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Abstract  
Purpose-The effects of tourism on rural employment in the village of Varkāneh in Hamedan County, Iran were 

investigated. Rural tourism is one of the practical solutions to solve the problem of employment in these areas. This industry 

with its special dynamics can have major effects on the economic, social and environmental situation, especially at the 

local level. 

Design/methodology/approach-The study is an applied correlational-descriptive study using a quantitative approach and 

a survey methodology. The research population was composed of 250 households out of whom 148 people were sampled 

by simple randomization. The sample size was determined by Krejcie and Morgan’s table. The data collection instrument 

was a questionnaire whose items were arranged in three sections. Data were analyzed by path analysis and structural 

equation modeling using the WarpPLS software package.  

Findings-The results show that the variables of economy, resources, occupation, agriculture, social capital, and welfare 

have directly influenced employment. The strongest impact on rural employment has been related to economy with a path 

coefficient of 0.364. In total, 56 percent of the dependent variable (increase in rural employment) in Verkane village is 

explained by five factors of economic effects, infrastructure and resources, agricultural effects, social capital, and social 

welfare.  

Originality/value-Tourism, through the development of infrastructure such as the development of residences, 

transportation, shops and public places, telephone and internet, and infrastructures such as bridges, roads and mosques, has 

led to employment growth in the studied area. Therefore, one of the solutions for tourism development is to create tourism 

infrastructures in rural areas in such a way that this will lead to an increase in the number of tourists. The results of this 

research can help to plan for the development of tourism in rural areas and especially to solve the problem of employment 

in these areas. 

Keywords: Welfare, Rural employment, Rural tourism, Rural development, Varkāneh (a village), Hamedan (a county) 
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1. Introduction 

 ural areas have turned into attractive 

destinations for people’s leisure time 

where people resort to from their daily 

urban life routine (Jatav, 2023; 

Vaishar & Šťastná,2023; Li et al., 

2023). So, rural life versus contemporary urban 

life has become an essential element of rural 

tourism, especially considering the economic, 

social, and cultural changes of the world in recent 

centuries, and its significance is increasingly 

growing (Ferreira et al., 2023; Timothy, 2023). 

Therefore, demand for rural tourism has sharply 

increased in recent years (Zheng et al., 2023) so 

that this tourism is perceived by researchers to be 

the third most profitable economic activity in the 

world (Hara, 2008; Khoshkam & Rahimi, 

2023) because nature, rural atmosphere, and the 

historical and cultural heritage of rural areas attract 

many tourists to rural life (Kunáková et al., 2016; 

Karyawanto et al., 2023). As such, there is ample 

potential for vitalizing the socio-economic 

development of rural areas by reducing 

unemployment, generating income, and enhancing 

the welfare of rural communities, which will 

naturally reduce the challenges of rural 

development (Avram, 2020; Radovic, 2017; 

Topcu, 2016). Rural tourism plays a key role in, 

especially, the economic development of rural 

areas by diversifying the activities of the host 

community, creating direct and indirect 

employment and income opportunities (Soteriades 

& Varvaressos, 2009; Castellani et al., 2008), 

expanding cultural exchanges and the resulting 

social benefits (Besculides et al., 2002), improving 

infrastructure and public services in rural areas 

(Castellani et al., 2008), redistributing income and 

employment in the process of rural development 

(Vázquez et al., 2012), and rehabilitating houses 

and dwellings (Paris, 2006). The significance of 

tourism in economic and employment-generation 

perspectives is related to the fact that it does not 

require a high level of skills and training and local 

people can operate service jobs with a little skill 

(Hezarjaribi and Najafi, 2011). Scholars suggest 

that due to the expansion of inappropriate urban 

lifestyle, rural tourism can be a key tool for the 

development of employment in rural communities 

by attracting infrastructure and development 

facilities, reinforcing local markets, and creating 

new sources of earnings (Guaita-Martínez et al., 

2019; Liu, 2010). Many studies also show that rural 

tourism is capable of being an effective means of 

economic growth when and where agriculture 

cannot be the mere source of livelihood for a long 

time (Wijijayanti et al., 2020; Khartishvili et al., 

2019; Streimikiene and Bilan, 2015). 

The last census in Iran shows that almost 26% of 

the population resides in rural areas. On the other 

hand, evidence implies that rural residential areas 

in Iran have poorer quality than urban residential 

areas. A key reason is the adoption of sectoral 

orientation in development planning and inattention 

to balanced and sustainable development so that the 

development of heavy industries and related 

activities with urban development has reduced 

investment in rural areas. In the last decade, 85% 

of the job opportunities were created in urban areas 

and the share of rural areas in these opportunities 

was only 15%, which has entailed extensive 

migration from rural areas to urban areas, the 

expansion of marginalization, the development of 

unproductive jobs, and many other social, cultural, 

and security issues and problems. Therefore, 

proper planning for any village in terms of its 

potentials can resolve the problem of 

unemployment. Planning for the development of 

tourism in rural areas is a practical way to solve the 

issue of unemployment in these areas. This highly 

dynamic industry can significantly influence 

economic, social, and environmental development 

at the local level (Bačík et al., 2016). 

Hamedan is one of the key tourist centers in Iran 

with a long history and important historical 

attractions so that it has always been host to many 

domestic and international tourists. Therefore, 

given the potentials of the City of Hamedan and its 

villages, by planning and investing in the 

development of tourism in its rural and urban areas, 

a big step will be taken for its economic, social, and 

cultural development. Accordingly, the present 

research focuses on the effects of tourism 

development on employment in the village of 

Varkāneh. Varkāneh, located in Shara District of 

Hamedan County, is of crucial importance for its 

numerous historical, religious, natural, and social 

attractions so that it has been introduced as a target 

tourism village in Hamedan province by the 

Organization of Tourism and Cultural Heritage. 

So, this study attempts to identify different impacts 

of tourism on improving the economic and social 

conditions of people in this village and present 

R 
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strategies and approaches for the development of 

rural tourism. As such, the main question that the 

research aims to answer is whether tourism can 

improve economic conditions and employment of 

people in the village of Varkāneh. 

2. Research Theoretical Literature 
Tourism has always been a rich source of income 

and employment diversity and expansion in the 

world so that it is capable of resolving many 

economic, cultural, and social bottlenecks. For 

instance, it can reduce unemployment, increase 

capital flow, boost handicraft industry and cultural 

commodities, expand cultural exchanges, reduce 

crimes, and enhance public culture. Rural tourism 

is a relatively new field in the tourism industry and 

rural development, which can open new 

opportunities for employment, income, and revival 

in rural areas (Mura & Šulterová, 2012). Many 

scholars have proposed theories as to the role of 

tourism in employment, some of which are 

reviewed below. Regarding rural tourism and 

employment, Sharpley (2011) suggests that since 

rural tourism is a new source of revenue for rural 

areas, it generates new employment opportunities 

(such as providing residence, catering, retailing, 

transportation, and entertainment to tourists), 

supports existing service activities (such as the 

transportation system, healthcare system, and 

traditional rural industries and professions), 

provides opportunities for multiple activities, 

thereby inhibiting temporary economic recession 

and supporting earnings, creates new and diverse 

employments in different regions, and reinforces 

local economy by reducing farming costs. Lea 

(1999) argues about the economic effects of 

tourism that tourism increases national income and 

net domestic product. He also suggests that tourism 

is a source of income for the government and that 

this industry can improve social services. Lundberg 

(2004) reports from the World Tourism 

Organization (WTO) that tourism is the biggest 

active industry in the world. According to this 

report, as per 1 million USD of income generated 

by this industry, 20,000 employment opportunities 

are created. Although the income from tourism 

may be lower than the income from other sources, 

it is the best option in the present conditions 

because it will increase tax revenue, reduce 

unemployment, and enhance the life quality of 

citizens. Regarding the effects of tourism on 

employment, Gee suggests that the importance of 

the tourism industry for income and employment 

generation can be considered by those who have 

problems in planning for workforce employment. 

However, human resources are a sort of issue that 

those involved in the tourism industry should 

consider. WTO projected that the growth of 

employment created by this industry would reach 

59% in 2005. Regarding the relationship between 

tourism and employment, Fennell & Cooper (2020) 

argues that tourism encompasses a very diverse set 

of industrial units, so it is difficult to estimate the 

number of employees in this sector. In addition, the 

nature of employment in the tourism industry with 

a diverse spectrum of coherence between tourism 

and other economic sector adds to the problem of 

valuing tourism. 

According to some scholars, industrial tourism is 

labor-intensive and creates employment for people 

with various skills, so it is a way to cope with the 

issue of unemployment (Guy, 2003; Lea, 1999). A 

key benefit of the tourism industry in rural areas is 

that it creates revenue and wage for people working 

in this industry, who are mostly locals. So, the first 

economic impact of tourism is an increase in 

personal and/or public revenue of local people. 

Another positive impact of tourism is the creation 

of new job opportunities and the expansion of 

women’s and youth’s employment in the activities 

related to this industry (Sharply, 2002). The 

development of rural tourism, especially in less-

developed countries, is an effective way to cope 

with poverty and contributes to increasing the 

revenue of different classes, alleviating 

unemployment, boosting the economy, and 

enhancing people’s life quality and social welfare. 

Since a significant share of the world's population, 

especially third world countries, still live in rural 

areas, what is certain is that if rural tourism is 

properly planned and managed, it can provide the 

conditions for achieving sustainable development 

in rural areas in all of the economic, social, cultural 

branches and reduce the problems of rural areas by 

providing new solutions and strategies (Pranita et 

al., 2022). 

Various research studies in Iran have focused on 

the effects of rural tourism, and most have reported 

its positive effect on improving rural people’s 

economic and social status. For example, 

Tulabinejad et al. (2023) showed that tourism in the 

villages of Chabahar had significant effects on the 

indicators of economic and social well-being of 
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rural households. The results of Monazam 

Ismailpour's research (2021) showed that rural 

tourism in the villages of the coasts of the Oman 

Sea has favorable effects on economic, social, 

environmental and physical-spatial indicators, and 

among the four dimensions, tourism development 

has the greatest effect on the economic dimension 

of the quality of life in the settlements. The results 

of the research of Ghasemlou et al. (2023) show 

that the effects of tourism development on the 

livability of rural areas are considered positive by 

about 69%; So that the greatest impact is related to 

the physical and the economic dimensions, and the 

least impact is related to the environmental 

dimension. Mohammadi et al. (2017) showed that 

tourism had a significant effect on the sustainable 

livelihood of rural people in the Uraman region of 

Iran in all five dimensions (human, social, natural, 

physical, and financial), consequently improving 

their life quality. Lotfi et al. (2017) found that 

tourism had been a critical factor, especially in 

recent decades, so that it had changed the spatial 

structure of the studied rural residential areas in 

Shemshak, Tehran, thereby changing their 

performance and accelerating rural development 

trends. Tourism was reported to drive social, 

cultural, and economic sustainability in the studied 

villages by making changes in the occupational 

structure of the rural areas, increasing revenues, 

reducing rural-urban migration, increasing the rate 

of immigration into the rural areas, and 

consequently increasing the willingness to stay in 

the rural area. Yasouri et al. (2018) explored the 

impact of rural tourism on employment from the 

perspective of rural tourists. The results revealed 

that tourism can contribute to increasing rural 

employment by the role it plays in expanding 

service facilities and drawing the attention of the 

officials to the rural health. Also, tourists spend a 

lot of money on buying souvenirs and using the 

residential and recreational facilities in the village, 

which helps the prosperity of the rural 

supermarkets and retailers. Finally, the results 

indicated that tourists could develop rural 

employment by creating a need for some services, 

which could be provided by private-sector and 

public-sector investment. Shalchian Rabe (2016) 

studied the role of tourism in increasing 

employment and alleviating poverty in the Qeshm 

Free Zone according to whose results the region 

possessed rich natural resources, tourism 

attractions, strategic location, and infrastructure 

investments, so it had the potential to accomplish 

sustainable development and tourism 

development. This region is indeed characterized 

by its special ecosystems and its attractive and 

unique ecological capabilities, considerable 

potentials of its talented human resources, its high 

transportation capacity, its developed manual and 

modern industries, its service and welfare 

capacities, the existences of commercial and 

recreational facilities, and its strategic location by 

the Strait of Hormoz.  

In a research, Zhang et al. (2022) examined the 

effects of tourism on rural incomes in China and 

showed that tourism significantly affects rural 

development in terms of employment, education, 

income and consumption. Also, rural development 

significantly moderates the effects of tourism on 

rural income inequality. He et al. (2022) found that 

rural tourism contributed to an overall increase in 

the income of farm households, but the effect of the 

increase in income differed significantly between 

poor and non-poor households. The research 

results of Scutaria and Scutaria (2023) in Romania 

showed that the tourism development had a 

positive effect on improving the standard of living 

of the local community. Their results showed that 

the intensification of the phenomenon of tourism 

does not seriously threaten the local environment, 

but it is necessary to increase the awareness of 

environmental impacts. According to Romanenko 

et al. (2020), the tourism industry has made a major 

contribution to the development of rural areas in 

EU countries, while the agricultural sector has 

characteristics such as slump of labor productivity, 

wage levels, and low growth rates of value-added 

products. Despite this, tourism development policy 

is implemented with the aim of solving 

environmental problems, competition in European 

tourism, increasing demand for services, 

improving tourism products and industrial 

development. The results of Wang et al. (2022), 

show that the development of international tourism 

can significantly reduce economic vulnerability. 

However, they suggest that less developed 

countries should first focus on developing other 

industries instead of international tourism. Finally, 

national income and industrial structure are 

introduced as two influential paths in the 

development of international tourism. Also, the 

research results of Pranata et al. (2022) showed that 

the development of industrial tourism in the studied 

villages in Indonesia has been effective on 
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variables such as increasing income, increasing job 

opportunities and improving the economic status of 

the villages. 

Mura and Kljucnikov (2018) investigated the 

potentials and capacities of the rural areas in 

Slovakia for the improvement of rural occupations. 

They found that the development of the rural areas 

was dependent on their economic dimensions. A 

potential field for these regions was found to be 

tourism, especially rural tourism and ecotourism. 

The research assessed 142 business units from 

2012 to 2016. The results revealed that the 

advantages of rural tourism and ecotourism had 

had a positive impact on the viability of 

occupations and had diversified the rural 

businesses. Li et al. (2018) concluded that rural 

tourism could be a good option for the restoration 

and rehabilitation of villages and a strategy to 

alleviating poverty in China. Their results revealed 

that rural tourism enterprises differed among the 

villages in their features. Additionally, the political 

and practical policies of rural tourism enterprises 

were influential on rural occupations and 

businesses. Choudhury et al. (2018) addressed the 

question as to how rural tourism could contribute 

to sustainable production and employment in rural 

areas. They found that the development of rural 

tourism can be considered a way for economic 

empowerment and employment generation in rural 

communities as it ensures sustainable livelihood 

supply. Furthermore, rural tourism would have 

direct benefits, including economic and social 

benefits, for local communities or stakeholders. In 

a study on modeling rural tourism indices in Korea, 

Kim (2012) states that tourism as an important 

driver plays a decisive role in mitigating economic 

problems of rural communities in Korea. In a study 

on tourism and the life quality of villagers, Reeder 

and Brown (2005) mention tourism as a factor 

contributing to the improvement of villagers’ life 

quality in such indices as local development, wage 

levels, poverty alleviation, and the improvement of 

villagers’ education and health. They state that, on 

the contrary, the control and planning of tourism in 

the destination is imperative considering the 

adverse impacts, such as the rise in prices and 

pollutions. 

In the above researches, it has been pointed out the 

impact of tourism on increasing the level of 

income, job opportunities and quality of life in the 

village, but in this research more specifically, in 

addition to the impact of tourism on jobs and 

income, other variables have been measured such 

as improving agriculture, infrastructure, social 

welfare and Social capital. It can be said that these 

variables have not been tested simultaneously in 

previous researches. The results of this section will 

contribute rural development planners to 

implement rural tourism projects with adequate 

knowledge. 

3. Research Methodology 
3.1 Geographical Scope of the Research 

The study site was the village of Varkāneh in the 

central district of Hamedan County. The 

geographical location of this village is located at 

480 and 37' of east longitude and 340 and 41' of 

north latitude, 23 kilometers from Hamedan city 

through the Malayer road. The houses of this 

village are made of stone.Varkaneh means next to 

water and springs. According to the results of the 

2015 census, the population of this village was 

more than 1000 people. Varkaneh village of 

Hamedan is one of the tourist villages of Hamedan, 

whose name has been registered in the list of 

national monuments and has been proposed as a 

special tourism area of the country. Varkaneh 

village is located in the southern slope of Central 

Zagros and the villages of this region are generally 

considered to be very virgin areas due to their 

mountainous and beautiful nature. The history of 

Varkaneh village reaches more than 400 years and 

is relatively long, and its historical record is related 

to the early Safavid period. Varkaneh is one of the 

most popular options for a family trip for the 

people of Hamedan and other cities in the spring 

and summer seasons, with its stone cottages and 

walnut, apple and almond gardens.
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Figure 1. The geographical map of the study site 

 

 

3.2. Methodology  

The present research was correlational-descriptive 

in type in which a quantitative approach and a 

survey methodology were employed. The research 

mainly aimed to explore the effects of rural tourism 

on job opportunities in Varkaneh village of 

Hamedan city. The statistical population was 

composed of all households living in Varkāneh in 

2022. They amounted to 436 households with a 

total population of 1622 people, out of whom 205 

households were sampled by simple 

randomization. The sample size was determined by 

Krejcie and Morgan’s table. The data collection 

instrument was a questionnaire composed of three 

sections including items about demographic 

information (7 items) and items to assess the 

impacts of tourism on economic variables (9 

items), employment expansion (6 items), 

infrastructure (8 items), social capital (9 items), 

agriculture (5 items), and social welfare (6 items). 

All items were based on a five-point Likert scale. 

The reliability was assessed by Cronbach’s alpha, 

whose estimations supported the reliability of all 

sections. Also, data were initially processed in the 

SPSS19 software package and then, a path analysis 

was performed in the PLS3 software package. 

 

4. Research Findings 
4.1. Descriptive results 

Based on the collected data, the age of the 

respondents varied from 13 to 58 years with an 

average of 39.98 years and a standard deviation 

(SD) of 15.47. In terms of gender, 63.9% were 

male and 35.4% were female. Also, the majority of 

the respondents (87.1%) were married. In terms of 

educational level, 17.9% had a diploma or a higher 

degree (an academic degree) whereas 41.4% were 

educated at the elementary level and 19.8% at the 

intermediate level. The remaining 19.8% were 

illiterate. In terms of occupation, 25.9% were self-

employed, 20.9% were farmers, 33.5% were 

homemakers, and 8.4% were workers. Also, 1.5% 

were unemployed or lacked a permanent job, 2.7% 

were retired, 4.9% were civil servants, and 4% 

were students. Finally, the respondents were 

divided in terms of income into three levels (low, 

moderate, and high-income level) with 84%, 

14.2%, and 1.8% in each group, respectively. The 

results of the descriptive phase reveal that the 

effect of tourism was not considerable on the 

economic indices of the studied village (assessed 

by nine items from the villagers on a scale from 

very high to very low) so that the means were 

under-standard. But, the economic effect of 

tourism was close to the mean and relatively 

acceptable in the field of the improvement of the 

villagers’ general income (m = 2.94) and the 

enhancement of the value of lands and residential 

properties (M = 2.72). It was found that tourism 

had failed to properly influence the infrastructure 
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in the studied village (assessed by eight items on a 

scale from very high to very low). The highest 

mean was related to the improvement of 

communication infrastructure, including telephone 

and the Internet (m = 2.70) and the lowest was 

obtained for the establishment of recreational areas 

for villagers and tourists (m = 2.11).

 
Table 1. The mean opinions of respondents as to the effect of tourism on different indices in the studied village 

Variable Items Mean SD 

Economy 

An increase in the general income of the villagers 2.948 0.981 

An increase in the value of lands and residential properties due to tourism development 2.728 0.923 

An increase in demand for rural household products 1.984 0.968 

An increase in revenue from the boom in handicrafts 1.869 1.493 

An increase in investment and government facilities for rural development 1.766 0.819 

An increase in private sector investment 1.785 0.789 

The alleviation of poverty in the rural area 1.873 0.878 

Diversification of agricultural and non-agricultural products 1.835 0.874 

The creation of new sources of income for the villagers 1.777 0.852 

Infrastructure 

Establishment and development of residential centers 2.47 1.003 

Improvement of the quality of transportation in the village 2.272 1.014 

Expansion of various services and facilities for the villagers, including shops and public places 2.164 0.944 

Improvement of communication infrastructure, e.g., telephone and the Internet 2.706 1.061 

Establishment of recreational areas for villagers and tourists 2.118 0.967 

Beautification of village texture such as houses and passages 2.329 1.003 

Creation and development of infrastructure, e.g., bridges, roads, and mosques 2.298 1.027 

Employment 

Recruitment of labor by the tourism sector from the agricultural sector 1.900 0.862 

Creation of a second job along with the agricultural sector 1.896 0.920 

New job opportunities for the villagers 1.911 0.892 

Villagers’ job security  1.049 1.004 

Seasonal employment in the tourism and agricultural sectors 2.118 2.129 

Permanent employment of the villagers, especially the youth 1.869 0.840 

Agriculture 

A change in the cultivation pattern according to the new demand 1.842 0.878 

Agricultural mechanization due to the recruitment of workers by the complexes 2.30 0.889 

Discharge of agricultural labor  1.934 0.850 

Agricultural land-use change to other land uses 1.965 0.882 

An increase in the desire of young people to work in agriculture 2.007 0.964 

Social trust 

Trust between tourists and rural people 3.452 1.035 

People’s connection with non-governmental and governmental institutions 2.724 0.984 

The villagers’ sense of belonging to their village 2.896 1.078 

Economic or financial cooperation and collective capital among the people 2.927 0.999 

Cooperation between the local people  3.137 0.990 

Trust between the villagers 3.117 0.986 

Cooperation and physical participation of members in village development projects 3.291 0.956 

Empathy and unity between villagers and different ethnic groups 3.176 0.956 

Social and political cooperation and participation of the villagers in collective and public works 3.222 0.954 

Social welfare 

Changing the quality of life compared to before 2.145 1.011 

Enhancing the security of the village 3.498 1.069 

Creating happiness among the villagers 3.333 1.063 

Increasing hope for the future among residents 3.233 0.929 

Expanding public utility services by the government and the people 2.540 1.013 

Creating a sense of satisfaction among villagers with their lives 2.846 0.948 

  

 

According to the results as to the effects of tourism 

on employment in the studied village, the items of 

‘seasonal employment in the tourism and 

agricultural sectors’ and ‘villagers’ job security’ 
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had the highest and lowest means of 2.11 and 1.04, 

respectively. It seems that the job security of the 

rural people is fragile, especially in the agricultural 

context. Also, the results about the effect of 

tourism on agriculture in the study site reveal that 

agricultural mechanization due to the recruitment 

of workers by the tourism-related complexes had 

the highest mean of 2.30. Regarding the effect of 

tourism on social capital, it was found that all 

indices were higher than the average, implying the 

strong impact of tourism on social capital. As the 

means indicate, trust between tourists and rural 

people has the highest mean (3.45) and people’s 

connection with non-governmental and 

governmental institutions has the lowest mean 

(2.72). Concerning the impact of tourism on social 

welfare, the effect of tourism has been acceptable 

so that its effect on the security of the village 

exhibits the highest mean (3.49), and its effect on 

changing the quality of life compared to before 

exhibits the lowest one (2.14). 

4.2. Analytical results 

The measurement model of rural employment- 

This section analyzes and interprets the 

measurement model of tourism development in 

target tourism villages in Hamedan province. So, 

we estimated first the reliability of each index 

based on the factor loadings of each item and then 

the internal consistency (construct reliability), 

convergent validity, and discriminant validity. The 

value of each factor loading of the indices of the 

relevant latent variable should be ≥0.5 (Faulkner 

and Miller, 1992). Figure 2 presents the factor 

loadings. 

As is observed in figure 2, the values of all 

measures related to the latent variable are greater 

than 0.5, so it can be claimed that the measurement 

model is reliable enough for the indices of the 

latent variables. Also, the p-values of all indices 

were shown smaller than 0.5, implying that the 

factor loadings and the values derived for the 

observed variables are significant at least at the 

95% confidence level (p < 0.05). 

The second criterion to check the reliability of 

constructs is their composite reliability (internal 

consistency), which should be ≥0.7 (Nunnally, 

1978). The values estimated for this index in the 

present work reflected the acceptable reliability of 

the constructs. The values for composite reliability 

varied from 0.829 for welfare to 0.938 for social 

capital. Cronbach’s alpha also ranged from 0.760 

for welfare to 0.924 for social capital. These 

composite reliability and Cronbach’s alpha values 

are acceptable and imply the reliability of the 

constructs. 

 

Table 2. the measurement indices of model fit  

Constructs   α CR   AVE 

Economy  0.912 0.927 0.588 

Infrustructure/resource 0.901 0.922 0.629 

Agriculture  0.858 0.898 0.639 

Social capital 0.924 0.938 0.631 

Social welfare 0.760 0.829 0.501 

Employment  0.899 0.922 0.665 

 

The third criterion used in examining the internal 

consistency of constructs is convergent validity, 

which is analyzed by average variance extracted 

(AVE). AVE shows the variance of a construct (a 

latent variable) from the indices. The values of >0.5 

have been suggested for this criterion (Fornell and 

Larcker, 1981). As is evident in Table 2, AVE was 

greater than 0.50 for all components, so all 

components were reliable enough. AVE ranged 

from 0.501 for welfare to 0.665 for employment. 

So, the measurement model exhibited a relatively 

appropriate convergent validity. 

To assess discriminant validity, the square root of 

AVE is calculated. This criterion should be greater 

than the correlation of other constructs. In Table 3, 

the values on the diagonal show the square root of 

AVE, and the other values show the correlation 

between the constructs. It is evident that the 

elements on the diagonal are greater than the other 

values (the values of the relevant row and column). 
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So, it can be said that all components had good 

discriminant validity. 

The correlation table indicates that there is a 

significant correlation between the independent 

variables and the dependent variable of 

employment (p < 0.05). The direction of all 

correlations is positive, and employment has the 

strongest relationship with resources (a coefficient 

of 0.656) and agriculture (a coefficient of 0.547). 

No close correlation is observed between the 

independent variables, so it can be concluded that 

we do not have the problem of multicollinearity.

 
Table 3. the results of discriminant validity measures  

 Economy Resource Agri. SC SW Empl. 

Economy  0.767           

Infrustructure/resource 0.391 0.800         

Agriculture  0.544 0.547 0.815       

Social capital 0.476 0.457 0.656 0.793     

Social welfare 0.226 0.310 0.281 0.355 0.794   

Employment  0.360 0.371 0.505 0.550 0.474 0.707 

 

The structural model of rural employment- This 

section presents an analysis of the structural model 

of the research. The model is composed of six 

latent variables and 41 observable variables. 

‘Economy’, ‘resources’, ‘agriculture’, ‘social 

capital’, and ‘welfare’ are the independent 

variables, and ‘employment’ is the dependent 

variable. Figure 2 displays the structural model of 

the research and the path coefficients. A coefficient 

is acceptable if its p-value is <0.05. It was found 

that the coefficients were significant for all paths, 

so all components had a significant relationship 

with employment.  

The impact of tourism on rural employment 

through improving the economic situation: The 

results showed that rural tourism has a positive and 

significant effect on rural employment through 

improving the economic situation (β=0.227, 

p<0.05). Pranata et al. (2022), Zhang (2023), Li et 

al. (2018), Mura and Kljucnikov (2018), Castellani 

et al. (2008), and Mirzaei (2018) also reached 

similar results in their studies. 

 The impact of tourism on rural employment 

through the improvement of resources and 

infrastructure: As shown in Table 5, rural tourism 

has a positive and significant impact on rural 

employment through the improvement of resources 

and infrastructure (β=0.364, p<0.001). The results 

of this section are consistent with the findings of 

Guaita Martínez et al. (2019), Li et al. (2018), Mura 

and Kljucnikov (2018), Castellani et al. (2008). 

The impact of tourism on rural employment 

through improving the agricultural situation: The 

results showed that rural tourism can significantly 

help increase job opportunities through improving 

the agricultural situation of the villagers (β=0.242, 

p<0.001). This part of the results is consistent with 

the studies of Wijijayanti et al. (2020), 

Streimikiene and Bilan (2015), Khartishvili et al. 

(2019). 

The impact of tourism on rural employment 

through the improvement of social welfare: The 

results also indicate the existence of a positive and 

significant relationship between improving the 

social welfare of villagers and increasing their job 

opportunities through tourism (β=0.133, p<0.05). 

Scutaria and Scutaria (2023), He et al. (2022), 

Avram (2020) and Shalchian Rabe (2016) have 

also reached similar results. 

In the structural model, social capital has the 

strongest effect (0.414) on welfare while the 

weakest effect (0.133) was related to the impact of 

welfare on employment. 
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Figure 2. The conceptual model of the research 

 

Table 4 presents the path coefficients and the 

significant values related to each one. The higher 

the coefficient is, the more influential the variable 

is. In the structural model of the present research, 

all variables influence employment and welfare 

significantly (p < 0.05). The results reveal that the 

four variables of economy, resources, agriculture, 

and welfare are effective in employment (p < 0.05). 

The most influential variable is resources with a 

coefficient of 0.364 followed by agriculture with a 

coefficient of 0.242.The results confirm the 

positive significant effect of economy and social 

capital on welfare (p < 0.05). The intensity of the 

effect of economy on welfare is 0.267 and the 

intensity of the effect of social capital is 0.414. 

 

Table 4. The path coefficients and the levels of significance in the rural employment model 

Path Path coefficient Significance level Result 

Economy on employment 0.227 < 0.001 Confirmed 

Economy on welfare 0.267 < 0.001 Confirmed 

Resources (infrastructure) on employment 0.364 < 0.001 Confirmed 

Agriculture on employment 0.242 < 0.001 Confirmed 

Social capital on welfare 0.414 < 0.001 Confirmed 

Welfare on employment 0.133 < 0.008 Confirmed 

 

 

The prediction potential of the model is analyzed 

by estimating the coefficient of determination (R2) 

for the dependent variable. Since 56.2% of the 

variance in the dependent variable (employment) is 
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accounted for by the variables included in the 

model, i.e., economy, resources, agriculture, and 

welfare, it is concluded that the structural model 

had adequate prediction potential and the 

independent variables have a strong impact on the 

dependent variable. 

The fit indices of the rural employment model- 

In structural equation modeling, various indices 

are used to ensure a model’s goodness-of-fit or 

suitability. Table 5 shows the most important 

indices. The results indicate that all fit indices are 

acceptable and none has a weak value. Overall, the 

fit indices reveal that the research model is well-

fitted

. 

 

Table 5. The fit indices of the rural employment model 

Index Acceptable value Calculated value Result 

Root mean square error of approximation (RMSEA) <0.1 0.082 Appropriate 

p-value <0.05 0.045 Appropriate 

Ratio of chi-square to degrees of freedom (χ2/DF) 1-3 2.87 Appropriate 

Mean variance inflation factor (VIF) <5 1.35 Appropriate 

Coefficient of determination (R2) >0.33 0.56 Appropriate 

Goodness-of-fit (GoF) >0.90 0.91 Acceptable  

 

5. Discussion and Conclusion 
Tourism is so advantageous that it can be regarded 

as an economic driver of any country and a major 

source of employment. The expansion of tourism 

within the framework of rural development can lay 

the ground for creating new opportunities in rural 

areas, including the generation of income and 

sustainable employment, the development of social 

and economic infrastructure, the mobility of other 

rural sectors, the security and comfortability of 

rural people, and the conservation of natural 

resources and cultural heritage. So, the present 

research addressed the effects of rural tourism on 

rural people’s employment in the village of 

Varkāneh. 

The descriptive phase of the study reveals that 

tourism has not been so influential on the economic 

indices in the studied village so that the means 

calculated were lower than the standard. But, the 

effect of tourism on increasing the general income 

of rural people and enhancing the value of lands 

and residential properties have been close to 

average and acceptable. The effect of tourism has 

not been considerable on the infrastructure of the 

studied village either, and the highest average was 

related to the improvement of communication 

infrastructure, including telephone and the Internet 

network. Regarding the effect of tourism on 

employment, the highest mean was related to the 

seasonality of employment in the tourism sector 

and agriculture. This means that rural people are 

faced with numerous problems in job security in 

the context of agriculture. Also, the results as to the 

effect of tourism on agriculture in the studied 

village show that the highest mean was related to 

the variable of agriculture mechanization due to the 

recruitment of the agricultural labor by other 

sectors. Tourism has been most influential on 

social capital, reflecting the trust between tourists 

and the rural people. Regarding social welfare too, 

the results reveal the acceptable effect of tourism 

on it so that the effect of tourism on security in the 

village had the highest mean. 

The results of the analytic phase show that rural 

tourism has positively influenced employment in 

the village from the economic, resources 

(infrastructure), agricultural, and welfare aspects. 

Among these four factors, resources 

(infrastructure) have had the strongest impact on 

employment generation in the studied region. 

Similar results have been reported by Pranata et al. 

(2022), Zhang et al. (2022), Li et al. (2018), Mura 

and Šulterová (2012), Castellani et al. (2008), and 

Mirzaei (2009). In fact, tourism has boosted 

employment in the study site by the development 

of infrastructure, e.g., the development of 

residential buildings, transportation systems, 

supermarkets, public places, telephone and Internet 

networks, as well as bridges, roads, and mosques. 

The development of rural tourism infrastructure in 

Varkāneh will attract tourists to this region. As the 
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tourists increase continuously, this industry will 

turn into a source of income and employment in the 

region. Tourism contributes to generating 

employment directly and indirectly. Direct 

employment can be exemplified in the personnel of 

inns, restaurants, transportation, recreational 

centers, and handicraft stores. Indirect employment 

includes the occupations that support those who are 

directly involved in tourism, such as inn facility 

and material supply companies, building and road 

construction companies, food producers, and 

handicraft manufacturers. 

The second most influential factor in the 

relationship between rural tourism and 

employment is ‘agriculture’. Indeed, tourism 

affects employment in villages through 

‘agriculture’. This finding corroborates the results 

reported by Wijijayanti et al. (2020), Khartishvili 

et al. (2019), and Streimikiene and Bilan (2015). 

This may be attributed to the impact of tourism on 

agricultural land-use change and their conversion 

to tourism land-uses, as well as the exit of the 

agricultural labor. Although as tourism-related 

occupations expand in the village, farming loses its 

importance, the release of the agricultural labor and 

their recruitment into tourism-related jobs 

contributes to the development of employment in 

the village. 

The results reveal that tourism has influenced 

employment generation in the study site through 

the independent variable of ‘economy’. This means 

that tourism development has improved people’s 

economic status in terms of income, diversity of 

income sources, land and property prices, and so 

on, which have in turn reinforced their economic 

potential for the development of their own 

occupations and businesses. As the people’s 

economic status has been improved, they have been 

enabled to use governmental facilities, resulting in 

more investment in tourism-related occupations 

and an increase in the diversity of agricultural and 

non-agricultural products. Furthermore, the 

increased investment by the private sector has also 

played a significant role in boosting occupations 

and businesses. Avram (2020), Radovic et al. 

(2017), Topcu (2016), and Soteriades et al. (2009) 

also conclude that tourism is highly capable of 

boosting the economy of villages and creating 

employment opportunities directly and indirectly. 

The last variable affecting employment in the 

studied village was ‘social welfare’ whose impact 

was found to be positive and significant on 

generating job opportunities in the village. This is 

consistent with the reports of Scutaria and Scutaria 

(2023), He et al. (2022), Avram (2020) and 

Shalchian Rabe (2016). This reflects the fact that 

when tourism develops, the life quality is 

ameliorated and this enhances satisfaction and 

happiness among the rural people and increases 

their life expectancy. The enhancement of social 

welfare has directly affected employment 

development in the village too. 
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 چکيده مبسوط

 .مقدمه1

داده که گردشیگري روسیتايي ايت توان  نتايج بسیياري از مااععا  نشیان  

را دارد که به عنوان ابزاري موثر براي رشید اتتایادي در زمان و مناني  

تواند به مد  طولاني تنها منبع معيشییتي باشیید،  که کشییاورزي نمي

موثر واتع شیود   در اکرر نوایي روسیتايي به دعيغ لاعب بودن اتتایاد  

اي نظير  هاي توسعهپذيري آن توجه به ديگر فعاعيتکشاورزي و آسيب

هیاي م تل   توانید از جنبیهگردشیییگري بیه عنوان منمیغ ايت ب   مي

رو،  تضیییميني در بهبود شیییرايی زنیدگي روسیییتیاييیان بیاشییید  از ايت

هاي  ريزي مناسییب در هر يا از روسییتاها با توجه به پتانسییيغبرنامه

از بيت  تواند مشینغ بيناري و اشیتلار روسیتاييان را  ها ميموجود در آن

ريزي براي توسیعه گردشیگري در مناطر روسیتايي يني از  ببرد  برنامه

راهنارهاي عملي براي یغ معضیغ اشیتلار در ايت مناطر اسیت  ايت  

اي بر وضیییعيیت  توانید تیاثيرا  عمیدهصییینعیت بیا پويیايي دیای دود مي

محياي به ويژه در سیا  محلي بگذارد   اتتایادي، اجتماعي و زيسیت

سیییابوه و    يو داراکشیییور    يمراکز گردشیییگر  تيترياز اصیییل  همدان

  زبانيم  همواره مورد توجه و  رو،از ايت  اسییت و ي يمهم تار  يهاجاذبه

با    توانيم  بنابرايت،اسیت     يو دادل  ياز گردشیگران دارج  ياديتعداد ز

و    يز يرن و با برنامهآ  همدان و روسییتاهاي  شییهر  يهاتيتوجه به تابل

ي  و شهر   ييب   روستا  در  يتوسعه گردشگر  نهيدر زم  يگذارهيسرما

  يو فرهنگ  ياجتماع  ،يتوسیعه اتتایاد  راسیتايدر    مهم  يگام  ،همدان

به بررسیي    یاضیر بر آن اسیت که  ريتحو  ر ايت اسیا،،ب   برداشیت  آن

اثرا  توسعه گردشگري بر وضعيت اشتلار در روستاي ورکانه بپردازد   

روسیتاي ورکانه از توابع شیهرسیتان همدان که در ب   مرکزي واتع  

  طبيعي  تاري ي، مذهبي،  متعدد  هايجاذبه  مندي ازشیده اسیت با بهره

اجتماعي، از اهميت ويژه بردوردار اسیت به طورينه از سیوي سیازمان    و

گردشیییگري و ميرار فرهنگي بیه عنوان يني از روسیییتیاهیاي هید   

رو، پژوه  یاضیر  گردشیگري اسیتان همدان معرفي شیده اسیت  از ايت

با شیناسیايي دتير اثرا  م تل  گردشیگري در بهبود شیرايی  کوشید  مي

مناسیب    راهنارهايي  و  اتتایادي و اجتماعي مرد  ايت روسیتا، راهبردها

 روستايي ارائه دهد     گردشگري  توسعۀ  براي

 . مبانی نظری تحقيق2
 هر يا ازاي در اسیت و جهان در فعار صینعت بزرگتريت گردشیگري

 شییلغ هزار بيسییت صیینعت، ايت در شییده توعيد دلار درآمد ميليون

 اشییتلار در گردشییگري اثرا  مورد شییود  گي، درمي ايجاد جديد

 شلغ و درآمد ايجاد نظر از اهميت صنعت گردشگري که است معتود

براي برنامه ريزي شییللي   که کسییاني ترار بگيرد توجه ميتواند مورد

 مسیائلي از انسیاني منابع ايت، وجود دچار مشینغ هسیتند  با نيروي کار

کنند    توجه بدان بايد گردشییگري اندرکاران صیینعتکه دسییت اسییت

 رشید 2۰۰۵ سیازمان جهاني گردشیگري در هايبينيپي  و آمار طبر

رسید  در  درصید مي ۵۹ به صینعت ايت طرير از شیده ايجاد مشیالغ

زمينه اثرا  گردشیگري روسیتايي، تحويوا  م تل ي در دادغ کشیور  

انجیا  شیییده کیه اکرر آنهیا ییاکي از تیتثير مربیت گردشیییگري بر بهبود  

روسیتاييان اسیت  براي نمونه، طولابي  وضیعيت اتتایادي و اجتماعي  

در روسییتاهاي   گردشییگري ( نشییان دادند که14۰1نژاد و همناران )

رفاه اتتایادي و  شیادایهاي  چشیمگيري بر   اثرا  شیهرسیتان چابهار

  نتايج تحوير منظم  داشیییتیه اسیییت روسیییتیايي اجتمیاعي دانوارهاي

( نشان داد که گردشگري روستايي در روستاهاي  14۰۰اسماعيغ پور )

مالوبي بر شیییادا هیاي اتتایییادي،    اثرا سیییواییغ دريیاي عمیان  

:نويسندة مسئور   

 موحدیدکتر رضا  

 رانيان، اهمد  ،بوعلي سينادانشگاه  ،کشاورزيدانشنده  ،ترويج و آموزش کشاورزي: گروه  آدر،

  Email: r.movahedi@basu.ac.irپست اعنترونيني:  
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از بيت ابعاد چهارگانه،  وفضییايي داشییته    -اجتماعي، محياي و کاعبدي

بيشیتريت اثر را بر بعد اتتایادي کي يت زندگي در   گردشیگري توسیعه

تاسییملو و   نتايج  تحوير  .سیینونتگاه هاي روسییتاهاي داشییته اسییت

بر   گردشییگري توسییعه اثرا  نشییان مي دهد که   (14۰1همناران )

درصیید مربت تلوي شییده    6۹یدود   روسییتايي زيسییت پذيري مناطر

اسیییته بیه طوري کیه بيشیییتريت تیاثير مربوک بیه بعید کیاعبیدي و بعید  

 .مربوک به بعد زيست محياي است اثرا  اتتاادي است و کمتريت

 تحقيق  .روش3
همبسییتگي اسییت و در آن، از   -پژوه  از نوع کاربردي و توصییي ي

روينرد کمي و روش پيمايشییي اسییت اده شییده اسییت  جمعيت آماري  

تت از روسیتاييان    148دانوار روسیتايي و جمعيت نمونه    2۵۰تحوير 

بودند که با اسییت اده از جدور کرجسییي و مورگان و بر اسییا، روش  

ها پرسیشینامه  آوري دادهگيري تایادفي انت ا  شیدند  ابزار جمعنمونه

هیا بیا  بود کیه سییی الا  آن در سیییه ب   تنظيم شییید  تحليیغ داده

گيري از روش تحليغ مسییير و مدر معادلا  سییادتاري به کما  بهره

 صور  گرفت     PLSافزار  نر 

 ی تحقيقها.یافته4
نتايج نشیان داد که گردشیگري روسیتايي از طرير مسیير بهبود وضیعيت  

در روسیییتیا دارد )    اتتایییادي تیاثير مربیت و معني داري بر اشیییتلیار

227/۰=β ،۰۵/۰>p( پرانیاتیا و همنیاران  )و  2۰22(، ژانی  )2۰22 ،)

( مشییییابیهیي  1388میيیرزايیي  نیتییايیج  بییه  میاییاعیعییا  دیود  در  نیيیز   )

رسیيدند گردشیگري روسیتايي از طرير مسیير بهبود منابع و زيرسیادتها  

  β=364/۰در روسیییتیا دارد )    تیاثير مربیت و معني داري بر اشیییتلیار

،۰۰1/۰>pمیارتينز و همنیاران    -هیاي گیايتیا(  نتیايج ايت ب   بیا يیافتیه

(2۰1۹( هیمینییاران  و  عیي  کیلیجییانیي2۰18(،  و  میورا   ،)( (،  2۰18کیوو 

هم واني دارد  نتايج نشییان داد که گردشییگري روسییتايي مي تواند از  

طرير بهبود وضییعيت کشییاورزي اهاعي روسییتا به طور معني داري به  

(  ايت  β ،۰۰1/۰>p=242/۰افزاي  فرصییتهاي شییللي کما کند )  

ويلي  (، کارتي 2۰2۰ب   از نتايج با مااععا  ويجيانتي و همناران )

( هم واني دارد   2۰1۵( و اسیییترمنيت و بيون )2۰1۹و همنیاران )

نتیايج همننيت بيیانگر وجود رابایه مربیت و معني داري بيت بهبود رفاه  

ي آنیان از طرير  اجتمیاعي روسیییتیاييیان بیا افزاي  فرصیییتهیاي شیییلل

(  اسینوتاريا و اسینوتاريا  β ،۰۵/۰>p=133/۰گردشیگري مي باشید )   

( نيز به  13۹۵(، و شیییاعنيان رابع )2۰22(، هي و همناران  )2۰23)

 نتايج مشابهي دست يافته اند 

 . بحث و نتيجه گيری5
درصید از متلير وابسیته )افزاي  اشیتلار روسیتايي(    ۵6نتايج نشیان داد  

در روسییتاي ورکانه توسییی پنج عامغ اثرا  اتتاییادي، زيرسییادتها و  

منابع، اثرا  کشیاورزي، سیرمايه اجتماعي،  و رفاه اجتماعي تبييت مي  

توسییعه  هايي مانند  شییود  گردشییگري از طرير توسییعه زيرسییادت

، و  اينترنت  تل ت وعمومي،    اماکت  ها وفروشیگاه،  ونوغیمغ،  هااتامتگاه

موجب رونر اشییتلار در    ي مانند پغ، جاده و مسییجديهازيرسییادت

مناوه مورد مااععه شییده اسییت  بنابرايت يني از راهنارهاي توسییعه  

در مناطر روسیتايي اسیت    هاي گردشیگريگردشیگري ايجاد زيرسیادت

ار گردشییگران دواهد شیید   شییم  به گونه اي که ايت امر منجر به افزاي  

ريزي براي توسییعه گردشییگري در  نتايج ايت تحوير مي تواند به برنامه 

 مناطر روستايي و به ويژه یغ معظغ اشتلار در ايت مناطر کما کند 

رفاه اجتماعي، اشتلار روستايي، گردشگري روستايي،   ها:کليدواژه 

 ورکانه )روستا(، همدان  )شهرستان(  توسعه روستايي، 
 تشکر و قدردانی 

ايت پژوه  مسییت را از رسییاعه/ پايان نامه يا طرو پژوهشییي 

 فعاعيت پژوهشي نويسندگان بوده است نيست و یاصغ  
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Abstract 
  
 

Purpose - Although second home ownership is a growing phenomenon and a common lifestyle in most parts of the 

world, especially in rural areas, there is still no specific conceptual classification to define this phenomenon in the 

theoretical literature. Due to the complexity and variety of second homes; many definitions, terms and conceptual 

features have been mentioned regarding this fuzzy concept, increasing the conceptual disturbances in this field even 

more. To fill this gap, this research  aims to provide a flexible conceptual framework to define “second home” through a 

systematic review of various sources.  

Design/methodology/approach - In this research, by conducting a systematic review process, 75 international articles 

were identified for study. Then, the conceptual framework of second homes was formulated in the form of categories, 

subcategories and conceptual codes using the content analysis method. 

Findings - The results show that, in total, six categories, including physical characteristics, the pattern of expansion and 

tenure, spatial characteristics, sensory-emotional characteristics, socioeconomic characteristics and usage characteristics 

form the “second home” conceptual framework. In this framework, the conceptual categories are stable and repeatable 

in all contexts, while the conceptual codes are fluid and adaptable in geographical and temporal situations.  

Originality/value - So far, no systematic review has been done to reduce the conceptual dispersion in the second home 

literature. The proposed framework highlights two characteristics of fluidity and stability, which help to disambiguate 

the “second home” concept and it is a suitable alternative for numerous definitions and different conceptual features of 

the second home. The results of this research can aid scholars in clarifying the second home concept and applying it in 

different contexts. 

Keywords- Second home, Conceptual categories, Systematic literature review, Conceptualization, Conceptual 

framework, Rural areas. 
 

 

Use your device to scan and 

read the article online How to cite this article: Date: 

 

Ghorbanpour, M., Kheyroddin, R. & Daneshpour, S.A. (2023). Providing 

a flexible conceptual framework to define “Second Home”: A systematic 

review. Journal of Research & Rural Planning, 12(4), 19-42. 

Received: 25-06-2023 
Revised: 19-08-2023 
Accepted: 20-09- 2023 

Available Online: 01-10-2023                  

http://dx.doi.org/10.22067/jrrp.v12i4.2305-1079 

 

 
 corresponding author: 

Kheyroddin, Reza, Ph.D. 

Address: Department of Urban Planning, Faculty of Architecture and Environmental Design, Iran University of Science and 

Technology, Tehran, Iran 

Tel: +989121009010 

E-mail: reza_kheyroddin@iust.ac.ir 

 

  

http://dx.doi.org/10.22067/jrrp.v12i4.2305-1079
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5511-1539


                                                 Journal of Research and Rural Planning                                         No.4 / Serial No.43 

 

 

   

 20 

1. Introduction 

ince the emergence of the second home 

as a topic of scholarly reflection, there 

has been considerable confusion about 

its definition (Gallent et al., 2004; 

Visser, 2006; Pienaar & Visser, 2009). Defining 

“second home” can be complex and challenging 

due to its transitory and fluid nature (Visser, 2006; 

Huang & Yi, 2011; Paris, 2009). So far, there is no 

internationally accepted definition of the “second 

home” (Anabestani et al., 2012; Mohammadi & 

Mirtaghian Rudsari, 2017; Czarnecki & Frenkel, 

2015; Jaakson, 1986; Visser, 2003, 2006; Hall, 

2014; Dijst et al., 2005), but there are different 

approaches and emphases in each study that it may 

sometimes be complementary, contradictory or 

contrasting compared to other studies. Therefore, 

each of these definitions and conceptual features 

presented in various research cannot provide a 

clear description of the second home and 

generalizing each to the whole may cause errors.  
On the other hand, the lack of clarity on the second 

home concept causes conceptual confusion and 

sometimes ambiguity in its boundary with other 

types of property such as the primary home and 

other terms like residential tourism.  It has led to 

the discontinuity of the literature. Subsequently, it 

is difficult to identify this phenomenon in a 

geographical context. 

The definitions and conceptual characteristics of 

the second home that have been stated so far 

include two types. a) They are generalizable (e.g. 

Coppock, 1977; Goodall, 1987). They practically 

do not help reduce conceptual confusion and 

lexical distinction due to their generality. Because 

they cannot express all the principles that 

distinguish second homes from other terms and 

thematic dimensions and the generality still leaves 

ambiguities in the concept. b) They are partial (e.g. 

Shucksmith, 1983; Müller & Marjavaara, 2012; 

Davies & O’Farrell, 1981; Barnett, 2014; Carliner, 

2002), which at best can be suitable for a 

geographical context in specific research. So, the 

increasing complexity and variety of second homes 

show that both partial and general definitions 

cannot be adequate and these attempts fail to 

explain a framework that addresses all the 

elements of the second home definition. 

To fill this gap, conducting a review study that 

seeks to form a flexible framework rather than 

providing partial or general definitions will help 

understand the “second home” concept and reduce 

confusion and fragmentation. This research 

answers the following questions: 

Regardless of general or partial definitions and 

various characteristics noted in previous studies, 

what conceptual elements does the second home 

consist of and in what conceptual framework can it 

be defined?  

To achieve this framework, first of all the relevant 

sources are selected by the systematic review. 

Then, they are coded by the content analysis 

method. Finally, by combining codes, 

subcategories and categories, it becomes possible 

to answer the research questions. 

2. Research Theoretical Literature  
There are many conceptual challenges facing 

second homes. Although “second home” is 

generally considered the universal term and 

appears more in statistics and legislation 

(Czarnecki & Frenkel, 2015), alternatives such as 

vacation home, holiday home, weekend home, 

seasonal home, cottage, cabin, residential tourism 

and additional residence are observed in various 

studies (Jaakson, 1986; Hoogendoorn, 2011; 

Casado‐Diaz, 1999; Ferrari, 2022; Müller, 2011; 

Hall, 2014). Also, some terms such as “Bach” in 

New Zealand, “cottage” in Canada, “dacha” in 

Russia, and “Sommarstuga” in Sweden (Hall, 

2014; Pitkänen, 2008) are applied as “widely used 

national expressions” (Czarnecki & Frenkel, 2015) 

in Certain geographical areas. Even semi-mobile 

and mobile vehicles such as caravans have entered 

the term “second home” (Müller, 2011). These 

different terms refer to factors such as time use 

patterns (Hoogendoorn, 2011), diverse purposes 

(Jaakson, 1986), function and form (Müller, 2011). 

This chaotic use of terms further intensifies the 

fragmentation of the second home concept, 

especially while the same terms may refer to 

various things in different countries (Paris, 2009; 

Huang & Yi, 2011). 

Furthermore, the definition of “second home” is 

described as a “perennial problem” due to its 

dynamic character (Wallace et al. 2005). For 

example, some studies consider one of the 

problems of defining and measuring second homes 

in various home types that should be included 

(such as caravans, cottages, and apartments) (Back 

& Marjavaara, 2017; Hall, 2014; Norris & 

Winston, 2010). Difficulties in defining property 

types also increase the complexities of defining the 

S 
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second home. For example, the distinction between 

primary and second homes is blurred referencing 

the dynamic character of second homes (Müller & 

Marjavaara, 2012; Norris & Winston, 2010; Huang 

& Yi, 2011; Wu et al., 2018; Light & Brown, 

2020; Müller, 2021; Paris, 2009; Visser, 2006; 

Fialová & Vágner, 2014). Also, emotionally and 

subjectively, there is no difference between 

primary and second homes, because many owners 

feel equally at home in both places (Abbasian & 

Müller, 2019; Müller & Marjavaara, 2012). In 

general, the term “second home” is used to refer to 

various relationships between owners and physical 

homes (Paris, 2014), reflecting how the home is 

used rather than stable characteristics associated 

with the building type (Paris, 2009; Back & 

Marjavaara, 2017; Paris, 2014; Li & Fan, 2020). 

The owner decides to use the property as a primary 

or secondary residence (Czarnecki & Frenkel, 

2015). This property use transformation between 

primary and secondary homes is often not 

registered (Adamiak et al., 2017). Thus, the second 

home definition and identification become tricky 

because it does not constitute a discrete type and is 

not entirely distinguishable from other 

accommodation kinds, and the relationship 

between the second home and different property 

types is constantly changing (Visser, 2006). 

In conceptualizing the second home, different 

studies pointed to various approaches and 

emphases. For example, many studies emphasized 

the leisure and recreational aspect of the second 

home (Adamiak et al., 2017; Nefedova et al., 2014; 

Fialová & Vágner, 2014; Ursić et al., 2016; 

Abrahão & Tomazzoni, 2018), and some research 

highlighted the non-recreational aspect such as 

investment (Paris, 2009; Müller, 2007; Abbasian & 

Müller, 2019; Dykes & Walmsley, 2015; Perles-

Ribes et al., 2018; Li & Fan, 2020; Brunetti & 

Torricelli, 2017; Carliner, 2002; Pienaar & Visser, 

2009; Hoogendoorn, 2011). These kinds of 

dispersions and differences are abundant in the 

second home concept and intensify the conceptual 

confusion in this field. 

To reduce conceptual confusion, some researchers 

considered it important to mention some elements 

in understanding the second home concept. 

Coppock (1977) explained the difference between 

the primary and second home in three components: 

tenure, frequency of occupancy and usage. 

Czarnecki & Frenkel (2015) considered more 

aspects than Coppock and stated that common 

features between different definitions can be found 

in five categories: usage, purpose, users, location 

and ownership. Moreover, Paris (2009) 

emphasized some features such as purpose, use 

pattern, consumption type and users in the second 

home concept as residential use. Although these 

classifications are a good start to organize this 

field’s conceptual discontinuities, a systematic 

review that can coherently monitor different 

sources and reach a conceptual framework to 

define “second home” has not been done yet. 

The possibility of generalizing the definition and 

conceptual features of the second home and 

international comparisons are often limited due to 

issues such as the excessive dependence of second 

home research on different case study contexts, 

inconsistent naming problems, lack of a single and 

universal definition and usage of different 

approaches and emphases in defining this 

phenomenon. Paris (2009: 295) believes “All that 

can be done is... to use consistent definitions where 

possible”. Despite the fact that using a 

comprehensive definition may somewhat reduce 

the world literature dispersion, it still cannot 

explain the complexities of this concept in various 

contexts due to its generality. A flexible conceptual 

framework that can reflect the diversity of second 

home characteristics in different contexts and 

reveal the stable conceptual categories of second 

homes, may overcome the conceptual dispersion in 

the world literature.  

3. Research Methodology  
Due to the dispersed and inconsistent literature on 

the “second home” concept, this research 

categorizes the existing knowledge with a 

systematic review process. The value of a 

systematic review is the organized combination of 

discrete pieces and presenting an overview of the 

research topic (Silva, 2015). The research process 

has been carried out in 5 basic steps (Figure 1). 
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Figure 1. Research process 

 

In the planning step, the fundamental research 

question was formulated and protocols were 

presented as a road map to answer it (Okoli & 

Schabram, 2010). The search and screening step 

included four levels: identification, screening, 

eligibility, and inclusion (Figure 2). At the 

identification level, an advanced search without a 

time limit was performed in the title, abstract and 

keywords in scientific international databases. 

Despite the wide range of terms related to the 

“second home” in various studies, we often see 

that in one of the sections of the title, abstract or 

keywords, “second home” is mentioned along with 

other used terms. For this reason, there was no 

need to search for different terms separately, and 

only the term “second home” was searched.  Also, 

the retrieved results in the Google Scholar database 

from page 30 onwards were irrelevant. For this 

reason, the results of first thirty pages of this 

database and all results of other databases  were 

entered into Endnote 20. At the screening level, the 

aim was to remove articles with content that did 

not apply to the research question or the specified 

criteria (Xiao & Watson, 2019). 

At first, duplicate, non-English, non-article sources 

and the ones whose full text was unavailable were 

removed. Then the title and keywords of the 

sources were studied and irrelevant sources were  

removed. Afterward, the abstract of selected 

sources was examined regarding the research topic. 

The conclusion section was also studied when the 

abstract did not provide enough information 

(Brereton et al., 2007; Okoli & Schabram, 2010). 

Then, full text of the remaining articles was 

studied as the final screening to check the content 

relevance.  

The authors monitored the screening level twice to 

reach an agreement and consensus. In the 

eligibility level, the full text of the selected articles 

was reviewed according to the eligibility criteria. 

In the inclusion level, as a supplementary search, 

18 articles were also identified by backward and 

forward searches. Also, by searching the names of 

key authors on Google Scholar and ResearchGate 

pages, which have contributed significantly to the 

body of research, it was ensured that their related 

studies were included in this article (Xiao & 

Watson, 2019). In the third and fourth step, the 

content of the selected sources was coded based on 

the content analysis method to obtain conceptual 

elements of the second home definition. In the fifth 

step, the conceptual framework of the second 

home, which is the result of the integration and 

combination of studies, was presented in the form 

of 6 categories, 34 subcategories and 89 codes. 
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Figure 2. Search and screening process 

 

4. Research Findings 
Studies included in the systematic review are 

shown in table 1. After systematic review and 

coding of selected sources with the content 

analysis method, the conceptual framework of the 

second home is revealed in the form of categories, 

subcategories and codes. In the following, six titles 

that represent six conceptual categories of the 

second home are described. These categories 

include physical characteristics, the pattern of 

expansion and tenure, spatial characteristics, 

sensory-emotional characteristics, socioeconomic 

characteristics and usage characteristics. Each 

category has specific conceptual subcategories and 

codes that will be explained in their respective 

title. The proposed framework can formulate the 

second home concept based on the review of the 

prior studies and effectively clarify the conceptual 

ambiguities of this subject area. 
 

Table 1. Selected studies in the systematic review process  

Source 

type Selected studies 

Article 

Abbasian & Müller (2019), Abrahão & Tomazzoni (2018), Adamiak et al. (2017), Adamiak (2016), Bachimon et al. (2020), 

Back & Marjavaara (2017), Barke (2007), Barnett (2014), Bieger et al. (2007), Brunetti & Torricelli (2017), Cabrerizo et al. 

(2007), Carliner (2002), Casado‐Diaz (1999), Chaplin (1999), Chiodelli et al. (2021), Cohen (1974), Czarnecki & Frenkel 

(2015), Davies & O'Farrell (1981), Dias et al. (2015), Dijst et al. (2005), Dykes & Walmsley (2015), Ellingsen & Hidle 

(2013), Farstad & Rye (2013), Ferrari (2022), Fialová & Vágner (2014), Flemsæter (2009), Gallent (2015), Gallent (2020), 

Girard & Gartner (1993), Godbey & Bevins (1987), Haldrup (2004), Hall (2014), Hao et al. (2011), Hiltunen & Rehunen 

(2014), Hoogendoorn (2011), Huang & Yi (2010), Huang & Yi (2011), Hui (2008), Jaakson (1986), Kauppila (2010), 

Kheyroddin et al. (2017), Li & Fan (2020), Light & Brown (2020), Mowl et al. (2020), Müller & Marjavaara (2012), Müller 

(2007), Müller (2011), Müller (2021), Nefedova & Savchuk (2014), Norris & Winston (2010), Nouza et al. (2018), Overvåg 

(2011), Paris (2009), Paris (2014), Perles-Ribes et al. (2018), Pienaar & Visser (2009), Pitkänen et al. (2017), Pitkänen (2008), 

Rogerson & Hoogendoorn  (2014), Rusanov (2021), Rye  (2011), Stiman (2020), Tuulentie & Kietavainen (2020), Tuulentie 

(2007), Ursić et al. (2016), Vágner et al. (2011), Vepsäläinen & Pitkänen (2010), Visser (2006), Walters & Carr (2015), 

Wong et al. (2017), Wu & Gallent (2021), Wu et al. (2015), Wu et al. (2018), Yin et al. (2022), Zoğal et al. (2022) 
 

4.1 Physical characteristics 
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“Physical characteristics” as one of the conceptual 

categories of the second home has five 

subcategories. In the following, the subcategories 

and related codes are stated (Table 2). 

One of the subcategories of physical characteristics 

is the “construction pattern” of second home. 

Among the selected sources, most articles 

mentioned the “fixed house with structure and 

foundation” and only 38.7% mentioned the “semi-

mobile home” such as caravans. Despite being able 

to move, semi-mobile homes are usually immobile 

(Hall, 2014; Light & Brown, 2020). Some studies 

such as Gallent et al., (2005)  emphasized that 

mobile homes should be considered distinct from 

second homes. Practically, most research 

investigated second homes as permanent non-

moving structures in their case studies (e.g. 

Barnett, 2014; Walters & Carr, 2015; Fialová & 

Vágner, 2014). 

“Architectural pattern” is the second subcategory 

of physical characteristics. The architectural 

pattern of some second homes is more compatible 

with the context, but many second homes often 

turn to non-vernacular architectural patterns which 

gradually affect the dominant vernacular 

architectural pattern in the region. Statistically, 

10.7 percent of the reviewed articles have 

mentioned “vernacular” and “non-vernacular” 

architectural features. 

Based on the review, “type of building” is 

considered the third subcategory of physical 

characteristics. This subcategory has two codes, 

including “house” as a single-floor building (such 

as a cottage, chalet, or villa) and “apartment”. In 

any region, one of these types may be more 

common than the other (Davies & O’Farrell, 

1981). 

The “background of building” as the fourth 

subcategory of physical characteristics is classified 

in two codes. The first code refers to the existing 

home that is converted from a permanent home to 

a temporary one due to issues such as migration or 

inheritance. The second code refers to a building 

that is purposefully built as a second home.  

According to the review, “equipment” is 

considered the last subcategory of physical 

characteristics. Unequipped second homes, without 

modern facilities and technology such as electricity 

and water and with nostalgic furnishings, are a 

deliberate imitation of a simpler rural lifestyle and 

they are unsuitable for long stays (Davies & 

O’Farrell, 1981).  In contrast, well-equipped second 

homes include a variety of modern amenities, 

technological furniture and luxury items and do not 

differ too much from permanent homes in terms of 

technology, technical standards and comfort, and 

are suitable for use all year round. In practice, the 

equipment standard affects the number of visits 

and length of stays (Hiltunen & Rehunen, 2014; 

Ellingsen & Hidle, 2013; Overvåg, 2011). Also, 

Walters & Carr (2015) note the difference between 

income classes on the amount of second home 

equipment. 

At this point, the review of studies showed that 

researchers reported various aspects of physical 

characteristics in the second home concept. This 

diversity was formulated in different codes, which 

reveals the degree of flexibility of the second home 

concept in the category of physical characteristics. 

Table 2. Physical characteristics 
Category Subcategories Codes Frequency (%)  

P
h
y
si

ca
l c

h
ar

ac
te

ri
st

ic
s 

Construction pattern 
Fixed house with structure and foundation 74.7 |||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 

Semi-mobile home 38.7 |||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 

Architectural pattern 
Vernacular 10.7 |||||||||| 

Non-vernacular 10.7 |||||||||| 

Type of building 
House (single-floor building) 45.3 ||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 

Apartment 44.0 |||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 

Background of 

building 

Converted 34.7 |||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 

Purpose-built 40.0 |||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 

Equipment  
Simple and unequipped 17.3 ||||||||||||||||| 

Well-equipped 14.7 |||||||||||||| 
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4.2 The pattern of expansion and tenure 

 “The pattern of expansion and tenure” as the 

second conceptual category of the second home 

has four subcategories. In the following, the 

subcategories and related codes are presented 

(Table 3). 

“Type of expansion” as the first subcategory of the 

pattern of expansion and tenure includes two 

codes: “planned” and “unplanned”. In many 

contexts, the regional development of second 

homes may occur spontaneously without strict 

planning regulations (Hiltunen & Rehunen, 2014; 

Rusanov, 2021; Adamiak, 2016), which can lead to 

serious spatial damage (Firoznia et al., 2020). On 

the other hand, some areas provide an appropriate 

situation with integrated planning to attract second 

home buyers (Wong et al., 2017). 
Also, the systematic review of studies has shown 

that the “expansion level” of second homes, as the 

second subcategory of the pattern of expansion and 

tenure, includes “domestic” and “international” 

dimensions. Factors such as higher incomes, 

housing wealth growth and extensive spatial 

mobility may cause explosive growth in second 

(and more) home ownership internationally (Paris, 

2009; Ellingsen & Hidle, 2013; Müller, 2011; 

Vágner et al., 2011). According to Müller (2021), 

borders are not viewed as obstacles but instead 

open up leisure options that are unavailable or 

expensive in the home country. 
Another subcategory third of the pattern of 

expansion and tenure is “legal dimension”. 

Although many second homes are legally built, 

some do not have construction permits and are 

built illegally. Many middle-class families were 

able to access second homes through illegal 

construction, while they could not purchase them 

in the formal market (Chiodelli et al., 2021). 

“Tenure status” is the fourth subcategory of the 

pattern of expansion and tenure, which is listed as 

“ownership” or “long-term rental” in the second 

home definitions (e.g. Dykes & Walmsley, 2015; 

Goodall, 1987). In the ownership type, some 

second homes are purchased or built, and others 

are inherited from parents and relatives (Bieger et 

al., 2007; Paris, 2009; Nefedova & Savchuk, 2014; 

Bachimon et al., 2020). According to the frequency 

percentage, most sources mentioned that these 

types of houses are owned. 

Till here, with a systematic review of selected 

sources, the second conceptual category of the 

second home named “the pattern of expansion and 

tenure” was also revealed and the diversity of its 

conceptual details was determined in the form of 

subcategories and codes.  

 
Table 3. The pattern of expansion and tenure 

Category Subcategories Codes Frequency (%)   

T
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Type of expansion 
Unplanned 9.3 ||||||||| 

Planned 10.7 |||||||||| 

Expansion level 
Domestic 42.7 |||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 

International 56.0 |||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 

Legal dimension 
Legal 4.0 |||| 

Illegal 9.3 ||||||||| 

Tenure status 
Ownership 66.7 |||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 

Long-term rental  18.7 |||||||||||||||||| 

 
4.3 Spatial characteristics 

“Spatial characteristics” as the third conceptual 

category of the second home, has seven 

subcategories. In the following, the subcategories 

and related codes are stated (Table 4). 

“Geographical distance between permanent and 

second home”, as the first subcategory of spatial 

characteristics is divided into “long” and “short” 

distances. In addition, the distance between 

primary or second homes to natural and artificial 

attractions (such as relative proximity to the sea) is 

considered in some studies (Hao et al., 2011; Zoğal 

et al., 2022; Müller & Marjavaara, 2012; Davies & 

O’Farrell, 1981; Tuulentie, 2007; Dias et al., 2015; 

Abrahão & Tomazzoni, 2018; Pitkänen, 2008; 

Dijst et al., 2005; Tuulentie, 2007). Mostly, natural 

attractions are further away from city. Therefore, 

when second homes are close to nature, owners 

may travel further from their permanent homes 

(Pitkänen, 2008; Dijst et al., 2005; Müller & 

Marjavaara, 2012; Li & Fan, 2020). Also, the 

average distance in different sources is presented 
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in two forms: absolute (average traveled distance) 

and relative (average travel time). With advances 

in transportation and reduced travel time between 

locations, absolute distance becomes less critical 

and relative distance can be used as an alternative 

approach (Kauppila, 2010). Moreover, factors such 

as place attachment, inheritance, amenities, and 

retirement can attract people to acquire a second 

home regardless of the distance from the primary 

residence (Pitkänen, 2008; Nouza et al., 2018; 

Hiltunen & Rehunen, 2014; Müller & Marjavaara, 

2012; Flemsæter, 2009). 

Based on the systematic review, the “location of 

primary residence” is the second subcategory of 

spatial characteristics. Some definitions of “second 

home” refer to the primary residence with the 

phrase  “usually lives elsewhere” (Dykes & 

Walmsley, 2015; Goodall, 1987; Shucksmith, 

1983). The results of this review show that 

although the permanent residence can be anywhere 

(city/town areas, rural areas or suburbs), the 

majority of studies report the primary home in 

urban areas. 

“The location of second home” is the third 

subcategory of spatial characteristics. According to 

Jaakson (1986), “absence from somewhere” 

(primary home) along with “presence here” 

(second home), constitute one of the basic blocks 

of the meaning of second home ownership. Most 

studies report the location of second homes in rural 

areas. Besides that, some studies also refer to the 

second home ownership in urban areas or suburbs. 

“Location in the traditional context” is the fourth 

subcategory of spatial characteristics. In some 

regions, second homes are developed separately 

from traditional contexts and community centers, 

and there is a recognizable spatial separation 

between local residents’ homes and second homes. 

Also, some second homes such as heritage homes 

are located inside the traditional context.   
The fifth subcategory of spatial characteristics, 

titled “spatial distribution” of second homes, can 

be seen in two forms: dispersed or concentrated in 

space. Hiltunen & Rehunen (2014) believe that the 

dispersed spatial structure results from the desire 

for privacy and calmness. This dispersed spatial 

distribution does not form any distinct settlement 

structure (Pitkänen, 2008, Hiltunen & Rehunen, 

2014) and often develops near natural areas 

(Pitkänen, 2008, Hiltunen & Rehunen, 2014; 

Adamiak, 2016).  

“Amenities” is identified as the sixth subcategory 

of spatial characteristics. Second homes are not 

evenly distributed in space and often tend to be 

concentrated near areas with high amenity values 

such as mountain areas. On the other hand, many 

second homes are not located near amenity-rich 

areas. Previous studies show that converted second 

homes due to links to childhood and family roots 

are ubiquitous (Kauppila, 2010; Müller, 2002; 

Pitkänen, 2008), but purpose-built second homes 

are generally more common in amenity-rich areas 

(Pitkänen, 2008).   
The last subcategory of spatial characteristics is 

“modes of transportation”. A second home 

depends entirely on mobility, as it requires people 

to move from their primary residence to a second 

home (Overvåg, 2011). In traveling to second 

homes, private cars are the most used means of 

transportation (Hiltunen & Rehunen, 2014; 

Haldrup, 2004; Overvåg, 2011; Dijst et al., 2005; 

Paris, 2009) as personal space between primary 

and second homes (Hiltunen & Rehunen, 2014). 

Few of these trips are made by other means of 

transportation (such as train, bus, motorcycle, 

plane, taxi, and bicycle). Low-income owners 

access their second homes via public transport, 

unlike high and middle-income owners who access 

their second homes by private car or air travel 

(Hoogendoorn, 2011). In some areas, such as 

recreational spots, due to the difficulty of accessing 

public transportation systems, the probability of 

using private cars is higher (Dijst et al., 2005). 

When the distance between the first and second 

home is short, it is possible to use ways such as 

walking and cycling (Dijst et al., 2005; Hiltunen & 

Rehunen, 2014). When a second home is in 

another country, modes such as air travel are more 

commonly used (Paris, 2009; Gallent, 2015). 

Therefore, factors such as distance between 

primary and second homes and the income class of 

owners are influential in choosing modes of 

transportation.  

At this point, based on the systematic review, 

various codes regarding spatial characteristics were 

extracted from the selected studies, and then by 

moving towards abstraction, subcategories and 

their category were revealed. In this way, the third 

conceptual category of the second home appeared 

under the title of spatial characteristics.  
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Table 4. Spatial characteristics 

Category Subcategories Codes Frequency (%)   

S
p
at

ia
l  c

h
ar

ac
te

ri
st

ic
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Geographical distance 

between permanent and 

second home 

Long distance 57.3 ||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 

Short distance 61.3 ||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 

Location of  primary 

residence 

Town/urban areas 62.7 |||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 

Rural areas 13.3 ||||||||||||| 

Suburbs 4.0 |||| 

Location of  second home 

Town/urban areas 36.0 |||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 

Rural areas 80.0 |||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 

Suburbs 36.0 |||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 

Location in  the  traditional 

context 

Inside 1.3 | 

Outside 12.0 |||||||||||| 

Spatial  distribution    
Dispersed 13.3 ||||||||||||| 

Concentrated 5.3 ||||| 

Amenities 
High amenity  29.3 ||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 

Lack of amenities 4.0 |||| 

Modes of  transportation 
Personal car 29.3 ||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 

Other 22.7 |||||||||||||||||||||| 

 

4.4 Sensory-emotional characteristics 
“Sensory-emotional characteristics” as the fourth 

conceptual category of the second home has five 

subcategories. In the following, the subcategories 

and related codes are addressed (Table 5). 

Based on the systematic review, “the dichotomy 

between routine and novelty” is the first 

subcategory of sensory-emotional characteristics. 

The routine section emphasizes that being in a 

second home involves a repetitive and cyclical 

process characterized by the repetition of the 

activities performed in a familiar environment. On 

the other hand, an experience of novelty or a break 

from the ordinary process appears in familiar 

routines and habits. Seasons, the color of nature, 

weather, vegetation, etc., while being familiar, 

appear in a new way on every trip to the second 

home and allow second home owners to 

experience the feeling of the frequent novelty of 

familiar things (Jaakson, 1986).  

“Surety” is the second subcategory of sensory-

emotional characteristics, which is divided into 

two codes: “The possibility of doing more shared 

activities with family” and “absence of time 

urgency”. Many second home owners devote 

significant time to their families and do more 

shared activities together. In this regard, Ellingsen 

& Hidel (2013) believe that the investment type in 

a second home is more about family life than 

economic profit.  Also, many studies emphasized 

the absence of time urgency in second homes by 

using expressions such as “the abandonment of 

clocks and watches” (Chaplin, 1999), a slower 

“pace of life” (Chaplin, 1999; Wu et al., 2018; 

Jaakson, 1986; Dias et al., 2015; Haldrup, 2004) 

and “timeless space” (Vepsäläinen & Pitkänen, 

2010). Time in primary homes becomes limited 

and measurable as a finite resource, while second 

homes allow the owners to forget it (Chaplin, 

1999). 

“Identity” is the third subcategory of sensory-

emotional characteristics. Whether a second home 

is built, bought, or inherited, it relates to identity 

(Hall, 2014). The term “multiple identities” 

regarding second homes refers to a sense of 

identity in multiple places (Ellingsen & Hidle, 

2013; Pitkänen, 2008; Müller, 2007). Based on the 

review, the identity of second homes can be 

distinguished on four levels.  The first level refers 

to the place identity (second home). Because 

second homes for many owners are related to the 

previous place of residence, it is often considered a 

part of the owner’s personal identity. The second 

level refers to specific features of the place in its 

surroundings, such as the sea. In this regard, 

Ellingsen & Hidle (2013) point out that many 

second home users link their identity to 

experiences in the natural environment.  The third 

level refers to the nearest city or village. The fourth 

level is related to the name of a region, city, or 

place with other wide coverage. Jaakson (1986) 

believes that the sense of identity of second home 

owners differs at each level. All second home 

owners may experience some sense of identity at 
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each level, but this amount may vary based on 

factors such as residential background and 

inheritance. 
“Place attachment” is the fourth subcategory of 

sensory-emotional characteristics. Due to linking 

second home owners to two or more places, a kind 

of multiple place attachment is formed to primary 

and second homes (Hiltunen & Rehunen, 2014; 

Stedman 2006; Overvåg, 2011; Pitkänen, 2008; 

Flemsæter, 2009). Tuulentie (2007) divides second 

home owners into two types based on place 

attachment. The first type has a previous 

connection with the place due to residential 

background or inheritance. For this type, place 

attachment is formed long before acquiring a 

second home. The second type includes owners 

who have no previous connection to the place. 

Since place attachment is usually formed by 

continuous interaction between people and place, it 

is clear that place attachment is relatively limited 

in the second type. Meanwhile, some studies have 

reported that second home owners often show 

greater place attachment than permanent residents 

(Vepsäläinen & Pitkänen, 2010; Müller, 2011; 

Pitkänen et al., 2017).  Sometimes the owner’s 

attachment to the second home goes beyond the 

primary home (Dias et al., 2015).  In this regard, 

Kaltenborn (1998) uses the term “alternative 

home” to show the hidden emotional dimension 

and strong emotional dependence on the second 

home.  Place attachment may be weakened for the 

next generation of owners with a residential 

background due to the formation of emotional and 

financial roots elsewhere (Mowl et al., 2020; 

Flemsæter, 2009).  Also, frequent property 

transactions create a weak attachment to the 

second home (Wu et al., 2018).  In fact, place 

attachment of the second home can be considered a 

spectrum between its presence and absence.  
“Facing the real self” is the last subcategory of 

sensory-emotional characteristics. Second home 

owners in rural areas are no longer limited by their 

role and identity. They can get rid of their identity 

coverage and be their true selves and do not need 

to obey the normative rules of their social 

interaction in everyday life (Yin et al., 2022). Also, 

the owners of urban second homes are looking for 

a sense of anonymity and invisibility, which they 

do not find in their permanent residences (Stiman, 

2020). Among the selected sources, only two 

articles have mentioned this subcategory. 
Among the conceptual categories of the second 

home, “sensory-emotional characteristics” is the 

only category that deals with the subjective 

dimensions  of the second home concept. Based on 

the frequency percentage of the codes in table 5, 

few studies have focused on the sensory-emotional 

category. So it may be  possible that its codes and 

subcategories are incomplete.  This category needs 

further studies in various contexts to reveal other 

subjective dimensions of the second home. This is 

just an initial step to draw researchers’ attention to 

this category to connect one of the main pillars of 

the second home concept to subjectivity. 
 

Table 5. Sensory-emotional characteristics 
Category Subcategories Codes Frequency (%)   
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The dichotomy 

between routine 

and novelty 

The routine with a process of repetition 12.0 |||||||||||| 

Frequent sense of novelty from familiar  things 10.7 |||||||||| 

Surety 

The possibility of doing more shared  activities with 

family 
17.3 ||||||||||||||||| 

Absence of time urgency 16.0 |||||||||||||||| 

Identity 

Home 14.7 |||||||||||||| 

A special feature of the place such as  the  sea   4.0 |||| 

The nearest town/city or rural area 2.7 || 

Name of the region 6.7 |||||| 

Place attachment 
Being attached to the place 41.3 ||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 

Absence of place attachment   5.3 ||||| 

Facing the true self   
Getting rid of your identity cover in rural  destinations 1.3 | 

Anonymity in urban destinations 1.3 | 
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4.5 Socioeconomic characteristics 

“Socioeconomic characteristics” as one of the 

conceptual categories of the second home has eight 

subcategories. In the following, the subcategories 

and related codes are stated (Table 6).  

The first subcategory of socioeconomic 

characteristics is “life pattern” in the form of 

owners' relationship with the place. The first code 

includes owners who have a connection to the 

place through a personal relationship with the area 

(previous residence) or inheritance. The second 

code includes owners who have no previous 

connection with the place. These people mostly 

had their first experiences in the region as tourists 

(Tuulentie & Kietavainen, 2020; Pitkänen et al., 

2017). 

“Work pattern” as the second subcategory of 

socioeconomic characteristics is divided into three 

codes: “commuting”, “distance work” and 

“retirement”. “Commuting” means that the owner 

has a job in their permanent residence and 

commutes between their primary and second home 

based on a specific time pattern. In fact, the owner 

is tied to their primary residence for work and 

daily life (Pitkänen, 2008).  On the other hand, in 

the current situation, modern technology allows 

working from second homes without the need for 

daily commuting. Specifically in the situation of 

Covid-19, second homes became “places for 

distance work” (Zoğal et al., 2022).  In addition, 

many second home owners are also retirees who do 

not have a job attached to their permanent 

residence. The work pattern can affect the usage 

pattern and purpose of the second home  ownership. 
The third subcategory of socioeconomic 

characteristics is “classification of separating work 

and leisure”. Based on the degree of separation 

between work and leisure, second home owners 

can be divided into three types. In the first type, the 

owners do not take anything from their daily and 

work life with them to second homes and even try 

not to think about it. In the second type, owners 

may reluctantly take their work to second homes.  
The third type is owners who welcome the 

availability of a second home as a place to work. 

With the spread of telecommuting, especially 

during the Covid-19 outbreak, the need for spatio-

temporal access to the workplace may diminish. In 

this case, work-related activities are more likely to 

occur in second homes. Although for most owners, 

being in second homes is mainly associated with a 

mental distance from working life (Overvåg, 2011; 

Hiltunen & Rehunen, 2014), tasks such as 

gardening, farming, repair and maintenance, which 

are considered “real work” (Vepsäläinen & 

Pitkänen, 2010) are performed in the second home. 

Because doing these tasks is categorized as “work 

as recreation” (Jaakson, 1986) and “pleasant work” 

(Pitkänen, 2008) in the second home concept. 

“Income class” is the fourth subcategory of 

socioeconomic characteristics. Second home 

ownership was usually attributed to the elite, but 

the emergence of various factors after World War 

II expanded second home ownership as a mass 

phenomenon among the middle and then lower 

classes. A significant variation in the type of 

second home buildings belonging to different 

income groups can be seen, which reflects the 

socioeconomic contrasts of the society (Pitkänen, 

2008; Norris & Winston, 2010; Nefedova & 

Savchuk, 2014).  
“Elitism” as the fifth subcategory of 

socioeconomic characteristics has two conceptual 

codes: “exclusivity of natural space” and 

“formation of a distinct community with unique 

interests”. Many second home owners consider the 

natural landscape surrounding their residence as an 

exclusive commodity (Overvåg, 2011), part of 

their private property and “public” only to 

residents (Jaakson, 1986; Farstad & Rye, 2013). 

They oppose any change to preserve their 

exclusive landscapes (Jaakson, 1986). Moreover, 

Jaakson (1986) argues that elitist acts form a 

distinct community that differentiates itself from 

others by maintaining boundaries. Second home 

owners often play an outsider role in the local 

community and isolate themselves spatially and 

socially from the local population and some even 

form gated communities.  

The “us-them” dichotomy is the sixth subcategory 

of socioeconomic characteristics. Codes of this 

subcategory include “desire for development” and 

“protecting the current status”. Often in the 

interaction of second home owners and local 

residents, the “us-them” dichotomy may arise due 

to differences in aspirations about future 

development of the region. Second home owners 

with conservative attitudes often want the area to 

remain as it is. However permanent residents 

desire a more beneficial orientation towards 

resources by developing local economy and 

creating jobs. However, Farstad & Rye (2013) 
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argue that interests and attitudes towards 

development among local people and second home 

owners are aligned rather than contrasted. Both 

groups’ interests reflect “not in my backyard” 

reasoning. They both tend to welcome new 

activities only if they are not in their immediate 

vicinity. This means that when conflict occurs 

between them, they have different backyards. 
“Activity” is the seventh subcategory of 

socioeconomic characteristics. Second home 

activities can be divided into two codes: “indoor” 

and “outdoor”. Indoor activities include two items 

of “inside the house” activities such as cooking, 

property maintenance and repair and “around the 

house” activities such as grilling and gardening. 

Outdoor activities include health-related activities 

such as walking and cycling, water-based 

recreation such as fishing, leisure-related activities 

such as nightlife and activities related to social 

interaction. It should be noted that activities easily 

done in primary residences such as watching TV, 

are often not pursued in second homes (Nouza et 

al., 2018). Also, some activities such as gardening 

used to be subsistence activities in the past, but 

nowadays for second home owners, they have 

become a recreation and personal satisfaction with 

a sense of nostalgia (Paris, 2009; Tuulentie & 

Kietavainen, 2020; Vepsäläinen & Pitkänen, 2010; 

Nefedova & Savchuk, 2014). All activities related 

to the second home have a strong recreational 

aspect. 

“Role in community” is the  last subcategory of 

socioeconomic characteristics. Some studies 

pointed to the role of second home owners as a 

form of “permanent tourist”. In this regard, it is 

noteworthy that the most important form of 

tourism in rural areas appears through second 

home ownership (Anabestani et al., 2012; Kiyani 

Salmi & Shaterian, 2017). Although spatial 

mobility, dependence on recreation, and desire for 

non-daily experiences are common between 

second homes and tourism (Ursić et al., 2016), 

characteristics such as ownership of a “new” home, 

frequent visits and socioeconomic relations with 

the host community can differentiate second homes 

from other types of domestic tourism (Ursić et al., 

2016; Nouza et al., 2018; Hui, 2008; Dykes & 

Walmsley, 2015). Cohen (1974) does not define 

second home owners as permanent tourists due to 

the repetitive nature of the trip. He gives them the 

term “marginal tourist”, intermediate between 

fully-fledged tourism and residency. Also, Barnett 

(2014) believes that the dominant use of second 

homes by the owner’s family and friends is less 

associated with the productive aspect of the 

tourism industry and is more reflective of semi-

permanent migration. So, second homes achieve a 

unique position between tourism and migration 

based on fluctuating occupancy. If the number of 

visits and length of stay in the second home are 

low, it is close to being tourism. If the number of 

visits and length of stay are high, it is close to 

migration. Based on which side of this link this 

phenomenon tends to, different terms such as 

residential tourism or amenity migration are 

considered for it (Figure 3). Also, second home 

owners often do not consider themselves tourists, 

but rather part of the local community. They 

explain the reasons in cases such as participation in 

social activities, property ownership and a sense of 

being rooted in the place.  For instance, some 

returning migrants cannot be classified as tourists 

because they were previously part of the local 

community who are gone (Ferrari, 2022). 

 

 

 
Figure 3. Gray zone of the second home 

 

At this stage, the fifth conceptual category of the 

second home (socioeconomic characteristics) was 

identified through the process of systematic review 

and content analysis of selected sources. Also, the 

degree of diversity and flexibility of this category 



Vol.12                   Providing a Flexible Conceptual Framework to … / Ghorbanpour et al. 

 

    

31 

in geographical contexts was revealed in the form of subcategories and codes. 
 

Table 6. Socioeconomic characteristics 
Category Subcategories Codes Frequency (%)   
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Life pattern 
Previous usual residence 50.7 |||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 

Non-local 22.7 |||||||||||||||||||||| 

Work pattern 

Commuting 26.7 |||||||||||||||||||||||||| 

Distance work 21.3 ||||||||||||||||||||| 

Retirement 45.3 ||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 

Classification of 

separating work and 

leisure 

High: away from work-related tasks  9.3 ||||||||| 

Medium: reluctantly doing work-related 

tasks occasionally 
4.0 |||| 

Low: doing work-related tasks due to 

flexible working hours 
4.0 |||| 

Income class 

Wealthy 61.3 ||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 

Middle class 48.0 |||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 

Low-income earner 25.3 ||||||||||||||||||||||||| 

Elitism 

Exclusivity of natural space 12.0 |||||||||||| 

Formation of distinct community with 

unique interests 
10.7 |||||||||| 

The “us-them” dichotomy 
Desire for development 34.7 |||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 

Protecting the current status 26.7 |||||||||||||||||||||||||| 

Activity 
Indoor  18.7 |||||||||||||||||| 

Outdoor  49.3 ||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 

Role in community 

Permanent tourism 17.3 ||||||||||||||||| 

In-between tourism and migration 24.0 |||||||||||||||||||||||| 

Part of local community (non-tourist)  10.7 |||||||||| 

 

4.6 Usage characteristics 

“Usage characteristics” as one of the conceptual 

categories of the second home have four 

subcategories. In the following, the subcategories 

and related codes are addressed (Table 7). 

“Purpose” as one of the subcategories of usage 

characteristics can explain the usage type and be 

rooted in people’s needs, whether necessary or 

unnecessary. Based on the literature review, 

purposes of the second home ownership can be 

divided into eleven codes as mentioned in table 7. 

Among the purposes, “leisure and recreation” has 

the highest frequency with 93.4% of the studies. 

Some definitions have also noted the dominant 

function of second homes as leisure and recreation 

(e.g. Shucksmith, 1983). The lowest frequency 

among these codes is “multipurpose or changing 

purposes over time” with 1.3%. This purpose 

indicates that a second home mostly represents 

several purposes simultaneously (Paris, 2009; 

Huang & Yi, 2011). For example, it is a base for 

visiting family, future retirement and leisure time 

on weekends (Paris, 2009). Additionally, owners' 

purposes can change over time, as during the 

coronavirus outbreak, the purpose of second home 

ownership became a shelter from the pandemic. 

However, it should be noted that often the 

recreational burden prevails over other purposes. 

Therefore, in most contexts, non-recreational 

purposes appear in combination with leisure and 

recreational purposes, or non-recreational priorities 

will temporarily dominate at a certain time. 

“Usage pattern” is the second subcategory of usage 

characteristics. Visiting second homes can involve 

different usage patterns. These patterns can be 

categorized into seven codes  as shown in table 7. 

Among the usage patterns, “holiday/vacation” has 

the highest frequency with 80% and "seldom" has 

the lowest frequency in the reviewed sources with 

6.7%.  Some second homes are rarely used, for 

instance, “residual” properties (Mowl et al., 2020; 

Hoogendoorn, 2011) or homes further away from 

primary residences (Li & Fan, 2020). Furthermore, 

18.7% of studies report the average use of second 

homes throughout the year. For example, Adamaik 

et al. (2017) showed that those with access to 

second homes spend 43 days a year on average in 

Finland.  Factors such as life cycle (Hiltunen & 
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Rehunen, 2014; Wu et al., 2015; Godbey & 

Bevins, 1987; Li & Fan, 2020), socioeconomic 

status (Li & Fan, 2020) and distance (Hiltunen & 

Rehunen, 2014; Back & Marjavaara, 2017; Dijst et 

al., 2005; Pitkänen, 2008; Kauppila, 2010) can 

affect the usage pattern. Figure 4 shows the usage 

pattern of the second home and its difference from 

the vacant home, primary home, and 

vacation/holiday home. 

 

 
Figure 4. Usage pattern  of different types of property 

 

“Consumption type” as the third subcategory of 

usage characteristics includes “personal” and 

“commercial” use. In most cases, second homes 

are not rented out and are only used by owners, 

family members and/or friends (Carliner, 2002; 

Barnett, 2014; Bieger et al., 2007; Nouza et al., 

2018; Dykes & Walmsley, 2015; Barke, 2007).  
The boundary between second and vacation homes 

is also defined here (Barnett, 2014; Paris, 2009; 

Paris, 2014). 
The last subcategory of usage characteristics is 

“User”. People who may use second homes can be 

included in three codes:  “owner and their family”, 

“relatives and friends”, and “tenants”. Diversity 

among second home users can lead to different 

effects in space. However, most of the second 

home users are the owners and their families.   
At this stage, the last conceptual category of the 

second home was identified as "Usage 

characteristics" and completed the conceptual 

framework of the second home. Notably, current 

second home definitions limited the usage 

characteristics to an occasional use pattern and a 

predominantly leisure purpose.  This is why the 

authors believe that an absolute definition cannot 

cover the fluidity and diversity of the second home 

concept, but a conceptual framework that includes 

diverse codes can probably better respond to the 

need for fluidity in conceptualizing this 

phenomenon.  Based on the review, the usage 

characteristics of the second home concept reveal 

four subcategories and 23 codes according to table 

7, and emphasizing only some of them in defining 

the second home may sometimes lead researchers 

away from other aspects of the phenomenon  
unintentionally.   

 

Table 7. Usage characteristics 
Category Subcategories Codes Frequency (%)  

U
sa

g
e 

ch
ar

ac
te

ri
st

ic
s 

Purpose 

Leisure and recreation 93.3 |||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||  

Social contact with family, relatives and friends 54.7 |||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 

Financial investment and rental purposes 65.3 ||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 

Preserving family heritage 40.0 |||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 

Future retirement 48.0 |||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 

Temporary escape from daily life 52.0 |||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 

Unable to sell 2.7 || 

Shelter from pandemics 4.0 |||| 

Proximity to natural or artificial attractions 90.7 ||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||  

Work-related 14.7 |||||||||||||| 

Multipurpose or changing purposes over time 1.3 | 
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Category Subcategories Codes Frequency (%)  

Usage Pattern 

Weekend 56.0 |||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 

Holiday/vacation 80.0 |||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 

Seasonal 77.3 ||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 

Sometimes 26.7 |||||||||||||||||||||||||| 

Weekdays 9.3 ||||||||| 

Seldom 6.7 |||||| 

Average usage  18.7 |||||||||||||||||| 

Consumption 

type 

Commercial  46.7 |||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 

Personal  48.0 |||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 

User 

Owner and their family 44.0 |||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 

Relatives and friends 37.3 ||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 

tenants 28.0 |||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 

 

To sum up, the systematic review of 75 reviewed 

articles has shown that the second home concept 

consists of 6 main categories, 34 subcategories and 

89 codes. Despite knowing the frequency of codes 

related to the categories, which are available in 

tables 2 to 7, it is also considerable to check how 

frequently the identified categories and 

subcategories are used in  the studies  (Figure 5). 

Checking the frequency distribution shows to what 

extent the studies focus on the conceptual elements 

of the second home, including codes, 

subcategories, and categories, and which one has a 

stronger role in recognizing the second home 

concept in the reviewed articles. The results show 

that all the categories and subcategories that 

formulate the second home concept have not been 

used equally by the researchers. For instance, 

among the categories, “sensory-emotional 

characteristics” are less used. In contrast, “usage 

characteristics” are the most frequent (100% of the 

total). This means that “usage characteristics” are 

included in formulating  the second home concept 

in all reviewed studies.  Also, among the 

subcategories,  “purpose”  is the most frequent with 

98.7% of the total, while facing the true self is the 

least frequent with 2.7% of the studies. 
It is noteworthy that the identified categories at the 

macro level are the stable and immutable elements 

of the second home concept due to their generality.  
These categories were derived from  flexible and 

fluid codes in the studies. To know how these 

categories appear in detail in different geographical 

and temporal situations, it is necessary to refer to 

their codes. The diversity and fluidity of the codes 

can conceptually cover the dynamism of this 

phenomenon in different contexts. Probably not all 

codes can be found in the same geographical place. 

So codes should be adapted according to the 

context.  In fact, the stability of the categories helps 

to distinguish the immutable and generalizable 

characteristics of the second home concept. The 

subcategories, as the intermediate level between 

macro and micro, connect the generality and 

stability of categories to the fluidity and variety of 

codes. In this framework, the conceptual elements 

of the second home are explained at the triple level 

of categories, subcategories and codes. 
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Figure 5. Frequency distribution of all the identified categories and subcategories to define the second home 

 

5. Discussion and conclusion  
Previous studies showed that  factors such as the 

difference in definition, various terms, and 

complexities of second homes in different contexts  

caused the diversity of conceptual features of this 

phenomenon and created confusion and ambiguity 

in the second home concept. 

Some researchers such as Paris (2014) and Perles-

Ribes et al., (2018) recommended using a common 

term and stable definition to clear up the 

conceptual confusion, while the present paper, in 

addition to agreeing with these recommendations, 

suggests a conceptual framework for the second 

home definition to reduce this fragmentation. 

Despite considering stability and repeatability in 

this concept, this framework also covers the 

characteristics of flexibility and fluidity to adapt to 

the second home complexities in temporal and 

spatial contexts. 

Each study emphasized some categories, 

subcategories, and codes according to the purposes 

and limitations of the research. For example, 

researchers such as Coppock (1977), Czarnecki & 

Frenkel (2015) and Paris (2009) noted some 

conceptual subcategories of the second home. 

Additionally, the focus of some previous research 

was on one conceptual category. For instance, 

studies of Jackson (1986) and Yin et al. (2022) 

emphasized the sensory-emotional category. In 

some former research, a particular subcategory was 

highlighted. For example, studies of Abbasian & 

Müller (2019) and Norris & Winston (2010) 

focused on the “purpose” subcategory, or Farstad 

& Rye (2013) and Rye (2011) mentioned the “us-

them” dichotomy. Also, some research focused on 

a specific conceptual code according to the study, 

for example, being attached to the place (Nouza et 

al., 2018) or low-income earner (Hoogendoorn, 

2011). By reviewing various studies, this paper 

integrated the various conceptual codes of the 

second home so that the subcategories and 

categories appear at a higher level of abstraction. 

Finally, the proposed conceptual framework 

included six categories, 34 subcategories and 89 

codes to define the second home (Figure 6).  

 

Abbreviations: FTS=Facing the true self 
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Figure 6. The flexible conceptual framework to define the second home 

 
This research, by integrating different studies, has 

presented more complete aspects of the second 

home concept. The proposed conceptual 

framework has the following advantages: 

- The presented categories have the 

characteristics of stability and generalizability 

at the macro level. That means these categories 

are the main and immutable elements of the 

second home definition. 

- Due to the necessity of considering fluidity 

and diversity characteristics in the second home 

concept, the presented conceptual codes are 

adaptable in different temporal and spatial 

contexts. In any geographical place, depending 

on the contextual situations, some codes may 

appear and others may not. This feature makes 

the proposed conceptual framework flexible 

and adaptable in different contexts. 

- The proposed framework can organize the 

dispersed conceptual literature as an integrated 

categorization and as a basis for future research. 

It is a suitable alternative to generalized or 

partial definitions of the second home.  

The results showed that among the categories, 

“usage characteristics” had the highest frequency. 

In contrast, the sensory-emotional characteristics, 

which pay attention to the subjective dimensions of 

the second home concept, obtained the lowest 

frequency (53%). Moreover, among the 

subcategories, "purpose" was mentioned in most 

studies (98.7%). Among the codes, “leisure and 

recreation” had the highest frequency with 93.3% 

and played an important role in understanding the 

second home concept. 

It is important to note that various codes extracted 

from each category in the review process of studies 

may change in the future publication of more 

place-based reports of second homes in different 

temporal and geographical contexts. These changes 

can be in the form of removing or creating new 

codes. For example, in the COVID-19 outbreak, 

escaping the pandemic was added to the purposes 

of second home ownership. Therefore, as time 

goes by and more studies are published, it becomes 

necessary to update the codes to match the 

complex and flexible situations of the second 

home. So the proposed framework can be aligned 

with the newly formed conceptual dimensions. 

One of the biggest obstacles in the practical 

application of this framework is probably the lack 

of statistical data and the difficulty of recognizing 

some codes in field observations. Regardless of 

how difficult it is to collect data related to some 

codes in practice, their integration is essential to 

complete the conceptual puzzle of the second 

home in the theoretical field. For example, despite 

the difficulty of data gathering, when talking about 

“activity” in the second home concept, it has a 

heavy burden of “recreation and pleasantness”, 

which acts as one of the conceptual pillars of this 

phenomenon. 
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Although an attempt was made to formulate the 

inclusion and exclusion criteria in the systematic 

review process to cover all relevant sources, some 

critical sources may have been inadvertently 

missed due to the dispersed literature. Therefore, 

the proposed conceptual framework should not be 

considered definitive and final but rather an effort 

to create a path that will be followed by conducting 

various place-based studies.  

The empirical study of the feasibility of the 

proposed framework in different geographical 

contexts and also the study of the differentiation of 

various commonly used terms (such as residential 

tourism) and context-oriented second home terms 

(such as dacha, cottage) compared to the proposed 

framework of the second home concept can be 

suggestions for future research. 
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 : یک مرور سیستماتیک "خانه دوم "  منعطف برای تعریف   چارچوب مفهومی یک    ارائه 
 

 3عبدالهادی دانشپورسید   ، 2*نرضا خیرالدی  ،  1مریم قربان پور

 ، تهران، ایراندانشگاه علم و صنعت ایران  ،دانشجوی دکتری شهرسازی -1
 ، تهران، ایراندانشگاه علم و صنعت ایران،  دانشیار شهرسازی-2
 ، تهران، ایراندانشگاه علم و صنعت ایران،  دانشیار شهرسازی-3

 مبسوط  چکیده

 . مقدمه1

از زمان ظهور خانه دوم به عنوان موضوعی با تأملات علمییی، ابهامییات  

تییاکنون چیییر تعریییف  .  وجود داشته اسییت  آنزیادی در مورد تعریف  

بلکییه رویکردچییا و  ،  از خانه دوم وجود ندارد یاشدهرفتهیپذ یالمللنیب

تأکیدات مختلفی در چر مطالعه وجود دارد که ممکن است در مقایسه  

با سایر مطالعات، گاچاً مکمل، معارض یا متباین باشد. پس چرکدام از  

مختلییف    یچییاشده در پژوچشمفهومی ارائه  یچایژگیاین تعاریف و و

چمچنییین    .تعریف روشنی از خانه دوم ارائه کننیید توانندینم ییتنهابه

تعییاریف    دچییدیدوم نشان م  یچاپیچیدگی و تنوع رو به افزایش خانه

  حیچییا در توضیی تلاش  نییی و ا  دنباشیی   کییافی  دنیی توانینمجزئی یا کلییی  

  .مانییدناکام می  پردازد،بخانه دوم    فیتعر  یکه به تمام اجزا  یچارچوب

کییه   دچییدیبرای پر کردن این خلأ، این پژوچش به این سؤال پاسخ م

ی مفهییومی متنییوع  چییایژگیوی کلییی یییا جزئییی و  چییافیتعرفییارا از  

در مطالعات پیشین، نهایتاً خانه دوم از چه ارکییان مفهییومی    شدهانیب

 است؟    فیتعرقابلو در چه چارچوب مفهومی    شودیمتشکیل  

 . مبانی نظری تحقیق2
دوم وجییود دارد.    یچامفهییومی زیییادی بییر سییر راه خانییه  یچییاچالش

عواملی نظیر به کارگیری اصطلاحات مختلف برای اشییاره بییه پدیییده  

چای دوم، نبود تعریفی موردتوافق بییرای اییین پدیییده و دشییواری  خانه

ی  چایآشییفتگتشخیص تمایز بین خانه دوم و سایر انواع دارایی سبب 

  مفهییومی در ارتبییا  بییا تعریییف خانییه دوم شییده اسییت. چمچنییین

در ارتبییا  بییا   متفاوتی یدچایرویکردچا و تأک، به چای مختلفپژوچش

چییای  تعییاریف و ویژگیگیری کنند و شییکلمفهوم خانه دوم اشاره می

ی بیشییتر در اییین  چایآشییفتگبییه  مفهومی متنوع در مورد این پدیده، 

 .زندیمحوزه دامن  

کییه از فرفییی بتوانیید تنییوع    منعطییف  اکتشاف یک چارچوب مفهومی  

ی مختلف را بازتاب دچیید و از سییوی  چانهیزمی خانه دوم در  چایژگیو

  توانییدیمی مفهومی ثابت خانه دوم را نیز آشییکار کنیید،  چامقولهدیگر 

 راچگشا باشد.  این پدیده  مفهومی    یچایبرای غلبه بر پراکندگ

 . روش تحقیق3
چارچوب مفهییومی منعطییف بییرای  دستیابی به  به منظوراین پژوچش 

ریزی، جسییتجو و غربییالگری،  گام شامل برنامییه  5تعریف خانه دوم در  

چا انجییام شیید. پییس از  چا و گزارش یافتهچا، تحلیل دادهاستخراج داده

مقاله برای مطالعه شناسایی شدند.    75فی فرایند مرور سیستماتیک،  

بر روی اییین مقییاوت صییورت  سپس با روش تحلیل محتوا، کدگذاری 

  چییارچوبچا،  چا و مقولییهزیرمقولییه،  کییدچا  یگذارچم  و از کنارگرفت  

مفهومی خانه دوم که حاصل ادغام و ترکیب مطالعات است در قالییب  

 د.کد ارائه ش  89زیرمقوله و    34مقوله،    6

 های تحقیق. یافته4
بییا روش تحلیییل  منابع منتخب  مند و کدگذاری  پس از فی مرور نظام

  شامل مشخصات  مقوله  6در قالب  محتوا، چارچوب مفهومی خانه دوم  

  مشخصییاتفضییایی،  مشخصییات  الگوی گسییترش و تصییرف،  فیزیکی،  

  اسییتفادهمشخصییات  اقتصادی و  -اجتماعی  مشخصاتعاففی،    -حسی

چا و کدچای  دارای زیرمقوله  چامقولهاز این   چرکدامکه    شودیمآشکار  

   مفهومی خاصی است.

  یبییودن، اجییزا یکلیی  لیدر سطح کلان به دل شدهشناساییچای مقوله

  اتییی افییلاع از جزئ یمفهوم خانه دوم چستند. برا ریرناپذییو تغ داریپا

، وزم اسییت بییه  در بسترچای جغرافیایی و زمانی مختلییف چامقوله نیا

  یبودن کدچا از نظییر مفهییوم  الی. تنوع و سشود مراجعهچا آن چایکد

 .  دچد  پوششمختلف    یچانهیرا در زم  دهیپد  نیا  ییایپو  تواندیم

 :نویسندة مسئول . 
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  نی. بنابراافتجغرافیایی ی  بستر  کیدر    توانیاحتماوً چمه کدچا را نم

چا  مقوله در واقع، ثباتداده شوند.    قیتطب  نهیبا توجه به زم  دیکدچا با

مفهییوم خانییه دوم    میتعمو قابییل  ریرناپییذییتغ  یچایژگیو  صیبه تشخ

کییلان و خییرد،    نیبیی   یانیسطح م  چا به عنوانزیرمقوله.  کندیکمک م

مییرتب     پییذیری متنییوع و انعطافرا بییه کییدچا  ی ثابت و کلیچامقوله

ح  وخانییه دوم در سییط  یمفهییوم  ارکییان  ،چییارچوب  نییی . در اکننییدیم

   .دنشویم  نییچا و کدچا تبزیرمقولهچا،  مقوله  شامل  گانهسه

که مفهوم خانییه    چاییزیرمقولهچا و  که تمام مقوله دچدینشان م جینتا

اسییتفاده    نیتوس  محققیی   کسانیفور به کنند،یم یبنددوم را صورت

  «عییاففی-حسییی»ی مطالعات اندکی درباره مقوله  فورکلاند. بهنشده

  یفراوان  نیشتریب  «استفاده  اتمشخص»در مقابل،   صورت گرفته است.

  روروبییه»و    نیشییتریب  «چییدف»چا،  مقولییهزیرن  یدر ب  نیرا دارد. چمچن

 .داردرا    یفراوان  نیکمتر  «یبا خود واقع  شدن

 گیری. بحث و نتیجه5
و نبود تعریف    دوم  یچاخانه  چایپیچیدگیو   اصطلاحات متنوعوجود  

سییبب سییردرگمی و ابهییام در ابعییاد    موردتوافق در سطح بین المللییی

مطالعییات    قییی با تلفمفهومی تعریف خانه دوم شده است. این پژوچش 

و    از مفهوم خانه دوم را ارائه کرده اسییت یترکامل یچاجنبه، مختلف

دچیید کییه  یمیک چارچوب مفهومی برای تعریف خانییه دوم پیشیینهاد  

  در نظراینکه ماچیت ثبات و تکرارپذیری را درون این مفهوم   رغمیعل

پذیری و سیالیت را نیییز بییه منظییور ضییرورت  گیرد، ویژگی انعطافمی

ی خانه دوم در بسترچای زمانی و مکییانی  چایدگیچیپپذیری با تطبیق

بییه عنییوان یییک    توانییدیم  پیشیینهادیچییارچوب  دچیید.  پوشییش می

  مفهییومیادبیات    ،آینده  یچابرای پژوچش  هیو پا  یکپارچه  یبنددسته

یا    کلی  یچافیجایگزین مناسبی برای تعر  و را به نظم درآورد پراکنده

شده دارای ویژگی ثبات  ارائه  یچامقولهدر واقع،    باشد.  جزئی خانه دوم

،  چامقولییهبدین معنی که اییین در سطح کلان چستند.   یریپذمیو تعم

دچنیید.  ارکان اصلی و غیرقابل تغییر از تعریف خانه دوم را تشکیل می

در  به دلیل ضرورت در نظر گرفتن ویژگی سیییالیت و تنییوع چمچنین  

شییده در بسییترچای مختلییف  خانه دوم، کییدچای مفهییومی ارائهمفهوم 

در چر نقطه جغرافیایی، به اقتضای    چستند.  ریپذقیزمانی و مکانی تطب

ای ممکن است برخی کدچا بییروز یابنیید و برخییی دیگییر  شرای  زمینه

شییود چییارچوب مفهییومی  مشییاچده نشییوند. اییین ویژگییی سییبب می

پذیری  پذیری و تطبیقپیشنهادی در بسترچای مختلف قابلیت انعطاف

 داشته باشد.

  مفهییومی، مییرور سیسییتماتیک  یچاخانییه دوم، مقولییه  ها:کلیدددوا ه

 ، نواحی روستایی، چارچوب مفهومییساز، مفهومادبیات

 تشکر و قدردانی
ه دکتییری نویسیینده اول ممییریم  پییژوچش حاضییر برگرفتییه از رسییال

پور(، گروه شهرسازی، دانشکده معماری و شهرسییازی، دانشییگاه  قربان

 علم و صنعت ایران، تهران، ایران است.
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Abstract  
Purpose- Rural entrepreneurship is a suitable solution for empowerment and capacity building in rural areas in order to change 

the current life pattern, create economic, social, environmental and institutional equality. Meanwhile, women play a  pivotal  role 

in promoting employment and improving the economic status of rural areas. Thus, a thorough conception of all aspects of 

entrepreneurship can be an effective factor in increasing the success rate.  

Design/methodology/approach- In this research, a descriptive survey and correlation method have been used. To analyze the 

data collected through field study, various descriptive and inferential statistical methods have been employed by SPSS15 

software. Using the LISREL 8.5 software, the relationships between independent and dependent variables as well as the 

structural equation have been determined.  

Findings- The results indicate that three factors including structural, behavioral, contextual and the most important item of each 

factor including "paying attention to the social environment", "paying attention to development", "Legislating the necessary laws 

and regulations" could be measured integrally in the structural equation model, respectively. It is also revealed how is possible 

to create innovatively the identifying and implementing stages of the investing process and creating women's businesses by 

becoming more detailed and determining the subset of each of the main structural, behavioral and contextual factors. Considering 

the structural equation model, the importance of these factors in the investing process and creating women's businesses in the 

southern villages of the country is highlighted.  

Original/value- Research and training activities can be one of the initiatives of governments and institutions related to the 

subject. Knowing the market context, the experiences of other regions of the country, obstacles to women's entrepreneurship, 

and the opportunities for women's entrepreneurship in different rural areas of the south of the country provide suitable 

opportunities for women's entrepreneurial activities. Furthermore, training programs should be based on women's condition in 

the village in such a way that the level of education, type of profession, geographical region are of the effective factors in the 

design and implementation of training programs. Providing training packages and the possibility of distance training is also 

useful for all entrepreneurs in the southern parts of the country.  
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Use your device to scan and 

read the article online How to cite this article: Date: 

 

Shakour, A., Shojaiefard, A. & Azadi, N. (2023). Effective factors in the 

investment process by women entrepreneurs in the southern villages of the 

country using the Three-pronged Model. Journal of Research & Rural 

Planning, 12(4), 43-56. 

Received: 09-07-2023 
Revised: 01-08-2023 
Accepted: 25-09- 2023 

Available Online: 01-12-2023                  

http://dx.doi.org/10.22067/jrrp.v12i4.2212-1064  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Corresponding Author: 

Shakour, Ali, Ph.D. 

Address: Department of Geography, Faculty of Human Sciences, Islamic Azad University, Marvdasht Branch, Marvdasht, Iran 

Tel: +989173182528 

E-Mail: alishakoor52@yahoo.com 

   

  

 

 

http://dx.doi.org/10.22067/jrrp.v12i4.2212-1064
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0014-275X


                                                 Journal of Research and Rural Planning                                         No.4 / Serial No.43 

 

 

   

 44 

 

1. Introduction  
Nowadays, countries and international 

organizations have come to the 

conclusion that the development of 

women's entrepreneurship has had a 

positive and direct effect on many different 

countries' activities. On the one hand, it leads to 

economic development and job opportunities, and 

on the other hand, it can improve the social, 

cultural and health status of women and their 

families. (Ebrahimi, 2018). In economic crises, 

many governments have been able to overcome the 

crises of their society by adopting measures and 

policies and using women's labor force and 

succeeding in the development path (Hosseini, 

2018).  

Rural women's entrepreneurship not only means 

creating employment for this huge group of rural 

people (Afzal, 2016), but also it can be a step 

towards the rural development, which is as 

valuable as economic development according to 

many development experts (Almasian, 2018). 

Therefore, investing in villages, expanding 

transformational industries and promoting 

cooperatives and various services are desirable 

measures to achieve the goal of rural development 

and women's entrepreneurship (Amereh, 2016). 

Women's businesses are one of the fastest growing 

groups of entrepreneurs in the world (Azizi 

Ghahreman Lu, 2021) which have a significant 

contribution to the national gross production, jobs, 

innovations and social welfare (Amidi Fard, 2022; 

Por Abdullahi, 2019). Considering that a huge part 

of the society is made up of women, studying 

women in terms of establishing businesses in 

villages is of paramount importance. In addition, in 

current society, especially in the southern 

provinces of Iran, where rural communities are 

suffering from chronic unemployment and 

employment crisis, and men are occupied in jobs 

with little income, it is very difficult for women to 

find a suitable place to live, work, invest and create 

jobs. Consequently, the entrepreneurship and 

investment of this group of the society is of 

particular importance. Therefore, this study aimed 

at assessing the effective factors in the investing 

process and creating women's businesses by 

women entrepreneurs in the southern villages of 

the country using the three-pronged model. 

2. Research Theoretical Literature  
In Table (1), some definitions of theoretical 

research terms are given, which are as follows:  

 
Table 1. Definitions of research terms of effective factors in the investing process by women entrepreneurs in the 

southern villages of the country using the three-pronged model 
Row Terms Definitions 

1 Entrepreneur 

An entrepreneur is someone who is able to recognize the commercial potential of an initiative and 

organize the capital, talent, and other resources in order to turn that initiative into a suitable 

commercial innovation (Norozaei, 2021; Mousavi, 2019). 

2 Investment 

Investment means allocating money towards assets in the hope of making profits. More precisely, 

investing is the commitment of money or capital for the financial purchase of devices or other 

assets, in order to benefit from beneficial returns in the form of interest, dividends or appreciation 

of the value of devices, which is dependent on saving or reducing consumption (Karimi, 2018; 

Falatooni, 2017) 

3 Business 

Business is a state of being busy and in general, it includes the production and purchase of goods 

and services with the aim of selling them in order to make a profit (Sedaghat Abkenar, 2013; 

Delavar Kuran Kordiye, 2012). 

4 Village 

A village is a region of geographical space where a small social unit composed of a number of 

families with common attachment, emotions and interests get together. They meet the needs of 

their lives through the use and exploitation of the land within their residential environment. This 

social unit, the majority of whose people are engaged in agriculture, is called a village in local 

custom (Soltani, 2017; Saghae, 2018). 

 
The searches in this field indicated that this issue has been addressed by a few researchers, some of which are 

mentioned in table (2).   

F 
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Table 2. The research background of effective factors in the investment process by women entrepreneurs in the 

southern villages of the country using the three-pronged model 
Row Author Title Summary of the research 

1 

Hemayati 

Klash 

(2019) 
 

Studying and investigating 

factors affecting women's 

entrepreneurship: A case study 

of Tehran Chamber of 

Commerce, Industries, Mines 

The results show that husband's job, education, parents' education, family 

attitude, field of study and work experience were effective on women's 

business creation. The motivation of most women to create a company was 

to earn money independently and to provide capital for starting the company 

through a small personal investment. Nonetheless, among the many 

environmental factors, economic problems were considered to be the 

biggest obstacle to entrepreneurship. It also indicated that the role of the 

family (the first center of individual education), the government (creating an 

economic, political, cultural and technological environment) and non-profit 

organizations cannot be ignored in women's entrepreneurship. In general, 

the members emphasized abundantly on the three axes including culture 

building (giving women confidence and self-belief), training and informing 

(by the Chamber of Commerce) and solving tax problems and tax 

exemptions (by the government). 

2 

Delavar 

Kuran 

Kordiye 

(2012) 

The study of the role of 

cooperatives in the 

development of women 

entrepreneurship (Case study: 

The Women Entrepreneurs’ 

Cooperatives in Semnan city) 

This research was conducted qualitatively and with the multi-case 

combination technique to analyze the data of a multi-case study. The 

research findings indicated that optional membership, self-management and 

attention to society have an indirect effect on entrepreneurial variables. In 

addition, democratic control, economic participation of members, education 

and cooperation between cooperatives have a direct effect on these variables. 

3 

Sedaghat 

Abkenar 

(2013) 

Investigating and identifying 

the influence of motivations of 

Iranian women entrepreneurs 

on the growth of their 

businesses (Tehran women 

entrepreneurs) 

The research was a descriptive correlation one. The statistical population of 

the research consisted of all women entrepreneurs of Tehran province who 

started an independent business alone or with a partnership, who had at least 

3 years of work experience or more. The results showed that the effect of 

women's motivations on the growth of their businesses is significant. 

Furthermore, there is a significant relationship between the variable of 

women's motivations in starting a business with the variables including the 

growth of sales, the number of employees, market share and variety of 

products/services. 

4 
Taravide 

(2016) 

Study of factors affecting 

women's entrepreneurship in 

the field of home businesses 

(the case of hand-woven in the 

city of Kermanshah 

The research was an applied one in terms of the purpose and a descriptive-

survey one in terms of the method. The statistical population of the study 

included 61 women entrepreneurs in Kermanshah city. All the statistical 

population was selected as the sample size (61 ones) and also the data was 

analyzed by Friedman test. The results showed that the items of gender 

discrimination of women's entrepreneurship do not have the same effect on 

entrepreneurship. 

5 
Amereh 

(2016) 

Presenting the model of social 

factors affecting 

entrepreneurial competence 

development in Iranian 

women 

The statistical population of this research was female entrepreneurial 

experts. Sampling was a judgmental one. This research was applied in terms 

of purpose, mixed (qualitative-quantitative) and exploratory in terms of the 

type of method. First, the effective social factors were identified reviewing 

the literature and research background and interviewing a number of women 

entrepreneurs. Theme analysis and the open coding were applied to analyze 

the interview data. In the quantitative phase, pair wise comparison 

questionnaires were distributed between 13 women entrepreneurs. Then, 

using the fuzzy hierarchical analysis method, quantitative data was analyzed. 

6 factors were confirmed as specific social factors and 4 factors as general 

social factors. The results of data analysis showed that in the section of 

specific social factors, the factor of general acceptance of women 

entrepreneurs and in the section of general social factors, the position and 

value of entrepreneurs are of great importance. 

6 
Karimi 

(2018) 

Investigating the impact of 

entrepreneurial organizations 

The research method was based on the review of library resources and field 

surveys. Collected data was evaluated using Chi-square and t tests in SPSS 
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Row Author Title Summary of the research 

in creating women's 

employment (Case study: 

Villages of Nimroz county) 

software. In addition, VICKOR model and AHP hierarchical analysis model 

were applied. The results indicated that there is a significant relationship 

between entrepreneurial organizations in creating women's employment in 

social and economic fields. Therefore, it is suggested that entrepreneurial 

organizations provide employment for rural women of this region by paying 

employment loans and bank facilities with very low interest, as well as 

holding training courses of business and self-employment for rural women. 

7 
Saghae 

(2018) 

Identifying the strategic 

responses of Iranian women 

entrepreneurs to institutional 

pressures 

Data was analyzed with a directional approach and a three-step coding 

method. Finally, it was revealed that female entrepreneurs in three studied 

provinces are under pressure from all three institutional dimensions. Specific 

pressures on women entrepreneurs in the regulatory dimension include 

pressure from officials (discrimination by law enforcers), in the normative 

dimension including pressure from male in society (intolerance of female 

being ahead of male and underestimating female) and pressure from the 

family (considering only the two roles of spousal and motherhood for 

women) and in the diagnostic dimension including women's duties (the 

necessity of behaving according to society's customs and considering 

women's first duties as spouses and mothers), self-deprecation (not fully 

recognizing one's abilities) and self-neglect (not taking care of women's 

needs by themselves). They also use compromise, avoidance and fight 

strategies in response to regulatory pressures, compromise, avoidance, fight 

and manipulation strategies in response to normative pressures and tolerance 

strategies in response to diagnostic pressures. The contexts of these 

responses were also identified as supportive family, women's network and 

financial need. 

8 
Mousavi 

(2019) 

The study of successful 

economic behaviors of 

entrepreneur women in Yazd 

city 

The data of this research was analyzed with the help of Corbin & Strauss 

grounded theory method, which included open, axial, and selective coding. 

The core category of the research was "constructive interaction with 

limitations". The contextual category that provided the formation of 

"constructive interaction with limitations" was imposed structures, mental 

barriers, and supportive capitals. Creating the situation and authority were 

the causal factors affecting entrepreneurship. Women's response and 

management included community orientation, self-improvement, women's 

understanding of entrepreneurship, commercial rationality, and role 

harmony. Finally, self-empowerment, and the value of the role were 

identified as the result of the constructive interaction with the limitation. 

 

3. Research Methodology 
3.1 Geographical Scope of the Research 

The south of Iran includes the southern areas of the 

Zagros Mountains and the northern shores of the 

Persian Gulf, which includes the provinces of Fars, 

Kohgiluyeh and Boyer Ahmad, Hormozgan and 

Bushehr. In some resources, the provinces of 

Khuzestan, Sistan and Baluchistan and Kerman are 

also included in this division. A large part of 

southern Iran has a hot and arid climate. The 

metropolises including Shiraz, Ahwaz, Kerman 

and the cities including Bandar Abbas, Bushehr, 

Sirjan, Rafsanjan, Bam, Jiroft, Kazeron, Fasa, 

Marvdasht, Jahorm and Yasouj are among the most 

populated cities in this region. The south of Iran has 

an enormous variety in terms of ethnics including 

Persians (Kohmera, Baseri, Achmi), Lors (Boyar-

Ahmadi, Behmai, Mamsani), Turks (Qashqai, 

Nafer, Baharloo and Inanlu) Sistanis, Baluchs, 

Arabs and Iranians of African descent. 

The south of Iran is the origin of Persian people and 

most of the people living in this part of Iran are 

Persian speakers. The rural women of these areas 

have been responsible for a variety of tasks. For 

instance, roughly 60% of the total agricultural 

activity including planting, protecting and 

harvesting in the village is the women's 

responsibility. Approximately 63% of the total 

animal husbandry activities such as grazing, 

milking and preparing dairy and food products are 

the responsibility of rural women. Shearing, wool 

spinning, preparing all kinds of clothes, tanning 

leather and producing musk, raising silkworms and 
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preparing silk fabrics, weaving carpets, rugs, and 

selling local products in local markets are carried 

out by rural women. Furthermore, there are more 

than 4000 female entrepreneurs, management of 

20% of entrepreneurship centers and 20% of 

knowledge-based companies are by women in 

various fields in Iran. Nevertheless, the precise 

number of women entrepreneurs in the south of 

Iran is either not registered or not available. 

Table 4 mentioned the cities of Fars, Kerman, 

Hormozgan, Bushehr, Kohkiloyeh and Boyer 

Ahmad provinces and did not include the cities of 

provinces including Sistan and Baluchestan and 

Khuzestan, about which no agreement was 

reached. Figure 2 and table 4 depict the study area.

 

 
 

Figure 1. The study area of effective factors in the investment process by women entrepreneurs in the southern 

villages of the country using the three-pronged model 

 

Table 3. The study area 
Row City Province Population (in 2016) Rank  

1 Shiraz Fars 1565572 1 

2 Kerman Kerman 537718 1 

3 Bandar Abbas Hormozgan 526648 1 

4 Bushehr Bushehr 223504 1 

5 Sirjan Kerman 199704 2 

6 Rafsanjan Kerman 161909 3 

7 Marvdasht Fars 148858 2 

8 Jahrom Fars 141634 3 

9 Bam Kerman 138429 4 

10 Yasuj Kohgiloyeh and Boyerahmad 134532 1 

11 Jiroft Kerman 130429 5 

12 Fasa Fars 110825 4 

13 Barazjan Bushehr 110567 2 

14 Dogonbadan Kohgiloyeh and Boyerahmad 96728 2 

15 Kazeron Fars 96683 5 
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3.2. Methodology  

In this research, descriptive survey and correlation 

method have been used. The steps of this research 

are as follows:  

This research is based on a theoretical framework. 

This framework is known as the three-pronged 

conceptual model. In this model, applying the 

theory of Mirzaei Ahranjani & Sarlak (2005), the 

effective factors in the investment process by 

women entrepreneurs in the southern villages of 

the country using the three-pronged model in figure 

(1) are classified into three main branches 

including structural, behavioral and contextual. A) 

Structural factor branch: It includes all physical 

and non-human elements and conditions, which is 

connected with discipline, rule and special order 

(Mirzaei, 2009). B) Behavioral factor branch: The 

behavioral norms, informal communication and 

specific patterns which are connected and form the 

main content (Abir et al., 2015). C) Contextual 

factor branch: It includes all environmental 

conditions and factors (Alehasan et al., 2020).

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Figure 2. The three-pronged model of the effective factors in the investment process by women 

entrepreneurs in the southern villages of the country, derived from the three-pronged model of 

Mirzaei Ahranjani & Sarlak (2005). 

 

In this research, to analyze the data collected 

through field study, descriptive and inferential 

statistical methods have been used with the help of 

SPSS15 software. Then, applying the LISREL 8.5 

software, the relationships between independent 

and dependent variables and the structural equation 

have been determined.  

The statistical population included senior experts 

of Agricultural Jihad, professors and doctoral 

students of entrepreneurship and business, elected 

rural entrepreneurs, experts of the Rural 

Development Research Institute, business creation 

consultants in the southern regions of Iran with a 

total number of 618 ones, of which 350 were 

female and 268 were male. The sample of the 

research was selected purposefully and responded 

to the questionnaire. Table (3) shows the gender, 

education and age of the statistical population.

 
Table 4. The statistical population of effective factors in the investment process by women entrepreneurs in the 

southern villages of the country using the three-pronged model 
  Percent 

Statistical population 

Senior experts of Agricultural Jihad 13.9 

Professors and doctoral students of entrepreneurship and business 26.5 

Elected rural entrepreneurs 5.7 

Experts of the Rural Development Research Institute 45.5 

Business creation consultants 8.4 

Age 

33-45 15.9 

46-50 40.7 

51 and over 32.1 

Gender 
Male 56.64 

Female 43.36 

Contextual 

 

Structural 

Behavioral 
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Reliability of the research shows how much the 

measurement tool gives the same results under the 

same conditions. Therefore, in the current research, 

the reliability of the questionnaire was calculated 

through Cronbach's alpha for the 35 primary 

questionnaires, which obtained 0.831 for the 

structural factor, 0.827 for the behavioral factor, 

0.798 for the contextual factor, and 0.907 for the 

total. Validity measures the extent to which the 

instrument measures what it is supposed to 

measure. The content validity was confirmed by 

professors and entrepreneurship experts. 

The structural equation model is a comprehensive 

statistical approach for testing hypotheses about 

the relationships between visible or observable 

variables and hidden variables or unobservable 

variables. Through this approach, it is possible to 

test the acceptability of theoretical models in 

specific societies, using correlation data. Structural 

equation modeling is a very general and powerful 

multivariate analysis technique of the multivariate 

regression. The more precise expression of this 

model is the extension of the linear model, which 

allows the researcher to test hypotheses about the 

relationship between visible and hidden variables. 

Sometimes the covariance structure analysis, 

causative model is also called LISREL. According 

to figure (2), designed based on the three-branch 

model, the model is first validated and then the 

structural equation model is examined and 

evaluated. In addition, in order to obtain the 

validity of the model, it is necessary to assess factor 

validity, which is a form of construct validity and 

is obtained through factor analysis. There are two 

types of factor analysis including exploratory 

factor analysis and confirmatory factor analysis. 

The difference between exploratory and 

confirmatory analysis is that the exploratory 

method identifies the common variance 

explanation method of a correlation matrix and is 

applied when there is no model while the 

confirmatory method determines whether the data 

is consistent with a certain factor structure or not  

4. Research Findings 
Diagram 1 shows the structural equation model of 

contextual, behavioral and structural factors

. 

 
Figure 3. The structural equation model of contextual, behavioral and structural factors of the research 

 

Fitting the structural equation model shows that 

X2=324, X2/DF1/102 index and 

RMSEA0.023/RMR=0.021/NIFO.91NFFI0.98CF

I0.96/P-VALUE0.11001. The general results of the 

Behavioral 

Contextual 

Effecti

ve 

factors 
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structural equation model of the research indicates 

that three factors including structural, behavioral 

and contextual factors have effects. In addition, 

RMR/RMSEA is less than 0.5, NFI/NFFI and CFI 

are approximately 0.90, indicating that the model 

has a good fit. The results also show that the 

contextual factor is as effective as the structural 

factor. 

Table 5 shows testing the main and sub-hypotheses 

of effective factors in the investment process by 

women entrepreneurs in the southern villages of 

the country using the three-pronged model.

 
Table 5. Testing the main hypotheses 

Major hypotheses β t Status 

1. Structural factor 0.51 6.38 Confirmed 

2. Behavioral factor 0.28 3.51 Confirmed 

3. Contextual factor 0.52 5.63 Confirmed 

Sub-hypotheses of Structural factor  β t Status 

1. Accessing to distribution channels and the ability to supply rural products and services to the 

market on time is effective in achieving investment and creating business by women 

entrepreneurs in the southern villages of the country.  

0.25 2.53 Confirmed 

2. Obtaining financial resources is effective in achieving investment and creating business by 

women entrepreneurs in the southern villages of the country. 
0.51 3.68 Confirmed 

3. Financial management and the ability to provide needed fund and credit in achieving 

investment and creating business by women entrepreneurs in the southern villages of the country. 
0.43 3.79 Confirmed 

4. Profitability and capital return are effective in achieving investment and creating business by 

women entrepreneurs in the southern villages of the country. 
0.46 3.87 Confirmed 

5. Cooperation with banks in providing financial resources and granting facilities in the growth of 

different sectors in the village is effective in achieving investment and creating business by 

women entrepreneurs in the southern villages of the country. 

0.23 2.37 Confirmed 

6. Paying attention to developers is effective in achieving investment and creating business by 

women entrepreneurs in the southern villages of the country. 
0.49 4.06 Confirmed 

7. Paying attention to the social environment is effective in achieving investment and creating 

business by women entrepreneurs in the southern villages of the country 
0.44 4.09 Confirmed 

8. Paying attention to the political environment is effective in achieving investment and creating 

business by women entrepreneurs in the southern villages of the country. 
0.36 0.59 

Not 

confirmed 

9. Paying attention to the rate of changes is effective in achieving investment and creating 

business by women entrepreneurs in the southern villages of the country. 
-0.08 -0.14 

Not 

confirmed 

Sub-hypotheses of behavioral factor  β t Status 

10. Education and training are effective in achieving investment and creating business by women 

entrepreneurs in the southern villages of the country. 
0.24 2.45 Confirmed 

11. Acquiring entrepreneurial skills is effective in achieving investment and creating business by 

women entrepreneurs in the southern villages of the country. 
-0.07 -1.06 

Not 

confirmed 

12. Increasing risk taking capability is effective in achieving investment and creating business by 

women entrepreneurs in the southern villages of the country. 
0.24 2.44 Confirmed 

13. Paying attention to research and development and its transfer is effective in achieving 

investment and creating business by women entrepreneurs in the southern villages of the country. 
0.28 2.92 Confirmed 

Sub-hypotheses of contextual factor  β t Status 

14. Paying attention to the culture of supporting and stimulating entrepreneurship is effective in 

achieving investment and creating business by women entrepreneurs in the southern villages of 

the country. 

0.22 2.13 Confirmed 

15. Supporting and increasing motivation by the authorities are effective in achieving investment 

and creating business by women entrepreneurs in the southern villages of the country. 
0.00 -0.05 

Not 

confirmed 

16. Legislating the necessary laws and regulations for business development and obtaining 

licenses are effective in achieving investment and creating business by women entrepreneurs in 

the southern villages of the country. 

0.29 2.89 Confirmed 
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6. Discussion and conclusion 
The results showed that the contextual factor is 

equal to the structural factor in terms of the level of 

effecting. The behavioral factor is also effective in 

achieving investment. In other words, a structure is 

formed when the behavior is entrepreneurial. 

Considering the role of female entrepreneurs in 

rural communities, they can be considered as the 

main factor of development. The level of 

participation of women entrepreneurs in economic 

activities provides the context for the development 

of rural areas in southern Iran. Therefore, it is 

necessary to create the routes to self-awareness, 

direct women's economic and social capabilities, 

and plan to attract their participation in various 

activities. 

In the main hypothesis section; structural factor 

with 0.52 (β)/6.38(t), behavioral factor with 0.28 

(β)/3.51 (t) and contextual factor with 0.52 (β)/5.63 

(t) were confirmed. In terms of structural factor, 

paying attention to developers with 0.49 

(β)/40.6(t), paying attention to the environment 

with 0.44(β)/4.09(t) were confirmed. In terms of 

behavioral factor, paying attention to research and 

development with 0.28(β)/2.92(t), and paying 

attention to education and training with 

0.24(β)/2.45(t), and increasing risk taking 

capability with 0.24(β)/2.45(t); and in the 

contextual factor legislating the necessary laws and 

regulations with 0.29(β)/ 2.89(t) were confirmed. 

According to the results, paying attention to the 

environment is one of the effective factors. It is in 

agreement with Almasian (2018) which showed 

that environmental factors directly affect business 

and entrepreneurship and include customers, 

suppliers, competitors, alternative products, etc., 

and it can be interpreted as an industry. 

Furthermore, Afzal (2016) noted that the effects of 

the environment on organizations and 

entrepreneurship are of two types: If the 

environment is incompatible with entrepreneurship 

in the desired field, it will be one of the most 

important obstacles for entrepreneurship in that 

field. On the contrary, if it is in the same direction 

of that, it will be the context for the development 

and expansion of entrepreneurship in the desired 

field. Therefore, choosing the right field for 

economic activity and investment, which is not 

incompatible with the environment and is in the 

same direction of it, is of paramount importance. 

Accordingly, paying attention to the social 

environment is effective in achieving investment 

and creating business by women entrepreneurs in 

the southern villages of the country. The social 

environment also includes socio-cultural fields and 

fields that consisted of common beliefs and 

attitudes of rural women. This social environment 

includes items such as population growth, gender 

demographics, women's age distribution, women's 

health status, women's education level, social 

lifestyle and their attitudes, and it deserves special 

consideration. 

Hosseini (2018) showed that the developer leads to 

start a new business. Furthermore, many other 

tasks such as planning, managing tasks, monitoring 

the work process of others, etc. are of important 

tasks which the developer needs to do. Therefore, 

existing such a person is necessary at the start of 

the business. 

Although the definition and concept of the 

developer is various for different groups and 

businesses which is a little different in rural 

business research, in general, the developer must 

create the business and monitor their work process 

and manage them. As a result, not only does the 

developer has its own great responsibility, but also 

she must accept the responsibility of other sectors 

to some extent. This developer in the rural sector 

can play the role of an energy injector, that is, she 

is exactly the one who comes up with perfect 

solutions while encountering problems and 

reminds them of women's capabilities. Admittedly, 

this capability originates from perceiving the 

capabilities of others, and consequently, it causes 

the growth and development of a business. This 

finding was consistent with Soltani (2017) and 

Delavar Kuran Kordiye (2012). 

In terms of the behavioral factors, it revealed that 

research and development is more effective. 

Mousavi (2019) found out that research and 

development play a significant role in expansion, 

success and creation of business. In other words, 

when a system or a business, in general, takes 

research and development into consideration, it 

will soon observe a dramatic increase in its sales. 

Definitely, research and development methods are 

various for each sector, particularly in the village, 

and it is not possible to determine a specific method 

for all businesses. Nonetheless, it is crystal clear 

that research and development methods should be 

within the framework of goal including women's 
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participation, rural women's activities, native and 

local businesses, etc. and be completely consistent 

with the goals. This factor was also congruent with 

the results of Hamidi Fard (2022) and Abir (2015). 

In the contextual factor section, legislating the 

necessary laws and regulations were confirmed, 

which were in line with Afzal (2016) and Amereh 

(2016). Hemayati Klash (2019) pointed out that in 

a situation where the continuous improvement of 

the business and entrepreneurship environment is 

on the agenda of the government and executive 

organizations, the business owners' and economic 

activists' awareness of the laws and regulations 

governing the business and entrepreneurship 

environment has an effective role in the level of 

success and creation of businesses and not getting 

involved with the bureaucracy governing the 

business environment. Accordingly, it can be noted 

that laws and regulations, along with other 

components, are always mentioned as of the 

important and effective factors in the development 

of the rural sector. It is obvious that in the route of 

growth of such entrepreneurial businesses, 

investigating laws and regulations should be 

considered as essential principles in a correct and 

scientific management.  

From the start and launch of the business to the 

stages of its development and finally its 

liquidation, various laws and regulations are 

involved. This governing starts as entering the first 

stage, namely obtaining the necessary permits, and 

finally, in the rest of the way, by determining 

various mechanisms on the different performance 

of companies in trading, registering, taxing, 

investing field, etc. show the upper limit of their 

supervision. Awareness or lack of awareness about 

this issue, which have a direct effect on the benefits 

and losses of each system, can lead to an increase 

or decrease in the investors' risk and pave the way 

for development or face the business with 

bankruptcy. Therefore, it is a significant factor 

especially in rural start-up businesses by women 

and it should be taken into account. Finally, 

according to the results, the following suggestions 

are recommended: 

• Making the training of entrepreneurship 

compulsory in the villages of southern Iran for 

women and giving special privileges to them. 

Training activities: Training programs should be 

based on women's condition in the village in such 

a way that the level of education, type of 

profession, geographical region are of the effective 

factors in the design and implementation of 

training programs. Providing training packages and 

the possibility of distance training is also useful for 

all entrepreneurs in the southern parts of the 

country.  

• Establishing entrepreneurship centers in villages 

with legal requirement: In the south of Iran, no 

private institution has been established for the 

development of women's entrepreneurship. As 

long as the development of women's 

entrepreneurship is placed in the government's 

policy priorities, the private sector will also find a 

suitable opportunity to participate in this process 

and can provide training, consulting, and research 

and development services to play an effective role 

in the development of women's entrepreneurship.  

• Providing consultative activities  

• Reducing obstacles to starting new businesses 

and women's entrepreneurial activities in southern 

villages by the government and families  

• Conducting research activities in the investment 

process by women entrepreneurs in the southern 

villages as the precise number and activity of them 

has not yet been accurately determined. Therefore, 

research activities can be one of the measures by 

governments and institutions in this regard. Studies 

in the field of the marketing, knowing the 

experiences of other rural areas in the south of the 

country, knowing the entrepreneurial opportunities 

in different areas in the south of the country 

provide suitable opportunities to act for other 

activities.  
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عوامل موثردر فرایند سرمایه گذاری توسط زنان  کارآفرین روستاهای جنوب کشور  با استفاده از مدل سه  

 شاخکی  
 

   3، نیلوفر آزادی2، علی شجاعی فرد1*علی شکور
 

ایران  مرودشت،  مرودشت،  انسانی، دانشگاه  آزاد اسلامی واحد  یجغرافیا استاد -1
 

 نور، تهران، ایراندانشگاه پیام  ،  مدیریتدانشیار   -2

 موسسه آموزش عالی پاسارگاد، شیراز ، ایران    ،مدیریت ورزشی  استادیار -3
 

 چکیده مبسوط

 

 مقدمه  .1
کارآفرینی روستتایی هه عنوان راکااری مناستب هرای تواندند ستازی و  

ظرفیت ستتتازی در منارو روستتتتایی در جهت تغییر الگوی زندگی  

کنونی، ایجاد هراهری اقتصتادی، اجتداعی، میییی و نهادی می هاشتد   

در این میان، زنان نقش مهدی در ارتقای اشتتتغاو و ههدود ویتت یت  

یفا می کنند  کویت دادن و استتتقلاو  اقتصتتادی منارو روستتتایی ا

هخشتتیدن هه آنان و فراکک کردن زمینه ی مشتتارکت ف او آن کا در  

اجتداعی خصتتو تتا ف الیت کای کارآفرینی،  -امور مختلف اقتصتتادی

عتامتم مهدی در انگی ش هیش تر این نیروی عمیک در خرخته کتای  

تولیدی اجتداعی استتتت  اف ایش قاهم ملاحمه زنان شتتتاعم واق یت  

ناتارنتاپت یر جتام ته ایران استتتت  هرای ظهور ف تالیتت کتای کتارآفرینتانته  ا

اجتداعی مناستب یتروری استت،   -وجود زمینه کا و شترای  فرکنگی

اگر خه عوامم مختلفی در کارآفرینانه ساختن هخش روستایی  دخالت  

دارد که متی توانتد موجتب شاتست یتا موفقیتت تیقتو کارآفرینی  

هررسی موشاافانه کلیه جنده کتای کتارآفرینی    زنان  شود، اما درك و

نتایج حا م  متتیتوانتتد عامتتم مو ری در اف ایش نرو موفقیت هاشد    

میندایدکه   مشخص  تیقیو  این  رفتاری،  از  ساختاری،  عامم  سه 

زمینهای و  مهک ترین  موارد کر عتامتم هته ترتیتب هتوجته هته میی   

   نین و مقررات لازم ؛،اجتدتاعی ؛  ه توجته هته توستتت ته ؛  ه ایجتاد قوا

را دارا  ساختاری  قاهلیت اندازهگیری هه  ورت یاپارخه درمدو م ادله  

می هاشد  در پژوکش انجام شده متتتتتتشخص گردید که خگونه ها  

مولفهکای ا تتلی متی  ج ئیتر شدن و ت یین زیر مجدوعه کر یک از  

توان مراحم شناخت و پیاده سازی  فرایند ستتترمایه گ اری  و ایجاد  

 کسب و کار  زنان را هه شام نوآورانه خلو ندود 

   

   تحقیق .مبانی نظری2
در هستیاری از کشتورکای پیشترفته و نی  هرخی کشتورکا ی در حاو  

توستت ه ری خند دکه  ی اخیر توجه خا تتی هه مویتتوف کارآفرینی  

وکارآفرینان شتده استت  علت توجه هه این مویتوف نقش  مهک، م دت  

وستازنده کارآفرینان در توست ه ی  اقتصتادی پایدار و ههره هرداری از  

درجهتت مقتاهلته هتا مستتتائتم وختالش کتایی این انرژی ونیروی  هتالقوه 

در  دو دکه اخیر ،   .نمیر تورم، رکود و هه خصتو  هیااری هوده استت

در ستراستر جهان میال ات هر روی کارآفرینی زنان در حاو گستترش  

است، زیرا زنان  در زمان کوتاکی توانسته اند ها ورود  هه عر ه کسب  

  .رکا ایجاد کنندو کار تیولات عمیدی در توستت ه اقتصتتادی  کشتتو

اجتداعی، مشتارکت زنان و  -یای از شتاخص کای توست ه اقتصتادی  

اجتداعی استتت نیدی  -نیوه ی ایفای نقش آنان در حیات اقتصتتادی  

از روستتتاییان و خانوارکای کشتتاورز را زنان تشتتایم می دکند که  

تأمین  کننده هیش از نیدی از  تنای  در ستیج جهان کستتنداز این  

تواننتد از نمر نیروی کتار عتامتم مهدی هرای  و زنتان کتارآفرین می   رو  

امروزه نقش زنان در ایجاد کسب و کارکای    توس ه هه شدار آیند

جدید مورد توجه قرار گرفته و ستتهک وستتی ی از زنان از کدین 

کای کا در هیرانهستیاری از دولت  اندرریو وارد هازار کار شتده

مندی  کایی و ها ههره اند ها اتخاذ تداهیر و ستیاستت اقتصتادی توانستته 

ی خود فتایو آینتد و در کتای جتام ته از نیروی کتار زنتان هر هیران 

ها توجه هه ایناه هخش عمیدی از جام ه را  مستیر توست ه موفو شتوند   

دکند، در میان زنان، هررستتی ویتت یت زنان  در ایجاد  زنان تشتتایم می 

 ای دارد  کسب و کارکا در در روستاکا اکدیت ویژه 
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جنوهی کشتتور ایران که  کای  کدچنین در جام ه کنونی مانند استتتان

جوام  روستتتتتایی از هیدتاری م من هیاتاری و هیران اشتتتتغتاو رنج  

هرند و مردان در شتغلی کستتند که از آن درآمد ناخی   هه دستت  می

گ اری و  آورند، ماان ماان مناستتب  هرای زندگی، کار و ستترمایهمی

ایجاد کار  هرای زنان هستیار تن  استت، هناهراین کارآفرینی  و سترمایه  

گ اری این قشتر از جام ه از اکدیت هخصتو تی هرخوردار استت  ل ا  

هته ارزیتاهی عوامتم مو ر در  فراینتد ستتترمتایته  میققین هر آن شتتتدنتد  

گ اری و ایجاد کستتب و کار توستت  زنان کارآفرین در روستتتاکای  

 جنوب کشور هپردازند  

 . روش تحقیق 3
در این پژوکش از روش تو یفی پیدایشیو روش کددستگی استفاده  

مراحتم روش اجرای این پژوکش  هر پایه یک خارخو   شده است   

نمری استوار است  این خارخوب هتته متتدو مفهتتومی ستته شتتاخگی  

م تتتتتروی متتتتتی هاشد  و هه سه شاخه ا لی ساختاری، رفتاری و  

و هرای تیلیم دادهکای جدتتتتت آوری     زمینهایردقههندی می شود 

شتتتده از رریو میال ه میدانی نی ، از انواف روش های آمار تو یفی و  

استفاده شده است  و ها    SPSS15استتتتندتاری  در قالب نرم اف ار

اف ار نرم  از  و    LISREL8.5استفاده  مستقم  متغیرکای  رواه   نی  

 واهسته و م ادله ساختاری ت یین گردیده است 

 ی تحقیقها. یافته4
نتایج نشان داد عامم زمینتتتهای از نمر می ان ا رگ اری هراهر ها عامم  

ساختاری است، نقش عامم رفتاری که در تیقتتتتتو  کدی متتتتتو ر  

استتت  هتته عدتتارت دیگتتر زمانی یک ساختار شتتام متتیگیتترد کتته  

در هخش فرییات ا لی   عامم  رفتتتتتار کتتتتار آفرینانتتتته هاشتتتتد   

   3 51(t)/(β) 28 0  عتامتم رفتتاری    6 38(t)/(β) 52 0ستتتاختتاری  

مورد تتاییتد قرار گرفتت   در    5 63(t)/(β)   52 0عتامتم زمینته ای  

هخش  ستتتاختتاری توجته هته توستتت ته دکنتدگتان  توجته  هته میی  هته  

عتتامتتم  40 6(t)   0 44(β)/4 09(t)/(β)  49 0ترتیتتب   هخش    در 

  و  2 92(t)  /(β)28 0رفتتاری هته ترتیتب توجته هته تیقیو و توستتت ته 

   و اف ایش قدرت ریسک  2 45(t)  /(β)24 0ه هه ت لیک و آموزشتوج

  و  در عتامتم زمینته ای   فوانین مقررات  2 45(t)  /(β)24 0پت یری 

0 29(β)/  2 89(t) تایید شد   

 گیری  نتیجه. بحث و  5

سه عامم ساختاری،    نتایج حا م از این تیقیو مشخص میندایدکه  

رفتاری، زمینهای و  مهک ترین  موارد کر عتامتم هته ترتیتب هتوجته هته  

میی  اجتدتاعی ؛  ه توجته هته توستتت ته ؛  ه ایجتاد قوانین و مقررات  

ساختاری  لازم ؛، قاهلیت اندازهگیری هه  ورت یاپارخه درمدو م ادله  

را دارا می هاشد  در پژوکش انجام شده متتشخص گردید که خگونه ها  

ج ئیتر شدن و ت یین زیر مجدوعه کر یک از مولفهکای ا تتتتتتلی  

ستتاختاری، رفتتتاری و زمینتتهای، متتی توان مراحم شناخت و پیاده  

سازی  فرایند سترمایه گ اری  و ایجاد کستب و کار  زنان را هه شام  

عنایتت هته م ادله مدوکامم ساختاری میتوان  نوآورانه خلو ندود  ها  

فرایند سترمایه گ اری و ایجاد کستب و کار     هه اکدیت این عوامم در

از این    پی هرد توست  زنان  کارآفرینان در روستتاکای جنوب کشتور  

رو ف الیت کای تیقیقاتی و آموزشتی می تواند یای از اقدمات  دولت  

اشتتتد  آشتتتنایی ها زمینه هازار،  کا و نهادکای در ارتداط ها مویتتتوف ه

شتناخت تجارب سایر منارو کشور ، موان  کارآفرینی هانوان، شناخت  

فر تتت کای کارآفرینی  هانوان در منارو روستتتایی مختلف جنوب  

کشتور فر تت کای مناستدی هرای اقدام جهت ف الیت کای کارآفرینانه  

هر حستب    هانوان را فراکک می آورد کدچنین هرنامه کای آموزشتی هاید

ترکیب زنان روستا  هاشد   هه این  ترتیب که  سیج سود،  نوف حرفه،  

منیقته جغرافیتایی  از جدلته عوامتم  ا رگت ار در رراحی  و اجرای  

هرنامه کای آموزشتتی می هاشتتد   تهیه هستتته کای آموزشتتی و اماان  

استتفاده از راه  دور  هرای کلیه کارآفرینان اقصتی نقاط  جنوب کشتور  

 ید می هاشد نی  مف
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Abstract  
Purpose- Supporting and stimulating agricultural development has a decisive role in rural development and is considered the main 

basis of rural development. Therefore, the agricultural sector and rural areas in Iran are still far from the real potentials for 

development. Therefore, this study aimed at the consequences of creative agriculture and its role in the development of rural areas of 

Roshtkhar County in Razavi Khorasan province. 

Design/methodology/approach-This research was an applied one, conducted with descriptive-correlation and causal-relational 

methods. The statistical population of the research consists of all heads of rural households (21,785) in Roshtkhar County, using the 

Cochran formula, 377 farmers from the heads of households were selected as a sample. The main tools of the research were 

researcher-made questionnaire, field observations and library studies. Then, the questionnaires were distributed in 20 villages of the 

study area. SPSS software and structural equation modeling approach were employed to analyze the data. 

Findings: The results of the fitted model showed that creative agriculture had the greatest effects on economic (0.405) and social 

(0.370) variables. The results of investigating the status of creative agriculture in the study area showed that more than 60% of rural 

farmer households stated that creative agriculture has been able to play a significant role in rural development. 

Limitations/Strategies: The dispersion of the studied villages to fill out the questionnaire depending on the topic at the village level, 

the lack of awareness of some rural households towards conducting research projects in order to complete the questionnaire, and 

finally the costs of conducting this research are challenging of this study. 

Practical solutions: Finally, according to the results, solutions such as the full implementation of modern irrigation systems, 

changing the cultivation pattern and using up-to-date machinery and tools in the agricultural sector can improve the results and the 

consequences of creative agriculture and its role in rural development in the villages and the implementation strategies of this solution 

are considered necessary. 

Original/value- This study is significant as the recognition of different issues of creative agriculture at the regional level can help to 

take an important step in order to improve the condition of rural households in different dimensions (economic, social-cultural, 

institutional-managerial and physical). 
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1. Introduction 
owadays, one of the most important 

concerns, particularly in developing 

countries, is to reach an acceptable 

level of development in different 

dimensions, and rural development is considered 

one of the primary and important dimensions of 

national development in any country (Mirlotfi et 

al., 2017). 

Today, it is possible to analyze the current 

situation and future perspective of rural areas with 

regard to the agricultural landscape. Rural 

economy, as one of the most basic aspects of 

village existence, has long been associated with 

agriculture and agronomical and horticultural 

activities (Nouri Zamanabadi & Amini Faskhudi, 

2007). In fact, the only way to escape dependence 

on oil revenues is to leave the single-product 

economy. Among export goods, the export of 

agricultural products is of paramount importance 

and currently includes a major part of non-oil 

exports (Dadres Moghadam, 2010). The 

agricultural sector is one of the most important 

sectors of the country's economy, so that more 

than a third of the gross national product, more 

than a quarter of employment, and approximately 

87 percent of the country's food needs and nearly 

36 percent of non-oil exports depend on this 

sector. Even in unfavorable economic conditions, 

this sector has shown prosperity and new 

capacities, which have remained somewhat 

unknown to many economists (Shakouri, 2005). 

Nonetheless, the emergence and continuation of 

various social, economic and environmental 

issues at the global level, including issues in the 

agricultural sector, affected by the failure of the 

market and growth-oriented development policies 

in the framework of the modernization theory, 

make it necessary to revise the development 

theories with an emphasis on re-adjusting the 

relationship between human and the environment 

and establish a favorable relationship between 

economy and ecology and in response, the theory 

of rural development as the dominant paradigm of 

development and accordingly agricultural 

development were proposed (Moteei Langroudi & 

Shamsai, 2008; Rezaei-Moghaddam et al. 2005; 

Naderi Mahdeie, 2007). The confrontation of 

agricultural development with several challenges 

such as providing food security and safety, 

employment and income profitability, technology 

development, etc. reveals the need to adopt an 

effective strategy to achieve this goal (Finland's 

EU Presidency, 2006; Sharif Zadeh et al. 2009; 

FAO, 1997). In this regard, the necessity of a 

structural transformation in the current 

agricultural sector in the direction of agricultural 

development based on being creative in the 

framework of agricultural development has been 

emphasized (European Commission, 2013). 

The requirement for this is to change the role of 

farmers and the management system of the 

agricultural sector in a way that is able to change 

at the global level. Therefore, the agricultural 

sector and the farmers today should be able to 

recognize sustainable opportunities and create 

different economic, social and environmental 

values simultaneously. Thus, the only main actor 

of these changes is the farmers who, as the main 

actors in the process of transition to agricultural 

development, must be creative (McElwee, 2006). 

As a result, in the current situation, creativity in 

the agricultural sector has been highlightrd as a 

key strategy which can respond to various 

challenges of agricultural development (OECD, 

2008; Sharif Zadeh et al. 2009). Considering the 

natural disasters that have occurred in Iran, such 

as unprecedented droughts and frequent warming 

in recent years, the approach of agriculture at the 

country level should be changed to a new 

approach such as creative agriculture, which has 

been able to consider all aspects of agricultural 

sector in order to achieve sustainable agriculture 

(Afrakhteh et al., 2013). 

Rural areas in Iran namely the rural areas of 

Roshtkhar county, has these types of natural 

disasters, and the experts of this matter should be 

aligned with the changes in the country. 

Roshtkhar County is surrounded by Torbat 

Heydarieh from the north and west, Khaf County 

from the east and southeast, and Gonabad County 

from the south. The study area (villages of 

Roshtkhar County) has 57 inhabited villages and 

46,525 people, of which 20% of the population 

lives in the city and 80% lives in rural areas, most 

of whom are engaged in agriculture and animal 

husbandry. This area is one of the major areas in 

the field of horticultural and agricultural 

production (saffron, pistachio and wheat) in 

Razavi Khorasan province. Khorasan-Razavi 

province, having a vast production sector of 

N 
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agricultural products, has the highest production 

efficiency in the country, and in the meantime, the 

area of Roshtkhar County has allocated nearly 

60% of the production of the agricultural sector 

(Agricultural Jihad of Roshtkhar County, 2022). 

The agricultural products grown in this region 

have been able to play a significant role in the 

condition of rural households due to their large 

income generation. Therefore, the current research 

is designed to answer the following questions: 

1- What are the most important effective factors 

in creative agriculture? 

2- What is the relationship between creative 

agriculture and rural development? 

2. Research Theoretical Literature  

Development is of the concepts that has a close 

relationship with individuals' lives and is 

responsible for raising the standard of life by 

creating favorable and optimal conditions (Dadvar 

Khani, et al., 2013). Since a huge part of the 

population is in rural areas, rural development is 

an inevitable part of national development 

(Dadvar Khani, 2006). As a normative term, rural 

development has had difficulties in evaluation, 

measurement and diagnosis since long ago, and as 

a result, the rural economic, social and physical 

system has also become more diverse and 

complex with the passage of time (Long et al, 

2011). 

There are different views regarding the concept of 

rural development; according to the World Bank, 

rural development is a strategy designed to 

improve the economic and social life of a specific 

group of people-the rural poor. In this view, the 

rural poor include small-scale farmers, renters, 

and landless villagers (Moteei Langroudi, 2003). 

If development is to occur in third world countries 

and be self-sustaining to some extent, it must start 

in rural areas. Basic issues such as widespread 

poverty, progressing inequality, excessive 

population growth and unemployment are all 

rooted in stagnation and the downward trend of 

economic life in rural areas (Todaro, 1965). 

In the early 1990s, rural development was almost 

synonymous with agricultural development 

(Mirlotfi et al., 2017). Agriculture plays a major 

role in the economic and social development of 

most rural areas (Connolly Boutin & Smit, 2016) 

and is their biggest source of employment (Jun & 

Xiang, 2011). The majority of people in rural 

areas are directly or indirectly dependent on 

agriculture and related activities for their 

livelihood, and most planners, both at the local 

and national levels, emphasize the importance of 

agricultural development (Moshkbid et al., 2020). 

However, nowadays, due to the vast changes as 

well as climatic changes, the development of 

agriculture in different regions, especially in less 

developed countries, is facing major challenges. 

Therefore, creative agriculture should be taken 

into consideration. Warren (2004) define 

creativity in agriculture as an effort to diversify 

production and get rid of raw materials in the 

cycle of production and move towards production 

for the market, using the capacities of farms for 

job creation (Sepahpanah & Movahedi, 2015). 

In most parts of the world, particularly in 

developing countries, due to the dominance of 

agricultural activity, farmers are the main players 

in the economy of their region (Sojasi Qeidari et 

al., 2011). As ordinary farmers, they often have a 

traditional and subsistence farming method which 

prevents innovation and creativity (Habbershon, 

2006). Market changes, agricultural policies, 

environmental issues and employment are of 

significant factors that increasingly demonstrate 

creativity in agriculture (Khosravipour & 

Dehghanpour, 2015). Creative agriculture means 

the process of identifying opportunities, threats, 

strengths and weaknesses of the activity 

environment, including agriculture, with a special 

and new methodology and policy to create 

agricultural development and transformation. This 

development is associated with the presentation of 

new thinking, methods and measures to solve the 

current and former problems of agriculture, which 

is the result of cooperation between the main 

actors of agriculture (activists of the agricultural 

sector) and external actors (planners, managers 

and officials) as well as considering the global 

conditions and developments, new technology and 

rural culture and environmental limitations in line 

with achieving creative agriculture. 

In general, such a process leads to the 

improvement of the economic situation of the 

villagers and especially the farmers. Therefore, 

creative agriculture is a new method in the 

agricultural sector to increase and create income 

and wealth, as well as create employment 

(Rokneddin Eftekhari et al., 2010). In this regard, 

the consequences of creative agriculture have 
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been divided into the following three categories in 

this study: 

A- Economic (occupation and income, economic 

growth, accessibility, investment): Since 

creativity in the agricultural sector can be of high 

value, therefore, solving its challenges in the path 

of development shows a promising outcome for 

dynamics rural economy (FAO, 2008) and it can 

be considered as a good source of income for the 

poor and weak villagers of the rural society. 

B- Social (participation, durability, educational 

facilities): In terms of social point, agriculture and 

cultivation pattern are determining factors in 

maintaining social cohesion, strengthening the 

social and cultural structure of the village, 

creating social networks for villagers and farmers, 

attracting facilities and services and finally are 

considered as the biggest and most important 

parameters for political, social and economic 

stability and security in the village (Mansouri, 

2009). Social evolution is an evolution flowing 

from subsistence cultivation to commercial 

production of agricultural products, which 

includes specializing in the production of cash 

products, purchasing non-agricultural products in 

the market, and prevailing wage labor in 

agriculture. In fact, the basic needs strategy can be 

mentioned here. The basic needs strategy was 

noticed in many developing countries in the 

1970s. This strategy is looking for a way to 

provide the basic needs of the poorest population 

of developing countries for income and services 

within a generation. In general, this strategy in 

developing countries affected the quality of life in 

rural areas, but could not eradicate poverty 

(Razavi, 1978). 

C- Physical: Due to the creativity in the 

agricultural sector in the last few years, it has 

been able to have consequences for rural 

households in terms of physical aspect such as 

capabilities and accessibility, architectural style 

and construction, development of physical 

facilities such as access to agricultural machines 

and tools, access to personal vehicles, the 

development of communication routes 

(transportation) at the county level. 

Reviewing and delving into scientific papers, 

most of the researches have been conducted about 

agriculture, and there is no research related to 

investigating the effects and consequences of 

creative agriculture on the development of rural 

areas, and if a research has been carried out, it is a 

similar research. Therefore, researches about the 

effects of the agricultural sector on rural 

development, which have been identified as 

related to the research topic, are mentioned in the 

following as the background. 

Dehghani (2014) conducted a research about the 

importance and role of agricultural activities in 

rural development. The results indicate that 

attention to the increase in population growth and 

the decrease in agricultural land per capita, the 

high cost of production, the high amount of waste 

especially in horticultural products, the lack of 

proper marketing, seasonal and hidden 

unemployment and the decrease in income in this 

sector have made agriculture encounter problems 

and challenges. 

Shayan & Taghdisi (2016) analyzed the 

relationship between agriculture and rural 

development in Zarindasht Township. The results 

show that the most important effect of agriculture 

on rural development is the effect on the 

economic, recreational and residential situation, 

and the most significant effect of rural 

development on the agriculture is the agricultural 

services and technology. 

Najafi Kani et al. (2018) investigated the role of 

agricultural activities risk management in 

improvement of economic indexes in the rural 

families in Gorgan city. The findings indicate that 

there is a significant relationship between the risk 

management of agricultural activities and most of 

the environmental components and natural 

disasters namely drought, flood, frost, etc. with a 

99% confidence level. 

Karimzadeh (2021) prioritized the barriers to 

agricultural development in rural areas of 

Saravan. According to the results, weakness and 

lack of proper support of farmers’ barriers with 

the most importance and barriers to information 

and knowledge of farmers with the least 

importance have affected the development of rural 

agriculture in the County. 

Yang & He (2013) studied on connotations and 

development strategies of creative agriculture. 

The results showed that these projects are mainly 

limited due to problems such as weak 

development concept, lack of support policies and 

inefficient industrial integration. Taking Zhejiang 

Province as an example, the authors proposed 

path choice, supportive system and related policy 

suggestions for the development of creative 

agriculture. 
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Zhang et al. (2013) studied the creative 

agriculture development model and strategy in the 

southeast coastal region. Based on the summary 

of the creative agriculture development results 

from the developed courtiers, the authors try to 

propose a creative agriculture development model 

and strategy in the framework of low-carbon and 

ecology after analyzing its suitability in the 

southeast coastal region, and then provide a 

decision-making reference for it.  

Hung et al. (2019) conducted a research titled 

"Constructing a creative agricultural complex base 

on the law for development of the cultural and 

creative industries in Taiwan". This study 

proposes conclusions and recommendations for 

the creative agriculture complex from the two 

directions of agricultural resource and technology 

integration. 

Andaningsih & Susanto (2022) studied 

empowering MSMEs in the creative economy of 

the agribusiness industrial sector in the 

Baranangsiang Area, BogorCity. The results 

indicate that research limitation is the significance 

of implementing, understanding and practical 

implementation in implementing empowerment 

networks, especially for business unit services in 

Bogor City, West Java. The contribution of this 

research is to improve MSME empowerment 

services through the creative economy of the 

agricultural agribusiness sector in a strong and 

professional manner. 

Shaikh et al. (2022) investigated the role of 

machine learning and artificial intelligence in 

precision agriculture and smart farming. The 

results highlight the potential of ICT technologies 

in traditional agriculture, as well as the challenges 

that may arise when they are used in farming 

techniques.  

A review of the research literature and conducted 

studies implies the importance of the agricultural 

sector in rural development. The results of the 

studies show that the economic, social-cultural, 

institutional-management, environmental and 

finally physical consequences are of the most 

important effective consequences. Considering the 

identified consequences, this research aimed at 

investigating the effects and consequences of 

creative agriculture in the development of rural 

areas in the villages of Roshtkhar County (Figure 

1). 

 

 
Figure 1. The conceptual framework of the research 
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3. Research Methodology  
3.1. Geographical Scope of the Research 

Roshtkhar County with an area of 4360 square 

kilometers is located in Razavi Khorasan 

province. This county is bordered by Torbat 

Heydarieh from the north and west, Khaf County 

from the east and southeast, and Gonabad County 

from the south (Figure 2). This county has two 

districts namely central and Jangal and four sub-

districts including Roshtkhar and Astane in the 

central district and Jangal and Shabeh in the 

Jangal district. The study area (Roshtkhar County) 

has 2 cities and 57 inhabited villages and 

according to the 2016 general population census, 

this county has a population of 46,522 people and 

13,415 households, of which 20% of the 

population live in the city and 80% live in rural 

areas. 

 

 
Figure 2. Location map of Roshtkhar County in the country and Khorasan Razavi province 

 

3.2. Methodology   
The study is applied in terms of its purpose and 

uses descriptive-analytical method to investigate 

the studied variables and has two main phases to 

collect data. The first phase included documentary 

and library studies as well as the use of internet 

facilities to review literature, research 

background, concepts, etc., and the second phase 

was conducted in the form of field research to 

collect statistical data and compile and complete 

the questionnaires. 

According to the basic and key questions of the 

research, the indicators of the effects and 

consequences of creative agriculture (Table 1) and 

rural development in the study area (Table 2) and 

finally a questionnaire was prepared. It should be 

noted that the studied indicators have been 

selected according to the conditions of the region 

and from a wide range of indicators related to 

each sector, and their status has been measured 

both quantitatively and qualitatively. 

Legend 

Jangal  

Shabeh 

Astane 

Rashtkhar 

Political location of target districts in the county 

Jangal  

Shabeh 

Astane 

Rashtkhar 
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Table 1. The status of the considered indicators in creative agriculture in the study area 

Source: Toulabi Nejad & Sadeghi, 2019; Savari & Shokati Amghani, 2019; Shafii et al., 2019; Khalili et al., 2020 
Row Dimension Indicator 

1 
Agronomic and horticultural 

measures 

Using transplanting seedling, using modified seeds, protective plowing, planting 

drought-resistant plants (saffron and pistachio), increasing crop diversity, using more 

resistant vegetative bases, preparing and interpreting the soil profile, reducing the 

diversity of trees, controlling pests, changing the cultivation pattern, leaving the land 

fallow 

2 New irrigation measures 

Optimal irrigation methods, optimal methods of water transfer, using covered canals, 

using new irrigation technologies, controlling floods with the help of earth dams, 

dredging of canals, irrigating during low evaporation time (night and evening), 

controlling waste water  

3 
Animal husbandry 

measures 

Using optimized livestock, following health principles in keeping livestock, reducing the 

number of livestock, grazing under grass and trees, manual feeding of livestock, 

protecting the pastures 

4 Managerial measures 
Financial management, local cooperative companies, education and extension, 

strengthening local management 

 
Table 2. The status of the considered indicators in rural development in the study area 

Source: Barghi & Memaremamieh, 2016; Bostani et al., 2016; Salehian et al., 2020; Falahati & Azizi, 2019; Azkia & 

Kamvar, 2013; Asadi & Mazhabian, 2016; Mousavi et al., 2017; Belton, et al, 2021; Khalil et al., 2021; Sharp et al., 

2020; Van Hoyweghen et al., 2020; Abay et al., 2021; Dharmawan et al., 2020; Basole, 2017; Zinchuk et al., 2018; 

Ayala & Bergad, 2020; Aayog, 2017; Donnelly, 2017; Delgado & Siamwalla, 2018 
Dimensions Indicators 

Economic 

Economic growth 

(10 items) 

1- Job satisfaction, 2- Satisfaction with income, 3- Occupation in informal jobs, 4- 

Occupation status of women and youth, 5- Satisfaction with job variety, 6- Equal 

distribution of job opportunities, 7- Reducing poverty and destitution, 8- Hoping for a 

future job 

Investment (5 items) 

1- The possibility of saving part of the income, 2- Establishing and strengthening of 

financial and microcredit institutions, 3- Increasing investment in the field of infrastructure 

services, 4- Increasing investment in the field of educational and medical services, 5- 

Investing in the establishing production units and small and medium enterprises 

Occupation and 

income (8 items) 

1- Increasing the price of land and housing in the village, 2- Using mechanized and new 

agricultural tools, 3- New constructions in the village, 4- Tendency to invest in the village, 

5- Purchasing power for daily needs, 6- The progress of the economic situation of the 

village, 7- The yield of agricultural products, 8- The amount of bank deposits, 9- The 

income from agricultural and livestock products, 10- Having luxury appliances in the 

house 

Accessibility (5 

items) 

1- Access to durable and non-durable consumer goods, 2- Easy access to the market for 

selling agricultural products, 3- Access to transportation, 4- Access to useful information 

related to quality of sustainable economy, 5- Access to credit and financial services 

Social-

Cultural 

Social and 

psychological 

security 

1- Tendency to continue living in the village, 2- Reducing rural migrations, 3- External 

relations of the village with neighboring areas, 4- Expanding native-local culture, 5- 

Tendency to improve family relations in village, 6- Reducing abnormality among village 

youth, 7- Village security, 8- Region security, 9- Feeling of social justice, 10- Reducing 

feeling of poverty 

Awareness and sense 

of belonging to the 

society (10 items) 

1- Increasing the awareness and knowledge of the local community regarding the social 

rights of individuals, 2- The sense of belonging to the living environment and motherhood 

community, 3- Increasing the level of literacy and education, 4- Individuals' awareness and 

knowledge towards the knowledge of the living environment, 5- The local managers' 

awareness towards the common demands and needs of the people, 6- Easy access to 

educational and extensional facilities, 7- Changing in the social life style of the local 

residents, 8- Strengthening of national institutions, using the local dialect, 9- Strengthening 

the social identity of the village, 10- The sense of belonging to the village 

Social cohesion (7 1- Using local clothing, 2- Holding ceremonies in traditional and local ways, 3- villagers' 
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Dimensions Indicators 

items) interaction with tourists and non-native people, 4- Participating in collective workshops, 5- 

Financial participation in village affairs, 6 - Satisfaction with living together with each 

other, 7- Participating in the village councils 

Level of satisfaction 

(8 items) 

1- Level of satisfaction with job, 2- Level of satisfaction with the allocation of capital sent 

by immigrants, 3- Level of satisfaction with housing and physical space, 4- Level of 

satisfaction with the quality of access to infrastructure and public services, 5- Level of 

satisfaction with access to support services, 6- Level of satisfaction with the quality of 

communication services, 7- Level of satisfaction with access to facilities and amenities, 8- 

Level of satisfaction with the social situation of the region 

Institutional-

managerial 

Managerial 

awareness (9 items) 

1- Managers' view based on knowing the opportunity of investment funds for the 

development of the region, 2- Local managers' awareness about how to allocate resources, 

3- Knowing the social, economic, and environmental capacities and limitations in the 

region by responsible managers, 4- Designing policies and guidelines based on local and 

regional conditions and management, 5- The ability to administer and organize long-term 

management mechanisms in various areas of the region, 6- More managers' attention to 

new methods of regional and local development, including the promotion of knowledge, 

7- Learning, 8- Social development and entrepreneurship, 9- Proper communication and 

coordination of management institutions and organizations in regional development 

affairs. 

Institutional-

managerial 

approaches (3 items) 

1- Making necessary infrastructures and measures for correct and appropriate allocation of 

funds, 2- Developing entrepreneurship and appropriate extensional methods at the village 

level, 3- Increasing the number of non-governmental and local institutions in the field of 

cooperation and coordination between people in order to optimally allocate resources 

Physical 

Capabilities and 

accessibility (11 

items) 

1- Access to roads within and outside the region, 2- Access to suitable means of 

transportation, 3- Access to health care space, 4- Access to financial and credit services, 5- 

Access to all types of welfare and educational services, 6- Access to new and high-quality 

schools, 7- Easy access and less time for children and teenagers to schools, 8- The presence 

of suitable sports facilities, 9- Easy access to shopping centers, 10- Access to the library, 

11- Access to public-recreational spaces 

Architecture and 

construction style (10 

items) 

1- Expanding the village structure in accordance with the slope of the land, 2- The 

harmony between the newly built areas and the old structure of the village, 3- The 

proximity of the village to agricultural lands and green and beautiful nature, 4- Using 

beautiful local materials in the architecture of the village, 5- The existence of buildings and 

structures suitable for the internal texture of the village, 6- Using beautiful traditional 

architectural methods in forming the texture of the village, 7- The existence of residential 

and recreational uses suitable for the tourists of the village, 8- The existence of old uses 

with ancient history, 9- The existence of high quality historical buildings in the village, 10- 

The appropriate quality of communication routes and available routes 

Development of 

infrastructural 

facilities and services 

(9 items) 

1- The level of internal improvement of the village, 2- Establishing service facilities in the 

village, 3- The presence of political-administrative institutions in the village, 4- The 

coverage of the village's green space, 5- Recreation-entertainment facilities, 6- Educational 

infrastructure facilities in the village, 7- public health infrastructure facilities, 8- Access to 

communication services, 9- Access to agricultural services 

 

The statistical population includes all rural 

households in the study area. Roshtkhar County 

has 82 villages, according to the 2016 National 

Population and Housing Census, 25 villages in 

this county are uninhabited, and a total of 57 

villages are inhabited. 

Based on the 2016 census, this county has a 

population of 46,522 people and 13,415 

households. Out of these 57 villages, based on the 

estimated sample size, 20 villages in this region 

were selected as a sample. In this research, 

random sampling was used and the sample size 

was determined by Cochran's formula. The 

statistical population is estimated N =6447 and the 

number of sample size is estimated n=377 (Table 

3). The selection of the number of samples has 

been according to the population of the villages, 

and 20 villages with a population of over 1000 

ones have been selected. 
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Table 3. The status of the studied villages of Roshtkhar County 

Source: Roshtkhar Health Care Network, 2023 

Jangal sub-district  

Number of samples Number of populations Number of households Village Row 

J
an

ga
l  d

istrict 

35 2655 712 Janatabad 1 
15 493 131 Chahshour 2 
10 123 40 Alinaghi Sofla 3 

Shabeh sub-district 
Number of samples Number of populations Number of households Village Row 

15 562 152 Haghan Abad 1 
5 62 22 Moharam Abad 2 
10 150 53 Feyzabad 3 

Astane sub-district  

Number of samples Number of populations Number of households Village Row 

C
en

tra
l d

istrict
 

25 1075 313 Aliabad-e Daman 1 
25 1569 458 Malek Abad 2 
35 2965 902 Abas Abad Faramishan 3 
42 3917 1131 Basfar 4 
10 146 42 Rivand 5 
10 156 47 Kazem Abad 6 

Roshtkhar sub-district 
Number of samples Number of populations Number of households Village Row 

15 634 210 Abbas Abad 1 
35 2310 672 Saadat Abad 2 
10 167 44 Ghader Abad 3 
5 67 22 Sadegh Abad 4 
25 1620 485 Mahdi Abad 5 
5 24 9 Dastjerd 6 
35 2825 893 Fathabad 7 
10 324 109 Rouh Abad 8 

 

The necessary data was collected based on the 

questionnaire prepared by the researcher, and the 

number of questionnaires completed by the studied rural 

households was 377. In the questionnaire, the Likert 

scale was used to measure the research indicators. 

Statistical tests were used to analyze the data using 

Amos and SPSS software. For the validity of the 

questionnaires in this study, decision-making groups 

including 15 elites (university professors), experts or 

managers of rural and agricultural development were 

consulted (Table 4). 

 

Table 4. Characteristics of the elite and rural development expert 

expertise field of activity Degree Age Characteristics 
Rural Development 

Governorship 

Bachelor 33 

Rural Development 

Expert 

geography and rural planning Doctoral student 36 
Rural Development Bachelor 27 

geography and rural planning Master of art 45 
civil and structural engineering Associate Degree 51 

Agricultural economics 

Agricultural Jihad  

doctorate 29 

Rural Development 

Expert 

poultry and livestock Master of science 35 
Agronomic and horticultural affairs Associate Degree 55 

Fisheries Master of science 42 
Drainage and Soil Improvement Bachelor 38 

Geography and Rural Planning University professor Doctorate 

39 

Elites 
44 
48 
56 
46 
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Then Cronbach's alpha was used for the reliability 

of the questionnaires (creative settlements and 

rural development), the results of which are 

shown in table 5. The process of this study is 

illustrated in Figure (3). 

 
Table 5. Cronbach's alpha of the studied subjects of the research 

Cronbach's alpha Number of items Subject Row 

0.88 30 Creative agriculture 1 
0.79 30 Rural development 2 

 

 
Figure 3. The process of this study 

 

4. Research Findings 
Out of the total of 377 of the studied households, 

88.7% (280 ones) were male and 11.3% (97 

people) were female. The highest frequency is 

related to the age group of 36 to 45 years, where 

195 ones (32.3%) are in this age group. In terms 

of the level of education, 9.4% of the studied 

individuals were illiterate and more than 19.3% of 

the individuals have a bachelor degree or higher. 

According to the supplementary questionnaire, 

most of the household heads (39.5%) hold job as a 

farmer and the jobs including laborers, employee 

and animal husbandry are in the next ranks. The 

average monthly income of people in the study 

area is 730 thousand Tomans and the highest 

income group is from 500 thousand Tomans to 

one million Tomans, and nearly 50% of 

individuals are in this income group. More results 

are shown in Table (6). 

 
Table 6. Distribution of respondents according to personal and occupational characteristics 

Statistic indicators Percent Frequency Levels Variable 

Mode: male 
88.7 280 Male 

Gender 
11.3 97 Female 

Mean score: 46.05 

Mode: 45 

Standard deviation: 14.5 

Minimum: 30  

Maximum: 85 

12.2 45 Under 25 

Age 

25.6 90 25-35 
37.8 160 35-45 
14.5 52 45-55 
6.7 20 55-65 
3.2 10 66 and over 

Mean score: 4.34 

Standard deviation: 1.136 

Mode: 5 

2.1 15 Less than 2 

Family size 
50.5 190 2-4 
30.8 102 5-7 
16.6 70 7 and over 

Mode: High school 3.4 7 Illiterate Education 



Vol.12                     Consequences of Creative Agriculture and its Role in … / Izadi & Tayebnia 

 

    

67 

Statistic indicators Percent Frequency Levels Variable 
9.8 20 Primary school 
45.2 158 High school 
22.3 106 Diploma 
19.3 86 Bachelor and over 

Mode: Farmer 

39.5 152 Farmer 

Occupation 
15.6 60 Employee 
22.4 80 Laborer 
18.7 64 Free lance 
3.8 21 Animal husbandry 

Mean score: 703000 

Mode: 500000 

Standard deviation: 441302 

Minimum: 30 

6.5 15 Under 300,000 

Average monthly 

income 

2.6 82 300000-500000 
45.5 201 501000-1000000 
20.8 68 1000000-2000000 
4.6 10 2000000 and over 

 

The results of investigating the creative 

agriculture status on the rural households of 

Roshtkhar County show that 75% of the studied 

households have a favorable status and 25% 

experience various degrees of the consequences of 

creative agriculture. 13.4% are in an average 

status, 7.8% are in an unfavorable, and 3.8% are 

in a very unfavorable status. Based on the 

obtained results, it can be deduced that creative 

agriculture has been able to have a favorable 

effect on the status of rural households in the 

study area. The main consequences of creative 

agriculture in the study are job satisfaction, 

satisfaction with the income, the possibility of 

saving a part of the income, the use of 

mechanized and new agricultural tools, access to 

useful information related to improving the 

quality of the sustainable economy (Table 7). 

 
Table 7. The status of the effect of creative agriculture on the rural households of Roshtkhar County 

Consequences of creative agriculture 
Items 

Very unfavorable Unfavorable Average Favorable 
13 25 57 282 Frequency 
3.8 7.8 13.4 75.0 Percent 

 

Analysis of variance was used to investigate the 

difference between the villages of the county in 

terms of creative agriculture. The results of the 

One-way Anova test show that the average of the 

variances between the groups is higher than the 

average within the groups as the P value is less 

than 0.001. In this regard, with a confidence level 

of 99%, there is a significant difference between 

the villages of Roshtkhar County in terms of 

creative agriculture (Table 8). 

 
Table 8. Investigating the difference between the villages of Roshtkhar County in terms of creative agriculture 

Significance level Mean squares Degree of freedom Sum of squares Variance Indicator 

0.000 
6.642 19 31.120 Between groups 

Creative 

agriculture 
0.005 1340 7.201 Within groups 

 13.59 38.321 Total 

 

Before the measurement models, the four 

dimensions of the consequences of creative 

agriculture are described. The mean score of all 

the indicators and variables of the consequences 

of creative agriculture (Economic, social-cultural, 

institutional-managerial and finally physical) are 

higher than the average value of the Likert scale 

(3). The results indicate that the consequences of 

creative agriculture are higher than average and 

are in a favorable status in the study area (Table 

9).
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Table 9. Description of the final items and variables (observed and researcher-made indicators) of the 

consequences of creative agriculture 

Items and variables (observed and researcher-made indicators) 
Symbol Dimensions of the consequences of 

creative agriculture Standard 

deviation Mean Items 

0.670 4.05 Economic growth (10 items) 1X 

Economic 
0.612 3.97 Investment (5 items) 2X 

0.598 4.20 Occupation and income (8 items) 3X 

0.937 4.12 Accessibility (5 items) 4X 

0.790 3.88 Awareness and sense of belonging to the society 

(10 items) 5X 

Social-cultural 
0.702 3.95 Social cohesion (7 items) 6X 

0.815 3.75 Level of satisfaction (8 items) 7X 

0.829 3.70 Managerial awareness (9 items) 8X 
Institutional-managerial 

0.870 3.68 Institutional-managerial approaches (3 items) 9X 

0.950 3.59 Capabilities and accessibility (11 items) 10X 

Physical 0.980 3.55 Architecture and construction style (10 items) 11X 

0.891 3.64 Development of infrastructural facilities and 

services (9 items) 
12X 

 

A) Measurement model of economic dimension   B) Measurement model of social-cultural dimension 

 

 
C) Measurement model of Institutional-managerial D) Measurement model of social-cultural dimension                                                                                  

  

 
Figure 4. Factor load of the observed variables for 4 dimensions of the research 

 

After describing the variables of each dimension, 

in order to present an experimental model of the 

consequences of creative agriculture on the rural 

households of Roshtkhar County using Amos 

software, first, 4 first-order confirmatory factor 

analysis (CFA) models related to the research 

variables were drawn and then the model was 

validated (Figure 4, Table 10). 

As shown in Figure 4, the factor loadings of each 

variable of the 4 models are in a favorable status. 

To evaluate the overall measurement models of 4 

dependent dimensions of the research, the most 

important model fit evaluation indicators were 

extracted from the references and the calculated 

values were compared with the proposed criteria. 

As can be seen in Table 10, all the estimated 

criteria are in high agreement with the desired 

values (proposed criteria). It can be deduced that 

the 4 drawn measurement models possess the 

required properties and validity for the design of 

the final model of consequences of creative 

agriculture on the rural households of Roshtkhar 

County. 
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After fitting all the dependent variables in 4 

measurement models, the model of the 

consequences of creative agriculture on the study 

area is drawn using Amos Graphics (Figure 5). In 

this model, creative agriculture has the most effect 

on the economic dimension (Z1), among which 

the occupation and income component (E3) has 

the most effect. 

As can be seen, in the mentioned model, creative 

agriculture is used as a manifest variable and 

dependent variables are used as latent variables. 

Table 11 illustrated the dimensions of evaluating 

the overall measurement model of the 

consequences of creative agriculture on the rural 

households of Roshtkhar County along with the 

proposed criteria. 

The fitted model has the required validity and 

accuracy and has been able to explain the effects 

of creative agriculture on the rural households of 

this county. 

 
Table 10. Dimensions of evaluating the overall measurement model of dependent variables  

PRATIO NFI GFI RMR HOELTER RMSEA CFI CMIN/DF DF CMIN Dimensions 

0.300 0.888 0.891 0.010 199 0.046 0.883 3.249 3 8.058 Economic 
0.300 0.789 0.890 0.008 480 0.036 0.889 1.117 3 6.724 Social-cultural 

0.177 1 1 0.001 3037 0.01 1 0.179 1 0.179 Institutional-

managerial 
0.400 0.882 0.881 0.007 498 0.030 0.889 1.079 4 4.489 Physical 
0-1 0.9< 0.9< 0 75< 0.05> 0.9< 5> - - Proposed values 

 
Figure 5. The final structural equation model of the effects and consequences of creative agriculture on rural 

households of Roshtkhar County 
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Table 11. Dimensions of evaluating the overall model of the effects and consequences of creative agriculture on 

rural households of Roshtkhar County 
PRATIO NFI GFI RMR HOELTER RMSEA CFI CMIN/DF DF CMIN Dimensions 

0.936 0.990 0.980 0.11 115 0.062 0.980 2.619 420 912.720  

0-1 0.9< 0.9< 0 75< 0.05> 0.9< 5> - - Proposed 

values 
 

After evaluating the fit of the model of the 

consequences of creative agriculture on rural 

households in the study area, the effects of 

creative agriculture on the dependent variables of 

the research were investigated (Table 12). Since 

in the presented model, the direct effects of 

creative agriculture on the dependent variables of 

the research are drawn, in the results of 

investigating the effects of creative agriculture on 

the 4 dependent variables, the total effects of 

creative agriculture on the dependent variables are 

mentioned. As can be seen (Table 12), creative 

agriculture has had the greatest effects on 

economic and social-cultural variables with total 

effects of 0.509 and 0.454, respectively.

 

 Table 12. Estimation of standard, non-standard and total effects of creative agriculture on dependent variables 

of the research 

Significance level Total effect Critical ratio Estimation 
dependent variable Independent variable 

Non-Standard Standard 

0.000 0.509 17.648 0.509 0.109 Economic 

Creative agriculture 
0.000 0.454 15.918 0.454 0.108 Social-cultural 

0.000 0.340 12.821 0.340 0.102 Institutional-managerial 
0.000 0.290 9.358 0.290 0.091 Physical 

 

The results of the step-by-step regression show 

that among the four variables of creative 

agriculture that entered this model, the component 

of modern irrigation measures has the largest 

contribution to creative agriculture with a 

coefficient of 0.205, so that it could explain 36.9 

percentage of the variance (Table 13). 

 

Table 13. Entered indicators and the contribution of each variable in the step-by-step regression model on 

creative agriculture 
The contribution of each variable in the 

determination of the dependent variable (percentage) Coefficient of Determination (R) Entered indicators at each step Steps 

20.6 0.389 
Agronomic and horticultural 

measures 
Step 1 

36.9 0.205 New irrigation measures Step 2 
11.1 0.421 Animal husbandry measures Step 3 

31.4 0.216 Managerial measures Step 4 

 

In table 14, beta for each independent variable shows the average amount by which the creative agriculture 

increases when the independent variable increases one standard deviation and other independent variables 

are held constant. New irrigation measures with a beta of 0.502 and managerial measures with a beta of 

0.420 are the most important in increasing the level of creative agriculture in villages, respectively. 

 
Table 14. Step-by-step regression coefficients to investigate the effect of independent variables on the level of 

creative agriculture and determining the relative importance of variables 

Sig. t Standard Error Standardized coefficient Beta Unstandardized 

coefficient B Variables 

- - - - 40.653 Constant 

0.000 0.637 0.32 0.378 1.420 
Agronomic and horticultural 

measures 

0.000 31.4 0.47 0.502 0.753 New irrigation measures 

0.000 14.92 0.53 0.340 0.622 Animal husbandry measures 

0.000 15 0.52 0.420 1.124 Managerial measures 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/9780470061572.eqr173


Vol.12                     Consequences of Creative Agriculture and its Role in … / Izadi & Tayebnia 

 

    

71 

 

To interpret table 15, firstly, the amount of 

ADJ.R2 is taken into account. This amount shows 

how many percent of the variance of rural 

development is predicted by the mentioned model. 

Since the amount of ADJ.R2 is 0.652 and if this 

value is multiplied by 100, it will be equal to 65.2, 

it means that the four variables including 

agronomic and horticultural measures, new 

irrigation measures, animal husbandry measures 

and managerial measures could predict 65.2% of 

the variance of rural development. The next 

indicator is the beta of each variable. As can be 

seen from the P-value of each variable, there are 

four variables including agronomic and 

horticultural measures, new irrigation measures, 

animal husbandry measures and managerial 

measures, which significantly predict rural 

development. Increasing one standard deviation of 

new irrigation measures leads to 0.38 increase in 

standard deviation of rural development (Table 

15). 

 
Table 15. The results of linear regression analysis to predict rural development through creative agriculture 

Sig. t Standardized coefficient Beta Standard Error Unstandardized coefficient B Variables 
0.790 0.345 - 33.314 38.411 Constant 
0.62 2.470 0.328 0.30 1.567 Agronomic and horticultural measures 

0.14 1.127 0.420 0.38 0.583 New irrigation measures 

0.27 2.110 0.265 0.78 0.511 Animal husbandry measures 

0.48 1.288 0.355 0.73 1.316 Managerial measures 

 

5. Discussion and conclusion 
Investigating the status of creative agriculture, as 

one of the most important goals of rural 

development, is important from various aspects. 

On the one hand, creative agriculture investigates 

the current status of rural society in various ways. 

If the conditions of the society are inappropriate 

in terms of creative agriculture, food security, the 

vitality of the rural community, which is a 

necessary condition for the villagers' participation 

in the process of rural development, faces a new 

challenge. On the other hand, since the villagers' 

benefit from an acceptable level of creative 

agriculture in rural communities indicates the 

development and progress of planning in the 

development of local communities, special 

consideration should be given to creative 

agriculture sector. In this regard, creative 

agriculture in rural communities can cause many 

consequences and effects on rural communities 

and their environment to help these communities 

to achieve their main goal. This study aimed at 

investigating the consequences of creative 

agriculture and its role in the rural development of 

Roshtkhar County. The results of investigating the 

creative agriculture status on the rural households 

of Roshtkhar County indicate that 75% of the 

studied households have a favorable status and 

25% experience various degrees of the 

consequences of creative agriculture. The 

obtained result is consistent with the findings of 

Asghari Lafmejani & Eizadi (2017), Pourtaheri et 

al. (2014), Safarpour et al (2014). The findings 

confirm that creative agriculture has had the 

greatest effects on economic and social-cultural 

variables with total effects of 0.509 and 0.454, 

respectively. It could be due to the fact that the 

dominant source of livelihood for 95% of the 

villages of Roshtkhar County is the agricultural 

sector and its sub-sectors. On the one hand, the 

reduction of the production costs of agricultural 

and livestock products, and on the other hand, the 

rapid increase in the price of the aforementioned 

products, have made the activity in the 

agricultural sector profitable, and the agricultural 

products such as saffron and pistachios grown in 

this area has provided a large income to the rural 

households of this region. As a result, the savings 

obtained through the income of the agricultural 

sector could lead to development in different 

dimensions of rural households and even rural 

development. In addition, due to the strong need 

for water resources for the agricultural sector, 

rural households have been able to avoid the 

amount of harvested water by applying the 

creative agriculture. Villagers can increase the 

area under cultivation using new irrigation system 

in creative agriculture and consequently earn 

more income. Nonetheless, the effect of creative 

agriculture on the research dependent variables 

has been different. Its effect on economic and 
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social-cultural variables has been more than other 

variables. The development of creative agriculture 

in the study area can improve the status of 

economic and social-cultural development, while 

the reduction of creative agriculture may weaken 

the status of the studied variables. The result is 

consistent with the findings of Izadi et al. (2023), 

Laurett et al. (2021), Genthon et al. (2015). In 

sum, the following points should be taken into 

account in order to improve the effects and 

consequences of creative agriculture and its role 

in the development of rural areas in the villages of 

Roshtkhar County: 

• If the planners in the rural area are interested 

in developing the rural environment and are 

concerned about returning human forces to 

the village, it is suggested that they should 

consider the dimensions (agricultural 

measures, modern irrigation measures, 

animal husbandry measures and managerial 

measures) and requirements of creating a 

suitable rural environment for the prosperity 

of creative agriculture as a source of income 

and livelihood and try to pave the way for it. 

Since creative agriculture has special and 

unique features, such as being consistent with 

technology, it can be introduced as the best 

solution. 

• The presence of creative farmers makes the 

agricultural sector develop significantly 

because creative farmers can partially 

compensate for the deficiencies of the 

agricultural sector through innovation and 

creativity in agricultural fields. 

• Creativity in the agricultural sector can be 

strengthened by holding training and 

consulting classes, creating, supporting and 

developing organizations active in creative 

agriculture and using the experiences of 

creative farmers. 

• In order to improve the consequences of 

creative agriculture in rural development in 

the study area, variables and factors should 

be selected that are most compatible with the 

conditions of the study area. The existence of 

restrictions such as the not providing free and 

low-interest loans and credit facilities to the 

villagers, the non-guaranteed purchase of 

agricultural products by the government, the 

lack of culture to promote creative 

agriculture, etc., has caused the slow speed of 

creative agriculture in the villages of 

Roshtkhar County. In this regard, it is 

suggested that the necessary support be 

provided by the relevant institutions and 

organizations. 
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 چکیده مبسوط

 .مقدمه1
در شرایط کنونی خلاقیت در بخششک کشششاورزی بششه رنششوان راه ششرد  

هششای مختلششس هوسشش ه  کلیششدی کششه قابلیششت یاسششخگویی بششه چششا ک

قرار گرفته اسششت. لششا  بششا هوجششه بششه بلایششای  کشاورزی مورد هاکید  

ط ی ی رخداده شده در سطح کشور ایران مثل خشکسا ی های بششی  

هششای اخیششر بایششد نگششاه و رویکششرد  سابقه و گرمایک یرهکرار در سششا 

هم چششون   کشاورزی در سطح کشور هغییر کند و به رویکردی جدید

این نوع از رویکرد همششاز زوایششای بخششک   کشاورزی خلاق که هوانسته

کشاورزی را در نظر داشته باشششد روی بیششاورد هششا بتوانششد کشششاورزی  

یایداری را رقم بزند. مناطق روستایی در سطح کشور ایران همچششون  

مناطق روستایی شهرستان رشتخوار هم از این نوع بالایششای ط ی ششی  

بی نصیب نمانده است و کارشناسان و متو یان و خ رگششان ایششن امششر  

اسششتان خراسششان  مسو شوند. باید همراه با هغییرات در سطح کشور ه

رضوی با دارا بودن بخک وسی ی هو ید محصولات کشششاورزی، دارای  

بیشترین راندمان هو ید در سطح کشور است که در این بین منطقششه  

درصد از هو یدات بخک کشاورزی    60شهرستان رشتخوار نزدیک به  

یژوهشی ییرامون بررسششی ارششار و   را به خود اختصاص داده است.  ذا

ییامدهای کشاورزی خلاق در هوس ه مناطق روسششتایی در محششدوده  

ای اسششت کششه  اید که مسا همورد مطا  ه امری ضروری به لساب می

 محققان در این یژوهک به دن ا  ه ین ان هستند.

 . م انی نظری2

هوس ه از جمله مفاهیمی است که با زندگی افششراد رابطششه هنگششاهنگی  

دارد و ناظر بر بالابردن سطح زندگی از طریق ایجاد شرایط مطلوب و  

باشد. لا  از انجششایی کششه بخششک رظیمششی از جم یششت در  بهینه می

مناطق روستایی است، هوس ه روستایی بخک اجتناب نایذیر هوسشش ه  

روستایی است. هوس ه روستایی از دیرباز به رنوان یک واژه هنجاری،  

گیری و هشخیص بوده اسششت و  هایی در ارزیابی و اندازهدارای سختی

به ه ع ان، سیستم اقتصادی و اجتماری و کا  دی روسششتایی نیششز بششا  

هر شده است. در اره ششاب بششا مفهششوز  هر و ییچیدهگذشت زمان متنوع

های گوناگونی وجششود داردا از دیششدگاه بانششک  هوس ه روستایی دیدگاه

جهانی، هوس ه روستایی، استراهژی اسششت کششه بششرای به ششود زنششدگی  

اجتماری گروه مشخصی از مردز کششه همششان روسششتاییان    –اقتصادی 

شود. در این دیدگاه فقرای روستایی شششامل  فقیر هستند، طرالی می

شود. اگر قششرار  ها مینشینها و خوشیا، اجاره نشینکشاورزان خرده

است هوس ه در کشورهای جهان سوز رخ دهد و به نحوی خودیایدار  

باشد، باید در نوالی روستایی نقطششه شششروع ان اسششتارت زده شششود.  

مسائل اساسی همچون فقر گسترده، ردز برابری در لا  ییشششرفت،  

رشد بیک از لد جم یت و افزایک بیکاری، همششه و همششه ریشششه در  

روستایی دارد. در    سیر نزو ی زندگی اقتصادی در نوالی  ا  اًغرکود و  

هوس ه روستایی هقری ا مترادف با هوس ه کشاورزی    1990اوایل دهه  

 بوده است.  

اکثر نوالی  ای در هوس ه، اقتصادی و اجتماری کشاورزی نقک رمده

هاسششت. اکثریششت  کند و بزرگترین من ع اشششتغا  انروستایی ایفا می

مردز در مناطق روستایی، برای گذران زندگی خود، به طور مستقیم  

هششای مششره ط بششه ان وابسششته  یا غیر مستقیم به کشاورزی و ف ا یششت

ریزان چه در سطح محلی و چه در سطح ملی  هستند و بیشتر برنامه

کنند. اما امروزه بششا رنایششت بششه  بر اهمیت هوس ه کشاورزی هاکید می

هغییرات وسیع و همچنین هغییششرات اقلیمششی، هوسشش ه کشششاورزی در  

مناطق مختلس بششه خصششوص در کشششورهای کمتششر هوسشش ه یافتششه بششا  

های اساسی روبه رو است. از ایششن رو هوجششه بششه کشششاورزی خششلاق  چا ک 

اورزی، م الث زیسششت  های کش امری واجب است. هغییرات بازار، سیاست 

محیطی و اشتغا  از روامل مهمی هستند که خلاقیششت در کشششاورزی را  

هششوان گفششت کششه در کشششاورزی خششلاق  کنند. می بیک از بیک نمایان می 

هششا، نقششاب قششوت و  ها، ههدید منظور این است که فرایند شناسایی فرصت 
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-شناسی و سیاسششت های ف ا یت از جمله کشاورزی با روش ض س محیط 

 گزینی خاص و جدید برای ایجاد هحو  و دگرگونی در کشاورزی است. 

 . روش شناسی تحقیق3
هحلیل انجاز گرفته اسششت.    –این یژوهک کاربردی با روش هوصیفی  

جام ششه امششاری یششژوهک را کلیششه سریرسششتان خانوارهششای روسششتایی  

دهششد کششه بششا  )خانوارهای کشاورز( شهرستان رشششتخوار هشششکیل مششی

کشاورز از سریرسششتان خانوارهششا بششه   377استفاده از فرمو  کوکران، 

انششد. ابششزار اصششلی یششژوهک  رنوان نمونه مورد مطا  ششه انتخششاب شششده

ای  یرسشنامه محقق ساخته و مشاهدات میدانی و مطا  ات کتابخانه

نامه بششه هرهیششب بششا کسششب نظششرات  بوده است. روایی و یایایی یرسک

نامه بششه  یرسک  30کارشتاسان مربوطه و انجاز ییک ازمون با ه داد  

روسششتای محششدوده   20هششا در هایید رسیده است. در ادامه یرسشنامه

هششا از نششرز  مورد مطا  ه هوزیع گردیششد. جهششت هجزیششه و هحلیششل داده

 و رویکرد مد  سازی م ادلات ساختاری استفاده شد.     spssافزار

 های تحقیقیافته .4

نتایج مد  برازش شده ییامششدهای کشششاورزی خششلاق برخانوارهششای    

روستایی کشاورز شهرستان رشتخوار نشان داد که، کشاورزی خششلاق  

( و  405/0بیشششششترین ارششششرات را بششششر متغییرهششششای اقتصششششادی)

( داشته اسششت. نتششایج بررسششی وضشش یت کشششاورزی  370/0اجتماری)

درصششد از    60خلاق در محدوده مورد مطا  ه نشششان داد کششه، بششیک  

انششد کششه کشششاورزی خششلاق  خانوارهای روستایی کشاورز اظهار کششرده

 گیر داشته باشد.  هوانسته است در هوس ه روستایی نقشی چشم

 و پیشنهادات  گیرینتیجه  .5

هرین اهششداف  بررسی وض یت کشاورزی خلاق، به رنوان یکی از مهم

های گوناگونی لائز اهمیششت اسششت. از یششک  هوس ه روستایی، از جن ه

ف لششی جام ششه روسششتایی بششه  طرف بررسی کشاورزی خلاق وضشش یت 

کند. در صورت نامناسب بودن شششرایط  جهات گوناگون را بررسی می

جام ه به  حاظ کشاورزی خلاق، امنیت غششذایی، سششرزندگی جام ششه  

روستایی که شرب لازز برای مشارکت روستاییان در فراینششد هوسشش ه  

شود. از طرف دیگر، بششا  روستایی است، با چا ک جدیدی روبه رو می

منششدی روسششتاییان از سششطح قابششل ق ششو ی از  هوجششه بششه اینکششه بهششره

کشاورزی خششلاق در جوامششع روسششتایی، نشششانگر هوسشش ه و ییشششرفت  

هر بششه  ها در هوس ه جوامع محلی است. از این رو نگاه ویژهریزیبرنامه

کنششد. در ایششن راسششتا، وجششود  بخششک کشششاورزی خششلاق را طلششب مششی

هوانند س ب ییامدها و اررات  کشاورزی خلاق در جوامع روستایی می

مت ددی بر جوامع روستایی و محیط انها گردد که این جوامع را بششه  

 هدف اصلی خود برساند.

کشاورزی، هوس ه روسششتایی، خلاقیششت، هحلیششل رلششی،    ها:کلیدواژه

 شهرستان رشتخوار

 انی  دتشکر و قدر
  )رلششی ایششزدی(ه او   ندری نویسبرگرفته از رسا ه دکت یژوهک لاضر

ریزی  جغرافیا و برنامهدانشکده تایی، ریزی روسیا و برنامهروه جغرافگ

 .است ، ایرانزاهدان،  سیستان و بلوچستان، دانشگاه  محیطی
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Abstract  
Purpose- Rural elites, as the most important human capitals of rural communities, are a distinct and progressive stratum in various 

dimensions of development, and their persistence in villages can be effective in accelerating the process of rural development. 

Nonetheless, studies show that due to various reasons, elites are less persistent in villages and often migrate to cities. Therefore, the 

purpose of this research is to analyze the causes of elites' migration and how to attract the elites’ participation in the process of rural 

development in Kurdistan province . 

Design/Method/Approach- This study was conducted in the framework of interpretative-constructive paradigm and the research 

method is thematic analysis. In-depth individual semi-structured interviews were employed to collect data . 

Findings- The results showed two overarching themes namely rural repulsion (including six organizing themes: family and social 

determinism, weak infrastructure, geographical isolation, environmental challenges, weak economic conditions and weak local and 

regional management) and urban attraction (including four organizing themes: personal improvement, economic opportunities, social 

opportunities, and the use of infrastructures and facilities) are the most important causes of rural elites’ migration. Furthermore, the 

findings revealed that the elites’ participation in rural development could be possible through three overarching themes namely 

empowering villagers (including four organizing themes: capacity assessment, skill training, strengthening vitality, raising the level of 

villagers' demands), developing employment and entrepreneurship (including two organizing themes: promoting innovation and 

economic investment) and efficient rural management (including two organizing themes: managing social challenges and occupying 

managerial positions). 

Originality/value- The rural elites’ migration is accompanied by many negative consequences for rural communities. Nevertheless, 

there is a gap in studies regarding its causes and especially how to attract their participation in the process of rural development. The 

present study can be a basis for future researches in this field . 

Keywords: Rural development, Rural elites, Immigration, Thematic Analysis, Kurdistan Province . 
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1. Introduction  
 ncreasing urban-rural disparities, 

accelerating urbanization and 

declining rural population have 

become a widespread concern around 

the world (Zhang et al, 2022). Creating added 

value and continuous production surplus, cities 

have become a place for population concentration 

and capital accumulation, and the bigger the cities 

are, the more this concentration increases. 

Therefore, urban spaces are organized in a 

hierarchy (regular or irregular) and in this 

hierarchy, big cities are at the top and the small 

ones are at the bottom. In this situation, small and 

sparsely populated settlements (especially small 

towns and rural settlements) have less capacity to 

maintain the population than larger cities, and the 

process of migration to big cities is increasingly 

taking place (Irandoost et al., 2013). Accordingly, 

one of the most important challenges of different 

countries, particularly developing countries, is 

migration and its consequences on the migrant-

sending and receiving regions (Sasanfar et al., 

2021). 

Considering that migration is a reaction and a 

response to major social and economic disparities 

between rural and urban areas (Bernzen et al., 

2019); nowadays, rural areas are increasingly 

facing the challenge of population decline and 

aging. Consequently, the regional policy makers 

are concerned about the migration of young 

people, especially aged 18 to 30 as they are 

worried about the lack of renewal of human 

resources to replace them and this may threaten 

the sustainability of rural areas (Hofstede et al., 

2022). 

The main causes of villagers’ migration to the city 

are the difference in income and wage levels 

between cities and villages, the search for high 

levels of education (Paping & Pawlowski, 2018), 

the use of machinery in the agricultural sector 

(Rai, 2018), hope for welfare improvement 

(Abrishami et al., 2018), employment 

opportunities in cities (Jamini et al, 2022), 

economic fluctuations and instability, high 

unemployment rate, lack of land, climate change 

(Kaag et al, 2019) and etc. 

Migration seems like a double-edged sword; 

moving in the principled direction, it will improve 

the situation of the society at the micro and macro 

levels, otherwise, it will have adverse 

consequences for the society (Ahmadi & 

Tavakoli, 2016). In general, migration has many 

demographic consequences (such as changing in 

rural-urban sex ratio), economic (the loss of 

human capital in villages and the spread of sick 

economics in rural areas), social and cultural 

(failure traditional control over the family, 

especially among the young generation and the 

confrontation between tradition and modernism) 

and political (rural brain drain and the collapse of 

the power pyramid in the village) (Taherkhani, 

2002). Thus, elites’ migration is one of the 

consequences of the rural migration, which can 

lead to several negative impacts for rural 

communities. 

Rural elites can be grouped under different 

headings namely political, scientific, religious and 

traditional leaders, etc. (Ridjal et al, 2021). 

Therefore, educated people can be mentioned as 

the rural elites. The rural settlements evacuation 

from educated and knowledgeable people in 

various fields and specialties, will have negative 

and irreparable feedbacks in the villages (Nazari 

& Adeli, 2014), as well as numerous negative 

economic, social and emotional consequences 

(Basiti & Gharba, 2021). Elites, as a segment of 

the society with higher level of knowledge, skills, 

awareness, expertise and experience, could be 

effective in the process of achieving development 

in various individual and social dimensions (Bon 

et al, 2022; Xu & Wang, 2022). Therefore, when 

migration occurs among rural elites, there should 

be more concerns as this situation can lead to the 

loss of various human and financial capitals of the 

rural community while reducing the ability and 

motivation of the workforce occupying in the 

villages (Basiti & Gharba, 2021). 

Kurdistan province with 1,677 inhabited rural 

points and 468,778 rural population (29.24 

percent of its population), is one of the border 

provinces of Iran, which is one of the potential 

areas in the west of the country in terms of human 

and environmental resources (human force, water 

and soil resources, tourism attractions etc.) and 

spatial (border with Iraq). Despite these 

capabilities, the evidence shows that Kurdistan 

province is in an unfavorable condition in terms 

of development indicators (Irandoost & 

Soleimani, 2020; Jamini et al., 2021). According 

to mentioned above, one of the most important 

reasons for the slow process of rural development 

in Kurdistan province could be the rural elites’ 

I 
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migration. The evidence indicates that the rural 

elites, as a leading stratum with a higher level of 

knowledge and awareness than most groups living 

in the village, can play a pivotal role in achieving 

sustainable rural development; However, in most 

villages of Kurdistan province (and probably in 

other provinces of the country) elites migrate from 

their villages due to various reasons (social, 

economic, political, etc.) and most villages are 

deprived of educated elites (especially elites with 

high levels of education). Therefore, investigating 

and analyzing the causes of rural elites’ migration 

and identifying how to attract their participation in 

order to achieve rural development in Kurdistan 

province are two issues addressing in this study. 

2. Research Theoretical Literature  
Literal meaning of "Migration" is leaving the 

main land and living in another land either 

permanently or temporarily (Ahmadi & Tavakoli, 

2016). According to Daniel Shafer et al. decision-

making regarding migration is relative and can be 

completely different from one person to another 

and from one region to another (Taherkhani, 

2002). In fact, the phenomenon of migration has a 

complex structure and mechanism and its 

interpretation is not possible by only variables 

such as revenue or employment (Irandoost et al., 

2013). 

The categories of people migrating are diverse. 

Some of these groups include: refugees fleeing 

war and disasters, skilled and unskilled labor 

migrants, students, businessmen and ranchers 

(Kaag et al, 2019), internal and external 

migration, etc. In our country, most internal 

migrations occur in different ways, such as 

migration from village to city, from city to 

village, from village to village, and from small 

cities to big cities (Ismaili et al., 2022). One of the 

most important types of migration is migration 

from the village to the city (Hofstede et al., 2022). 

The term rural migration was first employed by 

English Graham in 1892, and its equivalents are: 

internal migration, intra-rural migration, leaving 

villages, rural fleeing, rural evacuation, intra-

rural-urban migration and land leaving (Ahmadi 

& Tavakoli, 2016). 

In terms of the overall mechanism of 

development, rural development depends on 

complex economic, social and political processes 

in which multiple groups and actors operate to 

achieve results in accordance with their goals. 

Meanwhile, local people are the main body of 

village development and rural elites are its main 

element. Village residents are the main body of 

village development and rural elites are its main 

element. Based on their knowledge of local 

resources, market demand, government policy, 

promoting motivation among the internal and 

external factors of rural development, etc., rural 

elites play a facilitating and pivotal role in the 

process of rural development (Li et al., 2019)  

Rural elites can be defined based on their 

individual power positions. Even though, rural 

elites are not necessarily the official 

representatives of the society, they are expected to 

support collective interests and be influential in 

local development as representatives. Simply 

speaking, rural elites are people with local power 

in economic, political, administrative, managerial, 

civil and traditional institutions in society (Søholt 

et al., 2018). Among the most important 

characteristics of rural elites are high social 

prestige, high level of knowledge and capability, 

tendency to be popular, tendency to help the 

village, having a sense of responsibility and 

justice, trusted by the masses of rural society, high 

level of culture, sense of democracy and rule of 

law (Yuan & Li, 2018). Nevertheless, the rural 

elites’ migration is one of the most significant 

challenges of rural development, especially in our 

country (Nazari & Adeli, 2014). The elites’ 

migration has caused irreparable damage to the 

scientific capital of the country and different 

regions and is one of the challenges of higher 

education and the Ministry of Science, Research 

and Technology in Iran (Young Journalists Club, 

2022) and a phenomenon observable in various 

ways in third world countries for a long time and 

caused irreversible damage in the economic, 

social and cultural sectors (Karimi, 2012). 

Reviewing the literature showed that numerous 

studies have been conducted in this issue, the 

results of some of which are in the following. 

Taherkhani (2002) identified the effective factors 

in rural-urban migrations, emphasizing the 

migration of rural youth in Qazvin Province. The 

results indicated that economic factors (such as 

income, use of durable consumer goods), social-

cultural interactions (such as communication and 

friends and relatives residing in the city), social 

and cultural conflicts (such as conflict with 

neighbors, family challenges), spatial factors 

https://jipm.irandoc.ac.ir/article_699125_en.html
https://jipm.irandoc.ac.ir/article_699125_en.html
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(such as distance from the city) and value and 

attitude factors (such as education, decent job, 

social status, reputation, finding a favorite spouse, 

having a good leisure time and acquiring money 

and wealth) are the most important causes of rural 

youth migration. 

Karimi (2012) studied the causes and solutions of 

the phenomenon of elite migration in Iran. The 

results revealed that the most important causes of 

elite migration can be attributed to external factors 

such as the development of technology, the 

availability of research tools in other countries, 

and internal factors including inattention to the 

position of science and scholars, inattention to 

research, economic factors, political and legal 

factors, social factors, lack of meritocracy, 

government monopolies, the level of hope for the 

future, etc. Paytakhti Oskooe & Tabaghchi Akbari 

(2015) investigated the relationship between the 

literacy rate and migration in the provinces of 

Iran. The findings illustrated that the literacy rate 

and economic growth had a negative effect on 

migration while the unemployment rate and the 

internet penetration rate had a positive effect on 

migration.  

Sheely (2015) studied the relationship between 

mobilization, participatory planning institutions 

and the recruitment of elites in the villages of 

Kenya. The results showed that mobilization had 

a significant effect on citizens' participation. 

Nonetheless, mobilization did not lead to an 

increase in the adoption of either the 

organization’s preferred projects or the projects 

requested by citizens. The elite control over 

planning institutions could adapt to increased 

mobilization as well as participation. 

Rostamalizadeh (2019) conducted a research on 

the role of immigrant elites in the development of 

the villages of Shabestar. The results illustrated 

that the immigrant elites with strategies such as 

the formation of developmental and supportive 

institutions, the formation of collective business 

networks, mutual support, focal participation have 

been effective in rural development. Ismaili et al 

(2022) studied the effects of migration on 

economic developments in the rural areas of 

Tehran Peripheral. The findings revealed that the 

increasing immigration of these villages has led to 

daily work trips (to Tehran city), diversifying the 

income pattern of the village, supposing land and 

housing of the village as capital, transforming in 

the productive foundations of the village and lack 

of motivation to engage in agricultural activities. 

Kan (2019) investigated the land commodification 

and rent extraction in peri-urban Guangzhou in 

China. The results indicated that the rural elites 

were making an attempt to seize the lands of the 

suburbs for their own benefit through rent. 

Vazzana & Rudi-Polloshka (2019) studied on the 

determinants of brain drain from Appalachia in 

the USA. The results showed that finding an 

interesting job with attributes such as good 

salaries and progress opportunities was the most 

important factor which affects the students’ 

tendency to stay in Appalachia, and job 

opportunities for spouses or life partners and 

opportunities to advance their education in the 

region were among the most important factors of 

their staying in the villages. In addition, the 

strongest factor in keeping talents in the region 

was the creation of public-private partnerships to 

provide more job opportunities for educated 

youth.  

Ruan & Wang (2022) investigated the influence 

of elite collusion on village elections and rural 

land development in China. The findings 

illustrated that village elites (such as village 

cadres, family heads/elders, wealthy businessmen, 

individuals with political and social influence, 

etc.) colluded in village elections and provided 

many benefits for themselves. As a result of 

widespread collusion and corruption by rural 

elites with the cooperation of other local 

institutions, democracy has been distorted and 

villagers' protests have been suppressed, and 

ultimately it has resulted in the loss of the lower-

classes of the rural society. 

Reviewing previous studies revealed that rural 

elites in different countries have different 

performance on the development process of local 

communities and the villagers’ migration, 

especially the elite community, has different 

causes. Considering the relatively large research 

gap in the field of elite migration and particularly 

the ways of attracting their participation in the 

process of rural development, the present study, 

not only could be applicable for the institutions in 

charge of rural development, but also can pave the 

way for other related researches.  
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3. Research methodology  
3.1. Geographical Scope of the Research 

According to the latest statistics in 2016, there are 

468,778 people residing in 1,677 inhabited 

villages of Kurdistan province, of which 239,625 

are male and 229,153 are female. Considering that 

Kurdistan province had 1735 inhabited villages 

and 584337 rural residents in 2006, it can be 

deduced that during the period from 2006 to 2016, 

58 inhabited villages of the province had been 

demolished due to various reasons including 

constructing a dam, becoming empty of 

inhabitants, turning the village into a city, etc. 

Also, during the mentioned period, 115,559 of the 

rural population of the province have decreased. 

Furthermore, among the 10 cities of the province, 

Saqqez and Sarvabad cities have the most and the 

least rural points with 272 and 74 rural points, 

respectively. In terms of literacy rate, Bane and 

Bijar cities have the highest and lowest literacy 

rates with 76.31% and 67.25%, respectively 

(General Population and Housing Census, 2015). 

Examining the cause and motive of migration in 

Kurdistan province during the years 2011 to 2016 

revealed that the most important causes of 

migration were: following the family, pursuing 

education and seeking work. The location of 

Kurdistan province in Iran is shown in Figure 1.

 

 
Figure 1. The location of Kurdistan province in Iran 

Source: (Statistical Center of Iran, 2016) 

 

3.2. Methodology   
This research has been conducted in the 

framework of interpretative-constructive 

paradigm and the dominant approach is thematic 

analysis. Thematic analysis is one of the most 

widely used methods of qualitative data analysis. 

Thematic analysis is an analysis based on 

analytical induction in which the researcher 

achieves an analytical genealogy through data 

classification and patterning within and outside 

data. In other words, thematic analysis is the act 

of coding and analyzing data in order to find out 

what the data says. This type of analysis looks for 

patterns in the data. The obtained pattern of data 

should be thematically supported (Mohammadpur, 

2013). 

Semi-structured in-depth individual interviews 

have been used to collect related data. 

Accordingly, 15 in-depth individual interviews 

were conducted with purposeful sampling 

(interviews carried out with rural elite migrants 

with a master's or doctorate degree) using the 

snowball method. The aforementioned interviews 

were conducted in a period of four months (June 

to September 2023) and interviews continued 

until theoretical saturation was achieved. 

Theoretical saturation is a criterion for 

determining the number of samples based on 

which the researcher continues the interviews 

until the responses to the main research questions 

are saturated or new data are not acquired in the 

data collection process (Strauss & Corbin, 1990; 

Riahi & Jamini, 2018). It should be noted that 

according to the title of the research, the process 

of data collection through interviews has been 

carried out in two main phases. In the first phase 

of the interview process, the researchers sought to 

identify themes related to the causes of rural 

elites' migration, and in the second phase, the 

most important goal was to identify themes 

related to how elites participate in rural 

development. 
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In this study, Braun and Clarke’s approach was 

employed among various thematic analyses (Braun & 

Clarke, 2006). They considered the process of data 

analysis in three general stages: 1) Analyzing and 

describing the text, 2) Describing and interpreting the 

text, 3) Integrating and reintegrating the text. In the 

“analyzing and describing” stage, the data have been 

placed in a chronological order and the initial coding has 

been carried out. This stage includes three steps namely 

“familiarizing with the text”, “coding”, “searching and 

generating themes”. In the “describing and interpreting” 

stage, the data has been organized, adjusted and 

categorized. Coding and categorizing the data has been 

carried out in this stage and two important steps have 

been taken in the interpretation of the data. The first step 

is extracting the themes and the second step is 

communicating between the themes in a suitable 

thematic map. Having reduced the data and generated 

the initial open codes, the main themes have been 

determined and the relationship between them has been 

investigated and finalized. In the stage of “combining 

and integrating the text”, the final report has also been 

presented including re-analyzing the themes and relating 

them to the theoretical literature. These interpretations 

are mainly made with a comparative approach. At this 

stage, the report has been prepared (Abedi Jafari et al., 

2012). 

In terms of the evaluation of research results, the 

evaluation criteria of thematic analysis are in line 

with the evaluation criteria of qualitative research. 

Nevertheless, some authors of the qualitative 

research method have pointed out the criteria for 

evaluating the validity of thematic analysis. 

According to King and Horrocks, these criteria 

are: using independent coders, receiving feedback 

from participants and respondents, applying 

homogeneity matching and providing rich 

description and recording audit records (King & 

Horrocks, 2010; Creswell, 2012). In this research, 

the validation method of using independent coders 

has been applied. The purpose of this task is not to 

prove the validity and reliability of the theme 

analysis, but rather to assist the researcher to think 

critically about the structure of his proposed 

themes and the decisions made about coding. 

Independent coding is employed as a way to avoid 

the lack of objectivity of the analyst. To achieve 

this goal, the experts in the field of the research 

subject have been asked to code some samples of 

the interview text, and then the result of their 

coding has been compared with the researchers' 

coding and consequently some codes were 

revised. It is worth noting that in all stages of 

coding, this task has been performed separately so 

that the results of the feedback could be effective 

in the coding of the next stages. 

4. Research findings 
4.1. Describing the individual characteristics of 

the interviewees  

Individual characteristics of rural elite migrants 

from the villages of Kurdistan province reveals 

that the respondents were with an average age of 

approximately 38 years, 10 male and 5 female, 7 

with master's and 8 with doctorate degree. 

Furthermore, the specialization of the respondents 

showed that 5 of them had degrees in geographic 

sciences, 3 in urban engineering, 2 in agricultural 

engineering, 2 in political sciences, and the rest 

had degrees in economics, mathematics and 

remote sensing. The employment status of the 

respondents indicated that three of them were 

unemployed and looking for work, and the others 

were employed in government jobs. 

4.2. Thematic analysis of the causes of rural 

elites’ migration  

Based on thematic analysis of the interviews, the 

causes of rural elites’ migration include two 

overarching themes namely rural repulsions and 

urban attractions. The overarching theme of the 

rural repulsions had six organizing themes (family 

and social determinism, weak infrastructure, 

geographical isolation, environmental challenges, 

weak economic conditions, and weak local and 

regional management) and the overarching theme 

of urban attractions included four organizing 

themes (personal improvement, economic 

opportunities, social opportunities, and the use of 

infrastructures and facilities). These themes have 

been acquired from a total of 101 basic themes 

(Table 1). The way of acquiring each of the 

themes during the process of interviews is 

described in the following. 
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Table 1. The themes acquired regarding the causes of rural elites’ migration 

Basic themes 
Organizing 

themes 
Overarching 

themes 
The head household’s decision, the friends and acquaintances’ migration, the relatives’ 

migration, the reduction of the amount of land and gardens owned by families due to 

inheritance, the pressure of spouses and children, the gradual decline of the village population, 

family problems, the villagers’ inattention to the position of science and knowledge, the feeling 

of inferiority and disillusionment with living in the village, conflict with the villagers, prevalence 

of keeping up with the Joneses in the village 

Family and 

social 

determinism 

Rural repulsions 

Low road quality, narrow width roads, weak public transportation, lack of middle and high 

schools in the village, having to commute daily to continue education, lack of health center in 

the village, lack of medical personnel, lack of parks and green spaces in the village, lack of 

sports fields in the village, lack of workshops or employment-generating industries in the 

village, lack of gas supply in the village, poor access to the Internet, poor mobile coverage, lack 

of shops and stores 

Infrastructure 

weakness 

Distance from the city, distance from the district, distance from the center of the province, 

distance from the main markets, high cost of commuting to the city, difficult access to 

supplementary books, difficult access to tutoring and institutes, bordering 

Geographical 

isolation 

Drought, gradual decrease in surface and groundwater sources, crop freezing, precipitation 

fluctuations, contamination of the village environment, lack of location finding of rural waste 

and their sanitary burial, the discharge of wastewater in the village, flooding of the village due to 

the dam construction, flooding of agronomic and horticultural lands due to the dam 

construction, flooding of pastures due to the dam construction  

Environmental 

challenges 

Lack of job opportunities, low profit of economic activity in the village, high cost of economic 

activity in the village, weak financial capital, seasonal unemployment, weak investment of the 

public sector, weak investment of the private sector, intensive activity of middlemen, low price 

of guaranteed purchase of crops and products. 

Weak 

economic 

conditions 

The lack of village councils’ attention to the villagers’ opinions, the lack of village managers’ 

attention to the villagers’ opinions, severe administrative bureaucracy to follow up on daily life 

affairs, the urban settling of rural decision-makers, the lack of a clear plan for rural development, 

the lack of managers’ attention to rural development (Agricultural Jihad, Governorship, District 

Administration, Natural Resources, Housing Foundation, etc.) 

Weak local 

and regional 

management 

Pursuing studying at the university, finding a decent job, employing in the public sector, 

achieving a better social status, acquiring money and wealth, favorably spending leisure time, 

finding a favorite spouse. 

Personal 

improvement  

Urban attractions 

The availability of more job opportunities in the city, the availability of more investment 

opportunities in the city, the profitability of investment in the city, the variety of jobs in the city, 

access to the main markets, acquiring higher revenue in the city. 

Economic 

opportunities 

Improving the level of knowledge and awareness, using training courses and classes, the 

possibility of communicating with specialists, the possibility of socially communicating with 

more people, membership in associations and social groups. 

Social 

opportunities 

Better quality of urban schools, the presence of clinics and hospitals in the city, easy access to 

the market, the presence of workshops and user industries in the city, the presence of 

recreational space in the city, the presence of sports space in the city, easy access to public and 

private transportation, easy access to the Internet, higher-quality use of services (water, 

electricity, gas and telephone) 

The use of 

infrastructures 

and facilities 

 

4.3. Rural repulsions   

The findings from the extracted themes showed that 

rural repulsions are one of the overarching themes 

regarding the causes of rural elites’ migration. This 

overarching theme is derived from six organizing 

themes, each of which is acquired from several basic 

themes, the interpretations of which are presented in the 

following. 

a) Family and social determinism- The studies show 

that one of the major problems of the rural community is 

the reduction of the amount of land and gardens owned 

by families due to inheritance. Despite the fact that this 

law is implemented in order to establish social and legal 

justice in families, it has caused the fragmented land 

ownership in the rural areas. The pieces of agronomic 

and horticultural land belonging to a household are 
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divided among the members during the time which does 

not have the capacity to provide the livelihood of all the 

people who started a family by themselves. In this 

regard, one of the interviewees stated that "we were four 

brothers and three sisters, we had about four pieces of 

garden, which provided our lives to a large extent. 

Getting marriage and forming a family, the gardens 

were divided among us and since the share of each of us 

was not able to provide for our living expenses, 

gradually we all had to sell our share and migrate to the 

city". The lack of amenities-services, education and 

health facilities, etc., in the villages compared to the 

urban spaces, has caused a series of challenges that 

increase the level of dissatisfaction as well as the 

negative feeling towards rural living among the family 

members and other villagers and accelerated the 

migration process. Mentioning a few key sentences from 

the villagers in this regard helps the clarification of this 

issue: "My wife says what is in the village that we are 

staying here, all the residents are leaving the village"; 

"The village is so small that whoever does any tasks, all 

the villagers are looking at him". In addition to the above 

causes, the findings revealed that, the lack of job 

opportunities for educated people in the village and the 

lack of attention to their qualifications and educational 

background have created a feeling of hopelessness and 

disillusionment among the educated rural population. In 

this regard, one of the interviewees pointed out that I 

have heard this sentence several times from the villagers, 

"What is this field that you have studied, what is the 

point? You have studied and spent all these years, what 

is the end of it?" Accuracy in the nature of the above 

themes and concepts indicates an organizing theme titled 

"family and social determinism" which played a 

significant role in the migration of other strata of the 

rural society, especially the elite society. 

b) Infrastructure weakness- The weakness of the 

infrastructure needed by the rural community, including 

inter-village roads, public transportation, and educational 

centers, which forces the villagers to migrate temporarily 

or commute daily to pursue their studies, is one of the 

major infrastructure problems. Other infrastructural 

problems in the villages include the lack of health 

centers and clinics in the villages (if available, they are 

very deprived in terms of equipment and personnel), the 

lack of shops and stores, the lack of sports and 

recreational space, and the weakness of industrial 

infrastructure. The following statements have been 

mentioned: "Every year, several accidents occur on the 

road in our village, due to the high slope and low width 

of the road"; "After primary school, I had to go to my 

relative's house in the city to continue my study. If 

educational facilities were available, I would not have 

had to bear these problems"; "There is no place in the 

village where I can work and this is not only the problem 

of our village, most of the villages do not have any 

facilities for employment". It should be noted that the 

migration of educated people was sometimes due to 

issues that have been resolved to a significant extent in 

the villages nowadays including gas supply, mobile 

coverage and internet access in the villages. However, 

some elites have migrated from the villages when these 

infrastructures were not available. In general, according 

to the general concept of the above themes, 

"infrastructure weakness" could be as an organizing 

theme regarding rural migration. 

c) Geographic isolation- The results of the analysis of 

the interviews showed that due to the concentration of 

various facilities and services in the cities, the rural areas 

are relatively far away from the service and welfare 

centers. This distance from urban places imposes 

considerable financial and time costs on the rural 

community. It has also created many restrictions 

regarding access to educational services and facilities, 

including participation in courses and reinforcement 

classes and access to schools, especially for school and 

university students and educated people in general. 

These challenges have become more apparent in remote 

and border villages of Kurdistan province. One of the 

interviewees pointed out that: "For a person who 

continues his education, there is no other choice, but to 

migrate to the city, because in addition to the risk of 

accidents, the cost of commuting to the city or renting 

house is too high for a student. Considering the nature of 

the above themes indicates that "geographical isolation" 

is a main organizing theme regarding rural elites' 

migration. 

d) Environmental challenges- The obtained findings 

showed that, similar to most rural parts of the country, 

environmental challenges have been one of the causes of 

creating restrictions for the rural community, particularly 

the rural elites. The reduction of surface and 

groundwater sources, drought, precipitation fluctuations, 

frost, etc., are among the challenges that have caused 

restrictions and, in some cases, great losses for the 

activities of the rural community. In this regard, one of 

the elites stated that: "Two years ago, due to the drought, 

most of the trees in my garden dried up, and every year 

the frost destroys the garden products." Furthermore, the 

results revealed that due to the various dam 

constructions in Kurdistan province, many 

environmental problems have arisen at the village level. 

Flooding of agronomic, horticultural lands and pastures, 

flooding of residential structures in the village are only 
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some of these challenges. Moreover, the poor 

management of garbage and waste in the villages as well 

as some polluted parts of the village have created an 

inappropriate landscape of the villages. As mentioned by 

one interviewee: "Due to the construction of Gavshan 

dam, more than 10 villages with their agronomic, 

horticultural lands and pastures were flooded, and the 

residents had no choice, but to emigrate". The above 

themes evoke the organizing theme of "Environmental 

Challenges" which have been directly and indirectly 

effective in the rural elites' migration. 

e) Weak economic conditions- The findings indicated 

that from the elites' point of view, there are not many job 

opportunities in the villages and the financial foundation 

of the rural community is at a weak level to create new 

jobs. In addition, due to the high cost of providing inputs 

and using agricultural equipment and tools, guaranteed 

purchase of products and products at low prices, 

economic activity in the village is not very profitable. 

Furthermore, any economic activity in the villages have 

faced with various challenges owing to the seasonality 

of jobs in the village, the weak investment of the public 

and private sector in the village, the prominent role of 

middlemen and brokers, etc. Accordingly, it seems 

necessary to mention some key points from the 

interviewees: "There is no job in the village for my field 

and specialty, who has a doctorate in mathematics, and 

in general there is no decent job opportunity for 

postgraduates in the village."; "Production costs, etc. are 

very high compared to their final price. However, a 

significant share of the profit from our activity goes to 

the middlemen." The above factors show the organizing 

theme of "weak economic conditions" in the villages, 

which acts as a repulsive factor for the rural elite 

population. 

f) Weak local and regional management- The analysis 

of the interviews revealed that in the villages of 

Kurdistan province, local managers, both councils and 

village managers, take the villagers' opinions and views, 

especially the rural elites', less into consideration due to 

reasons such as financial and administrative limitations, 

as well as poor experience and expertise in performing 

the tasks assigned to them. One of the interviewees 

pointed out that: "The village managers do not pay 

attention to our opinions at all; I had good opinions and 

ideas for the development of the village, but where is ear 

to hear." The findings indicated that another cause of the 

rural elites' migration is the sense of frustration with the 

conditions of rural management at the regional level. In 

order to obtain a license to operate in the village, they 

have to acquire several inquiries from the relevant 

institutions which need to spend a huge amount of time 

and money. Also, most of the managers (Agricultural 

Jihad, Governorship, District Administration, Natural 

Resources, Housing Foundation, etc.) are settled in 

cities, which on the one hand leads to their superficial 

familiarity with the challenges and capacities of 

development, and on the other hand, they have no 

coherent plans for the village development and their 

decisions are directly involved in the process of rural 

development. This was one of the challenges of the 

villages emphasized by the elites. Mentioning some key 

points of interviewees will help to clarify the above 

content: "I tried several times to get permission to build a 

tourist complex on the side of the village road, but the 

administrative challenges were so great that I gave up 

altogether. You have to have acquaintances in the offices 

so that they can consider your request, I didn't have 

anyone and..."; "We have more than 1500 villages in 

Kurdistan province, the manager of which institution is 

the resident of the village, definitely someone who does 

not live in the village does not know enough about the 

problems and capacities of the village, and probably 

urban development for him and his family who live in 

the city is more important than rural development". The 

general concept of the above content indicates an 

organizing theme titled "weak local and regional 

management" which has been directly and indirectly 

effective in the rural elites' migration. 

4.4. Urban attractions 

The results of the themes analysis showed that the urban 

attractions are the second overarching theme regarding 

the causes of rural elites’ migration. This overarching 

theme is derived from four organizing themes and 

numerous basic themes, which are explained in the 

following. 

a) Personal improvement- The findings from the 

analysis of the interviews revealed that due to the weak 

services and facilities needed by the elite society in the 

villages on the one hand and the concentration of various 

economic and social services and facilities in the cities 

on the other hand, the rural elites embarked on migration 

to fulfill their interests and their personal need. Pursuing 

studying at the university, finding a decent job, 

employing in the public sector, achieving a better social 

status, acquiring money and wealth, favorably spending 

leisure time, finding a favorite spouse have been of these 

causes. For instance, the interviewees stated that: "I 

intended to continue my education and my goal was 

clear, do we have any other way than migrating to the 

city?"; "I have lived in the city for about 15 years after 

guidance school, at high school, and university, and 
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now, due to the conditions and limitations of the village, 

I cannot return there." The above themes indicates that 

the organizing theme of "personal improvement" is one 

of the main causes of elites' migration from the villages, 

which can be achieved in urban spaces, considering the 

huge differences between rural and urban areas. 

b) Economic opportunities- Relatively unfavorable 

conditions of rural settlements in terms of economic 

components such as weak financial foundation of 

households, poverty, seasonal unemployment and 

temporary jobs, low profitability of economic activity 

and weak economic infrastructure on the one hand and 

the existence of more economic capacities on the other 

hand such as job opportunities and variety of jobs, 

access to main markets, investment opportunities, higher 

probability of investment profitability and acquiring 

revenue in cities have been of the main causes of elites' 

migration from the village. The fact is that according to 

the elites' age, financial and educational conditions, it is 

not possible to attract them in the current economy of the 

villages or it is confronting great difficulty. Considering 

the conditions, therefore, the rural elites have chosen the 

path of migration towards the cities. Regarding the 

above content, the following key sentence is mentioned: 

"Do you have any doubts that the conditions for 

economic activity in cities are better than in villages? 

The job in my head is such that currently only the urban 

environment is responsible for it." Accordingly, 

achieving "economic opportunities" in cities is one of 

the other organizing themes related to the causes of rural 

elites' migration. 

c) Social opportunities- Different social conditions 

governing the villages including difficult access to 

people of the same field, difficulty communicating with 

social groups, lack of schools and specialized 

laboratories, etc. for the rural elite, who at least spent 

their academic career in the cities, are in such a way that 

strengthens their tendency to migrate. The results shows 

that other urban attractions are basic themes such as 

improving the level of knowledge and awareness, using 

training courses and classes, the possibility of 

communicating with specialists, the possibility of 

socially communicating with more people, membership 

in associations and social groups. In this regard, some 

interviewees pointed out that: "My specialty is political 

science and I had to come to the city to establish 

working and research relationships with people in the 

same field"; "Educated rural people need to establish 

extensive social connections to benefit from the hard 

work they endured". The general concept of the above 

themes indicates the organizing theme of "social 

opportunities" in cities, which plays an important role in 

attracting rural elites to cities. 

d)The use of infrastructures and facilities- Rural elites 

who have spent at least their education in big cities have 

used various urban infrastructures. Since access to most 

of these infrastructures, namely clinics, hospitals, 

markets, recreational and sports spaces, public 

transportation, Internet, etc., faces many restrictions in 

rural areas, wheras access to these infrastructures are 

associated with more quantity and quality in urban areas, 

rural elites have tendency to use them. Also, the 

existence of numerous industrial and economic 

infrastructures in cities compared to rural areas has 

intensified their willing to migrate and remain in cities. 

For instance, one of the elites has stated that: "It is very 

difficult for me to give up urban facilities and services, 

as I have used them for several years and have gotten 

used to them, urban infrastructures are not comparable to 

those in villages." According to the above content, "the 

use of infrastructures and facilities" in cities can be 

mentioned as an organizing theme that is a subset of 

overarching theme of urban attractions. 

4.5. Presenting the thematic network of the causes of 

rural elites' migration  

The findings of the themes analysis related to the causes 

of rural elites' migration showed that two overarching 

themes including "rural repulsions" and "urban 

attractions" are involved in the migration process, each 

of which is derived from several organizing and basic 

themes. Indeed, the accumulation of rural elites' 

problems on the one hand, and the attractions of the 

cities due to the concentration and establishment of 

various types of services, facilities and infrastructures, on 

the other hand, have strengthened and intensified the 

rural elites' tendency and willing to migrate. According 

to the mentioned contents, the thematic network of the 

causes of rural elites' migration is illustrated in Figure 2 
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Figure 2. The thematic network of the causes of rural elites' migration 

Source: (Research findings, 2023) 

 

4.6. Themes analysis of elites’ participation in rural 

development 

In the following, the process of attracting elites’ 

participation in rural development has been investigated 

using thematic analysis (Table 2). Based on the analysis 

of the interviews, 76 basic themes have been counted, 

and these themes includes eight organizing themes 

(Capacity assessment, skill training, strengthening 

vitality, raising the level of villagers' demands, 

promoting innovation, economic investment, managing 

social challenges and occupying managerial positions) 

and three overarching themes (empowering villagers, 

developing employment and entrepreneurship and 

efficient rural management). The process of acquiring 

the identified themes is presented in the following.

 
Table 2. The themes acquired regarding the elites’ participation in rural development 

Source: (Research findings, 2023) 
Overarching themes Organizing themes Basic themes 

Empowering 

villagers 

Capacity 

assessment 

Identifying the strengths and weaknesses of the village, identifying the opportunities and 

threats of the village, providing a plan for the village development, presenting solutions for 

the village development, identifying the limitations and legal requirements of the village 

development. 

Skill training 

Holding a training course on processing livestock products, holding a training course on 

packing livestock products, holding a training course on planting, growing and harvesting 

agronomic and horticultural crops, holding a training course on electronic marketing, 

holding a training course on small household businesses, holding tutoring and 

reinforcement classes  

Strengthening 

vitality 

Holding local conferences, developing parks, green spaces, entertainment centers, etc., 

holding local competitions, holding local festivals, promoting and updating local customs 

and traditions  

Raising the level of 

villagers’ demands 

Holding a meeting with regional managers (parliament representative, governors), 

effective bargaining with the officials to pay attention to the villagers' demands, preparing 
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Overarching themes Organizing themes Basic themes 
and compiling a document related to the villagers' needs to present to the institutions in 

charge of rural development 

Developing 

employment and 

entrepreneurship 

 

Promoting 

innovation 

Producing idea in the field of economic and social development economic and social 

development, inviting exemplary entrepreneurs to visit the village to get ideas and models, 

promoting the use of modern tools and equipment in agronomy and horticulture, 

promoting modern methods of irrigation, promoting modern methods of animal 

husbandry. encouraging villagers to take initiative and innovation in their activities, 

renovating worn-out infrastructures in the village 

Economic 

investment 

Constructing a carpet weaving workshop, constructing a greenhouse for producing 

mushrooms and vegetables, constructing the processing and packing industries for 

strawberries, grapes, etc., constructing light and heavy animal husbandry, developing 

beekeeping, constructing tourist complexes, constructing eco-residence  

Efficient rural 

management 

Managing social 

challenges 

Mediating in resolving disputes among villagers, guiding regarding judicial issues, 

familiarizing villagers with immigration challenges, resolving conflicts related to 

agronomic and horticultural land among villagers, increasing the level of knowledge and 

awareness in relation to current society issues such as addiction, divorce, etc.  

Occupying 

managerial 

positions 

Working in the village as a council and village manager, working as a governor, 

supervising executive projects in the village (implementation of the Hadi plan), 

supervising rural development programs (preparing the Hadi plan, establishing micro-

credit funds, establishing rural cooperative, etc.)  

 

4.7. Empowering villagers 

The results of the analyzing the interviews showed that 

empowering villagers was one of the most important 

overarching themes identified regarding the elites’ 

participation in rural development acquired out of four 

organizing themes and several basic themes, each of 

which is explained in the following. 

a) Capacity assessment- Since the rural parts of 

Kurdistan province have enormous capacities to achieve 

rural development and there is no compiled planning 

document of the capacities of the villages, the rural elites 

have realized this challenge and mentioned their 

capability to accurately assess the capacity of the 

villages. They have pointed out that relying on their 

knowledge, awareness and expertise, in various fields 

such as identifying the strengths, weaknesses, 

opportunities and threats of the village, presenting a plan 

for the village development, providing solutions for rural 

development and identifying legal restrictions and 

requirements of rural development, they have a 

tendency to participate in the process of rural 

development. Some interviewees noted the following 

key points: "My field of expertise is economic sciences 

with a specialization in urban and regional economics, 

and I am very familiar with the development capacities 

of the province and with the cooperation of a group of 

rural elites whom I know, we can compile a 

comprehensive document regarding rural development"; 

"Each village has its own features and requires its own 

planning, and this planning depends on the accurate 

capacity assessment of the villages". According to the 

mentioned contents, the rural elites have mentioned the 

organizing theme of "capacity assessment" of villages as 

one of the ways of their participation in achieving rural 

development. 

b) Skill training- The findings of the analyzing the 

interviews revealed that one of the issues emphasized by 

the rural elites was the low level of skill, the 

traditionality of the activities and the low level of 

productivity in the villages. Accordingly, they have 

believed that they can be effective in improving the skill 

level of the rural community through holding training 

courses on processing and packaging of livestock 

products, planting, growing and harvesting agronomic 

and horticultural crops, electronic marketing, small 

household businesses and holding tutoring and 

reinforcement classes,. Several rural elites have pointed 

out that: "Most of the villagers’ farming and animal 

husbandry activities are traditional and they should be 

taught new and necessary skills in order to increase the 

productivity of the villagers' activities."; "I have a lot of 

expertise in the process of transplanting fruit trees to 

increase their productivity, and I have participated in this 

field with the villagers." The above points show that one 

of the other organizational themes identified in order to 

attract participation in the rural development process is 

"skill training". 

c) Strengthening vitality- Considering the lack of 

welfare facilities and services in the villages and the 

feeling of relative deprivation among them, the rural 

elites have highlighted that holding local conferences, 

developing parks, green spaces, recreation centers, etc., 
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holding competitions, local festivals and promoting and 

updating local customs and traditions can increase the 

sense of vitality among the villagers as their mental 

health is one of the fundamental principles of rural 

development and population stability in rural areas. In 

this regard, some interviewees stated that: " holding 

various festivals every year, such as the Pomegranate 

Festival, the festival of Pir Shalyar, etc., has created a 

sense of gaiety and happiness among the villagers"; 

"What if different sports, cooking, etc. competitions are 

held every year among the villagers of each region, with 

such activities, a good feeling can be created among the 

villagers". Accordingly, "strengthening vitality" among 

the rural community is one of the organizing themes 

considered by the elites in line with their participation in 

the rural development process. 

d) Raising the level of villagers’ demands- The results 

of analyzing the identified themes indicated that, from 

the elites' point of view, the rural people have a poor 

performance in terms of expressing and presenting their 

demands due to various reasons such as severe 

administrative bureaucracy, distance from the cities, little 

familiarity with the process of administrative affairs. 

Hence, the elites have noted that through holding a 

meeting with regional managers (parliament 

representative, governors), administrative communication 

with some managers, effective bargaining with officials to 

pay attention to the villagers' demands and preparing and 

compiling a document related to the villagers’ needs to 

present to the institutions in charge of rural development, 

they can effectively convey the villagers’ needs and 

wishes to the institutions and managers in charge of rural 

development. Accordingly, the following statement was 

expressed by one of the interviewees: "Perhaps our ability 

to raise and convey the problems and issues related to 

villages to the officials is more effective than the villagers. 

I, along with some friends, held several meetings with the 

governor regarding rural development and it has had good 

results". Based on the above content, "raising the level of 

villagers' demands" is one of the other organizing themes 

through which rural elites can be effective in the process 

of rural development. 

4.8. Developing employment and entrepreneurship 

The findings of analyzing the interviews illustrates that 

developing employment and entrepreneurship is one of 

the other overarching themes identified regarding the 

elites’ participation in rural development, which is divided 

into two organizing themes and several basic themes. 

a) Promoting innovation- From elites’ perspective, in 

most villages of Kurdistan province, the level of 

creativity and innovation, which are the main indicators 

of entrepreneurship, is at a relatively weak level. They 

pointed out that with various ways including producing 

idea in the field of economic and social development, 

inviting exemplary entrepreneurs to visit the village to 

get ideas and models, promoting the use of modern tools 

and equipment in agronomic and horticultural sector, 

promoting modern methods of irrigation and animal 

husbandry, encouraging villagers to be innovative in 

their activities and renovating worn-out infrastructures in 

the village can be effective in the process of rural 

development. Some key points are mentioned to clarify 

this issue: "My idea is to construct the conversion and 

complementary industries in the villages of the province, 

for example in the villages of Noshur (Noshur-e Sofla, 

Vosta, Olya), despite the production of a large number 

of strawberries, there are no standard processing and 

packaging workshops"; "In order to prevent the raw sale 

of products and crops, modern methods of processing, 

packaging and marketing should be used, such as the 

developing and promoting food tourism , etc. since the 

old methods cannot provide and guarantee their 

livelihood". Summing up the above, it can be deduced 

that "promoting innovation" among villagers is one of 

the organizing themes regarding the elites’ participation 

in rural development. 

b) Economic investment - This study showed that rural 

elites have acknowledged the lack and weakness of 

investment in various sectors of economic development 

in villages. Investing the public and private sector, it is 

possible to be effective in the process of rural 

development in Kurdistan province through constructing 

a carpet weaving workshop, a greenhouse for producing 

mushrooms and vegetables, processing and packing 

industries for strawberries, grapes, etc., and light and 

heavy animal husbandry, developing beekeeping, 

constructing tourism complexes and ecotourism 

residences, etc. In this regard, one of the elites has noted 

that: "If the conditions are met, I will build some eco-

tourism camps on the way to Mount Avalan, where 

more than 30 people will be directly employed". 

Accordingly, "economic investment" in the villages is 

one of the other organizing themes through which the 

elites’ participation can be attracted in the process of 

rural development. 

4.9. Efficient rural management 

Analyzing the interviews illustrated that efficient rural 

management is the last overarching theme identified in 

order to attract the elites’ participation in rural 

development, which is acquired of two organizing themes 

and several basic themes explained in the following. 
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a) Managing social challenges- The investigations 

showed that in the daily life process of the rural 

community, there are many challenges namely quarrels 

among residents, disputes over the ownership of 

agronomic and horticultural lands and even the 

ownership of residential areas, divorce, the youth 

tendency to consume drugs and alcohol and etc. The 

rural elites have pointed out that in various ways, such as 

mediating in resolving disputes among villagers, guiding 

regarding judicial issues, familiarizing villagers with 

immigration challenges, resolving conflicts related to 

agronomic and horticultural land among villagers, 

increasing the level of knowledge and awareness in 

relation to current society issues such as addiction, 

divorce, etc. can be effective in the process of rural 

development. It is worth noting the following points: 

"Several times, I have tried to resolve the dispute among 

the villagers over public lands by inviting them to my 

father's house"; "I always try to make the youth of the 

village aware of the dangers caused by the use of drugs 

and alcohol." Accordingly, "managing social 

challenges" is one of the other organizational themes 

through which the elites’ participation can be attracted in 

the process of rural development. 

b) Occupying managerial positions- Optimal and 

coherent rural management at local and regional levels is 

a criterion of rural development, which always confronts 

various challenges. Based on these challenges, the rural 

elites have stated that through working in the village as a 

council and village manager, working as a governor, 

supervising executive projects in the village 

(implementation of the Hadi plan), supervising rural 

development programs (preparing the Hadi plan, 

establishing micro-credit funds, establishing rural 

cooperative and etc.) can participate in the process of 

rural development. The interviewees have expressed the 

following key sentences: "According to my expertise, 

experience and knowledge of villages, if I am given a 

managerial position, I can be effective at solving the 

challenges of rural development."; "It is better to leave 

the management of rural affairs in organizations and 

departments to the rural elites, because compared to a 

manager who was born in the city, the rural elites have 

greater knowledge and understanding of the conditions 

of the villages as well as there is more sense of duty 

among them.". According to the above contents, 

"occupying managerial positions" can be mentioned as 

an organizing theme in order to attract the elites’ 

participation in the process of rural development. 

4.10. Presenting the thematic network of elites’ 

participation in the process of rural development  

The results of the themes analysis related to elites’ 

participation in the process of rural development 

revealed that they can be effective in the process of rural 

development through three overarching themes: 

"Empowering villagers", "Developing employment and 

entrepreneurship" and "Efficient rural management". 

Each of the above themes is derived from several 

organizing and basic themes. Considering the nature of 

the themes identified, it seems necessary to use the 

potential of rural elites in order to achieve sustainable 

rural development. According to the mentioned 

contents, the thematic network of elites’ participation in 

the process of rural development is depicted in Figure 3. 

 

 
Figure 3. Thematic network of elites’ participation in the process of rural development 
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5. Discussion and conclusion 
Nowadays, rural communities are facing various 

challenges such as poverty, unemployment, 

drought, youth migration, addiction, lack of 

services and health infrastructure, economic 

challenge, etc. Nonetheless, these communities 

have numerous capacities in order to achieve 

development. One of the most significant of these 

capacities is the educated rural elites. Overcoming 

various challenges including poverty, busy life in 

rural society, lack of facilities, especially in terms 

of required educational services, geographical 

isolation of villages and etc., they have acquired 

high university degrees and are recognized as 

rural elite. Due to the sense of place belonging to 

the majority of the rural elite to their hometown, 

there is always the motivation to serve the villages 

among this educated class. However, studies 

indicate that in a situation in which on the one 

hand, the rural elite is driven off their village 

owing to various challenges and on the other 

hand, the conditions are prepared to attract them 

to the urban spaces, migration from the village 

might be the most probable decision. Therefore, 

the purpose of this research is to analyze the 

causes of elites' migration and how to attract the 

elites' participation in the process of rural 

development. Considering the huge gap existed in 

previous studies, this study was conducted in 

Kurdistan province, where is confronted with a 

significant decrease in the percentage of rural 

population and inhabited rural areas. 

The results revealed that various factors are 

involved in the migration of rural elites which can 

be divided into two overarching themes namely 

rural repulsions (including six organizing themes: 

family and social determinism, infrastructure 

weakness, geographical isolation, environmental 

challenges, weak economic conditions and weak 

local and regional management) and urban 

attractions  (including four organizing themes: 

personal improvement, economic opportunities, 

social opportunities, and the use of infrastructures 

and facilities). 

The results of this study are consistent with 

Taherkhani (2002), Karimi (2012) and Vazzana & 

Rudi-Polloshka (2019) that noted the identified 

factors as drivers of rural migration. Having 

identified the causes of elites' migration from the 

villages, the ways of attracting their participation 

in the process of rural development have been 

investigated. The findings showed the elites' 

participation in the process of rural development 

is possible through three overarching themes 

namely empowering villagers (including four 

organizing themes: capacity assessment, skill 

training, strengthening vitality, raising the level of 

villagers' demands), developing employment and 

entrepreneurship (including two organizing 

themes: promoting innovation, economic 

investment) and efficient rural management 

(including two organizing themes: managing 

social challenges and occupying managerial 

positions). Sheely (2015), Rostamalizadeh (2019) 

and Vazzana & Rudi-Polloshka (2019) also 

pointed out the above identified themes regarding 

the attraction of elites' participation in the process 

of rural development. Thus, the results of this 

phase of study is in line with the aforementioned 

studies. 

According to the obtained results, it can be said 

that the elites' migration from the villages of 

Kurdistan province is a widespread phenomenon 

and this process leads to depriving the villages of 

an important part of the human capital capacities 

which can contribute to increase the inequality 

gap between urban and rural areas. Therefore, 

firstly, policy makers and rural development 

planners should put effective and efficient 

measures to prevent elites from leaving the 

villages on their agenda. This is achievable by 

different ways including economic investment of 

the public and private sectors in villages, 

providing job opportunities for rural elites, 

insuring rural elites, strengthening various 

educational, communication, service, health and 

infrastructure facilities and transportation in 

villages in such a way that there is no significant 

difference between urban and rural facilities and 

infrastructures. Secondly, necessary measures 

should be taken to attract elites' participation in 

the process of rural development. This is also 

obtainable by various ways such as occupying 

rural elites in managerial positions related to rural 

development affairs, allocating bank credits to 

elites for developing employment and 

entrepreneurship, considering special economic 

and research concessions and discounts from the 

public sector for elites' returning to the villages, 

establishing an organization or department for the 

rural elites and obliging the organizations in 

charge of rural development to apply the rural 

elites' viewpoints. 
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 . مقدمه1
  تیینان در انییاویت مختماییی ماننیید نخبگییاننخبگان روستایی را مییی

بنییدی نمییند   ، گروهغیییرهسیاسی، اممی، رهبران مذهبی و سنتی و  

انیینان بخشییی از  تیینان بییهبنابرایت از افراد تحصیمکرده روستایی می

  قشر از روستایی هایسکننتگاه شدن  نخبگان روستایی یاد کرد  تهی

  هییای مختمیی ،هییا و تخصیی رشییته  در  دانش  صاحب  و  تحصیمکرده

روستاها، پیامییدهای    در  ناپذیریجبران  و  منای  بازخنردهایبر  الاوه

منای اقتصییادی، اجتمییاای و اییاعای متاییددی را بییه همییراه دارد   

اننان قشری از جاماه که از سطح دانش، مهارت، آگاهی،  نخبگان به

تنانند در ابااد مختم   تخص  و تجربه بالاتری برخنردار هستند، می

فردی و اجتماای، در فرایند دستیابی به تنساه منثر باشند به همیت  

  نخبگان روستایی  میان  دلیل زمانی که مهاجرت از روستا به شهر در

  وضییایت  ایییت زیییرا ها در منرد آن بیشتر گردد رخ دهد، باید نگرانی

  در  شییاغل  کییار  نیییروی  انگیییزه  تنانمنییدی و کییاهش ضییمت تناندمی

مییالی جاماییه    و  انسییانیمختمیی     هییایسییرمایه  اتییلا   بییه  روستاها،

-دهیید نخبگییان روسییتایی، بییهشند  شناهد نشان می  روستایی منجر

رو و دارای سطح دانش و آگاهی بیشییتر نسییبت بییه  اننان قشر پیش

تنانند نقش محنری را در راستای  های ساکت در روستا، میاکثر گروه

دستیابی به تنساه پایدار روستایی ایاا نمایند؛ با ایت وجند در اکثییر  

هییای  روستاهای استان کردستان )و به احتمال زیاد در سییایر اسییتان

کشنر( نخبگان روستایی بنا به دلایل متاددی )اجتماای، اقتصادی،  

کننیید و اکثییر روسییتاها از  سیاسی و    ( از روستای خند مهاجرت می

وییی ه نخبگییان دارای  های تحصیمکرده )بهفرصت برخنرداری از نخبه

سطنح بالای آمنزش االی( محروم هستند  با تنجه به مطالب اننان  

شده بررسی و تحمیل دلایل مهاجرت نخبگان روسییتایی و شناسییایی  

ها در راستای نیل بییه تنسییاه روسییتایی در  نحنه جذب مشارکت آن

 استان کردستان، دو مسأله اساسی پ وهش حاضر است 

 . مبانی نظری و ادبیات پژوهش 2
  آنهییا  فییردی  قییدرت  منقایییت  اساس  تنان برمی  را  روستایی  نخبگان

  رسییمی نمایندگان لزوماً روستایی تاری  کرد  در هر صنرت نخبگان

  از  انیینان نماینییده،بییه  کییه  رودمییی  انتظار  آنها  از  اما  نیستند،  جاماه

باشییند  در   تأثیرگییذار  محمی  تنساه  در  و  حمایت کنند  جمای  منافع

تنان چنیت اننان کرد کییه نخبگییان روسییتایی،  یک ابارت ساده می

  اداری،  سیاسییی،  اقتصییادی،  نهادهییای  در  محمییی  قییدرت  دارای  افراد

هییای  تریت وی گیجاماه، هستند  از مهم در سنتی و مدنی مدیریتی،

و    دانییش  سییطح  بییالا،  اجتمییاای  تنان به ااتبییارمی روستایی نخبگان

روستا،    به  تنانمندی بالا، تمایل به داشتت محبنبیت، تمایل به کمک

  جاماییه  هییایتیینده  ااتماد  ادالت، منرد  و  مسئنلیت  داشتت احساس

  قییاننن  حاکمیییت  و  دمنکراسییی  حس  فرهنگ، بالای روستایی، سطح

تریت  اشاره کرد  با ایت وجند، مهاجرت نخبگان روستایی یکی از مهم

  های تنساه روستایی به وییی ه در کشیینرمان اسییت  مهییاجرتچالش

کشیینر و    اممییی  ناپذیری را بییه سییرمایهجبران  هاینخبگان خسارت

اییالی و    آمیینزش  هییایچالش  از  مختم  وارد نمیینده و یکیییمناعق  

  بییه تییاکننن دیرباز از که  است  ایاست و پدیده  ایران  امنم در  وزارت

  ایییت  از  و  شییندمی  دیده  سنم  جهان  کشنرهای  مختمای در  هایگننه

  اقتصییادی، بخییش در ناپذیریجبران  صدمات  کشنرها  ایت  در  رهگذر

 :ننیسندة مسئنل   
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  دشیینارتریت از یکییی آن  جبییران  و  همییراه دادبه  فرهنگی  و  اجتماای

 است     کشنرها  قبیل  ایت  برای  کارها

 . روش تحقیق3
  شییده  انجییام  برسییاختی  تاسیری ی پارادایم چارچنب ایت پ وهش در

  تحمیییل مضییمنن   آن، تحمیل مضمننی است  است و رویکرد غالب بر

کیاییی اسییت  بییرای    هایداده  تحمیل  هایپرکاربردتریت روش یکی از

  هییایهای مربنط به منضنع منرد بررسی، از مصاحبهدادهآوری  جمع

است  به ایت صنرت کییه    فردی استااده شده  یافتهساختنیمه  امیق

-هدفمند )مصییاحبه گیریمصاحبه امیق فردی به صنرت نمننه  15

های انجام گرفته با نخبگان روستایی مهییاجر کییه دارای تحصیییلات  

کارشناسی ارشد و دکترای تخصصی هستند( با اسییتااده از روش گمنلییه  

های مذکنر در بازه زمییانی چهییار ماهییه  برفی انجام گرفته است  مصاحبه 

( انجام شده اسییت و مبنییای اتمییام  1402)خرداد ماه تا شهرینر ماه سال  

 بییرای  اسییت  مایییاری  نظییری  ها، اشباع نظری بنده است  اشباع مصاحبه 

 ادامییه  را  ها مصاحبه  جایی  تا  محقق  آن  که براساس  ها  نمننه  تاداد  تاییت 

 هییای داده  یییا  شییده  تحقیق اشییباع  امده  های سؤال  به  پاسخ  که  دهد می 

نشییند  لازم بییه اکییر اسییت بییا   تنلید  ها داده  گردآوری  فرآیند  در  جدیدی 

های از عریق مصییاحبه، در  پ وهش، فرایند گردآوری داده تنجه به اننان  

دو بخش بررسی اصمی انجام گرفته است  در بخش اول فراینیید مصییاحبه  

های مرتبط با امل مهاجرت نخبگییان  محققان به دنبال شناسایی مضمنن 

تییریت هیید  شناسییایی مضییامیت  اند و در بخش دوم، مهییم از روستا بنده 

 روستایی بنده است    تنساه   در   نخبگان   مرتبط با نحنه مشارکت 

 های پژوهش. یافته4
هییای  هییای پیی وهش نشییان داد دو مضییمنن فراگیییر دافاییهیافتییه

دهنده جبییر خییاننادگی و  روستانشینی )شامل شش مضمنن سازمان

-های زیستها، انزوای جغرافیایی، چالشاجتماای، ضا  زیرساخت

شهرنشییینی )شییامل  های  محیطی و ضا  شرایط اقتصادی( و جاابه

های اقتصادی،  دهنده پیشرفت شخصی، فرصتچهار مضمنن سازمان

تییریت  ها و امکانات( مهمهای اجتماای و استااده از زیرساختفرصت

امل مهاجرت نخبگان روستایی هستند  همچنیییت نتییایا نشییان داد  

تحقق مشارکت نخبگان در تنساه روستایی از عریییق سییه مضییمنن  

دهنییده  فراگیر تنانمندسازی روستاییان )شامل چهار مضمنن سازمان

سنجی، مهییارت آمیینزی، تقنیییت سییرزندگی، ارتقییای سییطح  ظرفیت

گری روسییتاییان(، تنسییاه اشییتغال و کییارآفرینی )شییامل دو  مطالبه

گییذاری اقتصییادی( و  دهنده ترویا ننآوری و سرمایهمضمنن سازمان

دهنده مدیریت  مدیریت کارآمد روستایی )شامل دو مضمنن سازمان

 گردد های مدیریتی( محقق میهای اجتماای و تصدی پستچالش

 گیری. بحث و نتیجه5
ای فراگیییر  مهاجرت نخبگان از روستاهای اسییتان کردسییتان پدیییده

است و ایت فرایند به مثابه محروم شدن روستاها از بخش مهمییی از  

تنانیید در تشییدید  های سرمایه انسانی است و ایییت مهییم میییظرفیت

شکا  و نابرابری میان نقاط شهری و روستایی میینثر باشیید  لییذا، در  

ریزان تنساه روستایی با اتخییاا  گذاران و برنامهوهمه اول باید سیاست

تدابیر منثر و کارآمد، جمنگیری از خروج نخبگییان از روسییتاها را در  

هییای مختماییی ماننیید  دستنر کار خند قرار دهند  ایت مهم به شییینه

گذاری اقتصادی بخش دولتی و خصنصی در روستاها، فییراهم  سرمایه

نمندن بستر شغمی برای نخبگان روستایی، تحت پنشش بیمییه قییرار  

هییای مختمیی   دادن نخبگان روستایی، تقنیت امکانییات و زیرسییاخت

آمنزشی، ارتباعی، خدماتی، بهداشتی و حمییل و نقییل در روسییتاها،  

ای کییه تاییاوت فاحشییی میییان امکانییات و  گننییهگییردد بییهمحقق می

های شهری و روستایی وجند نداشته باشیید  در وهمییه دوم  زیرساخت

باید تدابیر لازم برای جذب مشارکت نخبگان در فرایند تنساه فراهم  

های مختمای مانند اسییتااده از نخبگییان  گردد  ایت مهم نیز به شینه

های مدیریتی مییرتبط بییا امیینر تنسییاه روسییتایی،  روستایی در پست

تخصییی  ااتبییارات بییانکی بییه نخبگییان جهییت تنسییاه اشییتغال و  

های وییی ه اقتصییادی و  کارآفرینی، در نظر گرفتت امتیازات و تخای 

پ وهشی از سنی بخش دولتی برای بازگشت نخبگییان بییه روسییتاها،  

-تأسیس سازمان و یا اداره مخت  نخبگان روستایی و اجبار سازمان

هییای  های متنلی تنساه روستایی بییه اسییتااده از نظییرات و دیییدگاه

 گردد نخبگان روستایی، محقق می

تنساه روستایی، نخبگان روستایی، مهییاجرت، تحمیییل    ها:کلیدواژه

 مضمنن، استان کردستان 

 تشکر و قدردانی
داند از همکییاری تمییامی افییرادی کییه در  نگارندگان بر خند لازم می 

 د نصمیمانه تشکر نمایاند،  ها شرکت داشتهفرایند مصاحبه
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Abstract  
Purpose- The "Smart Village" approach includes long-term social, economic, and environmental activities of the rural community that 

involve widespread participation in local governance processes, promoting entrepreneurship, preserving the rural environment and, 

ultimately, sustainable development of rural areas. Therefore, the development of scenarios that facilitate the realization of the smart 

village approach in the peri-urban settlements of the metropolis of Tehran should be emphasized . 
Design/methodology/approach-This research is a descriptive-analytical study from the perspective of its objectives it is applied. Data 

and information were collected through library research, documentary studies, and survey methods (interviews). By reviewing scientific 

sources and conducting interviews with experts, 57 influencing factors of the smart village approach on the sustainability of peri-urban 

settlements were identified, categorized into 5 dimensions, and a total of 35 people, including managers of relevant organizations and 

university experts, were interviewed. The analysis of data was based on futures studies techniques, including structural analysis and 

mutual effects analysis (done using Micmac and Scenario Wizard software) . 
Finding- The research findings show that there are a very large number of possible scenarios for the impact of the smart village on the 

sustainability of peri-urban settlements in the metropolis of Tehran within the range of Islamshahr County. Among them, 14 scenarios 

have weak compatibility and only 1 scenario is in a state of strong and sustainable compatibility (zero incompatibility). The first scenario, 

which is a positive one, has a mutual effect score of 733 and a compatibility value of 13, while the second scenario, which indicates 

unfavorable conditions for the future impact of the smart village on sustainable development, has a mutual effect score of -144 and a 

compatibility value of 5. The third scenario also has a compatibility value of -2 and with a mutual effect score of 63, it can be one of the 

impactful scenarios for the smart village on the sustainability of peri-urban settlements in the metropolis of Tehran . At the end of the 

research, operational suggestions are presented to enhance the indices of a smart village to achieve sustainable development in the rural 

settlements of the studied area. 

Originality/Value - For the first time in Iran, scenarios have been developed on the impact of smart villages on the sustainability of 

peri-urban settlements, and from this perspective, it is innovative and among the first research in the field. 
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1. Introduction 
he development of rural areas involves 

organizational processes that are a 

response to growing social and 

economic inequalities, spatial 

inequalities, backwardness, poverty, social 

exclusion, etc. (Somwanshi et al., 2016) based on 

the concept of endogenous development, the 

development of rural areas is based on institutional 

capacity building to ensure the mobilization of 

internal resources and recovery of external forces. 

Building partnerships requires that everyone 

involved in the building process embrace empathy 

and equal participation. Strategies and methods for 

deeper community involvement are needed to 

address these issues (Guinjoan et al., 2019). The 

concept of intelligent development and subsequent 

smart city has been proposed globally as a possible 

and practical answer to the challenges resulting 

from increasing urbanization (Arbab & Fasihi, 

2019). It should be noted that we are now at the 

beginning of a revolution (the fourth industrial 

revolution) that affects the way of life, work, and 

everything related to these two, and is based on the 

digital revolution (Ahlawat, 2017). In fact, 

intelligentization is not a new concept (Anabastani 

& Javanshiri, 2015) and it varies from one region 

to another (Gerli & et al, 2022). Through the use of 

advanced technologies of information and 

communication technology, the intelligentization 

of all aspects of life, including activities, 

transportation, etc., and due to its various 

dimensions, it includes various economic, social, 

physical, and environmental benefits (Kamal et al., 

2016) 

The smart village provides long-term social, 

economic and welfare and environmental activities 

for the village community, which enables 

widespread participation in local governance 

processes and promotes entrepreneurship. At the 

same time, a "smart village" benefits from proper 

health facilities, proper education, better 

infrastructure, clean drinking water, sanitary 

facilities, environmental protection, resource 

efficiency, waste management, renewable energy, 

etc. In fact, technology acts as a facilitator to 

develop, empower and increase local job 

opportunities. It can also improve health and well-

being and strengthen the interactions of village 

 
1 Information and communication technology 

residents (Sutriadi, 2018). Smart village, self-

sufficient rural, and spiritual empowerment of 

human resources (especially rural youth) through 

the use of available resources and appropriate rural 

technologies, leading to the promotion of 

decentralized management and employment 

creation with the help of governmental and non-

governmental organizations. This framework can 

be implemented in all villages. By improving water 

availability, cropping patterns, livestock 

management and local employment prospects 

should be adapted to conserve natural resources 

(Ramachandra et al, 2015). Smart villages are 

made up of rural people who take the initiative to 

discover practical solutions to solve fundamental 

challenges and gain new opportunities. Rural 

communities do this in a variety of ways. Many of 

them use new digital technologies; But this is only 

one of the tools available. There are also many 

social innovations in rural services, new 

relationships with urban areas, and activities that 

enhance the role of villages in transitioning to a 

greener, healthier, and healthier society. It has 

proven itself to benefit mankind in various fields. 

The focus of smart villages should be based on the 

advantages/problems/challenges of different types 

of villages and provide targeted solutions for them. 

As some researchers have stated in their research, 

smart village research should be considered more 

from the perspective of problem solving. Problem 

solving seeks to identify problems in rural areas 

and provide a way to circumvent them by referring 

to ICT1 (Visvizi & D Lytras, 2018). 

The combination of the two concepts of 

development and sustainability formed a new 

theory that caused a change of attitude in many 

programs and behavior of governments and people, 

both at the micro level and at the global level, (Hall 

et al., 2000) on the one hand, the need for 

improvement and Progress in any society is 

sustainable development as a process. The process 

that is the basis of the improvement of the situation 

and is considered to be the mediator of the socio-

cultural shortcomings of the advanced societies, 

therefore it should be the driving engine of 

balanced, proportional and harmonious economic 

and cultural progress of all societies, especially 

developing countries. (Beg, 2018). Sustainable 

development is building the future based on the 

 

T 
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current state of the land, identity, needs, resources, 

and opportunities. Creating any development plan 

should always be based on acknowledging who we 

are and where we come from, even if the present or 

the near future is unclear. not clear Sustainable 

development requires looking into the future, and 

in order to do so, it is necessary to use the tools that 

allow us to approach it. While technological 

advances have transformed urban areas, rural 

communities often struggle to keep up with the 

digital revolution. Bridging this gap is critical to 

ensuring equal access to educational resources, 

health care services, and economic opportunities. 

Preoccupation with the present and trying to solve 

existing problems prevents managers and decision-

makers from thinking about the future. However, 

current problems are the most important reason to 

think about the future. It goes without saying that 

today's crises are the forced result of not addressing 

the obstacles and problems before they appear in 

the form of a crisis. Another factor that makes 

addressing the future inevitable is the speed of 

evolution in this environment full of change, 

instability, and uncertainties, and the only 

approach and policy that is likely to achieve more 

success is the architecture of the future (Anabestani 

et al., 2023). In fact, future research allows 

decision makers to solve ambiguous problems by 

focusing on key drivers in the decision-making 

process about issues with high complexity and high 

uncertainties come. Futuristic research is the 

knowledge that opens the eyes of the people of the 

city and society to possible future events, 

opportunities and challenges, and by reducing the 

ambiguity and corrosive doubts, increases the 

ability of people and society to make smart choices 

and allows everyone to know that Where can they 

go or where should they go? (Ziari & Ehsanifard, 

2022). The goals and applications of future 

research could include understanding and 

addressing the emerging issues of human society, 

as well as developing long-term and short-term 

plans to prevent the harmful consequences of 

unforeseen events. The preparation and regulation 

of rules and frameworks for future developments 

and research on the growth of technology and its 

use in the future have been mentioned (Abtahi et 

al., 2011). 

In the peri-urban rural areas of Iran, due to their 

unique conditions and geographical location, it has 

led to the creation of both capabilities and 

obstacles. In fact, it can be stated that the 

unplanned growth of the population of peri-urban 

villages, the unplanned physical expansion of rural 

settlements, and the indiscriminate use of the rural 

environment in recent decades have caused 

challenges such as land use and social security 

issues. Additionally, population growth, 

agricultural natural hazards, unstable policies, and 

poor decision-making have had significant effects 

on the sustainable development of villages in the 

study area (Heydarpour et al., 2019). The statistics 

of illegal rural-urban migrations and the problems 

that migrants bring with them to their migration 

destinations highlight the consequences of 

neglecting villages, which are the main challenges 

facing managers and planners. Therefore, studying 

the development and sustainability of villages, 

particularly peri-urban settlements, requires more 

in-depth and comprehensive research. The smart 

village approach has the potential to provide a 

solution to the instability facing peri-urban 

settlements. 

Islamshahr County in the near of Tehran 

metropolis has been a destination for many 

immigrants from near and far due to its relatively 

affordable housing and short distance from the 

capital, combined with a high population growth 

rate. However, there is a limited number of studies 

on the smart village approach in this field, and 

future research should aim to explore the effective 

scenarios of this approach on the sustainability of 

peri-urban settlements in Tehran metropolis by 

2033 (the horizon of the research). In conclusion, 

the research question for future research is: What 

are the scenarios for the impact of the smart village 

approach on the sustainability of peri-urban rural 

settlements in Tehran metropolis (Islamshahr 

County) in the horizon of 2033? 

2. Research Theoretical Literature 
The concept of the smart village has emerged as a 

sophisticated development paradigm for rural areas 

in India, building upon the established smart city 

model and aimed at integrating technology into the 

fabric of remote locales. The primary purpose of 

this initiative is to tackle multifaceted rural 

challenges through the adoption of Information and 

Communication Technology (ICT) and 

Geographic Information System (GIS) tools. This 

endeavor strives for sustainability and aligns with 

the broader goals of sustainable development. The 

smart village framework is predicated on the 
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inclusive principle of "access to information for 

all," wherein ICT services become readily 

accessible to the rural populace via dedicated 

applications (Adamowicz & Zwolińska-Ligaj, 

2020; Zavratnik et al, 2018; Tregear & Cooper, 

2016). The conceptualization proposed by 

Viswanadham and Vedola (2020) of the smart 

village ecosystem encapsulates four cardinal 

aspects: institutional structures, resource 

utilization, service chains, and the technologies 

facilitating service delivery. Moreover, seven 

pivotal dimensions underpin the smart village 

architecture: the economy, ICT, human resources, 

governance, the environment, lifestyle, and energy. 

This model's inception is a direct consequence of 

recognizing the role of ICT as a potent instrument 

for catalyzing local economic development. 

Corresponding to notions of smart growth and 

smart development, smart villages embody a 

transformative vision for rural livelihoods, 

advocating for sustainable practicability across 

various domains (Somwanshi et al., 2016; Holmes 

& Thomas, 2015). Further, by interweaving 

elements from the Smart City framework into rural 

contexts, smart villages harness advancements in 

sustainable agriculture, energy efficiency, health, 

education, and digital communication. Leveraging 

technologies such as ICT, the Internet of Things 

(IoT), and other innovations, smart villages 

endeavor to equip rural communities with the 

requisite capabilities to flourish in an era of 

incessant change (Ella & Andari, 2018). The 

objectives of smart village initiatives are manifold: 

- Combating rural population decline: Smart 

villages represent a rural development strategy that 

can prevent or reverse the process of migration 

from rural to urban areas, thereby preserving rural 

populations by improving local quality of life and 

economic prospects. 

- Improving agricultural practices: Precision 

agriculture, with digital technologies such as IoT 

sensors, satellite imagery, and data analysis, can 

increase the efficiency and sustainability of 

agricultural practices in these communities. 

-Adoption of renewable energy: Smart villages 

often incorporate renewable energy solutions such 

as solar panels and wind turbines, which promote 

energy self-sufficiency and reduce carbon 

footprints. 

-Digital connectivity and education: High-speed 

Internet access enables e-learning, telemedicine 

services, and global market connectivity for local 

businesses, artisans, and farmers. 

- Social integration and governance: Smart village 

initiatives promote participatory governance, 

ensuring that the benefits of technology are 

accessible to all members of society, including 

vulnerable groups (Beg, 2018; Singh & Patel, 

2019). 

In the quest to elevate the quality of human 

settlements and embrace the smart village concept, 

it is critical to acknowledge the regional planning 

principles and the intrinsic characteristics of the 

target locale. This perspective underpins the belief 

that all regions whether they are technologically 

advanced or not—possess the innate potential and 

a diverse array of capabilities, from economic 

robustness to knowledge and innovation capacity, 

to embark on the path toward actualizing the smart 

village paradigm: 

To this end, a substantial body of research executed 

in the past decade, encompassing both domestic 

and international studies, has contributed to our 

understanding of this developmental approach. 

Anabastani et al. (2022) illustrate how the 

attributes of what constitutes smart growth diverge 

considerably across different societies. Broadly, 

smart growth endeavors to rejuvenate rural zones 

and neglected urban fabrics through strategic 

investment of time and resources. Cowie et al. 

(2020) expounds upon the concept of the fourth 

industrial revolution—encompassing a suite of 

technological innovations posited to transmute 

society as profoundly as the prior industrial 

upheavals—by pinpointing a disproportionate 

emphasis on urban centers in these discussions, 

leaving rural landscapes at a perceptible 

disadvantage. There is a discernible need to deepen 

our understanding of how technological 

advancements can be effectively assimilated within 

rural contexts, thereby facilitating a seamless 

transition to a smart, rural future. Complementing 

this, Zavaratnik et al. (2020) synergize the 

fundamental aspects of society - encompassing 

village, city, and sustainability- and critically 

examine the interconnections among these 

elements. Their research posits a holistic 

developmental strategy that underscores that a 

sustainable existence transcends mere 

technological interventions. The study probes into 

the triad of energy, mobility, and waste 

management as dimensions of intelligent living, 

analyzed through the lens of rural-urban dynamics 



Vol.12                     Development of Impactful Scenarios for Smart… / Anabestani et al. 

 

    

103 

and the pivotal role played by information and 

communication technology in fostering such an 

ecosystem. 

According to Aziza and Susanto (2020), rural 

zones grapple with perennial issues like poverty, a 

low educational threshold, and limited 

technological access. Within this framework, they 

proffer a smart village archetype, envisaged as a 

blueprint for rural advancement towards a more 

promising future. This model is explicated in six 

dimensions: governance, technology, resources, 

village services, lifestyle, and tourism, setting a 

holistic standard for rural development. Anabestani 

and Kalate-Meymari (2020) further elucidate that 

the proliferation of higher education within rural 

inhabitants and the subsequent retention of these 

educated individuals—coupled with collaborative 

industrial activities like tourism, food, and cultural 

production—are pivotal drivers of smart village 

evolution. Entwining the broader context of 

development, Visvizi & Lytras (2018) advocate for 

twenty novel approaches to underscore the 

proposition that sustainable living extends beyond 

technological fixes, placing significant emphasis 

on surmounting the barrier of limited technological 

access in rural environs. They posit that 

information and communication technology (ICT) 

is a cardinal element in any development schema, 

whether it pertains to smart cities or villages. An 

exploratory study by Anabestani & Javanshiri 

(2018) deduces that among the myriad factors, the 

dynamic duo of rural creative economy and human 

capital—alongside economic indicators—exert the 

most substantial influence upon smart rural 

development. This research also unpacks the less 

favorable conditions pertaining to physical and 

environmental benchmarks in relation to smart 

evolution. In parallel discourse, Guzal-Dec (2018) 

postulates that the smart village concept emerges 

as a panacea in the quest for sustainable 

development modalities. Within sustainable 

development's ambit, challenges like resistance to 

change within rural communities, innovation 

deficits, insubstantial social capital levels, local 

market limitations, and infrastructural 

inadequacies in transportation and communication 

networks are identified as significant impediments. 

Complementary insights from Zavaratnik et al. 

(2018) underscore the social and economic 

upheavals faced by rural and urban communities in 

recent decades. They avow that the panacea to 

these challenges often lies within the realm of 

technological and digital innovation. The 

researchers also assert that given the heterogeneity 

of rural regions, smart rural development must be 

implemented in concert with a place-based 

approach, tailored to the unique characteristics and 

needs of each community. 

Anabastani et al. (2023) findings reveal that 

prioritizing key drivers of smart growth as 

cornerstones for sustainable rural development 

could alleviate the detriments associated with rural 

decline. Implementing strategic and actionable 

planning toward an envisioned optimal scenario of 

smart growth is deemed a facilitator of sustainable 

rural development processes. Research by 

Emolifar et al. (2020) delves into the fourth 

industrial revolution and the pervasive connectivity 

offered by the internet, encompassing objects, 

individuals, services, and energy networks. This 

interconnectedness has demonstrable 

repercussions for public transportation, energy use 

reduction, health and medical management, and 

enhancements in interpersonal communications 

within urban settings. Bahadori Amjaz et al. (2022) 

posits that villages with larger populations exhibit 

superior performance in harnessing the benefits of 

smart growth indicators. Consequently, the 

enhancement and proliferation of such indicators 

inherently foster the sustainable development of 

rural settlements. In the projection of smart rural 

development by 2031, Anabistani and Kalate-

Meymari (2021) argue that reducing service 

provision costs and infrastructure expenses through 

intensified development, augmenting residential 

space per capita (specifically within new, 

expansive units), and boosting the allocated green 

space and parks are pivotal. Furthermore, they 

advocate for a heightened populace and household 

density in rural service domains and pursuing 

equilibrium in the engagement of public and 

private sectors in rural construction endeavors. 

Anabestani (2021) research ranks the constituents 

of smart dynamics as preeminent, with a weightage 

of 28.4%, followed by the facets of a smart 

economy, which stand at 23.8% according to 

survey respondents. In contrast, Nowrozi (2020) 

study diagnoses the economic dimension as the 

zenith of potential smart village development 

within scrutinized rural landscapes, while 

institutional aspects lag behind, with service and 

planning indices highlighting the best and worst 
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conditions, respectively. The study by Babaei et al. 

(2021) conveys that the examined villages present 

unsatisfactory conditions for smart growth. They 

conceptualize an eclipse of rural development by 

mere rural growth, where ecological indicators are 

markedly deficient compared to other dimensions, 

reflecting the overarching challenges faced by the 

sustainable development paradigm postulated at 

the Rio and Brundtland Conferences. 

Complementing this narrative, Anabestani et al. 

(2021) research corroborates that, concerning 

smart rural growth indices, transportation and 

communication, coupled with the enhancement of 

the physical fabric, are the most critical in the target 

villages. Furthermore, earlier studies by 

Anabestani & Kalate-Meymari (2019) and 

Anabestani & Javanshiri (2015) illustrate that 

economic and physical indicators command a 

significant influence in the orchestration of smart 

rural development. 

Consequently, the evolution of the smart village 

paradigm posits longevity, leading to sustainable 

development within rural communities (Beg, 

2018). This evolution becomes the cornerstone for 

the enhancement of quality of life, as well as the 

socioeconomic prosperity of those regions (Singh 

& Patel, 2019). Focusing future inquiry on the 

quintessential drivers of the smart village ethos can 

facilitate strategic planning for the sustainable 

development of rural settlements. The conception 

of future research is multifaceted and bears varied 

interpretations. A comprehensive synthesis denotes 

that future research constitutes a methodical 

endeavor to project long-term outcomes across 

diverse sectors such as knowledge, technology, 

economics, environment, and society. The 

principal objective is discerning emergent 

opportunities, nascent technologies, and 

investments potentially yielding higher returns 

(Taghilu et al., 2015). Alternatively, it is postulated 

as a foresight activity, aligning the utilization of 

present resources with prevailing values and 

objectives (Sardar, 2010). 

Ultimately, the current inquiry represents one of 

the pioneering domestic investigations into the 

scenario development regarding the impact of the 

smart village approach on the sustainability of peri-

urban settlements. By assimilating insights from 

extant literature and studies concerning smart 

attributes (smart growth, smart rural development, 

smart villages) and their bearing on sustainable 

rural progress, this research extrapolates the 

importance of facets such as access, infrastructure, 

transportation, communication, innovation, and 

knowledge dissemination. Therein, it discerns 

pivotal drivers and constructs scenarios to gauge 

the influence of the smart village approach on the 

enduring development of peri-urban rural 

settlements in the Tehran metropolitan area. 

3. Research Methodology 
3.1 Geographical Scope of the Research 

The area under study in this research is suburban 

settlements in Islamshahr city. Islamshahr city, in 

the center of Islamshahr city with 992 meters above 

sea level in a plain, relatively flat and semi-arid 

climate at 35 degrees and 17 minutes north latitude 

and 51 degrees and 21 minutes east longitude, 17 

kilometers southwest of Tehran and 24 kilometers 

It is located west of Shahreri. It is limited to Tehran 

city from the north, Rei city from the south, 

Shahriar and Rabat Karim cities from the west, and 

Tehran city from the east. This city has three parts 

named Marzari, Chahardangeh and Ahmedabad 

Mostofi. According to the statistics provided by 

Iran Statistics Center in 2015, the whole city of 

Islamshahr has a population of 548,620 people and 

168,228 households, of which 512,156 people with 

158,106 households live in urban areas and 36,439 

people (6.6 percent) with 10,162 households live in 

rural parts of the city. are (Iranian Statistical 

Center, 2015). 
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Figure 1. Location of the studied area 

 

3.2. Research method 

In pursuit of examining the ramifications of the smart 

village approach on the sustainability of peri-urban 

settlements within the context of the Tehran metropolis, 

the present research adopts an applied orientation, being 

prescriptive in intent and descriptive-analytical by 

methodology. This blend allows for the synthesis of data 

through documentary and field research, supplemented 

by comprehensive literary review. Furthermore, the study 

adopts a scenario-writing framework to discern the 

influential factors pertaining to the smart village approach 

of peri-urban rural settlements and to formulate potential 

future scenarios for these communities, thereby 

employing a fusion of quantitative and qualitative 

research techniques. The research can be characterized as 

normative-analytical, distinguishing itself through a 

reliance on qualitative methods of futures research to 

address complex problems. The French prospective 

method informs the adopted research methodology 

(Godet & Durance, 2011). Regional foresight 

implementation encompasses various methodologies, 

classified according to their theoretical underpinnings. 

This particular research proceeded by amalgamating 

interaction analysis with scenario construction methods.
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Figure 2. Conceptual model of research 

 

The required data was collected by examining 

scientific and documentary sources and through 

interviews and expert meetings. Figure 2 shows the 

flowchart of the research.

 

 
Figure 3. Flow chart of research implementation 

 

To ascertain the factors influencing the smart 

village approach for peri-urban rural settlements of 

Tehran's expansive metropolitan area, we 

commenced by extracting pertinent elements from 

methods. 
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an array of prior studies focused on 'smart' 

attributes. Subsequently, these factors were 

presented to experts to assess their significance. 

The experts were also solicited for insights 

regarding any factors that might not have been 

encompassed within the initial aggregation. This 

was achieved by first compiling a list of sub-

indices based on the thorough examination of both 

domestic and international literature. These sub-

indices were then categorized into five dimensions 

by the consensus of the research authors. The initial 

gamut of determinants was prioritized by the expert 

panel, from which 57 items emerged as salient. The 

selection of experts, including practitioners from 

government and executive organizations, academic 

scholars, and officials from Islamshahr County’s 

municipality and governorate, adhered to the 

snowball sampling technique. For the operational 

definition of the smart village concept's theoretical 

construct, ten constituent components were 

identified, and their application facilitated by 

questionnaires and impact matrices (refer to Table 

1). To achieve the research objectives, 

collaboration was sought from academics and 

doctoral candidates affiliated with prominent 

academic institutions such as Shahid Beheshti 

University, Tehran University, Birjand University, 

among others, alongside senior organizational 

executives, all of whom held a minimum 

educational qualification of a bachelor’s degree.

 
Table 1. Factors affecting the sustainability of peri-urban rural settlements through the smart village approach 

Component Indicators 

Economic 

factors 

 

(1) Access to suitable jobs in the village and surrounding cities and create diverse job opportunities in the future (2) 

Access to various and reliable financial resources in order to take advantage of the competitive advantage of the 

region (3) Increase intra-local financial exchanges by strengthening rural-urban flows and links (4) Diversification 

of income sources of rural households with the aim of creating savings (5) Appropriate access to support facilities 

for economic activities in villages (6) Optimum use of the Internet in line with identity and branding to strengthen 

the economy, especially in tourism (7) Increasing innovation in Economic activities (new marketing, etc.) (8) 

Increasing investment in the process of innovative businesses in the village (9) Increasing the spirit of 

entrepreneurship, launching and promoting new local businesses (10) Improving the ability to save and increasing 

investment opportunities in the village (11) Improving The process of reducing poverty among rural households (12) 

increasing access to smart systems to perform economic activities (13) increasing skill transfer and economic 

capacity building through the digital divide (the number of workers employed in the sector (ICT). 

Socio-cultural 

factors 

 

(1) Increasing the process of protecting agricultural lands and village gardens by people and local managers (2) 

Creating and strengthening sewage disposal lines in order to reduce the level of pollution (water and soil) in the 

village environment (3) The process of increasing access to purified and potable water In villages (4) increasing the 

use of smart irrigation methods and remote control in the agricultural sector in order to reduce the consumption of 

water resources (5) increasing the use of technology and electronic marketing and selling agricultural products (6) 

increasing the use of agricultural information systems in the compilation The pattern of crop cultivation (7) reducing 

the consumption of chemicals and using compost to protect the land. water and soil in the villages (8) increasing the 

trend of using clean (green) and renewable energy in the villages (9) increasing attention to the management of 

optimal fuel and energy consumption in the villages (10) increasing the protection of historical and cultural relics and 

monuments in the villages (11) Extensive efforts to increase the use of clean transportation 

Environmental 

factors 

 

(1) increasing the process of protecting agricultural lands and village gardens by people and local administrators (2) 

creating and strengthening sewage disposal lines in order to reduce the level of pollution (water and soil) in the village 

environment (3) increasing the access to purified and usable water drinking in villages (4) increasing the use of smart 

irrigation methods and in the agricultural sector to reduce the consumption of water resources (5) increasing the use 

of technology and electronic marketing and selling agricultural products (6) increasing the use of agricultural 

information systems in developing crop cultivation patterns (7) Reducing the consumption of chemicals and using 

compost to protect the land. water and soil in the villages (8) increasing the trend of using clean (green) and renewable 

energy in the villages (9) increasing attention to the management of optimal fuel and energy consumption in the 

villages (10) increasing the protection of historical and cultural relics and monuments in the villages ( 11) Extensive 

efforts to increase the use of clean transportation 

Physical-spatial 

factors 

 

(1) Creating a suitable platform to increase the access of residential units to fixed internet in the village (2) Creating 

and increasing communication infrastructure in order to increase access and reduce transportation and 

communication costs (3) Increasing access to electronic payment systems in order to facilitate services banking and 

commercial (4) Paying attention to the development of information and communication technology (ICT) 

infrastructure in order to develop Internet-based services (5) Using the appropriate bandwidth to benefit from suitable 

platforms for virtual communication (6) Improving road connections, sidewalks and transportation routes The 



                                                 Journal of Research and Rural Planning                                         No.4 / Serial No.43 

 

 

   

 108 

Component Indicators 

importance of rural settlements (7) Increasing the amount of intensive activity (agricultural and non-agricultural) in 

rural settlements (8) Trying to reduce the distance between residence, work, education and meeting daily needs (9) 

Development of residential units outside the approved scope of the village head plan (10) Increasing mixed uses and 

developing access to services at the settlement level (11) Increasing village social access to information, to search in 

databases such as job advertisements and government services 

Keyinstitutional 

-management 

factors 

(1) Creating a suitable platform to increase the access of residential units to fixed internet in the village (2) Creating 

and increasing communication infrastructure in order to increase access and reduce transportation and 

communication costs (3) Increasing access to electronic payment systems in order to facilitate services banking and 

commercial (4) Paying attention to the development of information and communication technology (ICT) 

infrastructure in order to develop Internet-based services (5) Using the appropriate bandwidth to benefit from suitable 

platforms for virtual communication (6) Improving road connections, sidewalks and transportation routes The 

importance of rural settlements (7) Increasing the amount of intensive activity (agricultural and non-agricultural) in 

rural settlements (8) Trying to reduce the distance between residence, work, education and meeting daily needs (9) 

Development of residential units outside the approved scope of the village head plan (10) Increasing mixed uses and 

developing access to services at the settlement level (11) Increasing village social access to information, to search in 

databases such as job advertisements and government services 

Source: Anabistani & Kalate-Meymari, 2022; Anabestani & Javanshiri, 2015; 2018; Anabestani & Meymari, 2020; Adesipo & et al, 

2020; Gerli & et al, 2022; Kalinowski et al., 2022; Kurniawan et al., 2022; Asri et al., 2022; Srivastava, 2022; Maja et al., 2020; 

Vignesh & Priyan, 2018 

 

The methodology of this study commenced with 

the collation of data through a documentary 

approach and conducting Delphi method-based 

interviews with domain experts. The process was 

structured in three waves to distill the variables 

influencing the formation of the smart village 

approach. Subsequent to these rounds, the 

provisional factors were subjected to rigorous 

scrutiny by experts for reaffirmation. Following 

this reconfirmation, a questionnaire was 

meticulously crafted, and its validity and reliability 

were initially tested through a preliminary 

distribution to a select cohort of experts, consisting 

of university faculty and domain specialists. Seven 

copies of the preliminary questionnaire were 

disseminated, and refinements were integrated 

based on the feedback obtained. Ultimately, to 

delineate the principal drivers underpinning the 

impact of the smart village approach on the 

sustainability of peri-urban settlements, the study 

leveraged the descriptive and inferential insights 

garnered from the expert questionnaires. Vital 

variables, including influential and bidimensional 

risk factors, were elicited applying the structural 

analysis methodology. To facilitate this procedure, 

Micmac software was employed. Structural 

analysis within this research unfolded in three 

discrete phases: First, the Delphi method was 

utilized to extract relevant variables and factors. 

Second, inter-variable relationships were mapped 

and defined. The third phase was dedicated to the 

identification of pivotal variables. Subsequently, 

the Balanced Interaction Analysis method, 

alongside the Scenario Wizard software, 

constituted the tools for crafting the impact 

scenarios of the smart village approach on peri-

urban settlement sustainability.  It is pertinent to 

note that the foundation of the Scenario Wizard 

software employs Cross-Impact Balance (CIB) 

matrices. These matrices serve a critical function—

capturing expert opinions regarding the 

probabilistic effects of one descriptor state on 

another. Verbal expressions were used to record 

these impacts, and through the computation of 

direct and indirect effects between states, coherent 

scenarios for the subject system were distilled and 

extrapolated. 

4. Research Findings 
4.1. The key variables of shaping the scenarios of 

the impact of the smart village approach on the 

sustainability of peri-urban settlements in Tehran 

metropolis. 

According to the materials obtained from field and 

library studies, the main factors influencing the 

approach of the smart village in the rural 

settlements of Tehran metropolis were identified. 

These indicators are in 5 dimensions "social-

cultural index", "economic index", "physical-

physical index", "management-institutional index" 

and "environmental index". According to the 

descriptive and inferential results obtained from 

the expert questionnaires and structural equations, 

the drivers of each of the key factors in 5 

dimensions were prepared and presented. They will 
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be of fundamental use to determine the logic of the 

scenario. The factors included in (Table 2) have the 

most impact; therefore, they are considered among 

the drivers.

 

 
Table 2. The influence of the drivers of the smart village approach in rural settlements based on the opinions of 

experts and Mikmak software. 

Direct effect  indirect 

effect Propulsion Row 

10+ 5208+ 
Increasing skill transfer and economic capacity building through the digital divide (the 

number of workers employed in the (ICT) sector). 1 

1+ 624+ 
Access to various and reliable financial resources in order to take advantage of the 

competitive advantage of the region 2 

1+ 5.2+ Diversification of rural household income sources with the aim of creating savings 3 

0 645+ Increasing investment in the process of innovative businesses in the village 4 

5+ 1370+ 
Educational classes benefit from electronic and internet facilities to use virtual and 

distance education 5 

0 408+ 
Increasing access to the smart health system in order to innovate in providing healthcare 

services to villagers 6 

6- 1807 
Facilitating access to higher education institutions in order to train specialized human 

resources 7 

2- 652 Improving satisfaction with livability in rural settlements 8 

9+ 4744+ 
Creating a suitable platform to increase the access of residential units to fixed internet in 

the village 9 

3+ 1371+ Increasing mixed uses and developing access to services at the settlement level 10 

2+ 998+ 
Increasing access to electronic payment systems to facilitate banking and business 

services 11 

-1 483- 
Improving road connections, sidewalks and important transportation routes of rural 

settlements 
12 

5+ 1799+ 
Increasing attention to management of optimal consumption of fuel and energy in 

villages 13 

3+ 1141+ Increasing protection of historical and cultural works and monuments in villages 14 

8+ 3162+ 
Increasing the participation of villagers in decision-making, implementation and 

maintenance of projects by local managers 15 

3+ 1298+ 
Application of information and communication technology in providing services for 

easy access of villagers to administrative services 16 

1+ 407+ Increasing villagers' trust in local administrators and rural planners 17 

 

After identifying the driving factors, it is time to 

formulate the scenario. At this stage, if we want to 

involve all the driving factors in the scenario, it will 

cause the number of scenarios to be too wide and 

the managers will be more confused to use these 

scenarios in planning and policy making; 

Therefore, the main challenge at this stage is how 

to structurally expand the driving factors, which 

includes all the driving factors in a regular 

structural format, and presents a number of viable 

and logical scenarios for managers to exploit. For 

this purpose, a step called the development of 

scenario logic must be completed for the structural 

expansion of driving factors. At this stage, 

creativity and perception play the most important 

role.

 



                                                 Journal of Research and Rural Planning                                         No.4 / Serial No.43 

 

 

   

 110 

 
Figure 4. The formation of scenario logic with two dimensions in the context of the network 

  

In this research, the inductive method was chosen 

as the scenario logic formulation method due to the 

wide range and variety of drivers and after 

interviewing experts. The logic of the scenario in 

this research has the following two dimensions: 

• The level of socio-economic development 

based on livability in line with the 

formation of a smart village 

• The amount of physical-environmental 

development based on livability in line 

with the formation of a smart village 

  After consulting with experts, these two 

dimensions were chosen as the holder and shaper 

of the logic of the scenario. It should be noted that 

these two holders are determined in such a way that 

they contain all the critical drivers of the scenario. 

These two dimensions are shown in figure (4). In 

fact, drivers play a role in each of the four 

quadrants created by the combination of two 

dimensions and develop the desired scenario. It 

should be noted that at this stage the scenarios are 

named through a survey of experts. 

4.2. Creating an analysis structure (drivers and 

their possible assumptions) 

From determining the key factors of the research, 

for each of the factors, all the possible states 

(scenarios facing the factor) of the effect of the 

smart village on the sustainable development of 

rural settlements in the complex around the 

metropolis of Tehran in the horizon of 2033 in 

three favorable, semi-favorable and unfavorable 

situations with Paying attention to the opinions of 

experts, in total, 17 drivers and 51 possible 

hypotheses were prepared along with their 

characteristics. It is important to point out that the 

drivers and their possible assumptions all have 

uncertainty in terms of occurrence. 
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Table 3. Key factors influencing the smart village approach and possible future states for each factor in the 

horizon of 2033 
Possible modes scenario type Factor Code  

Paying special attention to creating the necessary platforms for increasing skill 

transfer and economic capacity building through digital technologies and 

increasing the number of workers working in the sector (ICT). 
Optimal kill transfer and 

economic 

capacity building 

through digital 

technologies 
 

A1 

Limited access to digital platforms for skill transfer and the low number of 

workforces working in the sector (ICT) static A2 

The lack of access to digital platforms for skill transfer and the lack of 

workforce in the sector (ICT) Undesirable A3 

Creating simple and appropriate access mechanisms to access various 

businesses and financial institutions for rural comprehensive access to various 

and reliable financial resources and benefit from the competitive advantage of 

the region 

Optimal 

Funds 

B1 

Limited access to financial resources and relatively high interest of facilities 

and relative attention to the competitive advantage of the region static B2 

Lack of access to financial resources and the existence of strict banking rules 

and neglecting the competitive advantage of the region Undesirable B3 

Planning and paying special attention to different economic sectors 

(handicrafts, tourism, etc.) and diversifying the income sources of rural 

households with the aim of creating savings 
Optimal 

sources of 

income 

C1 

Relatively low attention to non-agricultural sectors (handicrafts, tourism, etc.) 

and little attention to diversification of rural household income sources static C2 

Being a single product and depending on the rural economy on agriculture, the 

rural household economy was fragile Undesirable C3 

Special attention and strengthening of start-ups and rural knowledge-based 

companies with the aim of increasing investment in the process of innovative 

businesses in the village 
Optimal 

Investment in 

business process 

Electronic 

facilities of 

educational 

classes 
 

D1 

Relative existence of administrative and legal obstacles in the way of investing 

knowledge-based and innovative businesses in the village static D2 

Distrust and lack of investment in the process of innovative businesses in 

villages Undesirable D3 

Equipping educational classes with various electronic facilities and high-speed 

internet to use virtual and distance education Optimal E1 

The limited and relative electronic facilities of classrooms and low internet 

speed, limited access to virtual and distance education static E2 

Absence of any electronic facilities in classrooms and lack of access to the 

Internet, lack of use of virtual and distance education Undesirable E3 

Creating electronic health records and creating and strengthening access to 

smart health systems in order to innovate in providing health and treatment 

services to villagers 
Optimal 

Smart health 

system 
 

F1 

Limited access to the smart health system and the existence of disruptions in 

the smart systems of providing healthcare services to the villagers static F2 

Absence of smart health system and lack of electronic platform in providing 

healthcare services to villagers Undesirable F3 

Establishing educational institutions and facilitating access to higher education 

institutions in order to train specialized human resources in villages Optimal 

Access to higher 

education 

institutions 

G1 

Limited access and long distance to higher education institutions and difficult 

conditions for the presence of specialized manpower in the villages static G2 

Lack of infrastructure and deposits necessary for construction and lack of 

access to higher education institutions and lack of specialized human resources 

in the village 
Undesirable G3 

paying special attention to improving the level of satisfaction with livability in 

rural settlements Optimal Livability H1 
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Possible modes scenario type Factor Code  
Relative attention to improving the level of satisfaction of villagers with 

livability in rural settlements static H2 

Failure to pay attention to improving the level of villagers' satisfaction with 

livability in rural settlements Undesirable H3 

Creating and strengthening suitable platforms to increase the access of 

residential units to high-speed and desirable fixed internet in the village Optimal 
Fixed internet for 

residential units 

I1 

Limited access and low-quality fixed internet speed of residential units in villages static I2 
Lack of a suitable platform for residential units to access the desired fixed 

internet in the villages Undesirable I3 

Special attention to the increase of mixed uses and the development of access 

to services at the level of rural settlements Optimal 

Mixed uses 

J1 

Relative attention to mixed uses and development of access to services at the 

settlement level static J2 

Neglecting mixed uses and developing access to services at the settlement level Undesirable J3 
Strengthening electronic banking, platform creation and training to facilitate 

access to electronic payment systems and perform banking and commercial services Optimal 

Electronic 

payment systems 

K1 

Low and unfavorable access to electronic payment systems and emphasis on 

face-to-face banking and commercial services static K2 

Absence of electronic payment systems in the village and the need to go to 

urban areas to perform banking and commercial services Undesirable K3 

Paying special attention to the role of road connections and spending the 

necessary money for the continuous maintenance and reconstruction of roads, 

sidewalks and important transportation routes in rural settlements. 
Optimal 

Road 

connections, 

transportation 

routes 

L1 

Relative attention to road connections, sidewalks and important transportation 

routes in rural settlements static L2 

Neglect of local managers and planners to road connections, sidewalks and 

important transportation routes of rural settlements. Undesirable L3 

A special look at alternative and clean fuels in order to manage optimal fuel 

and energy consumption in villages 
Optimal 

Fuel and energy 

consumption 

M1 

Neglecting the management of optimal fuel and energy consumption in villages static M2 
Increasing consumption of fossil fuels and energy in villages and 

environmental destruction 
Undesirable M3 

Cultivation and effort in the protection of historical and cultural works and 

monuments in the villages Optimal 
Historical and 

cultural 

monuments 

N1 

Relative attention to the protection of historical and cultural works and 

monuments in villages static N2 

Neglecting the protection of historical and cultural monuments and their destruction Undesirable N3 
Creating the necessary platform for the formation and strengthening of non-

governmental organizations in order to increase the participation of villagers in 

decision-making, implementation and maintenance of projects by local managers. 

Optimal 

Participation of 

villagers 

O1 

Low attention to participatory mechanisms and institutions in decision-making, 

implementation and maintenance of projects by local managers 
static O2 

Neglecting the participation of villagers in decision-making, implementation 

and maintenance of projects by local managers 
Undesirable O3 

Creating and strengthening smart systems and using information and 

communication technology in providing services for easy access of villagers to 

management services. 

Optimal 
Applying IT 

technology in 

providing 

management 

services 

P1 

Low quality and speed of smart systems in villages to provide management services static P2 
Neglect and lack of intelligent systems for villages to provide management services Undesirable P3 
Creation and special attention to increase villagers' trust in local managers and 

rural planners 
Optimal Trust in local 

managers and 

planners 

Q1 

Ignoring public trust in the way villagers view local administrators and rural planners static Q2 
Distrust of villagers towards local administrators and rural planners Undesirable Q3 
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After determining all the possible states in front of 

the research drivers, by applying the matrix method 

of the first interaction effects of all the possible 

states with the opinion of the experts, all the 

scenarios in the form of cells, groups and parts in 

the spectrum of the strong strengthening effect (+3) 

to the limiting effect severe (-3) were compared. In 

the next step, by entering the collected data into the 

software environment (Scenario Wizard), the 

analysis of the collected data resulting from the 

opinion of experts and the identification of the 

scenario facing the smart village in the peri-urban 

settlements of Tehran metropolis, Daragaf 1412, 

have been done. The results of the research showed 

that out of a total of 2448 cell judgments, 60 cells 

2.45 (percent) have reciprocal effects -3, 176 cells 

7.19 (percent) have reciprocal effects -2, 363 cells 

14.83 (percent) have reciprocal effects -1 428 cells 

17.48 (percent) have no mutual effect on each 

other, 625 cells 25.53 (percent) have 1+ mutual 

effects and 561 cells 22.92 (percent) have 3+ 

mutual effects. 

4.3. Identification of the future scenarios of the 

impact of the smart village on the sustainable 

development of rural settlements in the area 

around the metropolis of Tehran in the horizon of 

2033 

In order to extract the desired scenarios, the 

compatibility of the scenarios must be evaluated; 

Therefore, first the strong compatibility of the 

scenarios and then their weak compatibility were 

identified. In total, the results of the research 

showed that there are a very large number of 

possible scenarios for the impact of the smart 

village approach on the sustainability of peri-urban 

settlements in Islamshahr Couny, out of which 

there are 14 scenarios with weak adaptation and 

only 1 scenario with strong and stable adaptation 

(zero incompatibility) is located, so the scenario is 

a best scenario for the smart village of rural 

settlements in Islamshahr city. Scenario 2 and 3 are 

also presented with a maximum incompatibility of 

one, to show the extent of the futures facing the 

smart village of rural settlements in Islamshahr 

Couny.

 
Table 4. Scenarios of the impact of the smart village approach on the stability of peri-urban settlements of 

Tehran metropolis in the horizon of 2033 

Propulsion/descriptor 

First scenario (Golden) Second scenario (disaster) Third scenario (silver) 

state of Compatibility 

value state of Compatibilit

y value state of Compatibility 

value 

Skill transfer Optimal 15 Undesirable 10 Undesirable 3 
Funds Optimal 15 Undesirable 9 static 2 - 

source of income Optimal 14 Undesirable 7 Optimal 2 - 

Business Optimal 14 Undesirable 11 Undesirable 0 
Training classes Optimal 14 Undesirable 8 Optimal 1 

the health Optimal 16 Undesirable 9 Undesirable 1 - 

Higher education institutions Optimal 15 Undesirable 8 static 0 
Livability Optimal 13 Undesirable 12 Undesirable 3 

Fixed internet Optimal 15 Undesirable 8 Optimal 1 - 

Mixed uses Optimal 13 Undesirable 11 Undesirable 1 - 

Payment systems Optimal 14 Undesirable 11 Undesirable 0 
Road communication Optimal 16 Undesirable 5 Optimal 2 
energy consumption Optimal 14 Undesirable 10 Optimal 1 - 

Cultural monuments Optimal 15 Undesirable 12 Undesirable 0 
Participation of villagers Optimal 13 Undesirable 9 Optimal 1 
Management services Optimal 15 Undesirable 10 Optimal 1 

Trust in managers Optimal 14 Undesirable 8 Undesirable 2 - 

The compatibility value of the 

whole scenario 
Compatibilit

y value 13 Compatibility 

value 5 Compatibilit

y value 
2 - 

Total interaction effect score 

(CIB) CIB 733 CIB 144 - CIB 63 
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Within the framework of this study, three scenarios 

delineate the potential impact of the smart village 

approach on the sustainability of peri-urban 

settlements in the Tehran metropolis, each with 

distinct interaction effects and compatibility 

values. The first scenario, indicative of a positive 

trajectory, boasts a total interaction effect score of 

733 and a high compatibility value of 13. This 

'golden scenario,' posits an idealized future in the 

1412 horizon where the smart village approach 

robustly underpins the sustainability of peri-urban 

settlements in the area surrounding the Tehran 

metropolis. Here, all 17 drivers operate at peak 

efficacy. The realization of this scenario lays the 

groundwork for enhanced skill transfer and 

capacity building in the digital economic sphere, 

thereby bolstering the information and 

communication technology (ICT) sector's 

workforce. Access mechanisms to diverse and 

credible financial resources will be streamlined for 

companies and financial institutions, catering to 

various economic sectors like handicrafts and 

tourism. Consequently, this diversification will 

cultivate additional income streams for rural 

households and savings opportunities. 

Further, the incantation and fortification of start-

ups and knowledge-based rural companies will 

catalyze investment in innovative village 

enterprises. Infrastructure enhancements will 

ensure augmented access to fixed internet for 

residences, alongside the development of mixed-

use spaces and service accessibility at the heart of 

rural settlements. The establishment of intelligent 

health systems and electronic health records are set 

to reinforce health and medical service provision to 

villagers. Concomitantly, the creation of 

educational institutions, coupled with the 

facilitation of access to higher educational bodies, 

will forge pathways for the cultivation of 

specialized human resources within village 

confines, subsequently uplifting livability 

satisfaction levels among rural residents. 

Electronic banking infrastructures will be 

strengthened, and educational initiatives will 

simplify electronic payment systems, thus easing 

banking and commercial services. The 

reinforcement of road connections and consistent 

financial allocation for maintenance and 

refurbishment of crucial transportation networks 

will streamline village connectivity. Efforts to 

manage optimal fuel and energy consumption, 

alongside the promotion of alternative and cleaner 

fuel sources, will resonate positively with the rural 

environmental milieu. Historical and cultural 

assets within villages will garner protective 

measures through cultural valorization. The 

establishment and amplification of non-

governmental organizations, led by local 

stakeholders, will amalgamate villager 

participation in decision-making, project 

execution, and ongoing operations. Intelligent 

service delivery systems will alleviate villagers' 

access to management services, thereby fostering 

trust in local governance and planning, which is 

integral to realizing the aspirational future of smart 

village sustainability. 
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)Figure 5). Network system of research descriptors   

 

Forming a network system - Within the ambit of this research, a network system is pivotal in illustrating the 

interplay of descriptors and their impact on system dynamics, which is crucial for the authentic construction 

of scenarios. To forge such a network system, it is imperative to compute the totality of influences that each 

descriptor exerts on its counterparts (active sum), along with the aggregate of influences it receives from them 

(passive sum). Plotting the passive sum results on the x-axis against the active sum products on the y-axis 

facilitates the formation of a network system diagram (Figure 5) 

The analytical outcomes derived from the grid system underscore that descriptor such as "management 

services," "trade," "source of income," "financial resources," "payment systems," "villagers' participation," 

"educational classes," "health," "skill transfer," and "managers' trust" operate within a mode of concurrent 

influence and susceptibility. In essence, these elements exert influence upon, as well as are influenced by, other 

descriptors in the system (as depicted in Figure 5). In particular, the livability descriptor stands out for its 

pronounced efficacy compared to others, highlighting its critical importance due to its potential to exert 

significant positive or negative oscillations on alternate scenarios pertaining to the smart village concept in 

rural Islamshahr settlements. Additionally, the descriptor detailing the presence of fixed internet occupies a 

strategic inflection point, bridging the right and left sectors of the impact spectrum, consequently wielding 

substantial influence. These mentioned variables constitute the primary agents of change in advancing the 

smart village agenda within the rural settlements of Islamshahr County. They exhibit notable degrees of 

influence, albeit varying in magnitude. The network system analysis further reveals that descriptor such as 

"skill transfer," "higher education institutions," "mixed uses," "road communication," and "energy 

consumption" straddle the boundary between two distinctive influence domains, positioning them as potential 

target variables. Through strategic manipulation and alterations to these variables, one can catalyze the 

evolutionary trajectory of the program system, thus advancing towards the intended objective. 

 
  



                                                 Journal of Research and Rural Planning                                         No.4 / Serial No.43 

 

 

   

 116 

Table 5. Balance calculation page of the effect of the first scenario of the smart village approach on the 

sustainability of peri-urban settlements 

code Propeller/descriptor A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q 

A Skill transfer - 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 2 3 2 2 2 3 3 2 
B Funds 3 - 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 2 3 2 3 3 3 
C source of income 3 3 - 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 2 3 3 3 
D Business 3 3 3 - 2 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 2 2 3 3 3 
E Training classes 3 3 3 3 - 3 3 3 3 2 3 2 3 2 3 3 2 
F the health 3 3 2 3 3 - 3 3 2 2 3 3 3 2 3 3 3 

G Higher education 

institutions 3 3 3 3 3 3 - 3 2 2 2 2 2 2 3 3 3 

H Livability 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 - 3 3 3 3 3 2 3 3 3 
I Fixed internet 3 3 3 3 3 2 3 3 - 2 3 2 3 2 3 3 2 
J Mixed uses 2 3 3 2 2 3 2 3 2 - 2 3 3 3 3 2 2 
K Payment systems 3 3 3 3 3 2 2 3 3 3 - 3 3 2 3 3 2 
L Road communication 2 3 2 3 2 3 3 3 2 1 3 - 3 3 2 2 2 
M energy consumption 2 2 3 3 2 2 2 3 2 3 2 3 - 2 3 2 2 
N Cultural monuments 2 3 3 2 1 3 2 3 1 3 1 3 2 - 3 3 3 

O Participation of 

villagers 3 3 3 3 3 3 2 3 2 3 3 3 3 2 - 2 3 

P Management services 3 3 3 3 3 3 2 3 3 3 3 2 3 3 3 - 2 
Q Trust in managers 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 1 3 3 2 2 3 3 - 

B
alan

ce effect
 

favorable assumption 44 47 46 46 42 45 42 48 40 39 43 42 42 35 47 44 41 

Semioptimal 

assumption 29 32 32 32 28 29 27 35 25 26 29 26 28 20 34 29 27 

Unfavorable 

assumption 19 19 23 23 17 19 18 31 13 15 19 15 15 12 20 22 17 

 

In scrutinizing the equilibrium effect within the 

'golden scenario' for the impact of the smart village 

paradigm on the sustainability of peri-urban 

settlements, the scenarios' articulation 

acknowledges that driving forces interact with 

divergent coefficients of influence and, in certain 

instances, some may exert negligible or zero 

influence on others. Consequently, this study 

section investigates the mutual reinforcement and 

validation among the driving forces undergirding 

the primary scenario. Employing the mutual effect 

balance method, the internal consistency of a 

scenario is gauged through its effect balance, an 

evaluation made possible by assimilating scenario 

assumptions within the interaction matrix. 

Thereby, any potential inconsistencies among the 

scenario assumptions are uncovered. In the absence 

of such discordance, the scenario can be appraised 

for its internal constancy. Table (5) enumerates the 

compatibility status of the primary research 

scenario across three qualifying assumptions 

favorable, static, and unfavorable. Herein, each 

element's mutual impacts are assessed and 

juxtaposed against each driver's alternative 

suppositions.

To check the compatibility status of the first 

scenario, that is, the scenario: 

SW1= [A1 B1 C1 D1 E1 F1 G1 H1 I1 J1 K1 L1 

M1 N1 O1 P1 Q1] 

Analysis of the balanced interaction matrix within 

the confines of the 'golden scenario' indicates that 

all catalysts possess preponderant weight and 

exhibit a high degree of equilibrium effect under 

the favorable condition. When juxtaposing the 

equilibrium values associated with this condition 

against alternative suppositions -static and 

unfavorable- the data implies that these latter 

assumptions yield a diminished equilibrium effect 

relative to the favorable condition. Consequently, 

the favorable assumption is adjudged as internally 

consistent for all descriptors, as delineated in Table 5. 

The mutuality of effects amongst various elements 

within the primary scenario was subjected to 

meticulous evaluation, and these outcomes were 

systematically contrasted with substitutive 
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postulations for each influencing factor. The 

balanced interaction matrix revealed the following 

compatibility values: for the descriptor 'skill 

transfer,' 44 in the favorable state, 29 in the semi-

favorable state, and 19 in the unfavorable state; for 

'financial resources,' 47 in the favorable state, 29 in 

the semi-favorable, and 19 in the unfavorable; and 

for 'source of income,' 46 in the favorable state, 32 

in the semi-favorable, and 23 in the unfavorable. 

Noticeably, the equilibrium effect values for the 

semi-optimal and unfavorable states are 

significantly lesser than those of the optimal 

condition for the descriptors. Subsequent to the 

identification of variables that substantiate the 

scenario, the compatibility status of these elements 

was scrutinized. 

In the first scenario, the equilibrium effect is most 

pronounced in the drivers of "viability (45)," 

"villagers' participation (46)," "financial resources 

(46)," "income sources (47)," "trade (47)," and 

"health (48)." These elements showcased the 

highest balancing impact. Conversely, "cultural 

monuments (39)" and "mixed uses (35)" emerged 

as the drivers with the least balancing effect within 

the ensemble of the first scenario. In the 

exemplified 'golden scenario,' each driver ideally 

maximizes its weight and equilibrium effect under 

the favorable assumption. A comparative analysis 

of the equilibrium values vis-à-vis the favorable 

assumption confirms that the alternative scenarios 

(semi-favorable and unfavorable) deliver 

substantially lower equilibrium effects. Therefore, 

it is established that the favorable assumption is 

compatible and can be upheld as consistent across 

all descriptors. 

5. Discussion and Conclusion 
Neglecting technological advancements, a 

cornerstone of the smart village paradigm, can 

result in diminished efficiency of rural settlements. 

This is particularly detrimental for the village's 

educated populace, precipitating an increase in 

their migration due to technology-related 

constraints in employment opportunities. Such 

limitations undermine the economic and welfare 

aspects of rural life, exacerbating spatiotemporal 

constraints. The concept of a "Smart Village" 

embodies a holistic approach to fostering long-

term social, economic, welfare, and environmental 

initiatives within the village community. It 

facilitates widespread participation in local 

governance and promotes entrepreneurial 

activities. An efficacious implementation of smart 

village indicators correlates positively with the 

performance of villagers in sustainable 

development endeavors. Conversely, their 

diminished effectiveness compromises sustainable 

rural development. 

Thus, the identification and examination of optimal 

scenarios impacting the efficacy of the smart 

village approach is critical for sustainable rural 

development. By addressing the pivotal drivers of 

the smart village construct as foundational to 

sustainable rural development, the adverse 

implications linked to this segment may be 

mitigated. Additionally, strategic and operational 

planning geared towards realizing the 'golden 

scenario' can substantially contribute to sustainable 

rural development. In this regard, the development 

of scenarios that lay the groundwork for actualizing 

the smart village approach in peri-urban 

settlements of the Tehran metropolis merits 

attention. Literature review and empirical findings 

of this research underscore the bidirectional 

relationship between smart villages and sustainable 

rural development. This interdependence 

underscores the vital need for integrating the smart 

village approach within sustainable rural 

development strategies. Utilizing insights from 

expert questionnaires and key variables—both 

influential and of dual-faceted risk drawn from 

structural equations (Micmac analysis)—has 

enabled the delineation of drivers across the five 

sustainability dimensions of rural settlements, 

informed by the smart village approach. 

Subsequent to pinpointing the pivotal factors of the 

study, potential states (scenarios) of each factor 

were devised based on expert insights. These 

characterized the influence of the smart village on 

the sustainability of peri-urban settlements in the 

Tehran metropolis with a projection towards the 

2033 horizon. This process culminated in three 

qualitative strata: favorable, semi-favorable, and 

unfavorable. Altogether, 17 drivers and 51 

prospective assumptions were devised, with 

attributes assigned accordingly. Preliminary 

compatibility was ascertained via the Monte Carlo 

method (default iteration of 50,000 runs). The 

research revealed a vast array of possible scenarios 

for the smart village in rural Islamshahr 

settlements, among which 14 scenarios exhibited 

marginal compatibility and a single scenario 

demonstrated robust and stable compatibility (zero 
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incompatibility)–a scenario that emerged as the 

most propitious for rural Islamshahr's smart 

village. Scenarios two and three, although 

indicative of some inconsistencies, delineate the 

spectrum of potential futures for the smart village 

in rural Islamshahr. The first scenario, 

exemplifying a positive direction, garnered a total 

interaction effect score of 733 with a compatibility 

value of 13. The second scenario, reflecting a less 

favorable prognosis for the impact of the smart 

village on sustainable development, posted a total 

interaction effect score of -144 and a compatibility 

value of 5. The third scenario, while presenting 

minor inconsistencies with a compatibility value of 

-2 and an overall score of 63, remains a plausible 

future for the impact of the smart village on the 

sustainable development of Tehran’s peri-urban 

settlements. 

The research findings, analyzed in conjunction 

with the work of other scholars, reinforce the 

pivotal role of technological integration within 

rural landscapes. Notably, the studies by 

Anabastani and Kalate-Meymari (2020, 2022) as 

well as Anabastani & Javanshiri (2018, 2015) align 

with our results, highlighting higher education 

prevalence and the propensity of educated 

individuals to reside locally. These studies also 

underscore synergistic industrial activities such as 

tourism, food services, and cultural production as 

crucial drivers propelling smart rural development. 

Conversely, Zavaratnik et al., (2020), Aziza and 

Susanto (2020), and Visvizi & Lytras (2018) 

postulate that the pursuit of sustainable living 

transcends mere technological innovations, 

asserting that accessibility to information and 

communication technology (ICT) stands as a 

fundamental challenge in both urban and rural 

locales. The work of Guzal-Dec (2018), 

Anabestani et al. (2023), and Emli Far et al. point 

toward inhibitions to the adoption of sustainable 

development concepts, such as resistance to change 

within rural communities, limited local market 

capacity, geographical remoteness, and 

underdeveloped transport and communication 

networks. These observations coincide with the 

studies by Anabastani et al., (2022) and McGuire 

et al., (2022), who advocate that enhancing the 

livability of rural settlements, fostering sustainable 

economic growth, diversifying housing options, 

and maintaining ecological, social, and economic 

balance are imperative for rural community 

revitalization.  

Synthesizing the evidence, the smart village 

approach embeds potential multifaceted impacts on 

the future sustainability of suburban settlements. 

The projected effects are manifold: 

1. Enhancing quality of life by integrating high-

speed Internet, smart housing, and health 

technologies, thereby advancing service 

accessibility and societal connectivity. 

2. Augmenting economic opportunities through 

digital platforms and innovative agricultural 

technologies, fostering job creation and business 

growth within local economies. 

3. Advancing environmental sustainability by 

adopting green technologies, integrating smart 

energy solutions, and promoting responsible waste 

management and sustainable transportation 

systems. 

4. Significantly investing in infrastructure, 

incorporating sustainable transportation networks, 

renewable energy sources, and water management 

systems fortified with smart technologies. 

5. Encouraging participatory governance models, 

digitizing decision-making processes to promote 

community involvement, and addressing social 

justice and inclusion through bridging digital 

divides. 

6. Enriching educational landscapes with e-

learning platforms and digital resources, 

positioning residents for future workforce 

integration. 

7. Expanding healthcare accessibility with 

telemedicine and health monitoring technologies, 

particularly crucial for underrepresented peri-

urban regions. 

8. Raising climate change and disaster resilience by 

leveraging technology for predictive management 

and responsive strategies. 

The fruition of these initiatives hinges on the 

synergistic blend of technical, economic, and 

social innovations, buttressed by policy support 

and sustainable practice investments. 

Consequently, the future of smart villages in peri-

urban territories is intimately linked to communal 

adeptness in leveraging smart technology 

potentials and adapting to the dynamic tapestry of 

environmental, social, and economic shifts. 

Concluding with policy implications, the paper 

posits several recommendations for macro and 

micro-level planning authorities: 

- Elevate existing digital infrastructures within 

peri-urban rural districts, addressing development 
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challenges through a unified regional and local 

development strategy. 

- Enhance bandwidth provisions, offering 

expanded access to high-speed Internet for 

peripheral rural regions. 

- Elevate rural decision-makers' comprehension of 

smart technology applications, cultivating the 

political resolve to pursue smart village constructs. 

- Implement telemedical services for managing 

chronic conditions and spearheading preventive 

health initiatives. 

- Foster the adoption and production of renewable 

energy sources, advocating for their widespread 

use within the peri-urban rural populace. 

- Prioritize enhancing digital literacy across rural 

demographics, with a tailored focus on the "digital 

proficiency" requisite for the aging population in 

these communities. 

The presented propositions offer a roadmap to 

actualize the smart village vision, fostering an 

inclusive, sustainable, and technologically 

integrated future for peri-urban settlements. 
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 چکیده مبسوط

 . مقدمه1
  ستتال بستتترلمیزهروستتتای شوشتتازد ال جااه راشاردشایی استت  که  

پایدار است . رشیاف  روستتای    توستهه  نظریه  قالب  در  روستتاشا  پایداری

برای پایداری    ناپایداری  ال  برون رف   برای  را  مستیری  شوشتازد میتواند

  گف  محدوده  توانیم  انیدر پا  .نااید  سکونتگاشهای پیراشهری فراشم

شتهر، مصدتد لیم مهاجران ال نصاد دور و نزدیپ پایت   بوده  لاماست 

استت . قیا  نستتاتاز ارلان مستتکا و اجاره لانه و کم بودن فا تتاه ال  

شتهر در کزار نر  بایی رشتد جاهی  بدان نصش لوابگاشی داده  کلان

ی اقتدتتتادی اکشتتتاورلی و  شا   یفهتالاستتت  ایا امر در کزتار انجتا   

  شا بهایا عر تته..( وجه غالب و نکته مشتتتر   ،    شای  تتزهتیفهالی 

. بتا توجته بته محتدود بودن ماتالهتا   تتتور  گرفتته در  رودیشتتتاتار م

  پهوشانه  زدهیآ  لمیزه روستتای شوشتازد، در پهوشش پیش رو با رویکرد

  شوشتتازد بر  روستتتای رشیاف   اثرگذار  ستتزاریوشای نستتا  به تاییا

پی   در  حاضتر  وششپه  بزابرایا  شای پیراشتهری است .ستکونتگاه  پایداری

روی اثرگذاری    پیش  ستزاریوشای که  است   پرستش  ایا  به گویی  پاست 

  روستتتتایی  شای رشیاف  روستتتتای شوشتتتازد بر پایداری ستتتکونتگاه

  کدا   1412در افق    شهر تهران اشهرستان اسلامشهر( پیراشهری کلان

 اس ؟

 . مبانی نظری و ادبیات پژوهش 2
  .در شزد بود  افتهیتوستهه  یروستتاشا  میال مفاش یکیشوشتازد    یروستتا

کردکه    یرویمدل ال شتهر شوشتازد پ  پیمدل دشکده شوشتازد ال    پی

شتتتود.  در مزتاقق دورافتتاده اجرا می چته کپتاری یعزوان تتثثیر فزتاوربته

  یاجرا   قیشوشتازد کاپ به حم شاه مشتکلا  ال قر  یشدف روستتا

  پ. یبود  ییایاقلاعا  جغراف  ستتتمیستت   اقلاعا  و ارتااقا  و  یفزاور

است  که ال ارتااقا     ییدر مزاقق روستتا  یاشوشتازد جامهه  یروستتا

توستتتهته و تحول لود در جهت     یشتا و مزتابب براحتم،راهیتتالیجید

  یروستتتا   مدل  کزد.استتتفاده می  توستتهه پایداربه اشداف    یابیدستتت

که در    "شاه  یبه اقلاعا  برا  یدستترست "بر مفهو    یشوشتازد ماتز

اقلاعا  و ارتااقا (    یاقلاعا  و ارتااقا  افزاور  یآن لدما  فزاور

  مدل.  بود  یدستترست برنامه قابم  قیال قر  انییتوست  روستتا  یراحتبه

  عزوانویزوانادشا  و ودویبه  یافته توستت شوشتتازد توستتهه  یروستتتا

جزاه را پوشتتش    4شتتد که   دهیشوشتتازد نام  یروستتتا  ستتتمیاکوستت 

و    شتای( فزتاور4لتدمتا    رهی( لنج2( مزتابب  2( موستتتستتته  1دشتد.  می

  یدر روستتتتا  یمحور ا تتتا  7،  ایعلاوه بر ا  .ارائه لدما   ستتتمیمکان

اقلاعا  و ارتااقا ،مرد ، حکوم ،    یاقتدتاد،فزاور  ممشوشتازد شتا

  میشوشتازد به دل  یوجود داشت . روستتا  یو انرژ  یلیست ، لندگمحی 

توانتد  ود داشتتت  کته میاقلاعتا  و ارتاتاقتا  وج  یال فزتاور  یآگتاش

 .ردیمورداستفاده قرار گ  یمحا  یتوسهه اقتداد  یبرا  یعزوان ابزاربه

 . روش تحقیق3
  -روش تحصیق در ایا پهوشش مجاوعته ای ال روش شتای تو تتتیفی

تحایای است . ال جزاه شدف، ایا پهوشش کاربردی است  و به ستاب  

  ایزکه با ابزار ستزاریونویستی در پی شتزاستایی عوامم بررستی اثرگذاری

پیراشتتهری    شای پایداری ستتکونتگاه  بر  شوشتتازد  روستتتای  رشیاف 

شتهر تهران است  روش تحصیق را می توان ترکیای ال روش شای  کلان

 :نویسزدة مسئول . 
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مزظور رستیدن به اشداف  کای و کیفی دانست . در ایا پهوشش نیز به

شای  تحصیق و دستتتیابی به رشیاف  روستتتای شوشتتازد در ستتکونتگاه 

ی اقلاعا  ال جامهه دانشتتگاشی و  آورجابپیراشتتهری محصق نیالمزد  

ستالمانی و اداری بود. بزابرایا، جامهه آماری ایا پهوشش برای ارلیابی  

ی عوامم کایدی اثرگذاری رشیاف  روستتتای شوشتتازد بر  بزد یاولوو  

شای پیراشتهری مت دتدتان آگاه به موضتوق تحصیق پایداری ستکونتگاه

در دانشتگاه شتهید بهشتتی، دانشتگاه تهران، راه و شتهرستالی، شتهرداری،  

مؤثر بر رشتد    شایمؤلفه  فرمانداری و بزیاد مستکا انصلا  استلامی بود.

شتای پیشتتتیا  کته ال پهوشششتای روستتتتتایی،  شوشتتتازتد ستتتکونتگتاه

شا در التیار اعضتای  شتده بود، برای تهییا میزان اشای  آناستت را 

شای لود را  لارگان قرار گرف . شاچزیا ال آنان لواستتته شتتد ایده

دربتاره عوامای کته در ایا فهرستتت  قرار نتدارد ارائته کززتد. بزتابرایا، بتا  

ماتالهته پیشتتتیزته دالای و لتارجی پهوشش ابتتدا فهرستتتتی ال لیر  

  5شا در شا تهیه شتد و ستپب با نظر نگارندگان ایا لیر شتال شتال 

مجاوعتته عوامای قرار گرفتت .  اول    عتتامتتم(  57ا  بهتتد  گتتا   در  کتته 

پیشتتزهادشتتده بود برای تهییا میزان اشای  در التیار ن اگان قرار  

نفر ال مت دتتتدتتتان با روش گاوله   35  گرف . برای ایا مزظور تهداد

مزظور عاایتاتی کردن مفهو  نظری متغیر ال  برفی انت تا  شتتتدنتد. بته

شای روستتایی استتفاده شتد که ال  گویه رشتد شوشتازد ستکونتگاه  57

قریق پرستشتزامه ال استتادان و کارشتزاستان در قالب پرستشتزامه و  

  مرحات  در وشتای تتثثیرگتذاری میتپ متپ تکایتم و استتتت را   متاتریب

  بر  شوشتتتازد  رشتتتد  رشیاف   ستتتزاریوشای اثرگذاری  تزظیم  برای  بهد

  متصابم متهادل تثثیر  تحایم  روش  ال  پیراشتهری  شایپایداری ستکونتگاه

 .شد  استفاده  سزاریوویزارد  افزار  نر   و

 های پژوهش. یافته4
نتایج تحصیق نشتتان داد تهداد لیای لیاد ستتزاریوی ماکا پیش روی  

پیراشتتهری  شای  ستتکونتگاهبر پایداری  شوشتتازد    اثرگذاری روستتتای

ال  وجود دارد که    استلامشتهر  شتهرستتانمحدوده  در   شتهر تهرانکلان

ستزاریو در   1با ستالگاری ضتهیو و تزها    ستزاریو 14تهداد  ،  شاآنبیا  

  ستزاریوی  .قرار دارد (ناستالگاری  تفراحال  ستالگاری قوی و پایدار  

  اثر  امتیتال  مجاوق  دارای  استتت ،  مثات   جهت   بتا  ستتتزتاریو یتپ کته  اول

  که  دو   ستزاریوی  کهیدرحال  است ، 13  ستالگاری  ارلش  و  733متصابم  

برای اثرگذاری روستتای شوشتازد    آیزده  برای  نامااو   شترای   گویای

  ارلش  و-144  متصابم  اثر  امتیال  مجاوق  بر توستتهه پایدار استت ، دارای

  با  و  بوده 2-  ستالگاری  ارلش  دارای  نیز  ستو   ستزاریو.  است   5ستالگاری  

اثرگذاری روستای    سزاریوشای  ال  تواندمی  63  متصابم  اثر  مجاوق  امتیال

شتتهر تهران  شای پیراشتتهری کلانستتکونتگاه  شوشتتازد بر پایداری

 محسو  گردد.

 گیری. بحث و نتیجه5
  شوشتتتازد  روستتتتتای  ارکان  ال  یکی که  فزتاوری  تغییرا   به  توجهیبی

  ستاکا  اقشتار  برای  را  روستتایی  ستکونتگاه  یپ  کارایی  شتودمی  محستو 

  و  دشدیم  قرار  درجه  ایترنالل  در  کردهمیتحدتت   قشتتر  ویههبه  روستتتا

  فزاوری،  لمیزه در  محدودی .  شتتودمی  شاآن  بیشتتتر  مهاجر   موجب

  قرار  تاثیرمزفی  تح   را  روستتتایی  ستتاکزان  رفاه  و  اقتدتتاد  .اشتتتغال

  روستتتتتای  .کزتدمی  بیشتتتتر  را مکتانی  و  لمتانی محتدودیت   و  دشتدمی

  و  رفاشی  و  اقتدتتادی  ،  اجتااعی  مد قوینی  شایفهالی   "شوشتتازد

  شتودمی  کزد که باعثمی  فراشم  روستتا  جامهه  برای  را  محیایلیست 

  کارآفریزی  ارتصاء   محای و  حاکای   فرآیزدشای  گستتترده در  مشتتارک 

شتود. شر چه میزان اثر گذاری شتال  شای روستتای شوشتازد    فراشم

  اجتاتاعی،  اکولوژیتپ،  -  محیای  ابهتاد  اثرا   میزان  افزایش یتابتد ،

درنتیجه عااکرد روستتتاییان در    و  افزایش یافته فیزیکی  و  اقتدتتادی

اثرگذاری    میزان  کاشش  با  مصابم  لمیزه توستهه پایدار افزایش یافته ودر

  فرآیزد  در  روستتتاییان  عااکرد  میزان  روستتتای شوشتتازد،  شتتال  شا

  ارتصاء   و  بهاود  بزابرایا  .لواشدیاف   کاشش  نیز  روستتایی  پایدار  توستهه

  پایدار  توستهه  لمیزه  میتواند  شوشتازد  روستتای  شتال  شای  وضتهی 

 .کزد  را فراشم  روستایی

شوشتتتازتد،    شتا، روستتتتتایپیشتتتران  پهوشی،آیزتدههدا:  کلیددواهه

 سزاریونویسی.  پیراشهری،  شایسکونتگاه

 تشکر و قدردانی
امرتضتتی    دو ه  زدبرگرفته ال رستتاله دکتری نویستت پهوشش حاضتتر  

عاو   ، دانشتکده  آمایش سترلمیاو    ی انستانیگروه جغرافیا  ذوالفصاری(

 .اس  ، ایرانتهران،  شهید بهشتی، دانشگاه  لمیا
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