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Abstract  

Purpose- To develop agritourism, based on the supply and demand framework, it is essential to understand the 

preferences of tourists as well as the tendency and capabilities of the local community to participate in the development of 

agritourism. The study aims to examine tourists’ preferences, gardeners’ preferences and capabilities for agritourism 

activities, and to compare tourists’ preferences and gardeners’ preferences and capabilities regarding agritourism 

activities . 

Design/methodology/approach- The research method is a descriptive-analytical type carried out by a survey method. 

The study population consisted of 109 apple gardeners the 15 sample villages of Semirom County who were selected 

using a targeted sampling method, and 252 tourists who visited the sample villages. The data were collected using two 

researcher-designed questionnaires. To analyze the data, SPSS software along with inferential statistical methods, 

including One-sample t-test and Friedman were used . 

Findings- The findings indicated that tourists' demand for agritourism activities is high and they are interested in all types 

of agritourism activities. Gardeners are willing to provide agritourism activities, but they have low capability to offer 

them to tourists. Also, the findings indicated no match between the demand and supply for agritourism activities; 

Tourists’ main preferences were for Agri-recreation, Agri-experience and Agri-accommodation, and food services, while 

the tendency and capability of gardeners were more about agri-entertainment and Agri-education . 

Practical implications- The findings will be useful for tourism planners to develop optimal strategies for developing 

agritourism with a better understanding of the behaviors and preferences of tourists as well as the willingness and ability 

of gardeners  . 

Original/value- Using the integrated supply and demand framework to analyze the gap between tourists' preferences and 

gardeners' capabilities for agritourism activities is the innovations of the research . 

Keywords- Agritourism, Demand-supply framework, Tourists’ preferences, Gardeners’ preferences, Gardeners’ 

capabilities, Semirom county. 
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1. Introduction 
gritourism includes planned 

recreational and educational activities 

on any working farm or other 

agricultural operations (Ollenburg & 

Buckley, 2007). Today, the significant change in 

tourist demand for food and local experiences on 

farms has led to a rapid increase in agritourism 

worldwide (Matyakubov et al., 2022). 

Researchers with different views agree that 

agritourism can be an appropriate solution to meet 

the needs of tourists as well as rural populations 

and provide real opportunities for the 

development of rural societies (Ammirato et al, 

2020).  

Agritourism development has recently had a great 

appeal in academic circles. Most studies have 

mainly analyzed demand (tourists) and supply 

(farmers) separately. The majority of studies have 

focused on the supply side, especially the 

challenges of agritourism development (Yang, 

2012; Rezvani et al., 2017), the effects of 

agritourism on rural areas (Tew & Barbieri, 2012; 

Bouzarjomehri et al., 2021; Slámová, 2021), the 

farmers’ motivation and willingness to develop 

agritourism (McGehee & Kim, 2004; Barbieri, 

2010), and the prerequisites for agritourism 

development (Anabestani & Mozafari, 2018; 

Campbell & Kubickva, 2020; Huber, et al., 2020). 

Some studies have focused on the demand side 

and investigated the tourists’ preferences for 

agritourism (Ohe & Ciani, 2012; Gao et al., 2014; 

Varmazyari et al., 2017; Torabi et al., 2019; 

Moradi et al., 2020). Few studies have dealt with 

both, such as Brandano et al. (2018), based on the 

supply and demand approach, identified the 

factors affecting tourists' decision to select 

agritourism companies. 

To develop agritourism, it is essential to analyze 

the attitude and expectations of two groups of 

main stakeholders, including tourists and the local 

community (farmers). The demand of tourists 

should be examined; so, it is necessary to provide 

appropriate solutions by understanding the 

intentions and behaviors of agritourists (Hurst & 

Niehm, 2012). In addition, due to the direct 

relationship between farmers and tourists, the 

participation of farmers is one of the most 

important factors in the success of agritourism 

development. According to Peira et al. (2021), 

rural areas will become tourist destinations if local 

actors (farmers) participate in tourism 

development. Therefore, the analysis of the 

farmers’ attitude to agritourism, as well as their 

facilities and capabilities to participate in 

agritourism development is very important. 

Indeed, the knowledge of tourists’ demand for 

agritourism activities and the perception plus 

willingness of farmers to participate in the 

agritourism development and their capability to 

provide agritourism activities can lead to the 

adaptation of the preferences of destination 

suppliers (farmers) to the preferences of 

customers (tourists). 

Accordingly, the study aims to analyze the supply 

and demand for agritourism activities. More 

specifically, evaluate tourists’ preferences for 

agritourism activities, gardeners’ preferences and 

capabilities to provide agritourism activities, and 

examine the match between tourists' preferences 

with gardeners' preferences and capabilities for 

agritourism activities. The study area covers the 

rural areas of Semirom county in Isfahan 

Province, which has a strong gardening and 

tourism potential due to the large size of apple 

orchards as well as diverse natural and cultural 

attractions. Through adopting proper planning, 

this area can become a center of agritourism in the 

region. Using the integrated supply and demand 

conceptual framework to evaluate tourists' 

preferences for agritourism activities and 

gardeners' preferences and capabilities to 

participate in agritourism development as well as 

analyzing the gap between these two main sides 

of agritourism development are the innovations of 

this research. The findings will help tourism 

planners gain a better understanding of both the 

needs and preferences of agritourists, along with 

the preferences and capability of gardeners to 

participate in agritourism development, and 

accordingly, provide the outlines of the 

agritourism development plan. 

2. Research Theoretical Literature 
Agritourism refers to visiting a farm or rural area, 

living in a farm, and participating in agriculture-

related activities in a farm or other agricultural 

environment for the purpose of recreation, 

entertainment, and education (Yang, 2012; Arroyo 

et al., 2013). It allows visitors to learn about 

A 
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agricultural businesses and activities (Mpiti & 

Harpe, 2016), and experience the rural plus 

agricultural lifestyle (Duffy et al., 2016). Thus, 

agritourism is not only considered as a tourism 

product in the rural environment, but also is a new 

method for better understanding the destination, 

acquiring new knowledge and awareness, and a 

better attitude towards the culture of the local 

people and the environment (Sathe, 2012: 17). 

Today, agritourism is considered as a strategy for 

economic-social development, as well as 

regeneration and reconstruction of rural areas 

(Kim et al., 2019; Barbieri, 2013). Agritourism, as 

one of the new livelihood options, has the 

capacity to provide the necessary motivation in 

local communities to turn local resources into 

tourism products and services as well as help the 

local community's economy and sustainable rural 

development (Lordkipanidze et al., 2005). This 

kind of tourism is a strategy for empowering local 

community, which plays a role in providing 

appropriate capital for local people, generating 

supplemental or additional income for local 

residents (Tew & Barbieri, 2012; Dubois et al., 

2017) and job opportunities, especially for women 

and youth (Kizos & Iosifides, 2007). It also 

affects the protection of cultural values and 

environmental sustainability (Campbell & 

Kubickova, 2020), along with the agricultural 

heritage (Torabi et al., 2019). 

In recent years, the demand for agritourism has 

increased. A wide range of products and services 

can be developed in agritourism destinations, 

including visiting the natural and rural 

environment (Frisvoll, 2013), exciting activities 

(physical activity) (Yoon & Uysal, 2005), 

acquiring knowledge and education (Charters & 

Ali-Knight, 2002), relaxation and recreation 

(Dubois et al., 2017; Artuger & Kendir, 2013), 

farm life experience (Chen et al., 2010; Forbord et 

al, 2012), socializing (Galloway et al., 2008; Choo 

& Petrick, 2014), entertainment and cultural 

events (Daugstad & Kirchengast, 2013), 

purchasing agricultural products (Peng & Chris, 

2018), and nostalgia (Christou et al., 2018). 

Various categories have been created regarding 

tourism services and products. Sznajder et al. 

(2009) has divided agrotourism services and 

products into nine categories, including agri-

accommodation, agri-food services, agritourism 

primary, direct sales, agri-recreation, agri-sports, 

agritainment, agri-therapy, and cultural tourism 

(Sznajder et al., 2009: 133). Kenebayeva (2014) 

classified agritourism products and services into 

four categories: agri-experience, including living 

in rural accommodation and observing as well as 

participating in agricultural activities; 

agritainment, including excursions, activities such 

as horse riding and cultural programs; agri-

recreation, including relaxation and agri-therapy; 

and agri-sales, including sales of agricultural and 

homemade products plus souvenirs. 

To develop agritourism, it is important to consider 

the needs and preferences of tourists. In this 

regard, according to Varmazyari et al. (2017), the 

prosperity and competitiveness of tourism 

businesses entail identifying and planning to 

provide the preferred activities and services of 

tourists. According to Ammirato et al. (2020), 

knowledge of the expectations and preferences of 

tourists is essential both for designing tourism 

strategies and promoting destinations to meet their 

expectations regarding innovative rural 

experiences. 

According to the literature review, farmers, as 

local actors in the village economy (Peira et al., 

2021), are among the main stakeholders in 

agritourism development. Farmers and the rural 

community are essential players in the process of 

diversifying activities, especially the multi-

functionality of rural landscapes (Ferreira & 

Sánchez-Martín, 2022). Thus, it is necessary to 

know the perceptions, and preferences of the 

farmers to make appropriate decisions (Bidegain, 

2020), as well as develop effective rural tourism 

strategies (Peira et al., 2021) and create activities 

to enhance communication with tourists (Christou 

et al., 2018). 

Despite the increasing demand for agritourism, 

one of the barriers to agritourism development is 

the lack of willingness and capability of the local 

community to develop agritourism. In this regard, 

Matyakubov et al. (2022) stated that agritourism 

is still seen as a more complicated type of tourism 

by the local people since farmers and 

entrepreneurs do not have sufficient knowledge 

about what to do and how to develop agritourism 

in their farms. To participate in the development 

of agritourism, farmers should have the necessary 

abilities and skills, some of which include 

commercial factors and structural resources 

(Campbell & Kubickova, 2020), personal skills, 

sufficient education and knowledge (Chen et al., 

2010; Gao et al., 2014), product promotion and 
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advertising (Kubickova & Campbell, 2020), skills 

in establishing tourism companies, working with 

other tourism businesses (Zapata et al., 2011), 

access to sufficient resources (suitable land, 

financial and human resources) (Atkisson et al., 

2003), ability to provide adequate services to 

customers and access to skilled staff (Forbord et 

al., 2012; Byrd et al, 2016), and financial support 

(Galluzzo, 2021; Su, 2011; Barbieri, 2013). 

The agritourism system is successful if it meets 

the needs of all stakeholders and reduces or 

removes all barriers (Yang, 2012). Therefore, it is 

necessary to investigate the perception of the 

stakeholders for the development of sustainable 

tourism (Byrd, 2016). Esper et al. (2010) state that 

there is a need to integrate supply and demand to 

understand customers’ preferences and services in 

the target market. Integrating demand and supply 

can provide a complete view to ensure that 

services are provided according to the customers’ 

most important expectations (Brandano, 2018). 

This framework will offer real preferences to 

tourists and empower the local community to 

participate in tourism development and finally 

make the destination more competitive and attract 

more tourists in the future. Figure 1 presents the 

research proposed model. 

 

 
Figure 1. The research proposed model 

Source: Research finding, 2021 

 

3. Research Methodology 
3.1 Geographical Scope of the Research 

Semirom County is situated 165 kilometers from 

Isfahan city (Figure 2). Semirom County, with 21 

thousand hectares of gardens, most of which 

produce apples, is the hub of gardens of Isfahan 

province. Further, this area contains a lot of natural 

attractions, including Zarin-Giyah (an area with a 

variety of medical herbs), Naaz spring, Ab-Malakh 

and BiBi-Seydan waterfall, Dangezloo cave, and 

Khansar spa, and historical attractions, including the 

cultural-historical complex of Khan-Ali and 

Toghrache, and a traditional handicraft market 

(MCTH, 2021). Every year, many tourists from 

different parts of the country travel to this region for 

various purposes, such as visiting gardens and 

Agritourism development 

Farmer’s preference Tourist’s preference 

Match 

Satisfaction of tourists 
Participation of farmers in agritourism 

development 

Farmer’s capability 

Agri-experience  
Agri-accommodation 

and food service 

Agri-education 

Agri-recreation 

Agritainment 

Agri-buy and sales 

Agri-experience  
Agri-accommodation 

and food service 

Agri-education 

Agri-recreation 

Agritainment 

Agri-buy and sales 
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villages, as well as natural and cultural attractions. It 

has also attracted the attention of tourism companies 

to create agritourism and rural tourism tours in the 

region. Although the rural areas of Semirom county 

have many capabilities for agritourism development, 

not many practical studies have been conducted to 

plan agritourism in the region 

. 

 
Figure 2. The study area and distribution of sample villages 

Source: Drawn by the authors 

 

3.2. Methodology   
The research method is a descriptive-analytical type 

carried out by a survey method. From all villages in 

Semirom county, 15 villages with more gardens as 

well as more agritourism capabilities and attractions 

for tourism based on the opinion of the Cultural 

Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts Department of 

the area were identified and selected as samples. The 

study population consisted of apple gardeners of the 

sample villages and tourists who visited the sample 

villages. Regarding the sample size of tourists, due 

to the lack of statistics on the number of tourists in 

the sample villages, it was not possible to determine 

the sample size. The sample consisted of 252 

tourists who were available due to the lack of a 

suitable sampling frame. The data through the 

simple random sampling method were collected 

from respondents. Data were collected in spring 

2021. A total of 270 questionnaires were distributed, 

of which 252 were valid questionnaires. Regarding 

apple gardeners, a targeted sampling method was 

used. At first, the main gardeners of the villages 

were identified, and only those who were willing to 

develop agritourism were selected as a sample, a 

total of 109 apple gardeners participated. 

The data were collected using two researcher-

designed questionnaires. On review of the literature, 

measurement items were extracted and then 

classified into six categories, including “agri-

experience”, “agri-accommodation and food 

services”, “agri-education”, “agri-recreation”, 

“agritainment”, and “agri-buy and sales”. To 

measure the validity of the questionnaire, the face 

validity method was used, and items of the 

questionnaire were reviewed by ten professors and 

researchers who specialized in agritourism and rural 

tourism. After applying experts' opinions, the final 

questionnaire was developed and used for data 

collection. Finally, two questionnaires, one for 

tourists and one for gardeners, were designed. The 

tourists’ questionnaire was designed in two sections, 

including demographic data of the respondents 

(gender, age, education, occupation), and items 

related to tourists’ preferences regarding agritourism 

products and services (28 items). The questionnaire 

of gardeners was developed in three parts. The first 

section asked about the demographic characteristics 
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of gardeners, including gender, age, education, and 

the number of available bedrooms. The second 

section included gardeners’ tendency for agritourism 

products and services, which consisted of 22 items. 

The third section included gardeners’ capabilities for 

agritourism offerings with 19 items. In both 

questionnaires, aside from demographic data of the 

respondents, all other parts of the questionnaire were 

measured in 5-point Likert scales of very low (1) to 

very high (5). Before the field data collection, a pilot 

test was conducted on 40 tourists and 25 gardeners 

randomly to ensure procedures worked properly for 

the survey. The reliability coefficient was calculated 

using Cronbach’s alpha. The alpha coefficient for 

the data of three questionnaires of tourists’ 

preferences (0.82), gardeners’ tendency (0.91), and 

gardeners’ capabilities (0.84) has been above the 

recommended threshold of 0.7. To analyze the data, 

SPSS 26 software along with descriptive 

(percentage and mean) and inferential statistical 

methods, including Kolmogorov-Smirnov, One-

sample t-test and Friedman were used.  

4. Research Findings 

4.1. Profile of respondents 

The respondents’ demographic profile is 

summarized in Table 1. The total number of tourists 

was 252, of whom 55.2% were men, and 44.8% 

were women. Most respondents were aged between 

20 and 29. In terms of education, most respondents 

had BA degrees (54.4%), and regarding occupation, 

most respondents (63.9%) were self-employed. The 

number of gardeners was 109, and all of them were 

men. Most respondents were aged 50 and 59 years. 

Most participants had a diploma and lower 

education level (71.6%). Regarding available 

bedrooms, 55% of gardeners had no room available, 

and 33% had between 1 and 2 rooms (Table 1). 

 
Table 1. Participants’ Demographic profile (percentage) 

Characteristics Tourists Gardeners 

Gender 
Male 55.2 100 

Female 44.8 0 

Age 

20-29 36.4 17.5 

30-39 36.2 16.5 

40-49 15.5 17.4 

50-59 9.1 40.4 

60+ 2.8 8.3 

Education 

Diploma 16.6 71.6 

Bachelor  54.4 21.1 

Master & above 29 7.3 

Occupation 

Self-employed 63.9 - 

Government employee 13.5 - 

Retired 1.6 - 

Student 14.7 - 

Housewife 6.3 - 

Available 

bedrooms 

0 - 55.0 

1 - 14.7 

2 - 18.3 

3 - 4.6 

5 - 3.7 

10 - 2.8 

15+ Parasol - 0.9 

 

4.2. Assessing the demand and supply for 

agritourism activities 

In any test, the normality and non-normality of the 

data should be checked first to select the appropriate 

statistical methods. The Kolmogorov-Smirnov test 

was used for the normality of the data distribution. 

According to the significance level, which is higher 

than alpha 0.05, it can be said that the data 

distribution is normal, and parametric tests are used 

for data analysis (Table 2). 
 



Vol.12                          A Study of Demand and Supply of … / Vazin & Zamani Alavijeh     
 

    

7 

Table 2. The results of One-Sample Kolmogorov-Smirnov test for the normality of the data 

Variable 
tourists’ references gardeners’ tendency gardeners’ capabilities 

Test Statistic Sig. Test Statistic Sig. Test Statistic Sig. 

Agri-experience 1.053 .132 1.124 .145 1.205 .145 

Agri-accommodation 

and food services 
1.302 .094 1.146 .104 1.245 .118 

Agri-education 1.154 .103 1.175 .078 1.324 .095 

Agri-recreation 1.022 .160 1.090 .183 1.033 .183 

Agritainment 1.088 .127 1.134 .097 1.150 .142 

Agri-buy and sales 1.328 .086 1.106 .168 1.175 .126 

 

To evaluate the demand and supply of agritourism 

activities, one-sample t-test was used. The results 

of measuring tourists’ preferences for agritourism 

activities are summarized in Table 3 and Figure 3. 

As observed, the calculated mean of all six types 

of agritourism activities is greater than the test 

value (3), and the mean difference is positive. The 

t-test statistic is significant at the alpha level of 

0.05 (Sig=0.000) for all agritourism activities. 

Thus, at confidence level of 95%, it can be 

accepted that all types of agritourism activities of 

Semirom county are very important for tourists.

 
Table 3. The result of measuring tourists’ preferences regarding agritourism (Test value = 3) 

Variable Mean t Sig.  
Mean 

Difference 

95% Confidence Interval 

of the Difference 

Lower Upper 

Agri-experience 3.67 17.096 .000 .67394 .5963 .7516 

Agri-accommodation and food services 3.85 17.839 .000 .85317 .7590 .9474 

Agri-education 3.16 2.036 .043 .16667 .0054 .3279 

Agri-recreation 3.96 27.708 .000 .95578 .8878 1.0237 

Agritainment 3.44 7.466 .000 .43585 .3209 .5508 

Agri-buy and sales 3.23 3.846 .000 .23884 .1290 .3287 
 

 

The results of measuring gardeners’ tendency for 

offering agritourism activities indicate that gardeners 

tend to offer all six types of agritourism activities to 

tourists. The obtained mean for all six agritourism 

activities is greater than 3, and mean difference is 

positive for all activities. In addition, the t-test 

statistic at the alpha level of 0.05 is significant for all 

types (Sig=0.000), except for the two types of ‘agri-

experience’ and ‘agri-accommodation and food 

services’. Thus, at confidence level of 95%, it can be 

concluded that Semirom’s gardeners have tendency 

to provide four types of agritourism activities to 

tourists (Table 4 and Figure 3).  

 
Table 4. The result of measuring gardeners’ tendency for agritourism (Test value = 3) 

Variable Mean t Sig.  
Mean 

Difference 

95% Confidence Interval of the 

Difference 

Lower Upper 

Agri-experience 3.15 3.726 .065 .14908 -.0094 .3076 

Agri-accommodation and food services 3.06 .567 .572 .05872 -.1467 .2641 

Agri-education 3.46 4.627 .000 .45566 .2605 .6508 

Agri-recreation 3.34 3.595 .000 .33945 .1523 .5266 

Agritainment 3.49 4.250 .000 .49083 .2619 .7197 

Agri-buy and sales 3.29 3.796 .000 .29128 .1392 .4434 
 

The results of measuring gardeners’ capabilities 

for agritourism offerings are indicated in Table 5 

and Figure 3. The results indicate that gardeners’ 

capability is only desired to offer ‘agri-education’ 

activities to tourists (M=3.20, Sig=.035). In terms 

of ‘agri-entertainment’ activities, the capability of 

gardeners is desired, according to the calculated 

mean (M=3.15), but the t-test statistic is not 
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significant (Sig=.074). For other types, the results 

show that gardeners’ capability is lower than the 

test value (3). Also, the t-test statistic is 

significant, indicating the difference from the 

optimal level. 

 

 
Table 5. The result of measuring gardeners’ capabilities regarding agritourism (Test value = 3)  

Variable Mean t Sig.  
Mean 

Difference 

95% Confidence Interval of the 

Difference 

Lower Upper 

Agri-experience 2.21 -9.011 .000 -.79083 -.9648 -.6169 

Agri-accommodation and food services 2.50 -6.804 .000 -.50092 -.6469 -.3550 

Agri-education 3.20 2.135 .035 .19725 .0141 .3804 

Agri-recreation 2.46 -6.633 .000 -.54128 -.7030 -.3795 

Agritainment 3.15 1.802 .074 .14679 .0147 .3083 

Agri-buy and sales 2.53 -4.258 .000 -.47248 -.6924 -.2526 

 

 
Figure 3. Demand and Supply for agritourism activities 

 

4.3. Prioritizing tourists’ preferences, gardeners’ 

tendency, and capabilities  

Then, Friedman's test was applied to determine the 

priority of tourists’ references, gardeners’ tendencies 

and capabilities regarding agritourism, and the 

results are shown in Table 6. 

For tourists' preferences, given the Chi-square value 

and significant level (Sig=.000), tourists' preferences 

for agritourism activities are different. The tourists’ 

main preference belongs to ‘agri-recreation’, ‘agri-

accommodation and food services’ and ‘agri-

experience’. The lowest preference is related to 

‘agri-education’. 

Considering gardeners' tendency, given the 

significant level (Sig=0.000 < 0.05), it can be stated 

that gardeners' tendency to provide agritourism 

activities is different. Based on the mean, gardeners’ 

major tendency is fir ‘agritainment’ and ‘agri-

education’. The lowest tendency is related to ‘agri-

accommodation and food services’. 

For gardeners’ capability, given the significant level 

(Sig=0.000), and the mean, it can be noted that 

gardeners’ capability towards offering agritourism 

activities is different. The gardeners have the highest 

capability for ‘agri-education’ and ‘agritainment’ 

activities, and the lowest capability for ‘agri-

experience’ and ‘agri-recreation’ activities. 
 



Vol.12                          A Study of Demand and Supply of … / Vazin & Zamani Alavijeh     
 

    

9 

Table 6. The results of Freidman test to determine the priority of tourists’ references, gardeners’ tendency and 

capabilities regarding agritourism 

Variable 
tourists’ references gardeners’ tendency gardeners’ capabilities 

Mean Rank Rank Mean Rank Rank Mean Rank Rank 

Agri-experience 3.74 3 3.17 5 2.28 6 

Agri-accommodation and food services 4.20 2 2.63 6 3.13 4 

Agri-education 2.75 6 3.89 2 4.67 1 

Agri-recreation 4.36 1 3.67 3 3.00 5 

Agritainment 3.25 4 4.18 1 4.64 2 

Agri-buy and sales 2.87 5 3.45 4 3.28 3 

Test Statistics 

N = 252 

Chi-Square =180.758 

Df = 5 

Asymp. Sig. = .000 

N = 109 

Chi-Square =49.875 

Df = 5 

Asymp. Sig. = .000 

N = 109 

Chi-Square =149.690 

Df = 5 

Asymp. Sig. = .000 
 

 

4.4. Tourists' preferences, gardeners' tendency 

and capabilities for agritourism products and 

services 

Table 7 lists the results of Friedman test to 

determine the priority of tourists' preferences for 

agritourism services and products. According to the 

chi-square value and significant level (Sig=0.000), it 

can be concluded that tourists' preferences for 

agritourism products and services is different. 

Tourists’ main priority is related to ‘enjoying natural 

and garden scenery (MR=21.05)’, ‘enjoying the 

peace and quiet of the garden (MR=20.44)’, ‘tasting 

traditional foods and beverages (MR=19.62)’, ‘using 

picnic sites (MR=18.43)’, and ‘familiarity with local 

cultural heritage (MR=16.79)’. The lowest priority is 

related to ‘participation in recreational educational 

programs (MR=10.19)’, “participation in learning 

programs on product processing (MR=11.00)’, and 

‘participation in gardening educational programs 

(MR=11.27)’.

 
Table 7. The results of tourists’ preferences regarding agritourism products and services  

Variables Mean 

Rank 
Rank 

Agri-experience 

Watching gardening activities  16.69 6 

Participating in gardening activities  14.35 13 

Spending time with the gardener and his family 13.48 16 

Familiarity and participation in daily rural activities 14.76 11 

Familiarity with local cultural heritage and traditions  16.79 5 

Visiting historical artifacts  15.58 8 

Agri-

accommodation 

and food service 

Interested in accommodation in farmhouses and rural houses 15.37 9 

Camping  in garden 13.35 18 

Tasting traditional food and beverages 19.62 3 

Agri-education 

Participating in gardening training programs 11.27 26 

Participating in learning programs on product processing  11.00 27 

Participating in recreational learning programs  10.19 28 

Agri-recreation 

Peace and quiet  20.44 2 

To enjoy natural and garden scenery 21.05 1 

Visiting gardens for recreational activities, and relaxation 14.22 14 

Recreational self-harvesting  13.75 15 

Picnic sites 18.43 4 

Walking or biking through the property on trails 16.32 7 

Therapeutic reasons 12.40 22 

Agritainment 

Attending traditional events  13.45 17 

Participating in sport event 15.09 10 

Attending local food festivals  14.57 12 

Attending harvest festivals 12.96 19 
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Variables Mean 

Rank 
Rank 

Visiting local exhibitions 12.29 23 

Visiting farm museums 11.57 24 

Agri-buy and sales 

Seeking organic and healthy products 11.49 25 

Buy souvenirs and handicrafts  12.87 20 

Picking fresh fruit 12.65 21 

 Test Statistics     Chi-Square = 950.607        Df = 27        Asymp. Sig. = .000 

 

Table 8 reports the results gardeners’ tendency 

regarding agritourism products and services. 

According to the chi-square value and significant 

level (Sig=0.000), the preferences of gardeners 

towards agritourism products and services have been 

different in the study area. Gardeners’ main tendency 

to providing agritourism products and services to 

tourists has been related to ‘educate tourists about 

gardening activities (MR=15.02)’, ‘hold garden 

products exhibitions (MR=14.23)’, ‘watch gardening 

activities (MR=12.80)’, and ‘enter the garden to visit 

the garden’ attractions (MR=12.67)’. The minimum 

tendency is related to ‘holding ecotourism and rural 

tourism tours (MR=9.37)’, ‘offering food services to 

tourists (MR=9.42)’, ‘offering traditional dishes 

(MR=9.51)’, and ‘entering the garden to pick apples 

and buy them (MR=9.64)’. 

  
Table 8. The results of gardeners’ tendency regarding agritourism products and services 

Variables 
Mean 

Rank 
Rank 

Agri-

experience 

Watching gardening activities 12.80 3 

Tourists’ cooperation in garden activities   10.68 16 

Holding ecotourism, and rural tourism tours 9.37 22 

Companionship with visitors 12.61 5 

Agri-

accommodati

on and food 

service 

Dedicating a part of the house to tourists 11.42 12 

Leasing farm buildings to tourists 9.67 18 

Providing camping 10.54 17 

Offering food services 9.42 21 

Offering traditional dishes  9.51 20 

Agri-

education 

Educating tourists about apple growing and gardening activities  15.02 1 

Educating tourists on how to drive garden vehicles 11.29 14 

Educating tourists on how to exploit garden equipment  10.70 15 

Agri-

recreation 

Entering the garden to visit the garden’s attractions 12.67 4 

Diversifying farm activities by adding recreational activities 12.25 7 

Offering sport and entertainment facilities  11.61 11 

Determining tourist routes for tourists  12.09 8 

Agritainment 
Holding garden products exhibitions 14.23 2 

Holding apple cultivating and harvesting festivals  11.41 13 

Agri-buy and 

sales 

Selling garden products to tourists directly 12.54 6 

Selling garden products on-farm markets 11.88 9 

Entering the garden to pick apples and buy them 9.64 19 

Providing homemade products  11.66 10 

 Test Statistics           Chi-Square = 156.241          Df = 21         Asymp. Sig. = .000 

 
The results of measuring gardeners’ capabilities 

indicate that gardeners’ highest capability is for 

‘knowledge and skills in the terms of apple growing 

and gardening activities (MR=16.07)’, ‘possibility 

of providing apple-related products (MR=14.19)’, 

and ‘local herbal remedies (MR=12.75)’. Regarding 

the variables of “access to sports and entertainment 

facilities (MR=6.36)”, “access to human resources 

trained in tourism (MR=8.01)”, “possibility of 

providing accommodation facilities to tourists in 
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gardens (MR =8.08)” and “access to trained human 

resources regarding tourism such as tour guides 

(MR=8.16)” have undesired conditions (Table 9). 

 

 
Table 9. The results of gardeners’ capabilities for agritourism offerings 

Variables 
Mean 

Rank 
Rank 

Agri-

experience 

Education on behaving with tourists 8.44 14 

Education in communication skills (with local community, tourism 

businesses) 
8.16 16 

Availability of information sources about the area 9.29 11 

Knowing the tourist attractions of the area  8.39 15 

Access to trained human resources regarding tourism (trained tour guide)  8.01 18 

Agri-

accommodati

on and food 

service 

Accessibility to accommodation 9.28 12 

Access to food and beverage services 11.34 4 

The possibility of providing accommodation facilities in the gardens 8.08 17 

The possibility of providing food services in the garden 10.12 8 

Access to trained human resources to cook traditional dishes 11.32 5 

Agri-

education 

Skills in terms of apple growing and gardening activities 16.07 1 

Access to appropriate facilities and technology in gardening activities 8.47 13 

Agri-

recreation 

Access to sport and entertainment facilities  6.36 19 

Availability of local herbal remedies and treatments 12.75 3 

Access to adequate financial supports 9.33 10 

Agritainment 
The possibility of providing apple-related products  14.19 2 

Access to place and local facilities for holding festivals 10.42 6 

Agri-buy and 

sales 

Access to facilities for selling garden products to tourists 10.37 7 

Access to local markets to sell products 9.61 9 

 Test Statistics          Chi-Square = 414.003        Df = 18                 Asymp. Sig. = .000  

 

5. Discussion and Conclusion 

Studies on tourism development usually investigate 

the behavioral patterns and preferences of customers 

or the motivation, and willingness of the local 

population. Meanwhile, the match between supply 

and demand is necessary for developing appropriate 

strategies to satisfy tourists as well as the 

participation of the local people as one of the 

destination's main stakeholders in tourism 

development. This study investigated the demand of 

tourists for agritourism activities and the gardeners’ 

tendency and capability to provide agritourism 

activities in the rural areas of Semirom county. The 

findings indicate no match between demand 

(tourists' preferences) and supply (gardeners' 

preferences and capabilities) for agritourism 

activities in the study area (Table 10). 

 The results indicate that ‘agri-recreation’ is the 

tourists’ most important preference. The tourists’ 

main purpose visiting the gardens of the area is to 

enjoy agri-recreation attractions, including the 

natural scenery of the gardens, and the peace and 

quiet of the gardens. Thus, agri-recreation services 

and products are among of the factors affecting the 

choice of destination by agritourists. This confirmed 

previous studies Dubois et al., 2017; Huber et al., 

2020) who found the peaceful natural environment 

along with recreational activities are the tourists’ 

main preferences. In addition, the results show that 

‘agri-accommodation and food services’ plus ‘agri-

experience’, including tasting traditional foods and 

beverages, knowing the local cultural heritage and 

traditions of the area, and participating in gardening 

activities are important for tourists. This finding is 

consistent with Chen et al. (2010) and Forbord et al. 

(2012), who found tourists were willing to 

experience farm life. In any case, the results reveal 

that despite the difference between tourists' 

preferences, all agritourism activities are important 

for tourists and influential in their decision to select 

a destination. In other words, tourists tend to 

experience emotional and recreational activities 

including visiting farms, enjoying recreational and 

entertainment activities, purchasing souvenirs and 

products, and staying in farms accommodations. 

They are also interested in experiencing and 

understanding the agri-experience activities such as 

participating in gardening activities and learning 

handicrafts. These results support the study of 
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Torabi et al. (2019), concluding that there is no 

difference between tangible and intangible 

agricultural heritage from the tourists’ viewpoint. 

The findings show that the apple gardeners in the 

study area tend to develop agritourism and provide 

all agritourism activities to tourists. It can be stated 

that gardeners have perceived the positive effects of 

agritourism on their business, and they tend to work 

in the field of agritourism along with horticulture. In 

this regard, Bouzarjomehri et al. (2021) found 

understanding the impacts of tourism affects 

farmers’ tendency to participate in the agritourism 

development. Nevertheless, the findings indicate 

that gardeners’ tendency is not in accordance with 

tourists’ preferences, and is more to provide 

activities of ‘agritainment’ and ‘agri-education’, 

while these activities are less demanded by tourists. 

The findings indicate that the apple gardeners do not 

enjoy the appropriate capability to participate in 

agritourism development. The gardeners’ capability, 

except in the two types of ‘agri-education’ and ‘agri-

entertainment’ has been evaluated below the optimal 

level in the other types. Also, gardeners do not have 

sufficient knowledge, expertise, and training to 

develop agritourism practices. Meanwhile, studies 

show education and awareness (Naidoo & Sharpley, 

2016; Rezvani et al., 2017) is an essential factor in 

tourism development. Furthermore, gardeners have 

insufficient training and skills to interact with the 

local population, tourists, and tourism businesses. As 

studies have shown, communication with tourists 

and the local population (Alonso & Nyanjom, 

2016), as well as interaction with tourism sector 

activists (Zapata et al., 2011) are essential factors for 

agritourism development. Additionally, limited 

access to facilities, trained human resources, and 

financial and advisory support are other challenges 

facing gardeners to participate in the agritourism 

development.  

 The findings of the match between demand and 

supply separately for each type of agritourism 

activity indicate that there is the match between 

demand and supply only for ‘agri-education’ type; 

for types of ‘agritainment’ and ‘agri-buy and sales’, 

there is a relative match between demand and 

supply, and there is no match between supply and 

demand in the other three types. 

The results of ‘agri-experience’ type show that 

tourists’ tendency is very high. In the supply, the 

gardeners’ tendency is average, and their capability 

to offer these activities is low. The gardeners are not 

aware of the capacities of tourism in the area, they 

have inadequate knowledge of tourists’ preferences, 

they have limited access to trained human resources, 

and they have insufficient training in 

communication skills to communicate with tourists. 

The weaknesses have caused gardeners not to be 

willing to develop agri-experience activities, while 

these activities are the tourists’ main preferences. 

For ‘agri-accommodation and food services’ type, 

the tourists' preference is very high, but the 

gardeners are not willing to provide activities of this 

group due to the low access to accommodation and 

catering facilities in farm and rural areas. For ‘agri-

recreation’ type, the tourists’ preference for some 

services and products is very high. Also, the 

gardeners’ tendency to provide such products is 

high, such as entering tourists to enjoy the scenery, 

diversifying tourism activities, offering recreational 

facilities, and offering local herbal remedies. 

However, they have a low tendency for access to 

recreational facilities, and financial support for 

providing activities. 

  
Table 10. Match between demand and supply regarding agritourism activities  

Activity Tourists’ 

preferences 
Gardeners 

Match/Mismatch 
 tendency Capability 

Agri-experience Very High Average Low Mismatch 
Agri-accommodation and food services Very high Average Low Mismatch 

Agri-education High High High Match 
Agri-recreation Very high High Low Mismatch 
Agritainment High High Average Relatively match 

Agri-buy and sales High High Low Relatively match 
 

 

For ‘agritainment’, the gardeners tend to provide the 

services and products of this group, especially by 

holding garden products exhibitions. Also, gardeners 

have adequate access to facilities, and human 
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resources for holding the exhibitions. For ‘agri-buy 

and sales’ type, gardeners' access to the local 

market, and facilities for direct sales are desired. 

However, the gardeners are not willing to allow 

tourists to enter the garden and pick apples, which is 

due to the concern about the lack of training of 

tourists and the possibility of damage to the garden. 

Finally, for ‘agri-education’ type, a good match is 

between the tourists’ preferences and the gardeners’ 

tendencies. Also, the gardeners of the area also have 

the necessary knowledge, expertise, and facilities to 

provide services and products to tourists. 

Overall, the findings showed no significant match 

between demand and supply. “Agri-recreation”, 

along with “agri-experience” and “agri-

accommodation and food services” have been 

among the main priorities of tourists to visit the area, 

still, the gardeners’ tendency and capability have not 

been consistent with the tourists’ preferences. The 

gardeners’ tendency and capability has mostly been 

related to “agritainment” and “agri-education”. The 

findings suggest that for developing agritourism in 

the destination, the tourists’ needs and preferences to 

attract tourists and the destination’s competitiveness 

should be prioritized. Tourists will be attracted to the 

destination if they can enjoy the benefits of the 

peaceful rural and agricultural environment along 

with access to recreational facilities, tasting 

traditional foods, connect with the cultural aspects of 

rural areas, experience the rural lifestyle, and 

participate in farming activities. Also, gardeners 

should be trained on the required skills related to 

tourism and agritourism as well as acquire the 

necessary qualifications. They should also be given 

the necessary facilities, support and funds so that 

they can participate in the agritourism development 

and provide products and services preferred by 

tourists.  

The findings of this study will be worthwhile to 

tourism planners, as well as tourism services 

providers to develop a better understanding of 

agritourists’ preferences, meet the agritourists’ 

needs, and ultimately gain satisfaction. Also, it will 

be helpful for planners to recognize the capacities of 

gardeners and the challenges they face in developing 

agritourism to formulate practical strategies. 

Importantly, it will empower the gardeners involved 

in agritourism enterprise, to make a profound 

contribution to the decision-making, planning, and 

successful implementation of agritourism programs. 

The present study had some limitations. Agritourism 

is attractive to a wide range of consumers (Fabio 

Gaetano & Mariangela, 2014), and each customer 

has different motivations (Hurst et al., 2009) and 

therefore different needs which affect their intention 

and behavior. Hence, demographic features 

including age, gender, education, income, and socio-

cultural background may influence agritourists’ 

preferences; thus, it is important to examine whether 

agritourists’ needs are different, or they are 

consistent across different subgroups of society. 

Also, this study only investigated the gardeners’ 

tendency and capability. To develop agritourism, it 

is necessary to examine the capacities of the 

destination and active businesses in the tourism 

sector; thus, future research can examine this issue 

in depth.  
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 مقدمه  -1
اسررت کرره    يمرررت ب بررا گردشررگر  يها  تياز فعال  ینوع  اگروتوريسم

بررراي    دهد.  یرا به گردشگران ارائه م يخدمات و محصولات کشاورز

توسعه اگروتوريسم، تحليل نگرش و انتظررارات دو گررروه از عينفعرران  

اصررلی، شررامل گردشررگران و کشرراورزان تررروري اسررت. ت اترراي  

گردشگران بايد بررسی شود؛ بنابراين لازم است با درک نيات و رفتار  

گردشگران کشاورزي، راه حل هاي مناسب ارائه شود. همچنررين برره  

رزان و گردشررگران، مشررارکت کشرراورزان  دليل ارت اط مست يم کشاو

يکی از عوامل موف يت در توسعه اگروتوريسم است. هرردت تح يرر ،  

تحليل عرته و ت اتا براي فعاليت هرراي اگروتوريسررتی اسررت، و برره  

طور خاص تررر ارزيررابی ترجيحررات گردشررگران بررراي فعاليررت هرراي  

ه  اگروتوريستی، ارزيابی ترجيحررات و توانمنرردي بااررداران بررراي ارائرر 

فعاليت هاي اگروتوريستی، و همچنين بررسی تفاوت بين ترجيحات  

گردشگران و ترجيحات و توانمنرردي بااررداران بررراي فعاليررت هرراي  

  يیمنط رره مررورد مطالعرره، منرراط  روسررتااگروتوريستی می باشررد.  

  اديرر زوسررعت    ليرر در استان اصفهان است که به دل رميشهرستان سم

متنررو ، از    یو فرهنگرر   یعرر يط   يجاعبه هررا  نيو همچن  بيبااات س

 .برخوردار است  يقواگروتوريستی    ليپتانس

 مباني نظري تحقيق  -2
و بررراي   افتررهي شياگروتوريسررم افررزا  يت اتا برررا  ر،ياخ  يهادر سال

از    يگسررترده ا  ويرر ططيررو وسرريعی از گردشررگران جرر ا  اسررت.  

شامل تماشاي محيب روسررتا، تفررريج، تجربرره زنرردگی در  محصولات 

مزرعه، رويدادهاي سرگرمی و فرهنگی، خريد محصولات کشرراورزي  

اد. بررراي توسررعه  ترروان در م اصررد اگروتوريسررم توسررعه د  یرا مرر 

اگروتوريسم، توجه به نيازها و ترجيحات گردشررگران بررراي طراحرری  

راه ردهاي گردشگري و رقابت پ يري م صد مهررم اسررت. بررا وجررود  

افزايش ت اتا براي اگروتوريسم، يکی از موانع توسعه اگروتوريسم در  

مناط  روستايی، عدم تمايل و توانمندي جامعرره محلرری در توسررعه  

يکرری از عينفعرران اصررلی در توسررعه  اسررت. کشرراورزان،  اگروتوريسم  

  کشرراورزان وو ترجيحررات    نگيررزهاگروتوريسم اسررت. لرر ا شررناخت ا

، و توسعه راه ردهرراي  تصميم گيري  گنجاندن نظرات آنها در فرآيند

مطلو  تروري است. سيستم اگروتوريسم در صورتی موف  است که  

هررم موانررع همرره  هم نيازهاي همه گروههاي عينفع را تأمين کنررد و  

اداررام عرترره و    در ايررن راسررتا،گروهها را کاهش و يا برطرت نمايد.  

در بررازار  کرره برره طررور واقعرری   یانيمشتر حاتيدرک ترج يت اتا برا

  ينما  تواندیو عرته م تات ا يسازکپارچهي .، الزامی استوجود دارد

ارائه دهررد   ي از ترجيحات بخش ت اتا و شرايب بخش عرتهترکامل

ها  خواسته نيحاصل شود که خدمات مطاب  با سودآورتر  نانيتا اطم

 .  شوندیارائه م  انيو انتظارات مشتر

 روش تحقيق  -3
انجام شده   یشيمايپشيوه ه و باست  یليتحل -یفيتوص   يروش تح 

  وانو به عن يیشناسا اگروتوريستی يها تيقابلبا  روستا پانزدهاست. 

نفررر از بااررداران سرريب    109نمونرره    نمونرره انتخررا  شرردند.جامعه

روستاهاي نمونه بودند که بررا روش نمونرره گيررري هدفمنررد انتخررا   

گردشگرانی بودنررد کرره از روسررتاهاي نمونرره   252شدند و همچنين 

 بازديد کردند.
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براي جمع آوري اطلاعات از دو پرسشنامه مح رر  سرراخته اسررتفاده  

-به شش دسته »تجربهشدند و  استخراج    هاتميآ  ات،يبا مرور ادبشد.  

-ی»آموزش  «،خدمات اقامتی و ا ايی اگروتوريستی»  «،اگروتوريستی

  و    «اگروتوريستی-جي»تفراگروتوريستی«،  -»سرگرمی  «،اگروتوريستی

تی« ط  رره بنرردي شرردند. گويرره هرراي  اگروتوريسرر -خريد و فررروش»

کم تررا    اريبس  با استفاده از م ياس پنج درجه اي ليکرت ازپرسشنامه 

داده هررا از نرررم    ليو تحل  هيتجز  ي. براندشد  يرياندازه گ  اديز  اريبس

 و روش هاي آماري استفاده شد.     SPSS  افزار

 هاي تحقيقيافته  -4
  يت اتررا نيترررمهماگروتوريسررتی -حرراتيتفر دهدینشان ميافته ها  

بوده است. همچنين بهره منرردي از »خرردمات اقررامتی و  گردشگران  

براي گردشگران    نيزاگروتوريستی«  -اگروتوريستی« و »تجربها ايی  

مهم بوده است. بهر حال نتيجه نشان می دهد با وجود تفرراوت بررين  

  ترجيحات گردشگران، همه انوا  فعاليررت هرراي اگروتوريسررتی بررراي

هررم تمايررل برره   گردشگرانگردشگران مهم بوده است. به بيان ديگر  

فعاليت هاي احساسی و تفريحی شامل ل ت بررردن از فعاليررت هرراي  

و درک فعاليت  جربه تفريحی و سرگرمی را دارند، و هم علاقمند به ت

تجربی اگروتوريستی نظير مشارکت در فعاليررت هرراي بااررداري   هاي

د بااررداران تمايررل برره توسررعه  هسررتند. يافترره هررا نشرران مرری دهرر 

اگروتوريسم و عرته انوا  فعاليت هاي اگروتوريستی به گردشگران را  

دارند، اما يافته ها نشان می دهد که تمايررل بااررداران در تطرراب  بررا  

ترجيحات گردشگران ن وده است، و تمايل بااداران بيشتر به عرترره  

-اگروتوريسررتی« و »آموزشرری-انرروا  فعاليررت هرراي »سرررگرمی

اگروتوريستی« می باشد، در حاليکرره ايررن فعاليررت هررا کمتررر مررورد  

ت اتاي گردشگران برروده اسررت. همچنررين نتررايج نشرران مرری دهررد  

بااداران از توانمندي مطلو  براي مشارکت در توسعه اگروتوريسررم  

برخوردار نيستند. توانمندي بااداران براي ارائه انرروا  فعاليررت هرراي  

-اگروتوريستی و سرگرمی-وه آموزشیاگروتوريستی به جز در دو گر

اگروتوريستی در ساير گروهها پايين تر از حد مطلو  برروده اسررت و  

بااررداران از آمرروزش و مهررارت لازم بررراي توسررعه شرريوه هرراي  

اگروتوريسم، تعامل با جامعه محلی، گردشگران و کسررب و کارهرراي  

ائرره  گردشگري برخوردار نيستند، و همين امر تمايل بااداران براي ار

 برخی از خدمات و محصولات مرجع گردشگران را کاهش داده است.  

 گيريبحث و نتيجه  -5
فعاليررت هرراي    يگردشررگران برررا  ت اترراي  یبررسرر   همطالعرره برر 

فعاليت هاي    ي عرته  بااداران برا يتوانمندتمايل و و اگروتوريستی 

استان اصررفهان    رميشهرستان سممناط  روستايی  در  اگروتوريستی  

است، که نتايج نشان داد بين ت اتا و عرته تطاب ی وجررود  پرداخته  

ندارد. براي توسعه اگروتوريسم در م صد بايررد تمررايلات گردشررگران  

در    براي ج   گردشگر و رقابت پ يري م صد در اولويت قرار گيرررد.

آرام و منررا ر    بيمحرر   يايکه گردشگران بتوانند از مزا  یواقع تا زمان

تفريحرری و   برره امکانررات یبررا دسترسرر  همررراه  ي،و کشاورز  يیروستا

و  يی،  روسررتا یسرر ز زنرردگ تجربه ،یسنت يا اها ورزشی، چشيدن

منررد شرروند، جرر   م صررد  بهره  يباارردار  يهررا  تيمشارکت در فعال

ي در  ترررور يهررادر مهارت  ديرر باداران  باارر خواهند شررد. همچنررين  

لازم را کسررب    يهاتيو صررلاح  ننديآموزش ب   خصوص اگروتوريسم

تسررهيلات، حمايررت و سرررمايه لازم برخرروردار شرروند تررا  ، و از  کنند

بتوانند در توسعه اگروتوريسم مشارکت داشته باشند و محصررولات و  

 خدمات مرجع گردشگران را عرته نمايند.   

  حرراتيعرترره، ترج-چررارچو  ت اتررااگروتوريسررم،    ها:کليدددوا ه

بااررداران، شهرسررتان    يبااررداران، توانمنررد  حرراتيگردشررگران، ترج

 .رميسم

 تشکر و قدرداني
پررهوهش حاتررر حررامی مررالی نداشررته و حاصررل فعاليررت علمرری  
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Abstract  
Purpose- The main goal of this article is to investigate the effects of the corona pandemic on the resilience of the livelihood of 

the villagers of the Oraman District of Sarvabad County. Moreover, the study aimed to measure the villagers' resilience and 

ability to adapt to crises and propose solutions to improve their livelihood resilience  . 
Design/methodology/approach- The research approach is a mixed method of quantitative and qualitative methods. Data 

collection was theoretical, using documentary and survey methods. The statistical population of the research include three 

groups of local people (300 people according to Cochran's method), development officials (18 people according to the targeted 

method), and experts of the region (12 people according to the targeted method) . 
Findings- Data analysis using inferential statistics tests (chi-square, Friedman rank, Pearson correlation) showed that two 

components gained averages of 2.63 and 2.72 at a significance level of 0.01. Therefore, the livelihood resilience of the villagers 

in Oraman District is in a bad situation in both dimensions of confrontation and adaptation. Also, the results suggest a direct, 

positive and significant relationship between the reduction of both dimensions of livelihood resilience and the overall livelihood 

resilience of the villagers . 
Practical implications- The leading solution to improve the livelihood resilience of the villagers in the region against crises is to 

change the managerial perspective of crisis management from a traditional and passive approach to a new proactive approach. 

To this end, in addition to training development managers, there is a need to train locals and form a crisis management unit 

headquarters with adequate performance, efficiency and up-to-date knowledge and awareness . 
Originality/Value- Livelihood resilience is major in achieving livelihood sustainability to ensure the optimal quality of life and 

the living environment. One of the pressures on the livelihood system of the villagers in the last two years was the Corona 

pandemic. Therefore, identifying these effects and planning to solve them can help to reduce the vulnerability and thus increase 

the livelihood resilience of the villagers . 
Keywords- Corona pandemic, Livelihood resilience, Oraman District, Sarvabad County. 
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1.Introduction 

overty is a durable worldwide 

challenge. According to the statistics 

published by the World Bank in 2015, 

more than 735 million people live in 

extreme poverty. Also, over 651 million people 

are expected to live in extreme poverty in the 

world by 2020, who are primarily in rural areas of 

developing countries. Therefore, fighting rural 

poverty is crucial. Poverty can affect all 

economic, social, managerial and environmental 

dimensions of sustainable development. Different 

types of poverty call for planning, especially 

extreme poverty, which otherwise leads to a 

poverty trap (Qarani, 2014). The primary solution 

to preventing poor households from returning to 

poverty and having a sustainable livelihood is to 

raise the resilience level of their livelihood. 

Suppose capacity building is addressed for 

households caught in the vicious trap of poverty. 

In that case, it is likely to use resources and 

activate their learning mechanism and the desire 

for innovation and transformation. As a result, the 

poverty trap will be disrupted. The capacity to use 

accessible resources is a prerequisite for 

livelihood. Learning capacity leads to skill 

creation and enhancement. Generally, how 

households deal with the external environment 

determines their level of self-efficacy. They can 

take advantage of external opportunities and 

manage risks to ensure livelihood sustainability 

and resilience (Li et al., 2019). Livelihood is not 

merely access to a job. The livelihood of villagers 

instead needs to be resilient against numerous 

economic, social and natural pressures (Ahmadi et 

al., 2019). The sustainable livelihood approach 

was proposed by researchers such as Chambers in 

the mid-1980s and early 1990s after various 

development paradigms failed to solve the main 

problems of rural development and mainly rural 

poverty (Alinovi et al., 2011). Providing a 

livelihood includes capabilities, assets 

accessibility and activities for a good life 

(Nawrotzki, 2012). The sustainability concept was 

first introduced at the Rio World Summit as a 

dominant aspect of development plans. In addition 

to that, poverty has become a concerning matter, 

so the new approach of sustainable livelihood has 

become a tool to remove the effects of poverty 

and sustainable rural development (Sojasi Qeidari, 

2013). The core of the livelihood resilience 

approach is adaptive strategies adopted by 

households or individuals during shocks and 

stresses on their livelihoods. In their 

organizational priority, the United Nations Food 

and Agriculture Organization (FAO) introduced 

resilience to reduce vulnerability and cope with 

threats to villagers' livelihoods (Pain & Levine, 

2013). Resilience is essential for two reasons. 

First, social and technical systems are 

unpredictable and vulnerable. Second, livelihood 

capitals in resilient societies are substantially 

more stable than in non-resilient places against 

pressures and shocks (Salmani et al., 2016-a).  

Meanwhile, the Covid-19 crisis was a unique and 

unexpected shock that affected almost the whole 

world (Mahmud & Riley, 2022). The World Bank 

has estimated that the Covid-19 crisis has pushed 

between 40 and 60 million people into extreme 

poverty, especially sub-Saharan Africa. In another 

report, it is estimated that between 420 and 580 

million people will be pushed into the poverty 

trap (Janssens, 2021). Weaknesses of rural areas, 

especially in the service, infrastructure, social 

support and security, were revealed more than 

ever after the corona pandemic their mandatory 

quarantine period. The ensuing psychological 

problems are another negative effect which has 

been created s in rural communities (Jia et al., 

2021).  

 Oraman District in Sarvabad County is one of the 

districts of Kurdistan Province that has 

experienced impediments during the corona 

pandemic. Corona has had many complications in 

this region due to tourism, being in the middle of 

Kurdistan and Kermanshah Province, and cross-

border smuggling on the border with Iraq. As a 

result, the movement and connection of people in 

urban and rural areas have made the corona spread 

rapidly in the region and deteriorate the livelihood 

conditions of the people. Villagers' livelihoods 

were drastically changed due to the Corona. In 

particular, the rural labor force and tourism, which 

was a livelihood strategy, have stagnated. The 

current study aimed to discover what changes the 

villagers' livelihood had after the corona 

pandemic's emergence. The outcome of this study 

can offer practical solutions to get out of a crisis 

like Corona as one of the problems in the way of 

rural livelihood sustainability. Moreover, there is 

P 
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a need to organize the villagers' livelihood with a 

resilient approach.  

2. Research Theoretical Literature 
2.1.Corona shock geometry 

Corona pandemic was a sudden shock that turned 

into a complex health crisis in all dimensions of 

human life due to the lack of resilience. Matni 

(2020) suggested the concept of shock geometry, 

which refers to the type of directions that occurred 

following the economic crisis of 2008 in three 

different countries. This framework emphasizes 

the role of economic resilience or the extent of 

responding, coping and re-creating the economic 

system of different countries. The first type of 

shock geometry is (V) shape, where the 

performance of the economic system changes 

temporarily. However, a quick return to the initial 

situation happens due to support and 

compensation programs (e.g., in Canada). In (U) 

shaped shock, although the reaction is done 

effectively and efficiently, returning to the 

previous conditions is not likely because of the 

crisis's depth and the effects' intensity. Moreover, 

in this type, the negative impact will dominate the 

economy for several years, and the pre-crisis 

situation is different from post-crisis (e.g., in the 

United States). The (U) shape shock shows the 

high vulnerability of the economic infrastructure. 

In this case, the impact caused by the economic 

crisis lasts on the economic structure, so returning 

to the previous path of economic growth and 

development never happens. In this situation, 

capital and labor have been damaged many times 

(e.g., in Greece). 

  

 
Figure 1. Types of shock geometry 

 Source: Matni, 2020, 168. 

 

Mousavi Matlabi (2020) believes that the spread 

of the coronavirus has caused both shocks on the 

demand and supply side in the economy, which 

makes a closed cycle of failure and a repeating 

trap if the pandemic continues. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2. The closed supply and demand shock cycle due to Corona 

Source: Mousavi Matlabi, 2020: 193. 
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In 2020, the peak of the outbreak of Corona, 

global trade in goods decreased by 13 to 32 per 

cent, and the world's economic growth reached - 

6.4 per cent compared to the previous year. 

Nevertheless, according to Mousavi Matlabi, for 

vibrant and resilient economies, economic growth 

will soar again in 2021 with correct policy and 

planning to return to the markets again. 
 

 

 

                                                 Growth path                                               Shock resistant                           

        Resilient 

 

 

                                                                                                                                      Unresilient 

 

Figure 3. Explanation of resilience during shocks 
Source: Mirzaei et al., 2020: 237. 

 
2.2. Livelihood resilience 

The core of the livelihood resilience approach is 

adaptive strategies adopted by households or 

individuals during shocks and stresses on their 

livelihoods. Livelihood flexibility is the strategies 

that individuals and communities take to cope 

with the effects of short-term, sudden and long-

term shocks (Liu et al., 2020). According to 

Tanner et al. (2014), a human-centred livelihood 

perspective leads to the empowerment and the 

capacity of human societies (Campbell, 2021). 

Table 1 expresses the central cores of the concept 

of resilience. 

 

Table 1: The cores of the concept of livelihood resilience 

Subsystem Economy Meaning of each component 

R
es

il
ie

n
t 
co

m
p
on

en
ts

 

Characteristics 

of resilience 

Stability 
Sustainability includes the concept of reliability and refers to the ability to 

absorb and resist disturbances and crises. 

Extra capacity 
It is to have additional capacity and support systems so the place is able to 

provide its defined service during incidents and disturbances. 

Strategic planning 

system 

In response to crises, there should be flexibility and try to turn threats into 

opportunities 

Resilient 

performance 

Reactivity It means the ability to move quickly when faced with a crisis. 

Recovery Having the ability to return to normal conditions after a crisis. 

Source: Mohammadi et al. 2018: 100 

 

There are two distinct perspectives on crisis 

management. The traditional point of view 

emphasizes the post-crisis stage, while it does not 

often plan for the pre-disaster stage. The new point 

of view is based on resilient societies, which use 

community-oriented approaches, empowerment of 

different layers of society and attract participation in 

their preparation for disasters. In this approach, 

returning society to its previous state will be faster. 

At the same time, human and financial losses will be 

significantly reduced. 
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       No       

  

       Yes 
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  Yes 
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                                 being an activist                                                        Reactivity  

                                Return and adaptability                                                        Safety and resistance 

                       Being process and system                                                           Consequentialism  

 Bottom-up view                   Risk acceptance                 Top-down view 

                                        Risk management                       flexibility                       Deterrence 

 Collaborative                Vulnerability              Specialization  

                                                  Inner view                                                          External view 

Long-term perspective                                               short term view 

Strengthening and developing capacities 

  
Figure 4. Evolution of approaches and principles emphasized in crisis management, 

 Sources: Salmani et al., 2016-b; Motahari & Rafiyan, 2016; Hemingway & Gunawan, 2018. 

 
Vulnerability refers to a sudden pressure more 

significant than the livelihood capacity; livelihood 

vulnerability is due to the lack of coping 

mechanism and limited capacity to adapt; hence 

little resilience. Vulnerability reduces the 

individual and group capacities of rural 

households to predict, confront, resist and recover 

from natural disasters (Sadeka et al., 2013). 
Flexibility, however, is the capacity of a system to 

absorb and adapt disturbance during an 

undergoing change. As a result, the system 

practically maintains the same function, structure, 

and identity as the previous state or reaches a new 

and desirable state of balance (Borsekova et al., 

2018). Therefore, the sustainability of the 

livelihood of the villagers happens when they 

have the conditions of livelihood resilience after 

exposing to pressures, shocks and short and long-

term, unexpected or predictable natural and 

human events (Figure 5).   
According to the conceptual model of the 

research, shown in Figure (5), we can examine the 

livelihood resilience of the villagers in the study 

area after Corona pandemic. This examination can 

investigate the ability to cope based on short-term 

measures and the capacity to adapt based on long-

term measures for livelihood reconstruction after 

the Corona crisis and the stage before this crisis or 

prevention. Moreover, time is a significant factor, 

especially in the coping system of the livelihood 

resilience of the villagers. Therefore, how to 

return to the routine of livelihood before the 

disease or adopt a new way of providing 

livelihood during Corona pandemic determines 

the livelihood resilience of the villagers. 

 

Changing 
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management 



                                                 Journal of Research and Rural Planning                                         No.1 / Serial No.40 

 

 

   

 24 
 

Socio-economic prevention 

Capital increase Empowerment 

compatibility 

 

planning Collaborative 

social 

security 

Education 

institutio

nal 

infrastru

cture 

Capacity 

Building 
Coping power compatibility 

Long-term reconstruction Recovery-adaptation during the crisis Before the crisis 

 

Corona effect 

Flexible society 

Inflexible society 

period of time 

State 

of 

society 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5. Research conceptual model 

 

2.3. Research background 

Imani Jajromi (2019), in a study about the social 

consequences of the corona pandemic in Iran, 

concluded that the coronavirus caused damage to 

social health because of the effects on social 

relations, the reduction of social activities and the 

closure of many businesses. 

Tajeri Moghadam et al. (2020), in their research 

about the analysis of preventive measures to deal 

with the Corona in the rural areas of Dashtestan 

County, found that there is a significant 

relationship between the severity of the spread of 

the coronavirus and the severity of disease, mental 

norms, type of attitude, self-efficacy of villagers. 

Mohammadi and Rastgunjad (2018) investigated 

changes in the livelihood resilience of rural 

households in two periods of living in the city and 

migrating to villages in the Dezli Rural District of 

Sarvabad County with descriptive and analytical 

methods. They found that returning to the village, 

the level of resilience of people increased during 

the period of returning to the villages. Eftekhari et 

al. (2014) analyzed the role of livelihood diversity 

in the resilience of rural areas under drought in 

Isfahan Province. They stated that adopting the 

livelihood diversity approach has led to more 

resilience of households in drought conditions.  

 In the villages exposed to severe drought, this 

variety of livelihood is more visible. 

Janssens et al. (2021) investigated the impact of 

the corona outbreak on low-income households in 

rural areas of Kenya using a qualitative method. 

They asserted that income had reached a third of 

the amount before the coronavirus outbreak. 

Although villagers have yet to sell their assets, 

there were strategies such as receiving loans, 

delayed repayments, and avoiding lending money 

to other villagers. Generally, the most important 

strategy was to save more and consume less, 

which has led to a drop in social support for 

households. 

Kansiime et al. (2021) analyzed the consequences 

of Covid-19 on household income and food 

security in Kenya and Uganda using a 

quantitative-qualitative method. They found that a 

common fraction of the respondents suffered an 

income shock due to the Covid-19 crisis. In 

addition, food security and diet quality, measured 

by the food insecurity experience and the number 

of nutritious meals, have decreased. 

Liu et al. (2020) studied the effects of resettlement 

related to natural hazards on the livelihood 

resilience of rural households in China using a 

descriptive-analytical method. They concluded 

that the re-settlement of vulnerable households 
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has yet to be able to increase their resilience 

compared to the households that have withdrawn 

from the re-settlement project. Livelihood 

resilience has been measured in the form of three 

indicators: adaptation and coping capacity, self-

organization and learning capacity. 

3. Research Methodology 
3.1 Geographical Scope of the Research 

Sarvabad County covers an area of 1168.4 square 

kilometers, and it is located in the southwest of 

Kurdistan Province. This county is adjacent to 

Marivan County from the north, Iraq from the 

northwest, Kermanshah Province from the west 

and south, and Sanandaj County from the east. 

According to the latest political divisions of the 

country, until the end of 2016, this region has 

Central and Oraman Districts, two cities named 

Sarovabad and Oraman Takht, and eight rural 

districts and 74 inhabited villages.    

Oraman District, with 14 villages, has 3707 

households and about 14269 people. This district 

is located 75 km southeast of Marivan County and 

170 km southwest of Sanandaj, the capital of 

Kurdistan Province. 

 

 
Figure 6. Geographical map of the research area 

 

3.2. Methodology 
This research is applied in terms of purpose. Also, 

it is a descriptive-analytical study in terms of 

method, and the survey method (based on the 

distribution of questionnaires, interviews and 

observations) was used for data collocation. The 

geographical territory of this study was rural areas 

of the central part of Oraman County, which was 

conducted in the second half of 1400 (S.H). In this 

study, the independent variable is the Covid-19 

pandemic, and the dependent variable is the 

livelihood resilience of rural households in 

Oraman District of Sarvabad County. The 

statistical communities of the research include 

three groups of local people, officials and 

scientific experts of the region. According to the 

general population and housing census of 

Sarvabad County in 2016, Oraman District has 

3707 households in the form of 10 villages (Iran 

Statistics Center, 2016). Therefore, the population 

of the study was 5390 people, and the statistical 

sample size was determined to be 358 households. 

However, due to time and economic constraints, 

300 households were determined as the sample 

size based on the corrected Cochran formula. 
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Moreover, because of difficulties in the 

accessibility of the villages, just five villages were 

selected as sample villages and classified based on 

their population. The villages are classified into 

three groups: high population (more than 501 

people), medium population (301 to 500 people) 

and low population (less than 300 people) and the 

number of questionnaires were designated based 

on the number of villages in each group. The 

selection of sample villages in each class was 

random. Finally, the questionnaires were 

randomly distributed among the villagers. 

 
Table 2. Distribution of questionnaires in the district and selected villages 

Population classes Selected villages The number of assigned questionnaires 

Low population Veysian - Ri Vari 35 

Medium population  Nav- Bolbar 115 

High population Selin - Nevin 150 

Total 5 300 

 

The second group of respondents were selected 

through purposive sampling. There are 18 

officials (chief executive administrative in county 

and district, village councils, agriculture 

department, health and treatment, cultural 

heritage, tourism and handicrafts, and rural 

cooperatives of the county). The third group 

consisted of academic experts, 12 people from the 

fields of geography and rural planning, tourism, 

agriculture and development sociology. The 

validity of the measurement tool was examined by 

academic experts related to rural development. 

Twenty-five questionnaires were used as a pre-

test. Cronbach's alpha coefficient calculated the 

reliability, and the value of this coefficient was 

0.79, which is acceptable. Figure 7 illustrates the 

approaches used in this research, and Table 3 lists 

the research indicators. 

 

 
Figure 7. Approaches and principles for indicators of livelihood resilience of villagers after Corona based on the 

crisis management and sustainable livelihood framework 



Vol.12                        Assessment and analyzing the effects of … / Mohammadi   & Moradi 

 

    

27 
 

 

Table 3. Measuring the livelihood resilience of villagers after the Covid pandemic 

Sources: Mohammadi & Manochehri, 2018, Taleshi & Akhlaghi, 2019, Motiee Langroodi et al., 2019; Jia et, 2021; 

Alinovi et al, 2011 
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Satisfaction with the effective actions of the officials for providing the necessary supplies, social and health 

effects of the Covid-19 pandemic, effective coordination of the targeted organizations, awareness and local self-

organization, the cooperation of locals and officials, the existence of collective savings funds in the village to 

help the villagers, getting new jobs to unemployed villagers, insurance support for villagers, the ability of 

villagers to return to their pre-Corona jobs, the ability to rely on the jobs before the crisis (income security and 

stability), the unemployment rate, the income rate, the savings rate, the ability to receive and repay loans, 

appropriate amount of loans, the existence of a comprehensive management plan for emergency situations, the 

adequacy of essential health and welfare services (basic needs), support for vulnerable groups, providing training 

at the right time and place, the situation women's jobs related to tourism activities, conflicts and social and 

individual conflicts (reversed), financial assistance of villagers to each other, interruption in development 

projects of villages, nutritional status, ability to meet household expenses, satisfaction with the education of 

students, the amount of agricultural and livestock production, control of prices (no inflation). 
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 Training of villagers by public institutions (economic and environmental training) to manage the crisis situation, 

the existence of a plan to deal with crises, the reaction and performance of organizations and people in times of 

crisis, understanding the importance of the support of non-governmental associations, social capital and 

solidarity, the existence of alternative job opportunities with economic diversity in the region, relationship 

between officials and locals, locals’ trust in officials to crisis control, appropriate social security services in the 

village, collaborative process of developing and solving crises in the region, the existence of a pragmatic crisis 

management framework, desirability of communication, health, welfare and service infrastructures (justice in 

distribution and access), having assets outside the village, having a reconstruction program in the post-corona 

(especially tourism as the focus of rural development in the region), stabilization of the population and no 

movement, natural resources, guaranteed purchase of manufactured products and no intermediaries, use the 

lesson learned and make the best practice to face future crises, programs and measures for poverty alleviation 

and job creation, emphasizing on prevention and adaptation (not actions after the crisis) among people and 

officials. 

 

4. Research Findings   
Assessing the confrontation ability of the 

livelihood situation against the corona pandemic 

Table 4 shows a brief of answers given for the 

capacity, coping power and reconstruction of the 

villagers of Oraman District. The results 

confirmed that all measured variables are 

significant at an alpha level of less than 0.05, 

which implies that villagers had almost same 

ideas regarding the current situation (pandemic 

conditions). 

In virtually all variables, the average value is 

lower than the medium (3), which implies the 

severity of the pandemic's negative impact on the 

villagers' livelihood capital. 

The lowest calculated average, or the most 

unfavorable variable, belongs to the control of 

prices (no inflation). After the pandemic, the 

country experienced price growth due to 

economic chaos and inefficient economic 

management, which left the most damaging and 

difficult effects on vulnerable rural groups. The 

rampant inflation, even before the pandemic, 

made it difficult for the villager to earn enough 

livelihood. As a result, livelihood had greatly 

reduced when the recession was combined with 

the pandemic. 

Three critical economic indicators, namely the 

amount of income, the unemployment status and 

the amount of savings of the villagers, can be 

critical to creating the capacity to deal with crises 

in villagers' livelihood. The value of these three 

indicators is calculated at 2.63, 2.73 and 2.42, 

respectively, with a mode of 2, which suggests 

their status is adequate in the region's villages. In 

fact, the pandemic has dramatically impacted the 

reduction in access to financial capital to provide 

livelihood and support for the villagers. In 

addition, quarantine and continuous closures have 

deteriorated these indicators. In the studied area, 

job opportunities are very limited, and the young 

population mainly chooses to migrate to big cities 

for employment. 
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Two variables are crucial in employment and 

creating and improving coping strategies for rural 

households. First, the ability of villagers to return 

to their pre-Corona jobs is calculated at 3.34, 

which suggests the relative ability of rural 

workers to return to their former jobs. On the 

contrary, the ability to rely on the jobs before the 

crisis is calculated at 2.53, and the mode of the 

responses is 2, which shows the low resistance of 

existing businesses against the crises (corona 

outbreak). Therefore, in addition to the slightly 

adverse employment situation in villages, there 

needs to be a satisfying state in the quality and 

stability of employment. As a result, the return of 

the villagers to their previous jobs needs to 

improve their coping ability to keep their 

livelihoods against crises, especially in Corona. 

The dominant employment form in Oraman 

District is limited agriculture, which has low 

profitability and hidden unemployment. 

Moreover, their tourism activities are in a chaotic 

situation due to a lack of proper management. 

Therefore, the unemployment problem is 

fundamental and is not limited to the period of the 

pandemic.  

Funding and giving away loans to create jobs is 

one of the strategies considered worldwide, 

especially for vulnerable groups in the pandemic. 

When done well quantitatively and qualitatively, 

the booster financial resources can improve the 

ability and coping capacity of livelihood in a 

satisfactory way. We analyzed the state of giving 

away financial resources through loans in the 

study area by two variables, the ability to receive 

and repay loans and the appropriate amount of 

loans. Accordingly, the means were 2.66 and 

2.75, respectively, which indicates the 

unacceptable condition of the loans for the 

villagers, the way of payment and the ability of 

the villagers to receive them. Administrative 

bureaucracy makes the villagers dismiss taking 

loans and even if they get around to the final 

stages, asking for guarantees will prevent them 

from receiving a loan. Banks that only accept 

villager's guarantee documents easily. Also, 

because of the severe inflation and growth of 

prices, the current amount of loans needs to be 

more robust and appropriate. 

A key measure in crisis management is to 

improve social resilience and the status of support 

for vulnerable groups in the population. This 

variable was calculated at 2.53, which shows the 

lack of support for vulnerable groups in the 

studied rural areas. Failure to support the 

valuableness group is detrimental to social 

resilience. 

A variable which shows the employment and 

income outcome is the ability to meet household 

expenses. The response to this variable was 2.59, 

implying the corona outbreak's negative impact on 

the ability to meet household expenses. This 

situation is because of a mix of reasons, including 

the increase in unemployment (mainly tourism) 

and the decrease in income due to frequent 

closures, lack of proper support, and decreased 

income and job opportunities. 

A coping and resilient solution is to provide 

insurance support for vulnerable villagers. The 

support after the pandemic for rural households in 

the region can be adequate because activities like 

tourism as a good source of income for rural 

households have shut down, and the consumption 

of agricultural products and their purchase has 

decreased. Therefore, it goes without saying that 

insurance and special protections for villagers 

were not taken into account, so there is a decrease 

in household income and losses for farmers. 

The direct sale of products by villagers will 

increase profitability and motivation to work, 

hence the income and savings of the villagers. 

This solution can be effective for the coping 

capacity of villagers' livelihood. The value for this 

variable was calculated at 2.58, so the situation of 

direct sales of agricultural and produce products 

of the villagers in the region has decreased. The 

main reasons for avoiding direct selling were the 

closure of tourism activities, the need for more 

tourists, the decrease in consumption along with 

the increase in the price of manufactured 

products. 

Another variable affected by tourism potential is 

the employment level of rural females after the 

pandemic. These women, who had gradually 

engaged with tourism slower than men, suffered 

greatly and lost their businesses (the average 

value for this variable is 2.20, and the mode of 

response is 1, a very unfavorable situation). As a 

result, the resilience of tourism businesses in the 

region is very low. 
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Table 4. Assessment of confrontation and rebuilding after the corona pandemic in the study area 

Impact χ2 
Significance 

level 
Mode Mean Variables Row 

Negative 45.2 0.00 1 2.51 

Satisfaction with the effective actions of the officials in 

providing the necessary supplies, social and health 

effects of the Covid-19 pandemic, 

1 

Negative 35.7 0.00 1 58.2 
Effective coordination of the targeted organizations, 

awareness and local self-organization 
2 

Relatively 

positive 
51.3 0.011 3 3.23 Cooperation of locals and officials 3 

Negative 22.7 0.27 2 2.91 
Existence of collective savings funds in the village to 

help the villagers 
4 

Negative 26.8 0.017 2 74.2 Getting new jobs by unemployed villagers 5 

Negative 60.0 0.00 1 2.49 Insurance support for villagers 6 

Relatively 

positive 
57.1 0.047 3 3.34 

The ability of villagers to return to their pre-Corona 

jobs 
7 

Negative 71.6 0.00 2 2.53 
Ability to rely on the jobs before the crisis (income 

security and stability) 
8 

Negative 103.3 0.00 1 2.44 
Understanding the importance of the support of non-

governmental associations 
9 

Negative 73.8 0.04 1 74.2 Unemployment rate  10 

Negative 77.2 0.00 2 2.63 Income rate 11 

Negative 120.8 0.00 2 2.42 Savings rate 12 

Negative 89.3 0.00 2 2.66 Ability to receive and repay loans 13 

Negative 85.3 0.00 2 2.75 Appropriate amount of loans 14 

Negative 72.5 0.00 1 2.53 Existence of a comprehensive management plan for  15 

Negative 56.5 0.33 2 3.13 
Adequacy of essential health and welfare services 

(basic needs) 
16 

Negative 136.0 0.00 1 2.35 Support for vulnerable groups 17 

Negative 103.3 0.042 3 3.31 Providing training at the right time and place 18 

Negative 54.4 0.024 1 2.58  Selling products directly by villagers 19 

Negative 143.2 0.00 1 2.20 Affecting the jobs of females in tourism 20 

Relatively 

positive 
108.9 0.014 4 3.44 Social and individual conflicts (reversed) 21 

Negative 58.9 0.002 2 2.88 Financial assistance of villagers to each other  22 

Negative 62.3 0.001 2 2.85 Interruption in development projects of villages 23 

Negative 57.6 0.00 2 2.79 Nutritional status 24 

Negative 67.8 0.00 1 2.59 Ability to meet household expenses,  25 

Negative 92.8 0.00 1 2.36 Amount of agricultural and livestock production 26 

Negative 198.9 0.00 1 2.02 Control the prices (no inflation) 27 

Relatively 

positive 
104.9 0.017 3 3.12 Satisfaction with the education of students 28 

 

Assessing the ability to adapt to the corona 

pandemic 

Table 5 shows the analysis of the responses 

related to the ability to adapt after the Corona 

pandemic of the villagers of Oraman District. All 

calculated variables were significant at the level 

of 0.05. 

The lowest averages were 2.21 and 2.25 for the 

variable "emphasizing on prevention and 

adaptation (not actions after the crisis) among 

people and officials" and "Training of villagers by 

public institutions (economic and environmental 

training) to manage the crisis situation." This 

situation implies that local development and 

social management have yet to be a compatible 
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perspective based on promoting capacities and 

preventive activities against all kinds of human 

and natural crises. In fact, the traditional 

perspective of crisis management is the dominant 

approach. In this approach, management happens 

after the crisis, and they take action to deal with 

the issue. Therefore, there was no necessary 

preparation to deal with the onset crisis (corona) 

in the study area. In crisis management today, 

capacity building through education is the key to 

sustainable solutions for increasing resilience and 

long-term individual and social adaptation. In the 

study area, there was no training for critical 

situations in general, specifically for the corona 

pandemic. 

The responses to the variable of increasing the 

experience of dealing with crises showed a low 

average of 2.24 for the mode of the option (1). 

Also, for the variable of using the lesson learned 

and the best practice to face future crises, the 

mode of response was an option (2) with a low 

effect. The low impact of these variables shows 

that even in the ongoing pandemic, respondents 

believe that the experience has yet to be used for 

better planning in future.  

One of the most important variables in the 

discussion of resilience in both confrontation and 

adaptation stages is the state of social capital and 

solidarity of local people. Like an invisible 

stimulus, social capital promotes the speed of 

activities, coordination and networking between 

different elements. Therefore, the appropriate 

level of social capital, especially in rural areas 

where there are structural, infrastructural and 

financial shortages, is a vital livelihood asset. The 

average value of this variable was calculated at 

3.61 in the studied villages, which indicates a 

relatively good level of social capital and 

solidarity. 

 Diversity of livelihood resources based on job 

opportunities is an important policy that 

overcomes vulnerability and instability, leading to 

the sustainability of livelihood and long-term 

resilience. The variety of jobs and the existence of 

job opportunities can; Increase the level of rural 

households' access to financial capital, which 

itself strengthens the level of other livelihood 

capitals. However, the responses showed that the 

existence of diverse job opportunities in the 

region has a low average of 2.47. Job 

opportunities in the studied area are limited 

because of the traditional structure of agriculture, 

limited access to agricultural land, intermediaries 

in selling horticultural products and lack of food 

processing, low skill level human resources, and 

the lack of sustainable development of tourism 

and seasonal tourism. Tourism in the region was 

almost in complete stagnation and closure, and 

there was no alternative activity at the village 

level for the active workforce. 

The existence of dominant poverty in rural areas 

worsens their vulnerability to crises such as 

Corona pandemic. Implementing economic 

development and job creation programs has been 

a development policy in rural areas to alleviate 

poverty. Also, the access of the villagers to 

financial capital was greatly reduced after the 

pandemic due to stagnation. The average value of 

economic development programs at the regional 

level was calculated at 2.79, which indicates the 

inappropriate state of policymaking and adaptive 

measures in the livelihood capability of rural 

households. 

Although a dam construction or investments in 

tourism have taken place, none of these projects 

has benefited the region's rural residents. 

 The required physical infrastructure is another 

livelihood capital in rural areas as the basis for 

creating justice and strengthening social capital 

and a prerequisite for rural economic activities. 

The necessity of access to communication 

infrastructure, health and services was doubled 

after the pandemic for isolated rural areas. The 

variable of the desirability of communication, 

health, welfare and service infrastructures (justice 

in distribution and access) in the studied rural 

areas was assessed as inappropriate, with an 

average of 2.78.   

Two variables of the relationship between 

officials and locals and locals' trust in officials to 

crisis control had low averages of 2.33 and 2.50, 

respectively. These values show that the local 

people do not have a proper relationship with the 

officials and have lost trust in them. 

The gap in trust becomes deeper because of 

accountability issues to reduce the pressure of the 

Corona crisis, especially in the livelihood of this 

region. 

Another important source of livelihood in rural 

areas, which has a decisive impact on the 

livelihood resilience of villagers, is the state of the 

natural resources of the rural environment. This 
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variable was calculated at 3.89, which shows the 

appropriate natural capacity of the study area. 

Although agricultural lands in the Oraman region 

face shortages and deficiencies due to the extreme 

unevenness and the topography, other capabilities, 

such as access to running water sources and 

permanent rivers, unique nature the potential of 

horticulture and tourism to the villages, can be 

used in each of these capacities in order to 

strengthen the livelihood capital. However, this 

has not been deployed in the study area. 

Participatory development as a global approach to 

rural and modern crisis management is suitable 

for this region. Solving crises with the people and 

by the people, and for the people can overcome 

marginalization. However, this variable has a low 

average of 2.63, indicating a centralized view of 

the development and management of the Corona 

crisis at the regional level. This perspective has 

caused neglect of locals' problems, and as a result, 

the damage to the livelihood is greatly increased 

in the studied area.   

The variable of plans to deal with crises, in 

addition to the reaction of public organizations in 

crises, was calculated at 2.25 with the mode of the 

option (1), which is low and indicates 

inconsistency, lack of coordination and speed of 

reaction to the event in the region. During the 

outbreak of Corona, only health institutions were 

active in the region to some extent, and other 

organizations related to the state of livelihood and 

psychological and social issues were not so active 

in dealing with the crisis.  

The last stage of crisis management is post-crisis 

reconstruction. The variable of having a 

reconstruction program in the post-corona 

(especially tourism as the focus of rural 

development in the region) had an average of 

2.45. This value confirms the regional planners' 

lack of attention to rebuilding and developing the 

local community's capacity after the Corona crisis. 

Tourism, as the most important business in the 

region, has been seriously damaged by the spread 

of Corona. In the post-corona period, when the 

demand for travel to the region is increasing, the 

existence of supportive programs and the 

promotion of tourism capacities could quickly 

compensate for the damages in the region. 

However, these programs were absent in the 

studied area. 

Maintaining the population in rural areas and the 

lack of migration is essential because allocating 

services and resources becomes optimal in places 

with a specific population threshold. Although 

there is no generality about it, it is expected that in 

the face of natural and human crises, more 

populated villages have more resistance and 

adaptability than less populated villages. 

Examining this situation at the regional level 

shows that the surveyed villages are faced with 

population migration (calculated average of 2.65), 

which continues due to the lack of access to job 

opportunities and the difficulty of livelihood at the 

village level 

 
Table 5. Assessment of the ability to adapt and rebuild after the crisis of the corona pandemic 

Situation χ2 
Significa

nce level 
Mode Mean Variables Row 

Negative 1.6 0.00 1 2.20 
Training of villagers by public institutions (economic and 

environmental training) to manage the crisis situation 

 

1 

Negative 1.4 0.00 1 2.25 
Existence of plans to deal with crises, reactions and 

performance of organizations and people in crises 
2 

Negative 78.2 0.00 2 2.41 Increasing experience to deal with crises 3 

Negative 1.4 0.00 1 2.23 
Understanding the importance of the support of non-

governmental associations 
4 

 Relatively 

suitable 
2.1 0.017 3 3.61 Social capital and solidarity,  5 

Negative 68.3 0.00 2 2.47 
Existence of alternative job opportunities with economic 

diversity in the region 
6 

Negative 79.6 0.00 1 2.50 Relationship between officials and locals 7 

Negative 1.2 0.00 2 2.33 Locals’ trust in officials to control crisis 8 

Negative 91.5 0.00 2 2.56 Appropriate social security services in the village 9 
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Situation χ2 
Significa

nce level 
Mode Mean Variables Row 

Negative 66.6 0.00 2 2.63 
Collaborative process of developing and solving crises in 

the region 
10 

Negative 79.7 0.00 2 2.57 Existence of a pragmatic crisis management framework 11 

Negative 74.3 0.011 2 2.78 
Desirability of communication, health, welfare and service 

infrastructures (justice in distribution and access) 
12 

Negative 92.1 0.00 2 2.53  Having assets outside the village 13 

Negative 1.06 0.00 2 2.45 

Having a reconstruction program in the post-corona 

(especially tourism as the focus of rural development in the 

region) 

14 

Negative 62.3 0.01 2 2.65 Stabilization of the population and no movement 15 

Suitable 3.60 0.09 4 3.89 Natural resources 16 

Negative 1.4 0.00 2 2.37 
Guaranteed purchase of manufactured products without 

intermediaries 
17 

Negative 1.1 0.005 2 2.79 
Programs and measures for poverty alleviation and job 

creation 
18 

Negative 95.9 0.00 2 2.82 
Using the lesson learned and the best practice to face future 

crises 
19 

Negative 3.1 0.00 2 27.2 
Emphasizing prevention and adaptation (not actions after 

the crisis) among people and officials 
20 

 

Table (6) shows the results of the t-test. Findings 

indicate that the average value for two measured 

dimensions of resilience, i.e., the ability to 

confront after the crisis and adapt after the crisis, 

are less than the optimal level (3), and calculated 

values are 2.73 and 2.62, respectively. In other 

words, the situation of confrontation activities and 

the adaptive capacity against the corona crisis 

were not at an inappropriate level. In general, the 

average of 2.67 at a significance level of 0.01 

shows the negative effect of the corona crisis on 

the livelihood resilience of the Oraman District of 

Sarvabad County villagers. In fact, it can be seen 

that the spread of the Coronavirus has severely 

damaged the livelihood of rural households due to 

the lack of access to assets, capacities and 

facilities. 

 
Table 6. Summarized results related to the situation of coping and adaptation to the Corona pandemic at the 

regional level 

Components 
Expected 

Value 

The 

difference 

from the 

optimal limit 

T 

value 
Significance 

Degree 

of 

freedom 

Mean 
95% confidence level 

Low High 

The ability to confront and 

rebuild after the corona 

pandemic 

3 -0.262 -5.46 0.00 329 2.73 -0.357 -0.168 

The ability to adapt and rebuild 

after the crisis of the corona 

pandemic 

3 -0.379 -5.99 0.00 329 2.62 -0.516 -0.243 

Resilience (sum) 3 -0.412 -6.94 0.01 329 2.67 -0.412 -0.230 
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Figure 8.  

 

 

 

 

 

Summarized results for the situation of coping and adaptation to the Corona pandemic at the regional level 

 

 

In the following, we used Pearson's correlation 

test to determine the adverse effect in the main 

dimensions of livelihood resilience of the villages 

in the region after the outbreak of Corona. The 

results, as illustrated in Table (7), suggest a direct, 

positive and significant relationship between the 

reduction of both dimensions of livelihood 

resilience and the overall livelihood resilience of 

the villagers. In other words, by reducing the 

value of each dimension, there has been a 

decrease in the desirability of another dimension, 

and the resilience of the villagers has also 

decreased. The ability to confront and rebuild 

after the corona pandemic had the highest 

correlation with the state of livelihood resilience. 

The variables related to this dimension, which 

require immediate, necessary and short-term 

measure, has been mostly related to the decreased 

livelihood resilience of the villagers. In fact, the 

surprising and uncertain nature of the pandemic 

made short-term and immediate measures 

challenging and ambiguous, hence the short-term 

livelihood vulnerability of the villagers. 

 
Table 7. Correlation of the main dimensions of resilience after the negative impact of the corona crisis in the region 

  
Livelihood 

resilience 

The ability to adapt and 

rebuild after the crisis of 

the corona pandemic 

The ability to confront 

and rebuild after the 

corona pandemic 

Livelihood resilience 

Pearson correlation 1 .520** .653** 

Significance  .000 .000 

Total 330 330 330 

The ability to adapt and 

rebuild after the crisis of 

the corona pandemic 

Pearson correlation .520** 1 .313** 

Significance .000  .000 

Total 330 330 330 

The ability to confront 

and rebuild after the 

corona pandemic 

Pearson correlation .653** .313** 1 

Significance .000 .000  

Total 330 330 330 

Significance at the level of 0.01 

 
 

5. Discussion and Conclusion This research aimed to answer the effect of the 

corona pandemic on the livelihood resilience of 
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the villagers in Oraman District of Sarvabad 

County. 

In order to answer this research question, 

livelihood resilience was operationalized and 

measured in two components. First, short-term 

activities to confront the pandemic and prevent 

the impact of its adverse livelihood effects. 

Second, relying on actions and capacities that 

provide long-term adaptability to crises. 

Two components gained averages of 2.63 and 

2.72 at a significance level of 0.01. Therefore, the 

livelihood resilience of the villagers in Oraman 

District is in a bad situation in both dimensions of 

confrontation and adaptation. This situation 

implies neither the short-term confronting ability 

nor long-term adaptation ability for the region's 

villagers. In other words, after the pandemic, the 

provision of the livelihood of the villagers and the 

access to their livelihood assets has been severely 

reduced as the period was expanded and economic 

closures and social limitations were continued. 

This issue shows the low level of capacities of the 

local people. Capacity building is a central goal 

and program of international development 

organizations to improve the damaged areas. In 

addition, Increasing the capacities in rural areas at 

the individual, social and organizational levels 

makes a strong society which returns to the 

previous situation at the minor damage in the 

quality and quantity of livelihood in the shortest 

possible time. Taking long-term activities such as 

education, social security and empowering the 

local community, we can easily manage human 

and natural hazards and not turn into a crisis. This 

way, the villagers can secure their livelihood so 

they can easily absorb the risks and react 

adequately. 

Also, the results showed that the variables in the 

adaptation dimension had the most significant 

impact on the poor livelihood resilience of the 

villagers against the Corona pandemic. The best 

solution for the resilience of rural areas is to 

overcome the existing deficiencies and 

weaknesses in a fundamental and structural way. 

Indeed, we can only hope to reduce the effects of 

the pandemic in the short term. However, the 

more this situation continues, the sooner the 

livelihood system of the villagers falls apart. 

Therefore, the optimal management in the crisis 

of the corona to improve the livelihood of 

villagers and other similar crises is to move 

towards adaptive measures that empower the local 

community and increase their individual, social 

and organizational capacities. Unfortunately, the 

programs implemented in Oraman District to 

increase adaptabilities are limited. In this region, 

the crisis management system is highly ineffective 

and based on old and outdated approaches to 

crisis management. 

The leading solution to improve the livelihood 

resilience of the villagers in the region against 

crises is to change the managerial perspective of 

crisis management from a traditional and passive 

approach to a new proactive approach. The 

suggested approach requires integrated 

management and is far from disorganization and 

disharmony of organizations in relation to locals 

and their participation. To this end, in addition to 

training development managers, there is a need to 

train locals and form a crisis management unit 

headquarters with effective performance, 

efficiency and up-to-date knowledge and 

awareness. Also, the empowerment of the rural 

poor of the region should continuously increase 

their capacities. 
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 .مقدمه1

ای بود که تقریباً تمام  یک شوک بزرگ و غیرمنتظره 19کوید  بحران  
به طور همزمان، تحت تأأیریر اأأرار داد. بنأأابرایم یأأک نمونأأه    را  دنیا

هأأای  ضعف .در سراسر جهان استمنحصر به فرد از یک شوک کلی  
 هأأای مأأدماتی ودر عرصأأه  های روستایی بأأه ویأأ همتعدد در عرصه

زیرسامتی و حمایت و تامیم اجتمأأاعی بأأا شأأیوه پانأأدمی کرونأأا و  
 تسلط دوران ارنطینه بیش از پیش، آشکار شد.  

بخش اورامان شهرستان سروآباد یکی از بخشهای استان کردسأأتان    
گیری کرونا و تداوم آن تا وضأأعیت کنأأونی،    در دوران همه  است که

است. با توجأأه بأأه مقصأأد گردشأأگری  کرده  هشرایط متفاوتی را تجرب
المللأأی، ارارگیأأری در مسأأیر  و بأأیم بودن ایم منطقه در عرصه ملی

نزدیکأأی بأأه مراکأأز تجمأأ    ارتباطی اسأأتان کردسأأتان و کرمانشأأاه،
کأأرر بومیأأان  ورود مسأأتمر و م کولبری استان و مرز با کشور عأأرا ،

ر بأأه  وهای اطراف و حتی؛ شهرستان دیگأأر کشأأ منطقه از شهرستان
ه  دلیل مروج نیروی کار روستاها به ایم منأأاطو و بازگشأأت آنهأأا بأأ 

روستاهای منطقه، اپیدمی کرونا به سرعت در منطقه گسترش یافت  
های سراسری، شرایط وی ه معیشأأتی در منطقأأه  و به دنبال ارنطینه
گیأأری  انی که تامیم معیشت آنها بواسطه همأأهشکل گرفت. روستائی
ول شد؛ به وی ه اینکأأه مأأروج نیأأروی کأأار  حکرونا به شدت، دچار ت

مهمتأأریم، راهبردهأأای تأأامیم  روسأأتا و گردشأأگری بأأه عنأأوان  
های معیشأأتی روسأأتائیان، دچأأار رکأأود گردیدنأأد. حأأال در  سرمایه

که وضعیت تأأامیم معیشأأت    پ وهش حاضر، مسئله اصلی، ایم است
  است؟  ه د وستائیان با بروز و تدوام پاندمی کرونا، دچار چه تغییراتی گردی ر 

 . مبانی نظری تحقیق2
شیوع کرونا یک شوک ناگهانی بود که بأأه دلیأأل فقأأدان تأأا  آوری  

گیر، پیچیده و در تمامی ابعاد زنأأدگی انسأأانی،  لازم، به بحرانی همه
گیری  جهتهندسه شوک که اشاره به نوع    شدنبا مطرح    .مبدل شد

جهان    یااتصاد  2008و شرایط پیش آمده به دنبال بحران ااتصادی  

که آنچه  نماید چرا  آوری ااتصادی را بسیار پررنگ میدارد، نقش تا 
شود، وسأأعت پاسأأخدهی،  تفاوت در ایجاد هندسه شوک را سبب می

 باشدمقابله و بازآفرینی نظام ااتصادی کشورهای مختلف می

ای  های سأأازگارانهاسترات ی آوری معیشتی،ا هسته اصلی رویکرد ت
هأأای وارده  و استرس  ا یا افراد در زمان شوکهاست که توسط مانوار

پذیری معیشتی، به ایم معنا  شان، اتخاذ می شود. انعطافبر معیشت
های معیشتی فردی و اجتماعی بکارگرفتأأه شأأده  است که استرات ی

های کوتاه مدت، ناگهأأانی و  توان مقابله با تاریرات فشارهای و شوک
 نمایدن میابلندمدت را برای افراد و اجتماعات آس

آوری، می توان دریافأأت کأأه؛ اأأدرت  های اصلی تا با بررسی هسته
مقابله که مبتنی بر اادامات کوتاه مدت با واوع بحران کرونا و حأأیم  

باشد و نیز، ظرفیت سازگاری که مبتنی بر اادامات بلندمأأدت  آن می
استای بازسازی معیشتی پس از بحران کرونا و حتی؛ در مرحلأأه  در ر
تأأوان بأأه  وا  ایم بحران و مبتنی بأأر پیشأأگیری اسأأت؛ مأأی  زابل ا

آوری معیشتی روستائیان با تداوم پاندمی کرونأأا  تا   بررسی وضعیت
ای  پردامت. در ایم میان، زمان؛ عامل مهمی به وی ه در بخش مقابله

وسأأتائیان اسأأت؛ چأأرا کأأه بایسأأتی، در  آوری معیشتی ربررسی تا 
ب و متناسأأب جهأأت جلأأوگیری از  سأأ تریم حالت، اادامات منابهینه

. در ایم میأأان، چگأأونگی  نزول سطح معیشت روستائیان انجام گیرد
بازگشت به روال عادی معیشت ابل از بیماری و یا حتی، اتخاذ یأأک  

کأأه    شیوه جدید تامیم معیشت مبتنی بر تداوم پاندمی کرونأأا اسأأت
 باشد.آوری معیشتی روستائیان میکننده، میزان تا تعییم

 روش تحقیق .3

تحلیلأأی    –تحقیو از لحاظ هدف، کاربردی، به لحاظ روش، توصیفی  
پیمایشأأی   -و از لحاظ گردآوری اطلاعات ترکیبأأی از روش اسأأنادی

است، المرو مکانی نواحی روستایی بخش مرکزی شهرستان اورامان  
را شامل می شأأود. متغیأأر   1400ماهه دوم سال  6ی و از لحاظ زمان

و متغیر وابسته تا  آوری   19ش، پاندمی کوویدهمستقل در ایم پ و

 :نویسندة مسئول . 

 یمحمد یدکتر سعد
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سأأتایی بخأأش اورامأأان شهرسأأتان سأأروآباد  معیشتی مانوارهأأای رو
جوام  آماری پأأ وهش را سأأه گأأروه، مأأردم   درنظرگرفته شده است.

دربأأر  ای و متخصصأأان علمأأی منطقأأه،  محلأأی، مسأأئولیم توسأأعه
ر  دگیرند. در راستای تعییم حجم نمونأأه از ایأأم جوامأأ  آمأأاری می

حجم نمونه آمأأاری  نفر(    5390بر اساس جمعیت)گروه مردم محلی، 
اما در گروه دوم، یعنی در    ،مانوار محاسبه گردید  358پ وهش برابر  

نفأأر از    18ای بأأه روش هدفمنأأد، تعأأداد  گأأروه مسأأئولیم توسأأعه
نفر    12مشتمل بر متخصصان علمی تعداد    در گروه سوم،و  مسئولیم 
 ریزی روستایی، گردشگری، کشاورزی وامهنهای جغرافیا و براز رشته

 جامعه شناسی توسعه، مشخص گردیدند
در جنو  غربی    لومترمرب یک  4/1168با مساحت    شهرستان سروآباد
  1400ایم شهرستان تا پایان سال  .  است  ارارگرفتهاستان کردستان  

هأأای سأأروآباد و  خش مرکزی و اورامان و دو شهر بأأه نأأامدارای دو ب
 رای سکنه بوده اسأأت.آبادی دا 74و هشت دهستان و    اورامان تخت

نفأأر    14269مانوار و حدود    3707روستا دارای  14بخش اورامان با  
کیلأأومتر جنأأو    170در  جمعیت، تاب  شهرستان سروآباد است که  
 ارد.  غربی مرکز استان کردستان)سنندج( ارار د

 های تحقیق.یافته4

ظرفیأأت، اأأدرت مقابلأأه و    اهای ارائه شده در ارتباط بأأ بررسی پاسخ
ها به وی ه بأأا شأأیوع  ان بخش اورامان، بعد از بحرانبازسازی روستائی

داری  پاندمی کرونا در تمامی متغیرهای مورد سنجش، سأأطح معنأأی
  ی اعتقأأادمحاسبه شده است و ایم امأأر، یکسأأان 0.05کمتر از آلفای 

روستائیان نسبت به وضعیت موجود)شرایط کرونأأایی( را نشأأان مأأی  
و  های ارائه شده در ارتباط با  توانایی سأأازگاری بررسی پاسخو    دهد

شیوع پاندمی کرونا روستائیان بخأأش اورامأأان،    بعد از بحران  انطبا 
های ارائه شده در تمامی متغیرهأأای مأأورد  نتایج استخراجی از پاسخ

محاسبه شده و ایأأم   0.05داری کمتر از آلفای طح معنیسنجش، س
   امر، نشان از اعتقاد یکسان روستائیان به وضعیت ابراز شده دارد.

ای، حاکی از  های ارائه شده در آزمون تی تک نمونهجمعبندی پاسخ
هأأای محاسأأبه شأأده بأأرای هأأر دو بعأأد  آن است که مقدار میانگیم

  بازسازی بعد از بحران مقابله وادرت آوری مورد سنجش، یعنی؛ تا 
شیوع پاندمی کرونا که بر ااأأدامات کوتأأاه مأأدت، مقطعأأی و فأأوری  

ها و بازگشت به روال عأأادی تاکیأأد دارد و بعأأد  جهت جبران آسیب
شیوع پاندمی کرونأأا کأأه بأأر    بعد از بحران  انطبا و  توانایی سازگاری  

ی  هأأای آتأأ نها در مواجهه با بحرااادامات بلندمدت و ارتقای ظرفیت
از حأأد مطلأأو ، برابأأر    0.001داری  دلالأأت دارد؛ در سأأطح معنأأی

های نامناسب  (، کمتر بوده و به ترتیب با محاسبه میانگیم3میانگیم)
درصأأد اظهأأار کأأرد کأأه   99توان با اطمینأأان می 2.62و  2.73برابر 

های سازگارانه در برابر  ای و جبرانی و ظرفیتوضعیت اادامات مقابله
یأأروس کرونأأا در منطقأأه مأأورد مطالعأأه در سأأطح  اشی از وبحران ن

است. در مجموع و حالأأت کلأأی هأأم، میأأانگیم  رضایت بخشی نبوده
نشان از اررگذاری    0.01داری  در سطح معنی  2.67محاسبه شده برابر

آوری معیشتی روسأأتائیان بخأأش  منفی بحران کرونا بر وضعیت تا 
 برد که معیشتپیتوان  میاورامان شهرستان سروآباد دارد. در واا ،  

هأأا،  مانوارهأأای روسأأتایی بواسأأطه ضأأعف در دسترسأأی بأأه دارایأأی
ها و امکانات مورد نیاز به شدت با شیوع و تدام کرونا آسأأیب  ظرفیت

 دیده است

 . بحث و نتیجه گیری5
آوری معیشتی روسأأتائیان در بخأأش  که وضعیت تا  نتایج نشان داد

و بعد مقابلأأه و سأأازگاری در  در هر د  اورامان در مقابل پاندمی کرونا،
دهأأد کأأه نأأه  وضعیت بسیار نامناسبی است. ایم وضعیت، نشان مأأی

مدت و نه توان سازگاری بلندمدت معیشأأتی بأأرای  توان مقابله کوتاه
، بأأه  19-روستائیان منطقه وجود ندارد. به بیانی دیگر با شیوع کووید

م معیشأأت  پأأذیری بأأالای معیشأأتی روسأأتائیان، تأأامیدلیل آسأأیب
شان به شأأدت،  های معیشتیروستائیان و به وی ه دسترسی به دارایی

و   کأأاهش یافتأأه و بأأا تأأداوم تسأألط ایأأم بیمأأاری و آرأأار ارنطینأأه
پأأذیری  های اجتماعی آن، آسأأیبهای ااتصادی و محدودیتتعطیلی

همچنیم نتایج نشان داد که  .  استمعیشتی روستائیان، افزایش یافته
ای بعد سازگاری، بیشتریم تاریر را در  ت متغیرهعدم مطلوبیت وضعی
آوری معیشتی روستائیان در برابر پاندمی کرونا  وضعیت نامناسب تا 

در ایم ارتباط، لازم به ذکر است که به واا ، بأأه دلیأأل     داشته است.
مشکلات متعدد نواحی روستایی و کمبودهای مختلف آنها در عرصه  

کأأه نتأأوان بأأه صأأورت  ا زمأأانی  ااتصادی، اجتماعی و زیرسامتی، تأأ 
های موجود، چیره شد و آن  ای و سامتاری به کمبودها و ضعفریشه

آوری معیشأأتی  تأأوان بأأه افأأزایش اأأدرت تأأا را از بأأیم بأأرد، نمأأی
 ، امیدوار بود.روستائیان
آوری معیشتی؛ بخش اورامأان شهرسأتان پاندمی کرونا؛ تا   ها:کلیدواژه
 سروآباد.

 تشکر و قدردانی
علمأأی    فعالیأأت لحاصأأ  و هشأأتندا مأأالی میحأأا حاضأأر پأأ وهش

 .است ندگاننویس
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Abstract  
Purpose- The administration and policy-making have long been a principle to impact the sustainable development of 

rural areas. One of the most critical factors that ensure the achievement of an organization's goals is the structure design 

of the organization. The present research examines the influential factors in the organizational structure of rural 

development management in Guilan Province. The study analyzed the role of rural governance indicators and inter-

organizational coordination in realizing the coordinated management of rural development. Ultimately, it proposed an 

executive strategy to realize the coordinated management of rural development planning in Guilan Province . 
Design/methodology/approach- Based on Morgan's table, a sample size of 81 individuals with roles like specialist, 

expert, manager and employee of different organizations in Giulan Province, professors and graduate students of 

geography and rural planning were randomly and systematically selected. Data collection was done using a researcher-

made questionnaire. The professors confirmed the validity of the questionnaire, and the reliability was determined with 

Cronbach's alpha, with a value of 0.82  . 
Finding- This research is an applied study in terms of the purpose; In terms of nature, it is descriptive-analytical and 

quantitative-qualitative in terms of methodology. The data obtained from 37 items were analyzed using SPSS statistical 

software to provide solutions based on seven leading indicators of rural governance and five indicators of inter-

organizational coordination. The research findings show that the model based on rural governance indicators and inter-

organizational coordination mainly consists of coordinating, obliging and responsive indicators to realize the coordinated 

management of rural development planning  . 
Practical implications- To this end, the establishment of a "coordinated management council for rural development 

planning of Giulan Province under the supervision of the governor” is proposed . 
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1. Introduction 
 ural geography is a geographical field 

that investigates contemporary social 

and economic phenomena in rural areas. 

Over 30 years of history, rural geography 

has produced research theories and methods by a 

large group of researchers. Social space is a 

common topic in this field, focusing on social 

conflicts, relations between humans and nature, 

demographic changes, etc. Also, an important issue 

for rural geography is the definition of "rural 

areas". According to the literature, in various 

definitions, the rural area is a physical, social or 

economic space. Therefore, this confirms that there 

is no single definition of this space. However, in a 

more traditional and accepted definition, a rural 

area is a physical space with relatively low 

population density, scattered settlements and 

extensive land use (Bansky, 2002). 

 Rural areas play an essential role in national 

development because the sustainable development 

of the land depends on the stability of the rural 

system as a subsystem of the regional and national 

land systems. Moreover, the consequences of a 

failure in the development of rural spaces will not 

be restricted to rural areas; instead, it will include 

urban areas and a region (Jahan al-Dini et al., 

2022).  

In recent years, the emergence of new forms of 

governance in rural areas has led to new research 

topics in rural studies. One of the main factors of 

these changes is the increasing involvement of 

local citizens in economic, social and 

environmental strategies. Non-political local, 

national and international actors have also become 

an integral part of this transformation, and the new 

arrangements have created new spaces for different 

and new types of power (Molaei Hashjin & Haj 

Alizadeh, 2018)    

In Iran, the government had to submit the bill to 

appoint the organizations for the "Government's 

obligation for balanced rural development" to the 

parliament within three months. While after more 

than a decade, it has not taken an executive form, 

and the villages still face many problems due to the 

lack of responsible organizations. Due to the 

current sectoral and centralized planning system, 

executive entities design and implement their plans 

without coordinating with other organizations. As 

a result, the programs neither prioritize the 

villagers' needs nor are there not field evaluations 

for their performance and effectiveness. More 

delay in organizing the country's rural development 

affairs and forming a powerful organization 

imposes a massive cost on the country regarding 

financial irregularities and waste of public 

resources. (Islamic Parliament Research Center of 

Iran, 2016).  

The country's administrative system structure 

makes organizations rely on one another and carry 

out many activities with cooperation. When this 

inter-organizational coordination does not occur or 

is delayed, the outcome will not be achieved, or the 

outcome will not be completed or satisfactory. 

Therefore, we cannot correctly analyze rural 

management on the micro-scale unless the macro 

scales of decision-making are investigated. There 

is also a middle level of changes and 

transformations of the organizational structure 

related to the rural society of Iran, which is 

connected to the macrostructure and surrounds the 

society.    

Management in the real sense does not exist in the 

country's rural management system at the lower 

levels because the management system needs 

arbitrary powers and tools, which delegate 

authority to higher levels and creates 

decentralization of the system. An overview of the 

previous studies suggests that rural development 

management's primary issue is solving structural, 

institutional and organizational problems.  

More than 30 executive institutions, 

administrations and organizations are directly 

related to the villages and provide services to the 

villagers. A coordinating department between 

these organizations is still being determined. 

However, at least in underprivileged provinces far 

from the center, including Guilan Province, we 

know there is no coordination among 

organizations. Because each organization and 

executive provide their services separately, there is 

practically no coordination between them. 

Management, like other sciences, uses an ever-

changing stock of knowledge. Therefore, strategic 

management is necessary for success in any 

organization. So which device should be the 

strategic planner of other executives of rural 

management? 

The Department of Environment, Forestry, 

Rangeland and Watershed Organization, Ministry 

of Agriculture Jahad, Housing Foundation of 

Islamic Revolution, the Deputy of Rural 

R 
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Development, Ministry of Cultural Heritage, 

Handicrafts and Tourism, Law Enforcement Force 

Office, Ministry of Interior are among 

organizations related to rural affairs. The number 

of organizations in the public sector can be a 

strength. Nonetheless, a challenge has been created 

for rural management in the country due to parallel 

duties, confusion in the scope of authority, and the 

need for horizontal communication between 

different organizations. (figure 1).

 

 
 FIGURE 1. The executive and political process of rural affairs in five organizations related to rural management 

in Guilan Province 

 

In this situation, there are many decision-makers 

and policymakers in the management of rural 

development. As a result, there is a sector and 

program-oriented view, which makes it impossible to 

expect significant progress in rural development. The 

formation of rural councils and institutions is due to the 

multiple tasks and lack of accurate, correct and timely 

implementation of rural projects. 

Some of the challenges of the rural management of 

Guilan Province are as follows: 

1. Absence of a common and coordinated point of 

view in the operationalization of up-scaled plans 

in the rural area. 

2. Imbalance of development (social, economic, 

infrastructure) of rural and urban areas 

3. Lack of integrated and coordinated management 

between the executive administrations and the 

existence of interference and parallel work. 

4. The low level of knowledge of rural management 

in the village's executive structure and local 

management and the lack of training to improve 

the knowledge. 

5. Absence of comprehensive, integrated, 

coordinated and centralized rural statistics and 

information system in Guilan Governorship. 

6. Weakness of online information network, efficient 

and effective new technologies in rural areas such 

as agriculture, livestock, education, handicrafts 

and rural products, as well as publicizing 

successful plans and projects for Commercial and 

manufacturing. 
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7. Unbalanced distribution of financial resources and 

capital in rural areas. 

8. Lack of attention to villages with a population of 

fewer than 20 households as the most vulnerable 

areas. 

9. Lack of traditional architectural patterns 

appropriate to the climate of rural areas. 

Migration of land grabbers and non-native people 

from other provinces and the destruction of 

natural resources and landscape  

10. Lack of plans and programs for the rural heritage 

of the province (sports, music, clothing, 

traditions, etc.). 

The Deputy of the Islamic Parliament Research Center 

investigated some basic tasks in the macro strategy 

documents, the permanent laws and the Sixth 

Development Plan for rural development. In addition, 

this center reported the occurrence of delays, violations 

and fundamental omissions by the institutions (2021), 

which is another evidence of the problems and 

challenges in rural development management in 

Guilan Province. Some part of the report is as follows: 

1. The complaints of the administrative 

organization from the implementation of the 

task of part "3" paragraph "b" of article (27) of 

the law of the sixth plan in the management of 

rural and nomadic areas. 

2. The omission of the Planning and Budget 

Organization in clarifying the budgets related to 

rural and nomadic affairs, contrary to part "2" of 

paragraph "a" of the article (27) in the law of the 

sixth development plan. 

3. The omission of the government (Ministry of 

Economic Affairs and Finance) to reduce the 

duration of issuing permits for village economic 

enterprises to a maximum of 15 days, despite 

the stipulation of Part "3" Clause "A" of Article 

(27) in the Law of the Sixth Development Plan. 

 4. The omission of the Minister of Agriculture 

from acting on Articles (1) and (2) of the Law 

on the Formation of the Ministry of Agriculture 

approved on 27/12/2000 SH. 

 5. Illegal act against the law by the vice president 

in appointing the trustees of village affairs in the 

form of a circular letter. 

 6. Violation of the Supreme Administrative 

Council in the implementation of Part "3", 

Clause (B) of Article (27) in the Law of the 

Sixth Plan on the Integration of Agricultural, 

Rural and Nomadic Affairs.  

At the end of the investigation of the deputy of the 

Islamic Parliament Research Center, some points were 

asserted as follows: The examination of the 

performance of the government regarding the tasks 

related to rural and nomadic development in the 

macro strategies, permanent laws and the law of the 

sixth development plan, significantly articles (26) 

and (27), showed that for most of the tasks, no 

appropriate implementation acts had been taken. 

On the other hand, sometimes executive bodies 

have issued rules that are against the approved 

laws. Some of the most important tasks related to 

the law of the sixth development plan, which the 

government has not taken, will be noted in 2 

separate sections under the headings of "omission" 

and "diversion and violations". 

Regarding the reform of the organizational 

structure for rural development, management is 

pivotal in the country's management of the law. 

This research aimed to provide a suitable model 

based on rural governance indicators and inter-

organizational coordination to realize the 

coordinated management of rural development 

planning in Guilan Province. The study results 

provide the basis for the progress and development 

of villages with scientific planning in creating 

coordination between rural service organizations, 

which is obtained by reorganising executive 

departments of Guilan Governorship.  

2. Research Theoretical Literature 
Comparing the conceptual, operational, traditional and 

experimental literature suggests that for strategic 

planning for coordination, merely theoretical research 

should be replaced with a combined plan. This plan 

can accelerate the actions and facilitate inter-

organizational coordination and rural governance to 

achieve the goals of the rural development vision plan 

in Guilan Province. To this end, deploying efficient, 

result-oriented coordinator managers is a must. Poor 

coordination and parallel work have made it 

challenging to divide tasks between the managers, 

which leads to inconsistency and lack of responsibility. 

"integration of rural development management" has 

been long studied by researchers, and a brief of them is 

listed and explained in Tables 1, 2 and 3. The idea of 

forming a "Ministry of Nomadic and Rural Affairs" is 

dominant among academic researchers. However, our 

study tries to investigate the issue of coordination 

between institutions and organizations in charge of 

rural affairs according to the existing conditions and 

management structures of the country and Guilan 
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Province. We use the combined concepts of rural 

governance and inter-organizational coordination.  

 

 

 

 

 

Table 1. The strategic plan for the transformation of the administrative system according to the concepts of good 

rural governance 

Source: Karegar Shorki, 2006: 190 
Row The title of the strategic plan Concepts and main components Rural good governance concepts 

1 
Making appropriate size for 

the government 

Outsourcing the activities 

Partnership with the non-governmental sector 

Creating a database for information and 

statistics of the administrative system  

Participation 

Consensus (group decision-making) 

2 
Transformation in 

organizational structure 

Consolidation of the provincial units 

Transfer of duties and delegation of authority 

Organizational reforms 

Participation 

3 
Transformation in 

management systems 

Performance evaluation system 

Administrative system improvement against 

corruption 

Clear rules for appointing and changing 

managers 

Responsiveness 

Responsibility 

4 
Transformation in recruitment 

systems 

Contractual employment 

Occupational support promotion plan 

Recruiting and maintaining high-educated 

human resources 

Recruitment facility 

The central role of the law 

5 
Training and improvement of 

human resources 

New system of training employees and 

managers 

New employee evaluation system 

Recruitment test 

Participation  

Community building 

6 

Process improvement for 

administrative technology 

development 

Digital government 

Creating a website 

Information technology training 

Simplifying processes 

Establishment of quality management systems 

Standardization of services 

Organization of official spaces 

Responsiveness 

Accountability 

7 Protecting the dignity 

Informing 

Documenting and modifying work practice 

Asking people’s opinion 

Using Interactive voice response 

Transparency 

Accountability 

 

Table 2. Theoretical foundations of inter-organizational coordination 

Source: Bigdelo & Rahnavard, 2017; Mulford, 1979; Jennings, 1994; Sidman & Gilmour, 1986; Jennings & Ewalt, 

1998; Wood, 2010; Ahsan, 2010; Singh, 2011; Salmon et al., 2011; Ogulin et al., 2012. 

Row Source: Factors affecting inter-organizational coordination 

1 Mulford (1979) 

1) Managers' positive attitude 2) Organizations having similar and common interests 3) 

Understanding that coordination is necessary 4) Managers' awareness of their 

organization's dependence on others 5) Geographical proximity of organizations 

2 Jennings (1994) 

1) technical issues 2) ineffective communication 3) different priorities of the 

organizations 4) regarding coordination to be not compelling on performance 5) lack of 

motivation 6) rudimentary support 7) lack of some boundaries 

3 Sidman & Gilmour (1986) 
1) common goals 2) following the ordinary legal system 3) agreeing on standards 4) 

consistent professional outlook 5) the possibility of helping others 
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Row Source: Factors affecting inter-organizational coordination 

4 Jennings & Ewalt (1998) 
1) separate mission 2) competition for resources 3) conflicting legal powers 4) different 

customers 

5 
Terawatanavong & 

Paladino (2003) 
1) trust 2) commitment 3) customer orientation 4) entrepreneurship 

6 Wood (2010) 

1) Lack of information sharing 2) Lack of trust and unwillingness to work together 3) 

Power and ability imbalance 4) Competitive pressures 5) Lack of risk and reward 

sharing 6) Incompatible goals 

7 Ahsan (2010) 
1) Division of work 2) Informal communication 3) Resources 4) Organizational culture 

(shared trust and norms) 

8 Singh (2011) 

1) Commitment of senior management 2) Organizational elements 3) Mutual 

recognition 4) Information flow 5) Relationships and decision making 6) Attention and 

reaction 

9 Salmon et al. (2011) 
1) Organizational barriers 2) Information management 3) Communication 4) 

Situational awareness 5) Equipment 6) Cultural issues 7) Training 

10 
Moshtari & Gonsalves 

(2012) 

1) direct: Commitment, trust, and special relationships between investors 

2) Indirect: opportunistic behaviors, short-term tendencies, strategic communication and 

operations, ability to manage relationships 

11 
Ogulin, selen &Ashayeri 

(2012) 

1) IT Capability 2) Rules and Regulations 3) Relationship Alignment 4) Operational 

Performance 

 

In the field of rural development and development, 

especially rural management, there are various 

executive bodies with parallel and similar tasks. 

Nowadays, the existence of various administrative 

bodies to fulfil the duties of the relevant 

department in the villages is inevitable due to the 

diversity of rural activities. It is expected that all 

affairs of villages should be done under an 

integrated form of rural management because rural 

development is a multi-departmental category 

(Molaei Hashjin, 2012-a). 

 
Table 3. Theoretical frameworks regarding good rural governance and inter-organizational coordination 

Row Year Author(s) Title Findings 

1 2011  
Zarei, Safarnia, 

& Abbasi  

Analysis of inter-

organizational cooperation 

in organizations related to 

crisis management in Fars 

Province (pre-crisis phase) 

Increase in agencies of governance, events management, 

organizational independence, reciprocity and trust, and inter-

organizational cooperation to prepare for natural disasters. 

2 2012 
Roknadin 

Eftekhari et al. 

Presentation of an 

Appropriate Rural Good 

Governance Model in Iran 

Good rural governance in most of the studied villages could 

have been in better condition. Because of the lack of balance or 

coexistence between the actors "government, market and civil 

society", the villages' structural system emphasised a 

mechanical approach instead of a humanistic approach and 

elite planning instead of participatory planning.  

3 2017 
Bigdelo & 

Rahnavard   

Measuring inter-

organizational 

coordination and 

identifying factors 

affecting it in public 

organizations 

The research was carried out to measure the degree of inter-

organizational coordination and to identify the influencing 

factors in the public organizations of Karaj County. The 

influencing factors on inter-organizational coordination were 

categorized as follows:  1. Willingness to cooperate, 2. 

Regulation of inter-organizational relations, 3. Mutual 

understanding and mutual interests, 4. Alignment and 

interdependence, 5. Legal agreement. The linear regression 

analysis showed that among the mentioned factors, the 

willingness to cooperate factor and the inter-organizational 

relations adjustment factor have an effect on inter-

organizational coordination. 
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Row Year Author(s) Title Findings 

4 2017 
Moarefi, & 

Mohammadi.  

Explaining the appropriate 

structural model for the 

management of the Iranian 

rural development system 

The country's management system is centralized, so 

participatory and local management has been less noticed. 

Since in the centralized system, resources are distributed from 

top to bottom, so only a few of the resources reach the villages. 

As a result, rural development has yet to be realized as it should 

be due to the lack of coordination between different 

organizations. As a result, rural areas have problems such as 

poverty, unemployment, the gap between the village and the 

city, and the migration of villages to the cities. 

5 2019 
Heidari 

Sareban  

Evaluation of rural local 

management pattern based 

on good governance 

indexes, Case Study: 

Meshkin Shahr 

Most of the indicators of good governance, such as social 

participation, accountability, efficiency and effectiveness, 

legality, justice and equality, consensus, and transparency in the 

rural areas of Meshkinshahr city, have had a good status. 

 

Table 4. Indicators and characteristics of good governance from the point of view of international organizations 

and institutions and experts 

Source: Azimi Amoli, et al. 2011 

Row 
International organizations/national 

institutions/experts 
The indicators 

1 
ODA1 

(Foreign development management) 

Legitimacy and competence of the government, accountability, respect for 

human rights and compliance with the law 

2 
United Nations Conference on Human 

Settlements 
Being responsive and inclusive, participatory, the rule of law, transparency 

3 Chanadrasekara & Wijayaratna, (2004) 

- Creating and strengthening democratic structures 

- Transparent, responsive, intelligent and cooperative development 

- Attention and response to people's requests 

- Establishing economic policies to facilitate the development 

- Respect for human rights and the rule of law 

4 Kaufmann et al. (World Bank) 2000 
Freedom of speech, political stability, effectiveness, quality of law and 

regulations, the rule of law, corruption control 

5 U.N.D.P (2000) 
Accountability, consensus, participation, central role of the law, justice and 

equality, accountability, transparency 

6 Hutter & Shah (2000) 

Citizen participation (CP) - political freedom, political stability,  

Government-oriented (GO) - judicial efficiency, administrative efficiency, low 

corruption 

Social development (SD) - human development, equitable distribution 

Economic management (EM) - return on earnings relative to the rate of GDP 

7 
United Nations Environment Program 

(2005) 

Participation in Council elections, mayor elections, civil associations 

Effectiveness Income sources, consumer satisfaction  

Equity: Charter on citizens’ rights, the percentage of women in the council 

Accountability: audit, declaration of assets and income, responding to citizens' 

complaints 

Security Prevention of crimes, conflict settlement 

8 Mehta (2002) 

Accountability, responsibility, innovation in management, partnership between 

private and public sectors, interaction of citizens with local government, 

decentralized management, networking, human resource development 

 

To sum up, the model of good governance in the 

world has been utilized because of problems such 

 
1 ODA=Overseas Development Administration. 

as centralized management, lack of trust in the 

government, lack of attention to civil society 
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associations and institutions in the management of 

society, shortage of power networks in society, 

reduction of government downsizing, no election 

for choosing roles, the lack of people's 

participation in the process of planning, decision-

making and implementation, poverty and 

deprivations, especially in rural areas, the lack of 

attention to the capacity of local communities and 

local supervision, the widespread migration of 

rural people to cities, especially young workforce, 

top-down and bureaucratic planning method, lack 

of respect to individuals rights in the process of 

sustainable development, etc. Therefore, people's 

power should be formed in sustainable regional 

development to govern and realise in rural 

environments (Azimi Amoli et al. 2013). 

3. Research Methodology 

3.1 Geographical Scope of the Research 

The location of this research is Guilan Province, 

one of the country's northern provinces, whose 

capital is Rasht. Caspian Sea and Azerbaijan from 

the north, Ardabil from the west, Zanjan and 

Qazvin Province from the south and Mazandaran 

Province from the east are adjacent to Guilan 

Province. The area of Guilan Province is 14,044 

square kilometers, and according to the 2016 

census, its population was 2,530,696. This 

province has 17 Counties. The population density 

in this province is the third highest in Iran, with 177 

people per square kilometer.      

Rasht has 46% of the total population of the 

province, and it is the most populated city in the 

north and the 11th in Iran. According to the 

population and housing census of 2015, the total 

rural population of Guilan Province is 927,660. 

457,543 are women, 470,117 are men, and the 

number of literate people is about 679,309.

 

 

 
Figure 2. Location of the study area in the country 

 

3.2. Methodology  

According to the research topic, which requires the 

necessary knowledge, experience and knowledge in the 

rural and organizational management of rural Guilan 

Province, the statistical population under study was 

limited to 100 people. Based on Morgan's table, a 

sample size of 81 individuals with roles like specialist, 

expert, manager and employee of different 

organizations in Guilan Province, professors and 

graduate students of geography and rural planning were 

randomly and systematically selected. Data collection 

was done using a researcher-made questionnaire based 

on a Likert scale. The measuring scales formed a 5-point 

ordinal scale (very high, high, medium, low, and very 

low), and the respondents could select their opinion 

about the statements. The professors confirmed the 

validity of the questionnaire, and the reliability was 

determined with Cronbach's alpha, with a value of 0.82. 

Also, the research is consistent with three philosophical 

schools: 1-classical, 2-neoclassical, and 3-structuralist. 

Also, it uses theories of empowerment, participatory 

development, capacity development, institutional 
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development, and modern rural theories. This research 

is an applied study in terms of the purpose; In terms of 

nature, it is descriptive-analytical and quantitative-

qualitative in terms of methodology. The study was 

carried out in two forms a library research method and 

field surveys. The data were obtained from 30 items to 

examine the research hypothesis: "Executive solutions 

extracted from rural governance indicators are effective 

in managing the coordination of rural development 

planning in Guilan Province." The items are based on 8 

indicators of rural governance (participation, 

lawfulness, group agreement and interactions, 

accountability, justice, accountability, efficiency, 

effectiveness and transparency) and 5 indicators of inter-

organizational coordination (collaborative decision-

making, integration of operations, control and 

monitoring, relationships and communication, 

formality). 

4. Research Findings 

In Guilan Province, the situation of rural 

management has been almost the same. In the 

current situation, out of the total number of 

inhabited villages in the province, 1425 villages 

have rural municipalities, which includes 98.3% of 

the villages with more than 50 households. These 

villages cover about 86% of the rural population of 

Guilan province. 

This province's interweaving of rural and urban 

settlements is very evident. This close relationship 

between villages and cities led to a new 

management model, so in terms of social structure 

and culture, villages are not much different from 

cities. There are four groups or classes of rural 

settlements in the coastal, plain, foothill and 

mountain settlements, but about 81% of the rural 

population of the province is in the coastal-plain 

zones. While the coastal-plain zone occupies about 

35% of the area of the province, the foothills-

mountainous zone occupies about 65% of the area 

province. Also, about 91% of the districts, 92% of 

the rural districts and 56% of the province's 

villages are located in the coastal-plain zone. 

 
Table 5. The latest political division of Guilan Province (until March 2020) 

Source: Extracted from the country divisions in the Ministry of Interior, 2021 

Province 
Number of 

counties 

Number of 

cities 

City with 

municipality 
District Rural district 

All 

villages 

Other 

settlements 

Guilan 17 53 60 46 113 2910 630 

 

Villages with supervisory management (Islamic 

councils) and executive management (full-time 

rural municipalities) are villages with more than 

1500 people. 98.3 percent of villages with more 

than 50 households have supervisory management 

and part-time executive management. Therefore, 

there is a need to provide executive management to 

cover 1.7 percent of villages. Villages without 

supervisory and executive management are all 

villages with less than 20 households in the 

province. It contains about 30.6 percent of the 

inhabited villages of the province, with 824 

villages. Meanwhile, about 66% of the villages in 

this group have between 5 and 20 households, and 

34% of the rest have less than 5 households. 

From 2004 to 2011, 1489 rural municipalities' 

establishment permits were issued, including 

5.95% of all permits in the country, and Guilan 

Province ranks fourth after Khorasan Razavi, 

Mazandaran, and Fars provinces. The distribution 

of the issued permits shows that 58.97% of the rural 

districts of Guilan province were in 2004, and 

41.3% of the rest were from 2005 to 2011 (Molaei 

Hashjin & Haj Alizadeh, 2018).
 

Table 6. Distribution of rural municipality in Guilan Province between 2004-2011 

Source: Organization of municipalities and rural affairs, Deputy of Rural Municipalities Affairs, 2014 

Description 1383 1384 1385 1386 1387 1388 1389 1390 Total 

All the Country 14034 2010 2502 1716 1400 673 1218 1463 25016 

G
u

ila
n

 

P
ro

v
in

ce
 Number 878 26 134 100 141 65 1 144 1489 

Percent all the county 6.26 1.29 5.36 5.83 10.07 9.66 0.08 9.84 5.95 

Percent in the 

province  
58.97 1.75 9.0 6.72 9.47 4.37 0.07 9.67 100 
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4.1. General characteristics of respondents 

The survey results show that 59.3 percent of the 

respondents are men, and 40.7 percent are women. 

Regarding age, 35.80 percent are 41-50, and 27.16 

percent are 20-30. The place of birth and residence 

of most of the respondents were in the city. Also, 

regarding education degrees, about 48% had a 

doctorate, 30% had a master's degree, and 21% had 

a bachelor's degree. In terms of the field of study, 

about 16% were in geography, and rural planning, 

about 15% of the fields related to agricultural 

management, and the rest were in other fields 

related to rural affairs. The study tried using a 

combination of higher education levels, expertise 

and related jobs in the rural area. The respondents 

were from organizations, opinions, academic 

domains, and scientific centers in Guilan Province 

(Table 7).
 

Table 7. General characteristics of the respondents 

Title 

Freq

uenc

y 

Frequency 

Percentage 
Title 

Freq

uenc

y 

Frequency 

Percentage 

G
en

d
er

 

Male 48 59.3 

F
ie

ld
 o

f 
S

tu
d
y 

Natural resources 8 9.87 

Female 33 40.7 Agricultural management 12 14.81 

A
g
e 

20-30 5 6.17 Biology 8 9.87 

31-40 22 27.16 Geography and rural planning 13 16.05 

41-50 29 35.80 Civil engineering 3 3.70 

51-60 25 30.86 Social Sciences 4 4.94 

E
d

u
ca

ti
o
n
 

Bachelor degree 17 21 Management 5 6.71 

Master's degree 25 30.90 Agricultural Extension Education 11 13.5 

Doctoral 39 48.10 Agronomy and plant breeding 3 3.70 

J
ob

 P
o
si

ti
o
n
 

Manager 8 9.87 Change Management 5 6.71 

Supervisor 15 18.52 Information technology 3 3.70 

Consultant 5 6.17 Place of 

birth 

City 59 72.8 

Staff manager 6 7.41 Village 22 27.2 

Technical officer 14 17.28 place of 

living 

City 74 91.4 

Technical Assistant 5 6.17 Village 7 8.6 

Member of the 

village council 
28 34.57     

 

The research hypothesis was related to two parts, 

including "Inter-organizational coordinated 

management" and "Rural governance". The rural 

governance component had variables of participation 

of items (1 to 8), the lawfulness (9 to 17), 

responsiveness (24 to 25)), transparency (22-23), 

group agreement and interactions (18 to 19), efficiency 

and effectiveness (40-38), accountability (21-20). 

Furthermore, the inter-organizational coordination 

component had variables of collaborative decision-

making (57 to 59), integration of operations 

(45,48,60,61,62), control and monitoring (46,47), 

relations and communications (44,52), formality 

(53,63).  

 The frequency of respondents regarding the situation 

of rural management in Guilan Province in the two 

components of rural governance and coordinated inter-

organizational management, there are two points 

which can be used to confirm the hypothesis: 

The items of the "inter-organizational 

coordination" component were set based on the 

existing challenges and problems of rural 

development management, and the answers 

received from the respondents are aligned with 

the findings of existing studies. The respondents 

chose mainly option 4 for indicators of 

"collaborative decision-making, integration of 

operations, control and monitoring, relations and 

communication, and formality". The rural people 

of Guilan Province highlighted the need for inter-

organizational coordination in the structural 

framework of the rural management system of 

Guilan Province. 



Vol.12                       Adopting the Indicators of Rural Gavernance … / Minbashi et al. 

 

    

49 

 

Table 8. Items related to the indicators of the inter-organizational coordination component 

  Description 

1 2 3 4 5 
Total 

Very low Low Medium High Very high 

F
re

q
u

en
cy

 

P
er

ce
n

t 

F
re

q
u

en
cy

 

P
er

ce
n

t 

F
re

q
u

en
cy

 

P
er

ce
n

t 

F
re

q
u

en
cy

 

P
er

ce
n

t 

F
re

q
u

en
cy

 

P
er

ce
n

t 

F
re

q
u

en
cy

 

P
er

ce
n

t 

C
o
ll
a
b

o
ra

ti
v
e 

d
ec

is
io

n
-m

a
k

in
g
 57 

To what extent is the inequality in the 

distribution of financial resources and 

investment facilities allocated by the 

government among villages a factor in 

the slow rural development process in 

Guilan Province? 

4 4
,9

4 

5 6
.1

7 

19 

2
3
.4

6 

28 

3
4
.5

7 

25 

3
0
.8

6 

81 100 

58 

To what extent is the expansion of 

coordinated management for rural 

development planning an influential 

factor in the progress and development 

of rural Guilan? 

7 8
.6

4 

2 2
.4

7 

23 

2
8
.4

0 

33 

4
0
.7

4 

16 

1
9
.7

5 

81 100 

59 

If coordinated management of rural 

development planning is realized 

based on rural governance indicators, 

to what extent will the construction 

and rural development of the province 

speed up? 

9 

1
1
.1

1 

8 9
.8

8 

17 

2
0
.9

9 

35 

4
3
.2

1 

12 

1
4
.8

1 

81 100 

In
te

g
ra

ti
o
n

 o
f 
o
p

er
a
ti

o
n

s 

45 

To what extent do the cooperation, 

participation, coordination and 

alignment of related civil and rural 

development agencies of Guilan 

Province affect realizing social, 

economic and spatial justice and 

sustainable rural development? 

10 

1
2
.3

5 

13 

1
6
.0

5 

22 

2
7
.1

6 

22 

2
7
.1

6 

14 

1
7
.2

8 

81 100 

48 

Can an organization like the "Rural 

Affairs Office of the Governorship of 

Guilan", with its legal authority, play 

the role of coordinator in 

implementing rural policies and 

programs? 

7 8
.6

4 

6 7
.4

1 

18 

2
2
.2

2 

32 

3
9
.5

1 

18 

2
2
.2

2 

81 100 

60 

After accepting the existing obstacles 

in managing rural development 

planning in Guilan Province, to what 

extent can effective steps be taken in 

realizing coordinated management and 

sustainable rural development of the 

province? 

7 8
.6

4 

13 

1
6
.0

5 

20 

2
4
.6

9 

32 

3
9
.5

1 

9 

1
1
.1

1 

81 100 

61 

By accepting the existing institutional 

parallel works in the management of 

rural development in Guilan Province, 

to what extent can effective steps be 

taken in realizing the coordinated 

management and sustainable rural 

development in Guilan Province? 

7 8
.6

4 

12 

1
4
.8

1 

16 

1
9
.7

5 

32 

3
9
.5

1 

14 

1
7
.2

8 

81 100 
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  Description 

1 2 3 4 5 
Total 

Very low Low Medium High Very high 

F
re

q
u

en
cy

 

P
er

ce
n

t 

F
re

q
u

en
cy

 

P
er

ce
n

t 

F
re

q
u

en
cy

 

P
er

ce
n

t 

F
re

q
u

en
cy

 

P
er

ce
n

t 

F
re

q
u

en
cy

 

P
er

ce
n

t 

F
re

q
u

en
cy

 

P
er

ce
n

t 

62 

After accepting the existing 

institutional inconsistencies in the 

management of rural development 

planning in Guilan Province, to what 

extent can effective steps be taken in 

realizing the coordinated management 

and sustainable rural development in 

Guilan Province? 

5 6
.1

7 

11 

1
3
.5

8 

23 

2
8
.4

0 

29 

3
5
.8

0 

13 

1
6
.0

5 

81 100 

C
o
n

tr
o
l a

n
d

 m
o
n

it
o
ri

n
g 46 

The effect of employing young and 

specialist workforce in the rural 

development management, planning 

and executive structure of Guilan 

Province to achieve sustainable 

development goals. 

11 

1
3
.5

8 

25 

3
0
.8

6 

35 

4
3
.2

1 

8 9
.8

8 

2 2
.4

7 

81 100 

47 

To what extent has the "Rural Affairs 

Office of the Governorship of Guilan" 

been effective in establishing 

coordination and follow-up approvals, 

implementing policies, fair budget 

allocation and facilities and functions 

of the rural sector of the province? 

9 

1
1
.1

1 

12 

1
4
.8

1 

28 
3
4
.5

7 
25 

3
0
.8

6 

7 8
.6

4 

81 100 

R
el

a
ti

o
n

s 
a
n

d
 c

o
m

m
u

n
ic

a
ti

o
n

s 

44 

To what extent is the participation, 

coordination and alignment of 

organizations and different civil and 

rural development departments of 

Guilan Province effective in achieving 

spatial justice and sustainable rural 

development? 

11 

1
3
.5

8 

20 

2
4
.6

9 

16 

1
9
.7

5 

21 

2
5
.9

3 

13 
1
6
.0

5 
81 100 

52 

Evaluation of the speed of rural 

development and the lack of 

coordination between the executive 

missions and tasks and operational 

plans of the executive organization in 

Guilan Province. 

4 4
.9

4 

4 4
.9

4 

16 

1
9
.7

5 

40 

4
9
.3

8 

17 

2
0
.9

9 

81 100 

F
o
rm

a
lit

y 

53 

Evaluation of the sector-ordinated 

approach and management in the 

duties and missions of the executive 

organizations of the rural area of 

Guilan Province. 

3 3
.7

0 

7 8
.6

4 

13 

1
6
.0

5 

35 

4
3
.2

1 

23 

2
8
.4

0 

81 100 

63 

After accepting the existing obstacles, 

parallel work and inconsistencies in 

the management of rural planning in 

Guilan Province, to what extent can 

effective steps be taken to realize 

coordinated management and 

sustainable rural development of the 

province? 

5 6
.1

7 

6 7
.4

1 

12 

1
4
.8

1 

37 

4
5
.6

8 

21 

2
5
.9

3 

81 100 
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2. Items related to "rural governance" are based on 

the following indicators: participation, lawfulness, 

group agreement and interactions, accountability, 

justice, accountability, efficiency, effectiveness 

and transparency. They are derived from studies 

and field research on the challenges of rural 

management in Guilan Province. The respondents 

were dissatisfied with the current state of rural 

management with the good rural governance in 

Guilan Province. 38.28% of the respondents are 

dissatisfied with the performance of the officials 

and managers of rural affairs in reporting 

performance to the people and creating 

transparency by choosing the "very little" option. 

In general, the responses on the inter-organizational 

coordination indicators ranged from moderate to high, 

whereas for rural governance indicators, most of the 

responses ranged from moderate to very low. 

Therefore, rural management in Guilan Province is 

facing challenges in implementing the "rural 

governance" indicators. 

 

 
Table 9. Items related to the indicators of the rural governance component  

  Description 

1 2 3 4 5 
Total 

Very low Low Medium High Very high 

F
re

q
u

en
cy

 

P
er

ce
n

t
 F
re

q
u

en
cy

 

P
er

ce
n

t
 F
re

q
u

en
cy

 

P
er

ce
n

t
 F
re

q
u

en
cy

 

P
er

ce
n

t
 F
re

q
u

en
cy

 

P
er

ce
n

t
 F
re

q
u

en
cy

 

P
er

ce
n

t
 

P
a
rt

ic
ip

a
ti
o
n
 

1 

How do you evaluate the participation of the 

rural community in rural development 

(participation)? 

 

13 

1
6
.0

5 

15 

1
8
.5

2 

32 
3
9
.5

1 
14 

1
7
.2

8 

7 8
.6

4 

81 100 

8 

How do you evaluate the cooperation of the 

institutions in charge of rural affairs of the 

province in realizing the principles of 

sustainable rural development in all 

environmental-ecological, social-cultural, 

economic, institutional-managerial and 

physical-spatial dimensions (participation)? 

20 

2
4
.6

9
 

29 

3
5
.8

0
 

28 

3
4
.5

7
 

4 4
.9

4
 

- -
 81 100 

L
a
w

fu
ln

es
s 

9 

How do you evaluate the institutions, 

organizations and departments' awareness of 

laws, regulations, rights and rural affairs 

(lawfulness)? 

18 

2
2
.2

2 

28 

3
4
.5

6 

26 

3
2
.0

9 

9 

1
1
.1

1 

- - 81 100 

17 

Evaluation of the performance of the rural 

affairs headquarters of the province toward 

the fair distribution of facilities and services 

and realizing the justice of the rural area of 

Guilan (lawfulness). 

17 

2
0
.9

9
 

35 

4
3
.2

1
 

24 

2
9
.6

3
 

5 6
.1

7
 

- -
 81 100 

R
es

p
o
n

si
v
en

es
s 24 

To what extent are the rural institutions and 

organizations of the province accountable for 

their performance? 

32 

3
9
.5

1 

24 

2
9
.6

3 

19 

2
3
.4

6 

5 6
.1

7 

1 1
.2

3 

81 100 

25 

How "responsible" are the organizations 

related to the management of planning, 

construction and rural development of the 

province in the correct implementation of 

their policies and functions? 

26 

3
2
.1

0
 

34 

4
1
.9

8
 

20 

2
4
.6

9
 

1 1
.2

3
 

- -
 81 100 

T
ra

n
sp

a
re

n
c

y 22 

Evaluation of officials and managers in 

charge of rural affairs reporting the 

performance to the people with 

"transparency". 

31 

3
8
.2

7 

22 

2
7
.1

6 

25 

3
0
.8

6 

3 3
.7

0 

- - 81 100 
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  Description 

1 2 3 4 5 
Total 

Very low Low Medium High Very high 

F
re

q
u

en
cy

 

P
er

ce
n

t
 F
re

q
u

en
cy

 

P
er

ce
n

t
 F
re

q
u

en
cy

 

P
er

ce
n

t
 F
re

q
u

en
cy

 

P
er

ce
n

t
 F
re

q
u

en
cy

 

P
er

ce
n

t
 F
re

q
u

en
cy

 

P
er

ce
n

t
 

23 

How "transparent" are the organizations 

related to the planning and construction 

management and rural development of the 

province in implementing their policies and 

functions? 

28 

3
4
.5

7
 

33 

4
0
.7

4
 

16 

1
9
.7

5
 

4 4
.9

4
 

- -
 81 100 

G
ro

u
p
 a

g
re

em
en

t 
a
n
d

 

in
te

ra
ct

io
n
 

18 

Evaluation of the coordination of rural 

executive organizations in actions, services, 

and legal affairs approved in rural areas 

(group agreement and interactions). 
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Evaluation of the alignment of officials and 

executives of rural development and 

reconstruction in fair allocation of funds and 

facilities and paying attention to rural needs 

(group agreement and interactions). 
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Evaluation of the actions of the executive 

bodies in the rural area regarding capacity 

building, empowerment, responsibility, 

education, self-sufficiency, self-management 

and self-reliance of villages. 
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To what extent do you evaluate the 

experience, skills, expertise and education of 

the officials and executives in the various 

departments of rural development affairs 

related to the rural geography of the province 

(efficiency and effectiveness)? 

15 

1
8
.5

2
 

16 

1
9
.7

5
 

19 

2
3
.4

6
 

22 
2
7
.1

6
 

9 

1
1
.1

1
 

81 100 

A
cc

o
u

n
ta

b
ili

ty
 

20 

The level of "responsibility" of officials and 

executives of various rural development 

agencies of the province. 
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The level of attention, commitment, 

compassion and responsibility of the 

provincial bodies related to rural construction 

and development. 
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32 

Evaluation of the actions of the executive 

bodies of the province in the rural area 

regarding the empowerment of villages. 
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36 

Evaluation of the actions of the executive 

bodies of the province in the rural area 

regarding the self-governance of the villages. 
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4.2. Effective executive bodies in the rural 

management of Guilan Province 

The organization of Forests, Range and Watershed 

Management is under the supervision of the 

Ministry of Agriculture with the mission of 

preserving and maintaining the lands and natural 

environment. Other organizations which work to 

help villagers are the department of Environment 

responsible for the protection and maintenance of 

natural resources, the Ministry of Interior, with the 

deputy of rural construction and development 

responsible for political issues of the village, the 

Housing Foundation of Islamic Revolution with 

the deputy of rural development which implements 

rural guide and rural housing renovation projects, 

and the Ministry of Cooperatives, Labour, and 

Social Welfare with the deputy of rural 

development and cooperatives. Unfortunately, in 
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the last few decades, Rural Guide projects in 

Guilan Province are primarily carried out from an 

urban-oriented physical point of view without 

engaging with local culture. Consulting Engineers 

are carrying out projects instead of The Housing 

Foundation, so urban patterns dominate rural areas. 

According to the research results, one of the 

primary measures in rural development 

management is to overcome structural, institutional 

and organizational problems. Perhaps a current 

problem of rural development is the mindset which 

sees the village as a service consumer rather than 

an economic enterprise. As a result, rural services 

were expanded, and rural production and the 

economy were neglected. For a long time, bank 

loans with enormous interests were granted to the 

villagers to solve their daily problems, that kept the 

poor rural community in debt for many years. This 

budget should have been spent on investing in the 

creation of small rural economic enterprises, job 

creation and production. 

The Board of Ministers, in August 2016, approved 

a proposal from the Program and Budget 

Organization in Article (7) to support the 

development and creation of sustainable 

employment in rural and nomadic areas using the 

resources of the National Fund. If the organizations 

provide information to the researchers, evaluation 

research of the implementation of this law in 

Guilan Province can have significant results. 

According to available statistics, the agricultural 

sector constitutes a significant part of the rural 

economy but not the whole economy. Another part 

of the economy is outside the agricultural sector, 

which requires the diversification of economic 

activities in the village. However, all the sectors are 

related to each other, and it takes energy to 

coordinate them. By integrating all activities 

related to rural development, investments can be 

concentrated in the economic sector, and income 

creation will greatly help rural development. 

Successful countries in rural management have 

integrated rural management, agriculture and 

natural resources in the form of a ministry or 

organization. Rural issues in Guilan Province, with 

great geographical dispersion, can not be addressed 

by a sector or program-oriented view. After forty 

decades of rural planning, we still have to face rural 

poverty and deprivation. Organizations such as the 

Agriculture Ministry, the Housing Foundation, the 

Department of Environment, the Deputy of Rural 

Development and nearly 40 different institutions, 

organizations are involved in rural development 

activities, which are not even effective or 

accountable. Therefore, actions should be taken for 

coordinated management of rural areas of Guilan 

Province. 

According to the findings, the chi-square test was 

statistically significant in all the items, so with 95 

percent certainty can claim that the indicators of 

inter-organizational coordination and rural 

governance are effective in achieving coordinated 

rural management in Guilan Province.
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Table 10. Chi-square test and average of ranks based on indicators of rural governance and inter-organizational coordination 
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24 41.654 0.000 0 Confirmation 1.52  48 27.457 0.000 0 Confirmation 3.23 

25 29.272 0.000 0 Confirmation 1.48  60 25.358 0.000 0 Confirmation 2.86 
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 22 21.667 0.000 0 Confirmation 1.59  61 22.025 0.000 0 Confirmation 3.06 

23 24.926 0.000 0 Confirmation 1.41  62 23.012 0.000 0 Confirmation 3.06 

G
ro

u
p
 

a
g
re

em
en

t 

a
n
d

 

in
te

ra
ct

io
n
 

18 21.667 0.000 0 Confirmation 1.59  

C
o
n

tr
o
l a

n
d
 

m
o
n

it
o
ri

n
g 

46 44.864 0.000 0 Confirmation 1.33 

19 15.852 0.000 0 Confirmation 1.51  47 22.889 0.000 0 Confirmation 1.67 

E
ff

ec
ti

v
en

e

ss
 a

n
d

 

ef
fi

ci
en

cy
 

38 13.506 0.000 0 Confirmation 1.48  
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 44 14.617 0.000 0 Confirmation 1.35 

40 15.852 0.000 0 Confirmation 1.52  52 53.383 0.000 0 Confirmation 1.65 
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 20 40.420 0.000 0 Confirmation 1.93  

F
o
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53 43.383 0.000 0 Confirmation 1.49 

21 19.593 0.000 0 Confirmation 2.07  63 41.284 0.000 0 Confirmation 1.51 

32  30.951 0.000 0 Confirmation 2.01         

36 20.975 0.000 0 Confirmation          

 

5.Discussion and conclusion 

Molaei Hashjin (2012-b), in a paper entitled "the 

proposed model of rural management in Guilan 

Province, used theories, experiences, and resources 

of separated geographical rural areas of Guilan 

Province to propose a rural management model 

from the village to the province-level. The model 

suggests an integrated executive management for 

small and small villages and neighboring villages 

and a designated general manager at the village 

level. Also, Bigdelo & Rahnavard (2017) stated 

that the principle of coordination is the essence of 

management. Each of the tasks of management is 

connected to coordination. In performing 

continuous tasks, creating coordination at 

individual, group, intra, and extra organizational 

levels is a strategic necessity. 

Furthermore, public policies need the involvement 

of various organizations. Therefore, without 

coordination, the fulfillment of common goals will 

face serious impediments. The researchers came to 

the conclusion that inconsistency is a common 

phenomenon among the executive bodies at 

various national, provincial and local levels in Iran, 

which calls for understanding the underlying 

factors. 

The review of global experiences and wildly 

successful programs in the coordinated 

management of rural development in Russia, 

Turkey, India, the European Union, Malaysia, and 

Australia, indicates that all programs and active 

participation of villagers were based on the needs 

and priorities of society rural, and balance and 

coordination in the three main governance 

institutions namely, Government, private sector 

and civil society. In addition, there are also 

systematic rural organizational networks, 

centralization of decision-making and coordination 

and inter-organizational interaction, joint goal-

setting, empowering and capacity-building of 
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villagers, increasing efficiency and productivity, 

optimal allocation of resources, transparency and 

responsiveness of managers and officials. 

 

 
Figure 3. Suggested model 

 

By combining the theories of modern rural 

management and the experience of local 

management, it is possible to create a coordinated 

system of rural management. This management 

system can adopt a convergent approach and create 

coordination between service providers and 

executive organizations in the process of rural 

development while providing more effective and 

effective steps toward precise scientific planning in 

the rural development process of Guilan Province. 

During the research, it was seen that efforts are 

being taken to improve the current rural situation. 

However, due to the lack of inter-organizational 

coordination and sector-oriented viewpoint, these 

efforts have not had much impact on rural 

development. 

The inter-organizational coordination management 

internalized the initiatives, collectivism and unity 

in rural affairs at all management levels. Also, for 

achieving optimal and effective results in using 

rural governance indicators and achieving the goals 

of sustainable rural development, coordination 

management components need to be utilized in all 

the existing legal and organizational capacities. 

This study suggests that in planning, organizing, 

and administrating, we should have five COs: 

consensus, convergence, co-action, consonance 

and cooperation. These findings call for revising 

laws and regulations for rural management and 

more participation. In addition, the establishment 

of a council in the form of a "coordinated 

management council for rural development 

planning of Guilan Province under the supervision 

of the governor" is proposed. As a result, the 

governorship and the governor, as decision makers, 

executives and political actors of the province, can 

play their pivotal role in implementing the goals of 

sustainable rural development.  
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  توسعه   هماهنگ   مدیریت   تحقق   در   روستایی   حکمروایی   های شاخص   بر   مبتنی   کارهایَ  راه 

 گیلان   استان   در   روستایی 

 
 ۳بیگدلی  آتوسا -2*هشجین  مولایی نصرالله  -۱باشیمین  احمد

 

 ایران  رشت،  اسلامی،  آزاد  دانشگاه  رشت،  واحد  روستایی،  ریزیبرنامه  و  جغرافیا  دکتری  دانشجوی -۱

 ایران    رشت،  اسلامی،  آزاد  دانشگاه  رشت،  واحد  روستایی،  ریزیبرنامه  و  جغرافیا  استاد-2

 ایران  رشت،  اسلامی،  آزاد  دانشگاه  رشت،  واحد  روستایی،  ریزیبرنامه  و  ایجغراف  اریاستاد -۳

 

 چکیده مبسوط

 .مقدمه   ۱
  یمستتد  استت که به بررست   یاییرشتته جغراف یک  ییروستتا  یایجغراف

.  پردازد یم  ییروستتا  یمعاصتر در فاتا  یو اقتصتاد  یاجتماع  هاییدهپد
  یها و روش  هایهستتا  ستتابنه، ن ر  ۳0از    یشبا ب  ییروستتتا  یایجغراف
از محننان را گرد هم آورده است.    یکرده و گروه بزرگ  یدرا تول یقتحن

  یام در فاتادر حا  انج  یندهایتوجه به فرآ  ینشتتریدر حا  حاضتر ب
  ینروابط ب  ی،تعتارضتتتار اجتمتاع  ی)بتا تمرکز ماتالعتار بر رو  یاجتمتاع

موضتتوم م م   یک( استتت.  یرهو غ یتیجمع  ییرارتغ  یعت،انستتان و   
استتت.    «ییروستتتا  یمف وم »نواح یینت   یی،روستتتا  یایجغراف  یبرا

اشتتتاره    یو متنوع  تعتددم  یفبته وجود تعتار  ینجتادر ا  یتارماتالعته ادب
  عنوانبهمختلف    یاگونهبه  ییمنانه روستتا  هاآنکه بر استا     کندمی
،  شتتود میدر ن ر گرفته   یاقتصتتاد  یا  یاجتماع  یزیکی،ف  یفاتتا  یک
  یتبا تراکم جمع  یزیکیف  یفاتتتا  ییمنانه روستتتتا  یکآن   موجببه

 .است  ینزم  یعوس  ینس تاً کم، سکونتگاه پراکنده و کاربر
قاعده ن ام و فعالیت ملی ننش استاستی    عنوانبهروستتایی    هایحوزه

؛ زیرا توستتتعه پایدار ستتترزمین در گرو  کنندیمدر توستتتعل ملی ایفا  
دهندة ن ام سترزمین    زیرن ام تشتکی   عنوانبهروستتایی    ی ن امپایدار

ننش    تواندمیروستتتایی در ابعاد مختلف   یفاتتاها  یاستتت و پایدار
اگر در جریان  و ملی داشتتتتته باشتتتد و    یامنانته  در توستتتعته  یمؤثر

ایجاد شتتود، آثار و    یاوقفهروستتتایی    یپیشتترفت و توستتعه فاتتاها
و   یروستتتتتایی؛ بلکته منتا ق شتتت ر یهتاتن تا حوزهنتهآن   یپیتامتدهتا

دولتت  . ایران نیز  ، کلیتار ستتترزمین را در بر دواهتد گرفتتتیت درن تا
الزام دولت به توستعه    "یتعیین متول یحهسته ماه، ا  ظرف  ستتیبایم

و ن ارر بر    ریزیبرنامه  ،ی گذاراستتتتیستتت قانون    "ییمتوازن روستتتتا
بعد از     کهیدرحال.  کردیمرا به مجلس ارائه    ییتوستعه متوازن روستتا

به دود نگرفته استت و کماکان    ییدهه شتک  اجرا  یکگذشتت بیش از  
دچار مشتتکلار    ،پاستتخگو  یکشتتور به دلی  فندان متول  یروستتتاها

  یو متمرکز کنون  یبخشتت   یزیربرنامههستتتند. به دلی  ن ام    یادهیعد

بتا    یبتدون همتاهنگ جراییا  یهتادستتتتگتاهاز   یتککته در آن معمواً هر
اقدام    ییانروستتتا  دارتیاولوو    یواقع  یو بدون توجه به نیازها  یکدیگر

از    یمیتدان  یتابیو ارز  نتدینمتایمدود    یهتا رح  یو اجرا  یبته  راح
  هرلح هدر روستتاها وجود ندارد،    هاآن  یها رح  یعملکرد و اثربخشت 

  یککشتتور و تشتتکی     ییامور توستتعه روستتتا  یدهستتازمان در  ریتأد
و    یمال  یانات ا یبرا از ناحیه    یکلان ینههز  ی،ستازمان منتدر و ج اد

   .کندیمبه کشور تحمی     یاتلاف منابع عموم

 مبانی نظری تحقیق:  .2
بر توستعه پایدار نواحی روستتایی شتیوه  اداره و    رگذاریتأثیکی از اصتو   

تحنق   کنندهنیتاتمعوام     نیترم ماز  استت .  یگذاراستتیست نحوه  
  آن ستازمان    بو ستادتار مناست   یلارتشتک  یستازمان،  راح  یکاهداف  
  یوابستتگ   یبه دل  استت که    یاگونهبه  کشتور  ین ام ادار  ستادتار  استت.

  ینب  یمستتلزم همکار  هاتیفعالاز    یاریانجام بست   یکدیگر،به    هاستازمان
بته   یشاز پ یشدولتت پ یهتاتیت فعتال.  بتاشتتتدیمچنتد ستتتازمتان   ایت دو 

  یاریانجام بست   یبرا  هاستازمان  ینب  یو هماهنگ  اندشتدهوابستته    یکدیگر
  ینب  یهماهنگ  ینا  ی و چنانچه به هر دل  باشتدیم  یضترور  هاتیفعالاز  

قادر به     رفکی  یامواجه شتود و    ریتأدبا    یاو    یردصتورر نگ  یستازمان
حاصت  نشتده    یاجهینت  ی ورکلبهه دود ن اشتد  یفو وظ  تیمأمورانجام  

. بدون  باشتتدینم  بخشتیرضتتاکام  ن وده و    شتتدهحاصتت  یجهنت  یاو  
درستت از    ی در کشتور قادر به تحل  یریگمیتصتمشتنادت ستاوح کلان  

ستادتار    یراز یستتیمروستتا ن  یریتدرد مد  یتو وضتع  ییروستتا  یطشترا
 تأثیر جامعه تحت    ینکشتور و اعما  قدرر در ا  ییدرد جامعه روستتا

مرت ط با جامعه    یو تحوار ستادتار ستازمان ییرتغ  یعنی  یانیستاوح م
از ستادتار کلان    متأثر  یزن  یانیستاوح م  ینران بوده استت،ایا  ییروستتا

ام   عو  یپژوهش حاضر ضمن بررس  بوده و جامعه را احا ه کرده است.
استتان    ییتوستعه روستتا  یریتمد  یو بازدارنده در ستادتار ستازمان  مؤثر

حکمروایی روستتتتتایی و همتاهنگی میتان    یهتاشتتتاد ننش  ،   یلانگ
توستعه روستتایی     ریزیبرنامهستازمانی را در تحنق مدیریت هماهن   

 : نویسندة مسئو . 

 ن یهشج یینصرالله مولادکتر 
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همتاهنت     یریتتتحنق متد اجرایی در ج تت  کتارراه  جتهیدرنتتحلیت  و  
   .پیشن اد نموده است  یلاندر استان گ   ییتوسعه روستا  ریزیبرنامه

 تحقیق:  یشناسروش.۳
  ازن رو   یلیتحل  –  یفیتوصت   یت، ماه  یهدف کاربرد  ازن رمناله حاضتر  

با    یهگو  ۳7از  آمدهدستتبهاستت و ا لاعار   یفیو ک یکم  یشتناست روش
  یکارها راهو ارائه    یهاث ار ن ر  یبرا SPSSآماری    افزارنرماستتفاده از  

  یشتاد  هماهنگ  5و    حکمروایی روستتایی  یشتاد  اصتل  7بر یم تن
از    نفر  8۱بته حجم   یانمونته  .یتدگرد   یت وتحلهیت تجز  یستتتازمتان  یتانم

  ییمختلف امور روستتا  یهابخشکارشتناستان    یران،مد  ،ینمتخصتصت 
و    ی، با استتتتفاده از جدو  مورگان و به روش تصتتتادفیلاناستتتتان گ

پژوهش با استتفاده از    یرهایمرت ط با متغ  یهادادهانتخاب و    مندن ام
و    ین ر  یبر استا  م ان  نامهپرستش  ییشتد. روا  یپرستشتنامه گردآور
  دیتائمحترم    یداستات  یپس از ن رار اصتلاح  تیدرن اماالعه مناار و  

مورد    82/0کرون تا  بتا عتدد   یب تر بتا استتتتفتاده از آلفتا یتاییپتا  یو برا
 قرار گرفت.    دیتائ

 های تحقیق:یافته.4
  یهتا شتتتاد  م تنی بر   یکتارهتاراهکته   دهتدیمنشتتتان    یقتحن یجنتتا

عمده از     وربهحکمروایی روستتتتایی و هماهنگی میان ستتتازمانی که 
است    شده یتشکو پاسخگو محور    تع دآورهماهن  ساز ،  یهاشاد 

یی  توستتعه روستتتا  ریزیبرنامهریت هماهن   در تحنق مدی  تواندیم،  
  ییروستتا  یننو  یریتمد  یهاهین ر یقو تلف  باماالعهواقع شتوند.     مؤثر

ن تام همتاهنت     یتک  یجتادبتا ا  توانیم   یو بوم  یتجرب  یریتتبتا  متد
و    یریتدر مد  یانههمگرا  یکردرو یکاتخاذ    یبه معنا  ییروستا  یریتمد

ددمار رستان و    یهاستازمانبین   یهماهنگ  یجادروستتا و ا  ریزیبرنامه
  یها نهیزمنمودن    فراهم  نضتتم  ییتوستتعه روستتتا  ینددر فرآ  یمجر

  ریزیبرنامهبا    یرگذارتریتأثو    اثربخش  یهاگامو توستتتعته،  یشتتترفتپ
در    .برداشتتت  یلاناستتتان گ  ییتوستتعه روستتتا  ینددر فرآ یعلم  یقدق

از آن    یحاک  یجنتا  یزصتتورر گرفته ن  یهامصتتاح هو    یدانیماالعار م
اغلب    یاز ستو  ییروستتا  یفعل  یتج ت ب  ود وضتع  هاتلاشاستت که 

  یانم  یعدم هماهنگ  ی اما به دل  دیریپذیمانجام    ییکارگزاران روستتتا
بر    دیبایمکه   یجینتا  یستتازمان  یفو رفع تکل  یو نگاه بخشتت   یستتازمان

  یچنان آن تأثیر  یاتوستعه حاصت  گردد، کمرن  و    رنامهقانون ب  استا 
 نداشته است.  ییتوسعه روستا  اندازچشمدر  

 گیری:بحث و نتیجه.  5

  بتکارها،ا  بروز،   یستتتازمتان  یتانم  یهمتاهنگ  یریتتمتد  یدرک مف وم  
  یریتیروستتا و در همه ستاوح مد  موررا در ا  یهو وحدر رو  ییگراجمع
و    رگتذاریتتأث،    ینتهب   ییتابدستتتت  یبرا  ینکرده و همچن  ینتهن تاد

  یاب یدستتو    ییروستتا  ییحکمروا  یهاشتاد   یدر اجرا  بخشجهینت
   یریتمد  یهامؤلفهو استتتفاده از    اییروستتت  یداربه اهداف توستتعه پا

  یریموجود را بکار گ  یو ستازمان  یقانون  یهاتیظرف  یتمام  ی،هماهنگ
اقدامار    یستازروانهدفمند و هوشتمندانه در ج ت    صتورربهنموده و  
  لگویا  سا ا  ینا  بر  .دینمایم  یگذار یرمربوط به حوزه روستتا    جاری

های  هیدگادو    ن ریار  ماالعار  به  توجه  با  نیز  ستاییرو  مدیریت  مالوب
،  ییگراهم،  یشیاندهمدارای )پنج هم(    بایدپژوهش،    یندر ا  شدهمارح

اداره،    ،یدهستتتازمان  ،یزیربرنامهدر    یکارو هم  یآهنگ، همییافزاهم
و    قوانیندر   بازنگری  به  توجه لزوم  هتاافتتهیت  ین.اباشد  کنتر و    ه ریر

  جتماعیا  توسعه  به  بیشتر   و توجتهر  کشو  ستاییرو  مدیریت  منررار
پس از انجتام ماتالعتار و    نیبنتابرا.  کنتدیم  لزامیا  محور را  مشارکت

  شتوندگانپرستش  یکارشتناست   یو بر استا  ن رها  هاداده  یوتحلهیتجز
مدیریت هماهن     یشتورا  "  ی تشتک  یشتن ادپ   یندر حا  حاضتر ب تر

.  باشتد یم  "استتاندار  زیر ن ر  یلاناستتان گ  ییتوستعه روستتا  ریزیبرنامه
و    یتیحتاکم  یگتاهجتا  عنوانبتهو شتتتخ  استتتتتانتدار    یاستتتتتانتدار

شتورا و    ینا  یجادبا ا  تواندیماستتان    یاستیو ست   یی، اجرارندهیگمیتصتم
  یریتمد  ییعناصتتر اجرا  یو عملکردها یماربر تصتتم یمن ارر مستتتن
اهداف توستعه    یستازادهیپ  یننش دود را برا  ینب تر  ییتوستعه روستتا

   به اجرا گذارد.  ییروستا  یدارپا
  مدیریت هماهن  میان ستازمانی،حکمروایی روستتایی،    :هاکلیدواژه

 یلان.گتوسعه روستایی، استان  

 تشکر و قدردانی
،  باشی( نویسنده او  )احمد مین   رساله دکترای پژوهش حاضر برگرفته از  

،  ادبیار و علوم انستتانی ، دانشتتکده  ریزی روستتتایی و برنامه   گروه جغرافیا 
 است.   آزاد اسلامی واحد رشت دانشگاه  
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Abstract  
Purpose- The purpose of the current research is to present a community-based tourism model in the mountain villages of 

Nowshahr County in Mazandaran province . 
Methodology- This research was conducted in two stages. In the qualitative part, a semi-structured and in-depth 

interview was conducted with 20 tourism activists, handicrafts and university experts with a theoretical and targeted 

method, and the analysis of the interviews was conducted with a Grounded Theory method. The classical grounded 

theory was done with the help of MAXQDA software. In the quantitative part Lawshe index have been used and in order 

to test the paradigm model, the final questionnaire was distributed among 384 people of Kojur mountain villages in a 

cluster and available method. In the last stage, by using Smart PLS software the structural model was examined   . 
Findings- The community-based tourism model of mountain villages obtained in this research includes six components. 

Causal factors include two "Mental" and "Behavioral" components, contextual factors include three "Group", "Family" 

and "Individual" components, intervening factors include four "Infrastructural" and "Political-Law" components, 

"Economic" and "Socio-Cultural", strategies including four "Developmental", "Marketing and Product", "Financial" and 

"Educational" components and finally the consequences including three "Social-Cultural", "Environmental" and 

"Economic" components. Also, the main phenomenon in this model was "passion for action ." 

Practical implications- Considering the problems of tourism in the mountainous villages of Kojur region, it is possible to 

develop community-based tourism by reducing the obstacles identified and strengthening the contexts by adopting 

development strategies, marketing and product, finance and education and created positive consequences . 
Original/value- By knowing and gaining insight into the formation process of community-based tourism in Kojur 

mountain villages and its effective factors and consequences, it is possible to develop better and more effective this type 

of tourism in the region . 
Keywords- Community-based tourism, Grounded theory, Mountain village, Nowshahr County. 
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1. Introduction 
any approaches to tourism development 

in recent years have focused on the 

participation and empowerment of local 

communities, the protection of the 

environment and culture of the host community, and 

the sustainable development of the community 

because the support and participation of the 

community is essential for the success of tourism 

development (Witchayakawin et al., 2020). In the 

meantime, community-based tourism was proposed, 

which implies a high level of participation of local 

communities under the banner of sustainability in the 

process of tourism development and planning. This 

type of tourism emerged in the 1970s as a reaction to 

the negative consequences of mass tourism and 

became popular in the last three decades (Behzadfar 

et al., 2017 and Zargham and Bazarafshan, 2015). 

Many researchers consider community-based tourism 

as a suitable solution for the socio-economic 

development of developing countries, in countries 

that have a resource-oriented economy and a large 

part of the government's income is provided only 

through natural resources, community-based tourism 

can be an opportunity. Provide for rural development 

by strengthening vulnerable personal businesses. This 

type of tourism leads to the growth of tourist 

knowledge by observing, experiencing and learning 

the lifestyle of local residents (Bayat and Khazaei, 

2015). Sebal believes that rural areas in developing 

countries are often faced with a lack of facilities and 

industries and the poor people of the society live 

there. Therefore, community-based tourism can play 

a role as a tool to save the local community from 

poverty (Zargham and Bazarafshan, 2015). 

Community-based tourism in mountainous areas 

improves the socio-economic status of the local 

community. Secondly, this type of tourism has 

focused more on improving welfare and living 

standards, which are generally low in mountainous 

areas. So, this type of tourism in mountainous areas 

can better meet the common needs for cultural 

identity. Fourth, community-based tourism in 

mountainous areas can provide a structure for more 

effective planning, implementation and monitoring of 

tourism activities and determine the most appropriate 

scale of economic activity (Godde et al., 1998). The 

growing trend of mass and spontaneous tourism 

development along with the lack of efficient planning 

and management at the local and regional levels in 

the rural areas of Nowshahr has resulted in numerous 

positive and negative economic effects and 

consequences (Badri et al., 2008). According to the 

research of Aliqolizadeh Firouzjaei et al. (2006), the 

main type of tourism in Nowshahr is nature tourism, 

which takes place in two main forms: transient or 

non-residential tourism (lacking accommodation 

facilities) and second homes. Also, tourism in this 

area due to spontaneous and mass growth with 

negative economic and environmental effects such as 

increase in the price of goods and services, false 

increase in the price of land, increase in the cost of 

living, inability of young people to buy land and 

housing, income disparity and class gap between rural 

households. It has resulted in the decrease of 

agricultural workers and the seasonality of income 

and employment (Aliqolizadeh Firouzjaei et al., 

2006). Although some researches have been done 

about community-based tourism inside and outside of 

Iran (Behzadfar et al., 2017; Hessam,  and Baghiani, 

2017; Najarzadeh and Torabi, 2016; Zargham and 

Bazarafshan, 2015; Pham Hong et al., 2021; Nugroho 

and Numata, 2020; Bittar Rodrigues and Prideaux, 

2018; Abukhalifeh and Wondirad, 2019) but few 

researches have produced practical knowledge about 

the development of community-based tourism and 

solving tourism problems in mountain villages 

(Khartishvili et al., 2020, Dadvarkhani and Ghanian, 

2017) and No research has investigated community-

based tourism in the context of mountain villages in 

the north of Iran and Nowshahr district. Therefore, 

this research examines the issue of community-based 

tourism and presents a model of it in the context of 

the mountain villages of Nowshahr.  

2. Research theoretical literature 
Tourism gives the host community and visitors this 

unique opportunity to share their different cultures 

and perspectives. Despite tourism's potential, there is 

a disturbing fact that local communities have received 

few benefits from tourism over the past 50 years since 

the global emergence of the tourism industry. Instead, 

they have suffered a wide range of negative impacts 

that have damaged their natural resources and 

changed their society and culture in many ways. In 

fact, local communities have benefited very little 

from tourism. Sustainable tourism, although it has 

been the main area of efforts for the development of 

some countries, but it has been criticized due to some 

shortcomings that can prevent the full participation of 

local people and the desired results. Therefore, a more 

comprehensive and holistic approach to development, 

which needed to be initiated, planned and 

M 
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implemented by local people and for local people, 

was needed. "Community-based tourism" became 

popular in the mid-1990s, changing the bottom-up 

approach to development in an effort to truly and 

fully involve the community at all levels of 

development. Similar to other models of tourism 

development, there is a great distance between the 

academic definition of this concept and the way it is 

used by professionals (Tasci et al., 2013). In literature, 

Peter Murphy is considered as one of the pioneers of 

community-based tourism. His important work in 

1985 has had a significant impact on the development 

of community-based tourism research. In his book, 

Murphy (1985) considered tourism as a "community 

industry" and called for the participation of local 

communities in decision-making and planning 

processes. (Ishihara, 2020). Rather than focusing 

specifically on nature or charity, community-based 

tourism benefits the community and its environment 

as a whole. From the traveler's point of view, 

community-based tourism offers an opportunity to 

immerse in local culture and participate in a 

completely unique tourism experience (Kwangseh, 

2014). It can be said that the use of local community 

resources with their supervision and control over the 

development process is one of the main foundations 

of tourism planning based on the community-based 

approach. Tourism planning based on this approach is 

a bottom-up plan because it emphasizes the 

development in the community rather than the 

development of the community. Under this approach, 

local residents are considered as the focal point of 

tourism planning, not Tourists and government 

officials. Despite these issues, there are many issues 

in the formulation and implementation of tourism 

programs based on a community-oriented approach, 

for example, the level of residents' awareness and 

familiarity with the planning and participation 

processes, residents' apathy, the time-consuming and 

difficult planning processes. The residents' trust 

pointed to representatives and elected people (Ziaei 

and Torab Ahmadi, 2012; 190). In general, 

community-based tourism is tourism that is planned, 

developed, owned and managed by the community 

for the community, guided by collective decision-

making, accountability, access, ownership and 

benefits. It is conceived as a win-win exchange 

between the host and the guests. Guests enjoy 

discovering the natural and cultural heritage and 

wisdom of the destination people, while the host 

gains more awareness and pride because their natural 

and cultural heritage and wisdom is a source of 

economic and social well-being (Ishihara, 2020). In 

any case, in destinations where tourism development 

takes place and tourists come into contact with local 

people and the environment, attention is paid to the 

effects of tourism. Undoubtedly, the destination is the 

place where the greatest need to identify, measure and 

manage such effects, whether positive or negative, is 

felt (Sharpley and Telfer, 2014; 289). Despite all the 

benefits of community-based tourism, in most 

developing countries, few powers are given to the 

local community and attention is paid to their abilities 

to manage their resources in order to maximize the 

benefits of tourism, because the tourism strategy in 

these countries is a government-oriented activity and 

serves to achieve their specific social and economic 

agendas (Zargham Borojeni & Bazarafshan, 2015). 

According to Kwangseh (2014), some of the reasons 

for the lack of community development despite 

tourism activities are that few local communities are 

involved in tourism activities. This means that most 

local communities are excluded when making 

decisions, planning, investing, promoting or 

developing the tourism industry. The review of 

relevant literature showed that few studies have been 

done in connection with community-based tourism, 

especially in the field of mountain villages inside the 

country. Emami (2021) did research titled presenting 

the local model of community-based rural tourism 

development (case study of Giulan province). The 

results of the research show that the index of 

community-based tourism in the cities of this 

province is classified into two groups. Also, in the 

field of factors affecting the development of 

community-based rural tourism, economic, 

environmental, social and management indicators 

have been influential. Ranjbar (2021) conducted 

research on the impact of agricultural experience 

tourism on the sustainable development of the village 

in Kashan. The findings of his research showed that 

agricultural tourism can help a lot as an alternative 

strategy in the field of sustainable rural development 

and agriculture, among other suggestions and options. 

But tourism in general and agricultural tourism in 

particular, in order to be able to respond to the ever-

increasing demand and different needs of tourists, 

must use creativity and innovation to diversify its 

services and products, and this is the basis for the 

development of businesses, especially It provides 

small businesses and entrepreneurship development. 

Jahanbin's research (2021) showed that the activation 
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of the community-based tourism industry (the quality 

of two-way communication between residents and 

government officials, government incentive programs 

to develop people's participation in tourism, providing 

investment resources, updating tourism information 

and facilitating the enjoyment of new technologies 

with little negative impact on the environment) is 

more important than other factors. Behzadfar et al. 

(2017) found in quantitative research in Nayband 

village that the development of community-based 

tourism has a positive and significant effect on the 

prosperity of residents' businesses. Zargham Borojeni 

& Bazarafshan (2015) in the study of rural 

community-based tourism in the village of Asiyab 

Sar Behshahr found that the local community should 

receive the necessary training in relation to tourism 

management and development, and then the 

necessary facilities for tourism management should 

be provided to them so that they can develop at their 

own will. Manage tourism in the village. Mokhtari 

(2012) by examining the challenges of implementing 

community-based tourism in Iran found that these 

challenges include the lack of formal and informal 

tourism training in local communities, the lack of 

coordination and cooperation between institutions 

related to tourism management in Iran, the lack of 

trust between society and the government, low The 

level of knowledge of local people in the field of 

tourism and the lack of financial resources in local 

communities for the development of tourism projects. 

In foreign research, Pham Hong, Ngo, and Pham 

(2021) conducted a study entitled Community-based 

tourism: opportunities and challenges in rural 

Vietnam. They found that there are various tourism 

potentials in this village to attract tourists. In addition, 

the support of the government and international 

organizations along with the hospitality of the local 

people has strengthened the development of 

community-based tourism. However, the lack of 

human resources, production space and raw resources 

as well as the competition of industrial products has 

hindered the development of community-based 

tourism in this village. Priatmoko et al. (2021) found 

in their research that in order to achieve sustainable 

rural community-based tourism, factors such as the 

approval and enthusiasm of official leaders (village 

elders), the way of life and environment of the local 

community, informal leaders, and the management 

team should be paid attention to. Yunikawati et al. 

(2021) found in research in Indonesia that the 

increase in job opportunities has led to a lot of 

employment. Nugroho & Numata (2020) found that 

the impact of residents' social and demographic 

characteristics and their support for tourism 

development is completely influenced by perceived 

benefit and cost. The research findings of Khartishvili 

et al. (2020) showed that various factors affect the 

sustainable development of community-based 

tourism activities, especially in mountainous areas, 

which include the integration of local development 

activities and tourism, the formulation of specific 

guidelines for tourism projects Community-oriented 

is the diversification of products based on the local 

community. Vitchayakavin et al. (2020) investigated 

the development factors of community-based tourism 

in Thailand. Their findings showed that the important 

factors of community participation are: ownership, 

support and external support policy, marketing, 

creating value and supply chain, empowering people, 

leadership and participation. Also, Kayat (2014) in his 

model introduced competitive management, resource 

conservation, creating benefits for the local 

community, involvement and commitment of the 

local community, cooperation and networking, 

empowerment, and leadership as the way to achieve 

sustainable rural community-based tourism. As the 

background of the research shows, in the field of 

internal research, most of the researches paid attention 

to the attitude of local people towards the 

development of community-based tourism and its 

effects, but external researches, in addition to the 

effects of community-based tourism, also provide 

models in this field to the dimensions and 

components of tourism. They have also paid attention 

to society. Also, no coherent and complete research 

has been done in the field of mountain villages. 

Therefore, in this research, we seek to present a 

model of community-based tourism in the area of 

mountain villages, so that the beneficiaries of this area 

can use it to implement the development of 

community-based tourism.  

3.Research Methodology 

3.1. Geographical Scope of the Research 

The study area of this research is Kojur section of 

Nowshahr County in Mazandaran province. Kojur is 

bounded by the Caspian Sea from the north, Chalus 

River from the west, Nur city from the east. This rural 

and mountainous part has more than 70 small and big 

villages in total. Due to the vastness of pastures, 

Kojur region is relatively scattered and most of the 

villages are far from each other. Kojur region is one 

of the important regions of Mazandaran province in 
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the field of handicrafts. Kojur has a mountainous 

climate. Most of the time, the weather does not have a 

seasonal order, and for this reason, it cannot be clearly 

placed in one of the seasonal groups. The winters of 

this region are very cold and accompanied by 

snowfall, and the summers are mild. The amount of 

rainfall in this area is very high and this has caused 

the diversity of vegetation. Vegetation has forced the 

people of the region to engage in agriculture, farming 

and horticulture. According to the last census of 2015, 

the population of Kojur was equal to 3,120 people 

and 1,052 households, and it was upgraded to a city in 

2015. The type of tourism in Kojur region is mostly 

residential tourism and second homes, and the most 

important motivation for tourists is nature tourism and 

using the suitable climate of Kojur region. Kojur has 

various tourist attractions. Its natural attractions 

include Farakhin lake in Veysar village, Divcheshme, 

Kandolus waterfall and natural hot water in Dalir 

village. Its religious attractions include Taher and 

Motahar tombs in Hezarkhal village and Fazl and 

Fazel tombs in Kandolus. Its cultural attractions 

include the museum of anthropology and medicinal 

plants of Kandolus village and special ritual and 

traditional ceremonies. On the other hand, all Kojur 

villages have their own special capabilities, for 

example, Nichkuh village has special felt products, 

Kushkak village is famous in the field of music and 

all kinds of musical instruments and Chetan village 

has adventure tourism capabilities.  

3.2. Methodology 

The methodology used in this research was qualitative 

analysis and applied and developmental research and 

mixed method (qualitative and quantitative) in terms of 

data collection. In the qualitative part, the data method 

of the Systematic Grounded Theory of Corbin and 

Strauss (1990) was used. The statistical population of 

the research in the qualitative part included 20 

entrepreneurs and activists in the field of tourism, 

handicrafts, relevant local officials and academic 

experts. The statistical population in a small part 

includes the residents of the mountainous villages of 

Kojur in Nowshahr. The sampling method for 

selecting participants in the interview was purposeful 

and theoretical, the interviews were semi-structured 

and in-depth (7 women and 13 men) and each 

interview lasted an average of 30 to 90 minutes. No 

new data was added to the interviews that could 

expand the characteristics of the categories and it was 

considered theoretical saturation, which reached 

saturation in the 20th interview. In the quantitative part, 

due to the fact that the number of residents in the 

villages is not known precisely due to the rural 

conditions of the region, the maximum sample size 

was determined to be 384. Also, random clustering and 

available sampling method was used in quantitative 

part to gather the dada. MAXQDA2020 software was 

used to analyze the interviews of the qualitative part in 

three stages of open, central and axial coding, and 

finally, the paradigm model of community-based 

tourism was drawn in six categories of causal factors, 

contextual factors, intervening factors, main 

phenomena, strategies and consequences. In the 

analysis of the quantitative part, first by using Content 

Validity Ratio (CVR) to summarize the items from the 

qualitative part using the opinion of 11 academic 

experts, and then by distributing the questionnaires, in 

order to analyze them using the factor analysis method 

with the help of Smart.PLS software. The validity and 

reliability of the research was carried out with the 

evaluation method of Lincoln and Goba (1994) based 

on the criteria of accreditation, transferability, 

trustworthiness and verifiability as follows: the 

participants expressed their opinion in relation to the 

research report, the analysis process and the obtained 

categories. And according to their comments, the 

results were revised and modified. The use of rich and 

primary data and collecting a wide range of views and 

interviewing people from different levels confirm the 

transferability in this research. Also, documenting all 

stages of research, recording interviews, details related 

to how to collect data, categories obtained from data 

and researcher's notes, exchange of opinions with peers 

in the research process and coding confirm its 

reliability. The researcher tried to improve the 

verifiability index of the research by minimizing the 

interventions in the descriptions. In the quantitative 

section, we evaluated the validity and reliability of the 

measurement models and the structural model, which 

is shown in the findings section.  

4. Research Findings 

4.1. Qualitative section 

As mentioned, in-depth interviews were conducted 

with 20 people in the qualitative section. The 

demographic characteristics of this samples showed 

that 6 of them were in the field of handicrafts, 8 in the 

field of tourism, 3 had an active ecotourism residence, 

1 of them was a rural expert and 2 of them were 

academic faculty members, and 7 of them were 

women. Also, 13 people were men and most of them 

(12 people) were married. According to the results of 

Table 1, by analyzing the interviews, 749 initial open 
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codes were obtained, which were converted into 16 

categories of the first level by combining the obtained 

open codes at the next level. 

 
Table 1. Concepts and categories derived from the data 

Second level category First level category Identified open codes 

Causal Condition 

Mental 
Belief, flourishing talent, entrepreneurial thinking, interest, creative 

visualization, vision and insight 

Behavioral 

Persistence, having a goal, self-reliance, working seriously, motivation to 

create employment, concern for maintaining traditions, ability, lifestyle, 

identifying opportunities 

Contextual Condition 

Group Teamwork, support of friends 

Family 
Family background, family support, family encouragement, influence of 

family environment, learning in family, family character 

Individual 

Concerns (concern for the present, future, marriage, environment, local 

development), giving importance to tourists, willingness to act legally, 

lack of government employment, education (need to have skills, lack of 

skills, superficial education, lack of education, importance of education), 

limitation of illness, different previous experiences (childhood 

experience, second job), role model (importance of role model) 

Intervening condition 

Infrastructure Infrastructural problems, attention to infrastructure 

Political and laws 

Lack of support (lack of conformity of related departments, lack of 

support of officials and departments, lack of support of local officials), 

support (support of other organizations, support of stakeholders, support 

of monetary financial organizations, need for support of beneficiaries), 

government policies (notification of executive plans ), the necessity of 

supervision, the necessity of having support (providing a work platform, 

the necessity of full cooperation, facilitating the creation of a business, 

facilitating the legal sector, real support), the performance and protection 

of cultural heritage (negative view of the heritage administration), not 

expecting from the officials, the necessity of the program tiny 

Sociocultural 

The situation (people's reaction (local people's unwillingness to work, 

lack of acceptance of the new generation), bad conditions of the society, 

dissatisfaction with the current situation, lack of suitability of the current 

situation), local society (desire of the local community, attention to local 

culture, acceptance of local culture by tourists), the time-consuming 

nature of changes, lack of support from universities, the influence of the 

media, lack of information about government support, lack of 

information from people and officials, the impact of the environment, the 

necessity of cultivation 

Economical 

Economic prerequisite (investment, need for support, importance of 

financial support, gaining the trust of tourists, the need to generate income 

for the local community, paying attention to the potential, the existence of 

product demand, the importance of product demand, economic concern, 

the importance of the target market, business growth potential, The 

necessity of tangible results, people's acceptance of traditional products, 

having a special customer) economic limitation (tourism as a second job, 

lack of suitable working space, sales problem) (production limitation, raw 

material procurement limitation, tourism seasonality, customer's lack of 

purchasing power, pricing limitation ), lack of initial money, lack of 

expert staff)  

Strategies 

developmental 

Production development, cooperation with specialists, obtaining 

permission, cooperation with organizations, action for work, job change, 

cooperation with heritage office, work development 

Marketing and product 

Sales marketing training, holding a festival, sales methods (product 

creativity, slow product release, relational marketing), the importance of 

attending in the exhibition 
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Second level category First level category Identified open codes 

Financial Obtaining facilities, self-investment, no financial request 

Education 
Experiential education and learning, reading books, trial and error, action 

for education, internet education 

Consequences 

Sociocultural 

Negative (cultural invasion, job dissatisfaction) 

Positive (Having an impact, supporting the local community, improving 

the quality of life, changing attitudes, cultural exchange, not migrating to 

the city, strengthening the sense of empathy, accepting tourists, 

strengthening the preservation of their heritage, discovering people's 

talents) 

Environmental 

Negative (environmental pollution, spatial destruction, waste production) 

Positive (not having a negative impact, paying attention to the 

environment) 

Economical 

Negative (negative economic impact, negative publicity) 

Positive (the cheapness of the product, creating value, having customers, 

producing a cultural product, an original product, economic impact 

(positive economic impact, job creation), increasing income, developing 

the business chain, positive advertising, the presence of investors) 

 

In the following, the categories of the first level were 

taken to the second level and were drawn in the form 

of six components of the Grounded Theory paradigm 

model of the category foundation and the paradigm 

model (Figure 1). The main phenomenon in this 

model is “passion for action” because all parts of the 

model represent this category. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 1. Paradigmatic model of results of open and axial coding of passion for community-based tourism action 

in mountain villages  

Source: Developed by the researcher from the research findings, 2023 
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4.2. Quantitative section 

In this section, in order to test the paradigm model of 

the research, the data obtained from the opinions of 

the samples (384 questionnaires obtained) were 

analyzed in order to investigate the factors affecting 

the development of community-based tourism and the 

related structural model in the mountain villages, 

which is on two levels: descriptive and inferential. 

The questionnaire designed for the quantitative part is 

the result of the qualitative part that was refined by 

the Content Validity Ratio (CVR) and the final 

questionnaire was designed for distribution. The 

demographic analysis of this section indicated that in 

terms of gender, 65.6% of people were male, in terms 

of age, 63.3% were between 30 and 50 years old, in 

terms of marriage, 58.1% of people were married, and 

in terms of education, 64.6% of people had a 

diploma. In the following, we will validate the five 

measurement models of the paradigm model of 

research, that is, the measurement models of causal, 

contextual, intervening factors, strategies, and 

consequences. 

4.2.1. Validation of measurement models 

Before performing the factor analysis, it is necessary 

to test the distribution of the data for normality by 

using Kolmogorov-Smirnov test in order to determine 

which test and with which software the analysis can 

be performed. The result of the Kolmogorov-Smirnov 

test for all components indicated the non-normality of 

the data distribution. Therefore, Smart.PLS software 

and convergent and divergent validity and reliability 

were used for factor analysis and fitting of 

measurement models. 

 
Table 2. Validity and reliability indicators of research measurement models 
Factors AVE CR 2R Cronbach's Alpha 

Mental factors 0.725 0.887 0.841 0.810 

Behavioral factors 0.638 0.913 0.839 0.839 

Causal factors 0.839 0.912 - 0.80 

Group factors 0.782 0.877 0.679 0.721 

Family factors 0.628 0.871 0.787 0.80 

Individual factors 0.613 0.926 0.726 0.90 

Contextual factors 0.732 0.891 - 0.816 

Infrastructure factors 0.652 0.789 0.549 0.768 

Legal political factors 0.586 0.951 0.803 0.945 

Economic factors 0.606 0.944 0.799 0.934 

Sociocultural factors 0.646 0.916 0.652 0.889 

Intervening factors 0.699 0.902 - 0.854 

Developmental factors 0.593 0.879 0.792 0.828 

Marketing and product factors 0.678 0.863 0.658 0.762 

Financial factors 0.714 0.833 0.417 0.602 

Educational factors 0.753 0.901 0.611 0.836 

Strategies 0.619 0.865 - 0.789 

Sociocultural factors 0.626 0.921 0.834 0.900 

Environmental factors 0.660 0.886 0.708 0.828 

Economic consequences factors 0.570 0.922 0.802 0.905 

Consequences factors 0.779 0.913 - 0.858 

 

As the Table 2 shows, the fit indices of all model 

components have an average variance extracted 

(AVE) higher than 0.5. Also, the composite reliability 

indices (CR) and Cronbach's Alpha of all variables 

are higher than 0.7, which indicate the reliability of 

the measurement models.  

4.2.2. Validation of the structural model  

Based on the model analysis algorithm in Partial least 

squares (PLS), the indices used to validate the 

structural model include Z significance coefficients, 

R2 criterion, Q2 criterion, and finally the fit of the 

overall GOF model, which we will discuss below. 

The structural model of the research is shown in two 

modes of estimation of standard coefficients and in 

the mode of significance in Figures 2 and 3. The 

fitting of the structural model using the Z coefficient 

or T-Value is such that the coefficients must be 

greater than 1.96 in order to confirm their significance 

at the 95% level. 
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Figure 2. The structural model of community-based tourism in the estimation mode of standard coefficients 

 

 
Figure 3. The structural model of community-based tourism in significance mode (t-value) 

 

As the results of Figure 2 and 3 show, the path 

coefficients of the relationships between the six 

factors (causal, core phenomena, contextual, 

intervening, strategies and consequences) are more 

than 1.96, which indicates the significance of these 

relationships and the appropriateness of the structural 

model.  

4.2.3. R2 criterion for the structural model 

This criterion is related to dependent variables of the 

structural model, the higher this value is, the better the 

fit of the model. Three values of 0.19, 0.33 and 0.67 

are considered as the criteria for weak, medium and 

strong values (Davari and Rezazadeh, 2012). As 

shown in Figure 2, the values of 0.281, 0.905 and 

0.696 were obtained for the dependent variables of 

passion for action, strategies and consequences, 

which confirms the appropriateness of the fit of the 

structural model. 

4.2.4. Criterion Q2 for structural model 

The second criterion for assessing the fit of the 

structural model is the Q2 criterion, which determines 

the predictive power of the model, if the value of Q2 
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in the case of a dependent obtains three values: 0.02, 

0.15, and 0.35, respectively, indicating It has weak, 

medium and strong predictive power of related 

independent variable (Davari and Rezazadeh, 2012).

 
Table 3. Fit of structural model endogenous variables with Q2 criterion 

Factors  SSO SSE 1-SSE/SSO 

Passion for action 384.000000 276.675442 0.279491 

consequences 1152.000000 521.788047 0.547059 

Strategies 1536.000000 694.422808 0.547902 

 

As the above table shows, the value of Q2 related 

to the related structures - passion for action, 

consequences and strategies, shows the predictive 

power and strong fit of the structural model, that 

is, the model has the ability to predict the 

indicators related to the endogenous structures of 

the model . 

4.2.5. General model fit (GOF) 

In structural equation modeling with the help of 

PLS software, the GOF index is used to fit the 

entire model. According to Tenenhaus et al. 

(2004), the GOF index or the goodness of fit 

index in the PLS model is a practical solution for 

checking the overall fit of the model and works 

like the fit indices in covariance-based methods, 

and it can be used to check the validity or quality 

of the PLS model. This index also works like the 

fit indices of the Lisrel model and is between zero 

to one, and three values of 0.01, 0.25 and 0.36 

have been introduced as weak, medium and strong 

values for GOF, respectively. Also, close values 

are an indicator of good quality of the model. The 

overall criterion of fit (GOF) can be calculated 

using the following formula: 

GOF=√avrage (Comunalities)*R2 

 
Table 4. Checking the GOF fit index 

Factors Communality R2 

Causal factors 0.838 - 

Passion for action 1 0.281 

Intervening factors 0.699 - 

Consequences factors 0.779 0.696 

Strategies factors 0.618 0.905 

Contextual factors 0.731 - 

Average 0.777 0.627 

GOF fit index 0.697 

 

According to the three values of 0.01; 0.25 and 

0.36 as weak, medium and strong values for GOF, 

obtaining a value of 0.697 for GOF shows the 

overall strong fit of the model in the present 

study.  

5. Discussion and conclusion 

The purpose of the current research was to present a 

community-based tourism model in the mountain 

villages of Kojur in Nowshahr city. The results of 

twenty in-depth interviews with tourism activists in 

Kojur region led to the identification of 16 core 

categories. The main phenomenon in the process of 

community-based tourism was "passion for action" 

and other categories are in some way towards this 

main category.  According to the paradigm model of 

community-based tourism, the reason for the desire to 

act in the direction of community-based tourism are 

mental and behavioral factors that various 

background and intervening factors play a role in this 

process. The desire for action leads to the adoption of 

strategies such as development, marketing and 

product, financial and education strategies, which 

ultimately lead to socio-cultural, environmental and 

economic consequences, which can be positive or 

negative. The results of the data coding showed that 

"mental" and "behavioral" factors play a role in the 

emergence of enthusiasm for action in the 

community-based tourism model. The causal 

categories obtained, including the change of outlook 

and beliefs and entrepreneurial thinking in this 

research, are aligned with the community-based 

tourism research of Dadvarkhani and Ghanian (2017), 

Karmian (2019), Jahanbin (2019), Lee and John 

(2019) and Kayat (2014). The most important 

influencing factor is the local community's 

perspective on tourism development. Changing 
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beliefs and increasing interest in this area can play an 

important role. At the behavioral level, having a goal, 

persevering, working seriously and identifying 

opportunities are among the factors influencing the 

desire to act in the direction of community-based 

tourism. The results of data coding showed that 

"group", "family", and "individual" factors provide 

context for adopting community-based tourism 

strategies. The support of friends and teamwork with 

them in the field of group factors, family background, 

support and learning in the family as family factors, 

environmental concern, personal training and various 

previous experiences of people as individual factors 

affecting action in the direction of community-based 

tourism. The contextual categories obtained in this 

research, such as the importance and necessity of 

education and the role of the family, are in line with 

the researches of Ranjbar (2021), Mokhtari (2012), 

Yunikawati et al. (2021), Zargham Borojeni and 

Bazarafshan (2015) and Najarzadeh and Torabi 

(2016). The results of data coding showed that 

"infrastructural", "political-legal", "economic" and 

"socio-cultural" factors are intervening factors for 

adopting community-based tourism strategies. The 

findings of this research show that there are many 

intervening factors in the field of community-based 

tourism in mountain villages that have greatly 

influenced the adoption of strategies. Infrastructural 

problems, legal and political problems, economic 

limitations, the demand of the local community, lack 

of support from government officials, unrealistic 

support, barriers to creating new businesses and lack 

of suitable expert personnel are among the 

intervening factors in the direction of action for 

community-based tourism in mountainous villages. 

This result is in agreement with the research results of 

Hossain and Uchinlayen (2018), Ranjbar (2021), Lo 

and Janta (2020), Yunikawati et al (2021), Dangi and 

Jamal (2016), Zargham Borojeni and Bazarafshan 

(2015) and Jahanbin (2021).  The results also showed 

that "developmental", "marketing and product", 

"financial" and "educational" strategies are action 

against "passion for action" in the field of 

community-based tourism. In fact, people under the 

influence of conditions and contexts, as well as causal 

factors, engage in tactics, and these actions and 

reactions form main phenomenon. Among the 

strategies that people follow at this stage include 

business development, obtaining licenses, 

cooperation with organizations, attending exhibitions, 

relational marketing, obtaining financial facilities, 

investment, and education and learning. Cooperation 

with stakeholders and networking and training are 

among the categories that are mentioned in the 

researches of Mokhtari (2012), Kayat (2014), Ranjbar 

(2021), Najarzadeh and Torabi (2016) and Zargham 

Borojeni and Bazarafshan (2015) which are in line 

with the present research. The results of data coding 

indicate that the adopted strategies will have "socio-

cultural", "environmental" and "economic" 

consequences, which can be positive or negative. 

Improvement of the quality of life, cultural exchange, 

lack of migration to cities, attention to the 

environment, increase in income, development of 

business chain, positive advertising and the presence 

of investors are among the positive consequences. 

But cultural invasion, environmental pollution, 

destruction of place, negative economic impact, 

negative advertising and job dissatisfaction of local 

people are some of the negative consequences in this 

field. Considering the consequences of community-

based tourism development in the research of Badri et 

al (2008), Charipouri (2017), Lee and John (2019) 

and Yunikawati et al (2021) is in line with current 

research. The results also show that "passion for 

action" is the main phenomenon of the community-

based tourism model of Kojur mountain villages. This 

urge to act can be seen from the causal factors to the 

consequences. A passion for action is a common 

element among all contributors. Many reasons make 

people want to take action and strategies. For 

example, having the background and basic facilities 

to start is the thing that encourages people to take 

action. In general, most of the interviewees admitted 

that they have the potential and desire to grow and 

develop and work, but they are not supported in 

reality. Many intervening factors have prevented 

them from working. Priatmoko et al (2021) also 

found in their research that the approval and 

enthusiasm of official leaders, the way of life and 

environment of the local community and the 

management team were necessary to achieve 

sustainable rural community-based tourism, which is 

in line with the results of the present research. 

Considering the causal factors found to be effective 

on the desire to take action in the field of community-

based tourism, it is suggested to the managers and 

practitioners of tourism in the mental field, by holding 

appropriate training classes in the field of tourism 

businesses, to first correct the insight and perspective 

of the local community and strengthen the interest 

and belief for action in them. In terms of behavior, it 
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is suggested to the practitioners to strengthen the 

capabilities and motivations of the local indigenous 

community by holding related skill-oriented training 

courses. Considering the contextual factors as the 

effective context for community-based tourism 

strategies, it is suggested to the practitioners, 

considering the high potential of families in support 

for activists, by holding skill-based and informative 

training courses, to equip families in rural areas with 

skills and development.  According to the identified 

intervening factors, it is suggested to those involved 

in this field, first of all, in terms of infrastructure, they 

should develop and solve the infrastructure problems 

of mountain villages for the presence and 

sustainability of tourists. Secondly, it is suggested to 

the authorities to remove the legal obstacles of 

tourism activists with appropriate measures and 

provide the necessary support to the activists and 

interested parties with the help of monetary and 

financial institutions. According to the adopted 

strategies, it is suggested to the relevant managers and 

officials to facilitate the process of obtaining licenses 

for the activists of this field, to support in the field of 

marketing and sales of tourism products and to hold 

festivals of the supply of capabilities, as well as by 

financial facilities facilitate community-based 

businesses. Considering the socio-cultural, 

environmental and economic consequences of 

community-based tourism development obtained in 

this research, it is suggested to inform the local 

indigenous community about the negative effects of 

tourism development by holding appropriate 

trainings. It is also suggested that those involved, 

considering the importance of community-based 

tourism development and its positive effects, facilitate 

the development of this type of tourism with long-

term planning and develop it as much as possible in 

mountain villages. One of the limitations of the 

current research is that due to the low level of 

education and training of some participants, it was 

difficult to conduct interviews and receive the desired 

information, therefore, in this regard, it is suggested 

that the interview questions be designed in a simple 

and comprehensive manner to get more in-depth 

information. Hard access to the mountain villages of 

Kojur region was one of the other limitations, and in 

this regard, it is suggested to follow up the research 

work in the warm seasons of the year. 
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 مقدمه .1
  باار  اخیاار هااای سااا  در گردشااگری توساا   رویکردهااای از بسیاری

  فرهناا   و محاای  از حفاظت محلی، جوامع توانمندسازی و مشارکت

  و  حمایاات  زیاارا  اند  کرده  تمرکز  جام    پایدار  توس    و  میزبان  جام  

است.    ضروری  امری  گردشگری  توس    موفقیت  برای  جام    مشارکت

  سااط   متضاامن  کاا   شااد  مطرح  محور  جام    گرشگری  میان  این  در

  و  توساا    فرآیند  در  پایداری  لوای  تحت  محلی  جوامع  مشارکت  بالای

  دارا  ب  دلیاا  از کشور شما  روستاهای. است گردشگری ریزی برنام 

فاارد و همینااین  طبی ی و کوهسااتانی منح اار باا    های جاذب  بودن

  فراهم  را  گرشگران  جذب  زمین   اند  توانست   فرهن  بومی محلی غنی

اثاارام منفاای و مشااک م    ناپایاادار  و  انبااوه  گردشگری  توس  .  نمایند

  میراث  بالای  بسیار  های  پتانسی   رغم  زیادی را برای این روستاها علی

  در  گردشگری  برای آنها ایجاد کرده است. همینین طبی ی و فرهنگی

  و  اقت ااادی  اثاارام  بااا  انبااوه  و  خودجااو   رشااد  دلیاا   ب   ناحی   نای

  قیمت بی روی  افزایش مح ولام، قیمت افزایش چون منفی  محیطی

  مسکن، و زمین خرید در  جوانان  ناتوانی  زندگی،  هزین   افزایش  زمین،

  کاااهش  روستایی،  خانوارهای  میان  طبقاتی  شکاف  و  درآمدی  اخت ف

  دنبااا   باا   را  شاا    و  درآمااد  شدن  ف لی  و  کشاورزی  بخش  شاغ ن

  در  محااور  جام    گردشگری  درباره  هایی پژوهش  داشت  است. هرچند

  دانشاای اناادکی هایپژوهش  اما  است  شده  انجام  کشور  خارج  و  داخ 

  مشااک م  حاا   و  محااور  جام اا   گردشااگری  توساا    درباره  کاربردی

  پژوهشاای هاای  و اند کرده تولید کوهستانی روستاهای در گردشگری

  کوهسااتانی  روسااتاهای  بافاات  در  محااور  جام    گردشگری  بررسی  ب 

 .  است  نپرداخت   نوشهر  شهرستان  حوزه  و  کشور  شما 

 

 

 . ادبیات نظری تحقیق2
علیرغم پتانسی  های گردشگری حقیقتی نگران کننده وجود دارد ک   

سا  گذشت  از زمان ظهااور جهااانی  اان ت گردشااگری،    50در طی  

در  ری دریافاات کاارده انااد.  مزایااای کماای از گردشااگجوامااع محلاای  

حقیقاات، جوامااع محلاای از گردشااگری بساایار کاام بهااره باارده انااد.  

  از برخاای توساا   باارای تاا   ا االی اگرچ  زمین  پایدار گردشگری

  مااانع توانااد ماای کاا  هااا کاسااتی برخاای دلیاا  ب  ولی بوده  کشورها

  قاارار انتقاااد مورد شود، نظر مورد نتایج و  محلی  مردم  کام   مشارکت

  نیاااز ک  توس  ،  برای  ک  نگر  و  تر  جامع  رویکرد  یک  بنابراین،.  گرفت

  محلاای  مااردم  باارای  و  محلاای  افراد  توس   اجرا و ریزی برنام  آغاز، ب 

  دهاا   اواساا   در "جام اا  محااور گردشااگری" .بااود نیاز مورد داشت،

  جانباا  هماا  و واق اای مشااارکت برای ت   در و شد محبوب 1990

ت ییاار    بالا ب  پایین از را توس   سطوح توس  ، رویکرد هم  در جام  

توساا     کاا   اساات  گردشگری  گردشگری جام   محور  بطور کلیداد.  

  شود،  می  مدیریت  و  مالکیت  توس  ،  ریزی،  برنام   جام   برای جام  

مسئولیت پذیری، دسترسی، مالکیت   جم ی، گیری ت میم توس   ک 

  میزبان بین برد-برد مبادل   یک  عنوان  ب   ینا.  شود  هدایت می  و مزایا

  فرهنگی  و  طبی ی  میراث  کشف  از  میهمانان.  شود  می  ت ور  مهمانان  و

  میزبااان کاا  حااالی در برنااد  ماای  رضااایت  و  لذم  مق د  مردم  خرد  و

  و  طبی اای  میااراث  زیاارا  آورنااد  می  دست ب  را بیشتری غرور و آگاهی

   است.  اجتماعی  و  اقت ادی  رفاه  منبع  آنها  خرد  و  فرهنگی

 روش تحقیق. 3  
پژوهش حاضر از نظر هدف از نوع بنیااادی و از نظاار رو  گااردآوری  

داده ها از آمیخت  )کیفی کمی( می باشااد. در بخااش کیفاای از رو   

 ( استفاده شد.  1990داده بنیاد سیستماتیک اشتروس )

  
 : نویسندة مسئو . 
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نفر از کارآفرینااان و    20جام   آماری تحقیق در بخش کیفی شام   

ف الین حوزه گردشگری،  نایع دستی، مساائولان ماارتب  محلاای و  

جام   آماری در بخش کماای شااام   خبرگان دانشگاهی بوده است.  

-ساکنین روستاهای کوهستانی کجور نوشهر بوده است. رو  نمون 

 ورم هدفمند  ب   کنندگان در م احب گیری برای انتخاب مشارکت

زن و   7و نظری بود، م احب  ها ب ورم نیم  ساختاریافت  و عمیق )

و زمانیک  ب  یافت  های م احب  هاای  داده تااازه  ام شد  مرد( انج  13

ای اضاف  نشد ک  بتوان ویژگی های مقول  ها را توس  و بس  دهااد  

شااباع رسااید. در  اشباع نظری تلقی شد ک  در م احب  بیسااتم باا  ا

بخش کمی، با توج  ب  مشخص نبودن دقیق ت داد ساکنین روستاها  

ب  دلی  شرای  یی قی و قش قی بودن منطق ، لااذا حااداکجر حجاام  

نفر ت یین شد. رو  نمون  گیااری بخااش کماای از نااوع    384نمون   

خوش  ای ت ادفی و دردسترس بوده است. جهاات تجزیاا  و تحلیاا   

و    MAXQDA2020ز ناارم افاازار  م اااحب  هااای بخااش کیفاای ا

تحلی  پرسشنام  های بخش کیفی از رو  م ااادلام ساااختاری بااا  

 .  استفاده شد  Smart PLSنرم افزار    کمک

 تحقیق یافته های. 4
مد  گردشگری جام   محور روستاهای کوهستانی بدست آمااده در  

ی  این تحقیق شام  شش جزء می باشد. عوام  علی شام  دو مولف 

،  "گروهی"  ی، عوام  زمین  ای شام  س  مولف "رفتاری"و   "ذهنی"

ی  ، عوام  مداخلاا  گاار شااام  چهااار مولفاا "فردی"و    "خانوادگی"

مداخلاا  گاار  "و    "اقت ااادی"،  "قااوانین  -سیاساای"،  "زیرساااختی"

توساا    "ی  ، عوام  راهبردی شام  چهار مولف "فرهنگی  -اجتماعی

و در نهایت پیامدها    "آموز "و    "مالی"،  "بازاریابی و مح و "،  "ای

و    "زیست محیطی"،  "فرهنگی  -اجتماعیپیامد    "ی  شام  س  مولف 

اشااتیا   "می باشد. همینین پدیده ا لی در این مااد     "اقت ادی"

. تحلی  بخش کمی نیز حاکی از تایید مااد   انتخاب شد "برای اقدام

 پارادایمی و رواب  بین اجزاء بوده است.  

 بحث و نتیجه گیری.  5
  روسااتاهای محااور جام    گردشگری  مد   ارائ   حاضر  ژوهشپ  هدف

بااا توجاا  باا  مشااک م  .  اساات  بااوده  نوشااهر  شهرسااتان  کوهستانی

گردشگری روستاهای کوهستانی منطق  کجور نوشهر، ماای تااوان بااا  

توج  ب  فرآیند توس   گردشگری جام اا  محااور بااا کاااهش موانااع  

اسااتراتژی هااای  مت دد شناسایی شده و تقویت بسترها و بااا اتخاااذ  

توس   ای، بازاریابی و مح و ، مالی و آموز  ب  توس   گردشگری  

جام   محااور در روسااتاهای کوهسااتانی کمااک نمااود و پیاماادهای  

  جام اا   گردشااگری  پااارادایمی  مااد   اساااس  مجبتی را ایجاد کرد. بر

  محااور  جام اا   گردشااگری  جهاات  در  اقدام برای اشتیا  علت محور،

  عواماا   فرآینااد  ایاان  در  کاا   باشند  می  "رفتاری"  و  "ذهنی"  عوام 

  باارای اشااتیا ". کنند می ایفا نقش مختلفی گر  مداخل   و  ای  زمین 

  ،"ای  توساا  "  راهبردهااای  چااون  راهبردهایی  اتخاذ  ب   منجر  "اقدام

  نهایاات در کاا  شود می  "آموز "  و  "مالی"  ،"مح و   و  بازاریابی"

  محیطی  زیست  فرهنگی،  -اجتماعی  پیامدهای ب  راهبردها این اتخاذ

   .باشد  منفی  او ی  مجبت  تواند  می  ک   انجامد  می  اقت ادی  و

: گردشگری جام اا  محااور، رو  داده بنیاااد، روسااتای  هاکلیدواژه

 نوشهر.شهرستان  کوهستانی،  

 تشکر و قدردانی
از مح  اعتبار پژوه  دانشگاه مازندران تااامین مااالی  پژوهش حاضر  

 .ستشده ا

 

 

 
Use your device to scan and 

read the article online How to cite this article: Date: 

 

Khazaei Pul, M. & Ramezanzadeh Lasboyee, M. (2023). The 

community-based tourism model of mountain villages with the grounded 

theory approach (Case study: Kojur District, Nowshahr County). Journal 

of Research & Rural Planning, 12(1), 61-76. 

Received: 31-12-2022 
Revised: 17-01-2023 

Accepted: 18-01- 2023 

Available Online: 18-01-2023                  

http://dx.doi.org/10.22067/jrrp.v12i1.2212-1068  

 

 

http://dx.doi.org/10.22067/jrrp.v12i1.2212-1068


Journal of Research and Rural Planning 
Volume 12, No. 1, Winter 2023, Serial No. 40, Pp. 77-93 

 

eISSN: 2783-2007 ISSN: 2783-2791 

http://jrrp.um.ac.ir 

Original Article 

 

Analyzing Physical Traits of Rural Housing in order to Achieve Its 

Architectural Pattern 

(Case Study: Hezaveh Village, Markazi Province) 
 

Reza Sameh *1, Reza Jafariha 2 

 

1- Assistant Professor in Architecture, Imam Khomeini International University, Qazvin, Iran.  

2- Assistant Professor in Architecture, Buein Zahra Technical University, Buein Zahra, Qazvin, Iran. 
 

 

Abstract  
Purpose- The purpose of this article is the provision a context for the continuity and conveyance of hidden values in 

human habitations in a form of patterns for future plans. 

Design/Methodology/Approach- Hezaveh village, located in Markazi Province, is one of the habitats that has always 

been noted due to its location and physical traits. Hence, three residential samples were studied and analyzed. The 

research has been formed with an inductive approach based on field observations and documentary studies. The 

selection method of samples was based on diversity indicators in structural and functional patterns. They were extracted 

among the observed samples based on statistical data according to the number of families, type of livelihood, etc. 

Findings- The findings of the research demonstrate the way physical traits of habitats are considered in accordance 

with the natural environment, humans, and housing formation. Thus, housing can be understood as a fundamental type 

and pure form of a physical environment that represent those patterns. Because of the cold climate of the village, most 

houses have inner yards and are introverted. The ratio of the outer skin to the whole volume of buildings is low. Yards 

are relatively small and walls are thick. Moreover, the investigations revealed that there are somehow similar spaces 

in them. 

Practical implications- In its simplest use, the findings of the research might be deemed as a pattern or criterion for 

the design of rural housing which reflects the architectural properties of that region. 

Originality/Value- The analysis and inference methodology of a pattern for rural housing could be regarded as an 

innovation in this research. 
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1. Introduction 
he natural geography of Iran illustrates 

several environmental realities and their 

role in the formation, human communities’ 

settlement, and the development of their 

activities and livelihood. Therefore, the location, 

establishment, formation, and physical expansion of 

Iranian cities and villages are depended on their 

environmental and geographical conditions. 

According to the performed studies, about 67 percent 

of rural areas are located in mountains or foothills, 13 

percent in flat plains, and the rest in the desert area and 

seaside based on natural topography. This type of 

establishment demonstrates the impact of geographical 

factors on the distribution of rural habitations 

(Sartipipour, 2009). On the other hand, various natural, 

cultural, economic, political, religious, military, 

communicational, and other similar factors locally-

spatially bestow a unique identity on a rural habitat. A 

change in each of those factors can transform the role 

of each location. Hence, the formation of rural space 

can generally be influenced by natural and human 

factors that have a close interactive relation together 

(Saeidi, 1998). 

In the literature on habitation, there is an emphasis on 

the role of housing in identity acquisition (Pourdehimi 

& Nourtaghani, 2013). In the meantime, human 

settlement has always been in harmony and 

accordance with such social life, economic 

transformations, and expansion of technological 

facilities during the history of his life. The resulting 

changes might be observed in the image of their 

habitations and architecture during different periods of 

history. Rural architecture has not been an exception 

and always had a close connection with cultural and 

social values and technical and environmental 

facilities. Moreover, adherence to values, mores, and 

traditions has always ruled over rural architecture. The 

vernacular architecture is also the product of such 

communities which not only look after and develop 

traditions but also assist to maintain the ruling values 

of society and their cultural continuity (Rapoport, 

1982). The physical solidity of human habitations is 

created as a consequence of social order where the 

structure of the neighborhood, sub-neighborhood, and 

residential unit comply with the structural traits of 

society. Human is free to choose from the facilities that 

culture provides and can participate in a special and 

creative culture to a certain extent. This means that 

each individual is born within a semantic system that 

is understood through its symbolic manifestations by 

humans (Norberg-Schulz, 1975). The studies 

investigating the spatial distribution of living quality 

are very few in rural areas (Jamini & Jamshidi, 2014). 

Located in Markazi province, Hezaveh village is one 

of the areas that has kept its precious rural architecture 

and fabric. Besides, the village is prominent because of 

other aspects. Thus, the present research has studied 

the topic with the goal of investigating the physical 

traits of housing and habitation in Hezaveh village by 

analyzing three selected samples of housing with an 

inductive approach based on documentary studies with 

descriptive and analytical methods. Accordingly, the 

following questions are propounded regarding the 

subject: 

- How is the habituating pattern in Hezaveh village? 

- How are the physical and climatic traits of housing in 

Hezaveh village? 

2. Research Theoretical Literature 

2.1. Research Background 

The history of performing typology studies of rural 

housing in Iran dates back to the early 1980s when 65 

percent of the country’s population were villagers. At 

first, Building and Housing Research Center carried 

out the studies and the results were presented and 

publishes in books titled Rural Housing in Khouzestan 

Province in 1982, Rural Housing Typology of 

Kohkilooyeh and Boyer-Ahamad Province in 1984, 

Rural Housing Typology of Chahar-Mahal and 

Bakhtiari Province in 1984, Rural Housing Typology 

of Khouzestan Province in 1986, and Rural Housing 

Typology of Ilam Province in 1988. 

Afterward, the task of rural housing typology was 

undertaken by Islamic Revolution Housing 

Foundation in the late 1980s and early 1990s. One of 

the first works was the rural housing typology of 

Khorasan province. Its findings were published in a 

book titled “The Rural Housing Pattern, a Research on 

Rural Architecture of Khorasan Province” by the 

Islamic Revolution Housing Foundation in 1992. 

During the 1990s, Islamic Revolution Housing 

Foundation prepared typology plans for rural housing 

for the provinces of Khorasan, Fars, Yazd, Lorestan, 

Semnan, Isfahan, East Azerbaijan, and Ardebil. The 

studies related to the provinces of Fars and Yazd were 

devolved to this research group. In the first decade of 

the new millennium, the preparation of the typology 

plans of rural housing for the provinces of Kerman, 

Kordestan, Hormozgan, and Booshehr was also 

devolved to this research group and the job was 

T 
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implemented and handed over between 2003 and 

2006. 

Since 2005, when the special plan for rural housing 

improvement was put into action, Islamic Revolution 

Housing Foundation and its provincial branches 

commenced the design of some types of rural housing 

in many provinces by employing local consultants so 

that results could be a guideline for design offices of 

rural housing in country’s provinces. In some 

provinces, this was conducted by the main 

(controlling) consultant of the province which 

contained achievements of previous typology plans 

(Mansoori Pelasi, 2021). 

The related performed researches with this village are 

mostly about rural housing of Markazi province 

comprising selected villages including Hezaveh. For 

instance, Sartipipour’s research titled “The 

Architecture of Popular Vernacular Architecture in the 

Villages of Markazi Province” in 2013 and also the 

book titled “Rural Housing Typology of Markazi 

Province” in 2014. Hitherto, the physical traits of 

housing in Hezaveh village have not specifically been 

heeded and analyzed completely. In fact, the 

significance of the research is in accordance with the 

explanation of the physical traits of houses in this 

village which could lead to the recognition of design 

principles and the basis of habitation design. 

Moreover, it might assist designers to prevent 

spending so much time and cost in the future. 

2.2. Physical Structure of Rural Habitations 

A rural environment contains three main physical 

elements, meaning land for agricultural products, 

natural surrounding environment as the context for 

physical expansion, and human or regional habitations 

dependent on architecture (Poortaheri et al., 2011). In 

the meantime, habitation or the presence of a human 

on earth and a proper environment for that have had 

various architectural responses in traditional and 

modern thoughts (Taheri, 2013). Housing has diverse 

conceptual aspects in that it is a shelter and physical 

place in its special concept that is considered a primary 

and basic requirement of households (Sojasi Ghidari et 

al., 2015). Besides habitation, rural housing is the 

manifestation of biological-livelihood methods 

(Mohammadiyeganeh et al., 2017). Not only the house 

works as a shelter in rural areas but also it functions as 

a place for keeping livestock and produced crops and a 

place for financial activities (Ghanbari, Ramezanzadeh 

Lasboyee & Masoom Poorsmakoosh, 2010). In fact, 

the formation of habitations is taken from different 

cultural-social (Gür, 2000), economic, and 

environmental (Usta, Onur, & Efe Ziyrek, 2012) 

indicators and so, it demonstrates primitive cultural 

relations (Günce & Ertürk, 2008). Therefore, its 

recognition has a significant role in awareness of the 

present and future generations from their architecture, 

culture, and the way their principles are used in 

subsequent designs. The establishment of a rural house 

is based on some necessities raised from the ruling 

essence of the natural environment and humans. 

Hence, the roots of this establishment can be assumed 

both in capabilities and in forces of the place and also 

in human behaviors which are often dependent on the 

formation context. Climatic conditions, natural 

environment properties, space's function, dominant 

traditions, formation of building in the environment, 

and cultural and social principles all influence the body 

of the rural house (Ibid, p. 3), (Alalhesabi & Raheb, 

2008). In a physical definition, a house is a spatial 

amalgam of function, strength, and beauty in order to 

respond to the living requirements of dwellers. Besides 

covering this definition, a rural house has an organic 

structure based on the life of villagers. Thus, not only 

it meets biological needs but also it is considered the 

focal point of production and subsistence activities. 

Therefore, it bears a complex of diverse and numerous 

biological and livelihood functions (Balaban & San, 

1988), (Sartipipour, 2013). As the physical realization 

of the house, physical dimensions are the most 

objective and material subjects in evaluation, analysis, 

and planning related to housing (Management & 

Planning Organization, 2004). Regarding the physical 

nature of intervening in rural housing, the physical 

aspect of housing possesses special importance 

compared to its other aspect. That is why it usually 

receives more heed in housing studies, analyses, and 

design. As the objective appearance, the physical 

aspect of housing is influenced by a complex of factors 

intervening in rural housing (Zargar & Hatami 

Khanghani, 2015). On the other hand, one of the most 

prominent symbols in recognition of habitation 

conditions is the attention to physical indexes and 

indicators of housing (Rabieifar et al., 2014) which is 

observed as a significant aspect in evaluation, analysis, 

and planning of housing (Sartipipour, 2012). 

Depending on climatic and geographical diversity, 

rural habitations have different types (Jamini, et al. 

2014). The creation of form, plan and orientation in 

vernacular houses are affected by natural factors 

(Almusaed, 2011). Each component of the habitation 

is obtained due to a necessity in connection to several 

cultural, social, economic, natural, historic, etc. factors 

in diverse forms (Askari Ranbari et al., 2016). 
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3. Research Methodology 

3.1. Geographical Boundary of Research 

According to figure 1, Hezaveh village is located in the 

rural district of “Amiriyeh”, one of the environs of the 

central district of “Arak County”, which is in 25 

kilometers distance from the center of this county and 

longitude and latitude of 49.32 and 34.11 degrees 

respectively and sea level of 1800 meters. According 

to the census in 2016, its population is 1184 people. Its 

natural position is mountainous and located in the 

foothills. It is very cold in winter and moderates in 

summer with an average temperature of 14 degrees 

Celsius. Most winds blow from west and east. The 

most amount of rain during the period of 1986 to 2011 

is in November which is about 87.9 millimeters 

(Mohammadnejad Hessari, 2015). The most important 

water resource of the village is groundwater which 

exists in two forms underground aqueduct (Qanat) and 

a spring. The main jobs of inhabitants are gardening, 

agriculture, and animal husbandry and as sidelines, 

they are involved in service and industrial activities. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 1. Location & Aerial Image from Hezaveh Village; 

Source: Authors, 2021 

 
One of the most significant properties of the village 

is its antiquity adjacent to many other works such 

as the tomb of Imamzadeh Sultan Seyyed Ahmad 

(related to the Safavid period) and Amir Kabir 

house (Qajar era). The village’s appellation is 

taken from the term “HezarAbeh” (thousand water) 

meaning there were plenty of headwaters in the 

village. Moreover, some believe the name comes 

from “Zav” which means valley and some are in 

consonance with the geography of the village 

(Mohammadnejad Hessari, 2015). The whole 

residential land use is about 243,211 square meters 

and it is about 32.03 percent of the whole area of 

land used in the village. Considering the village 

population in 2011, the residential per capita is 

167.85 square meters (Ibid: 127). Due to the 

dominancy of temperate to cold weather during the 

year, most habitations have been constructed flat 

and facing south in order to take advantage of 

sunlight like what is illustrated in figure 2. Walls 

are made out of adobe, stratum, and mud and their 

thickness are relatively high. The structure of 

houses is in a way that the main spaces are 

connected to each other through a linking space so 

that the energy waste reduces. Houses are mostly 

double-decker in which the lower level is dedicated 

to livestock and the upstairs is for the living of 

inhabitants. 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Hezaveh 



 
Figure 2. Hezaveh Village; 

Source: Authors, 2021 

 

Hezaveh village possesses a complicated fabric 

including adobe, stone, and brick houses that are 

sat stair-like on the slope of the hillside. Influenced 

by geographical factors and the existence of water, 

the architectural construction of the village is 

shaped into two main sections and concentrated in 

six neighborhoods. By including Imamzadeh, 

seven ethnic and cultural neighborhoods could be 

presumed. 

The fabric of the village consists of six completely 

separated sections which are combined with the 

surrounding gardens. Houses are places adjacent to 

each other in an aggregated order. The 

passageways inside the village fabric are narrow 

and tortuous. However, the routes that connect the 

neighborhoods are relatively wide. 

Physically, the existing buildings in the village are 

divided into three general following categories: 

• Buildings entirely with vernacular 

structure and taken from environmental 

materials; 

• Buildings with a mixture of local and non-

local materials; and 

• Buildings with non-local materials. 

3.2. Methodology 

The type of design, construction technology and 

method of rural housing, dimensions, proportions, 

scale, and adaptation to interior and exterior 

conditions of the residential unit all demonstrate 

the level of influence and reinforcement of human 

relations with environmental facilities, conditions, 

and necessities that have been experimentally 

realized in the spatial structure of rural housing as 

principles, criteria, and quantities during the time 

(Sartipipour, 2005). In the meantime, not only do 

the production method and livelihood of dwellers 

affect the number and quality of spaces' function 

inside the house but also they are heeded as 

prominent and fundamental factors due to their 

direct impact on the financial level of individuals, 

selection of materials type, house size, and 

building’s decorations. Moreover, the whole floor 

area and more importantly, the net area of rural 

houses which are separated into rooms and other 

functional spaces, reveals the social and economic 

properties of rural habitations and the social base 

of the household that lives there. 

About the reason why Hezaveh village in Markazi 

province was chosen, it is important to cite that 

Markazi province has an appropriate situation 

regarding the topic in Iran. Because it has various 

ethnicities and diverse climatic conditions. Among 

others, Hezaveh village with its old history and 

hidden values is a very proper village for the 

subject of the research. The reflection of natural 

and human environmental impacts on the body of 

Hezaveh residential architecture is conspicuous. In 

the present research, the methodology is based on 

an inductive approach, field survey, and 

documentary studies and then, the subject was 

described and analyzed. The research process 

consists of three main phases in this study: 

• Introducing Hezaveh village and brief 

recognition of the physical environment; 

• Selecting housing cases and field surveys; and 

• Housing analysis from different aspects 

including structural diversity, spatial relations, 

using the type of premises, density, etc. 
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The first part of this process has a descriptive 

essence which is written based on documentary 

studies and library information. In the next step, the 

selection of cases was based on the reflection of 

two types of variables resulting from the patterns 

of natural and human environments in the body of 

houses. These two variables are illustrated as 

indicators in different housing types:

 
Table 1. Influential Variables on the Selection of Cases; 

Source: Findings of the Research, 2021 
Patterns Caused by the Natural Environment 

Reflected in the Housing 

Patterns Caused by the Human Environment 

Reflected in the Housing 

Semi-compressed Plan in the 

Enclosed Yard 

Variables 

Wide & Varied Spatial 

Composition 
Variables 

 
Openings with Relatively Large 

Dimensions Relatively Old Architecture 

The Main Orientation is 

Toward the Southeast 
Special Living & Production 

Spaces 
 
Since the research has a typological and context-based 

nature, all information about the studied cases is the 

result of field studies and all drawings of cases have 

been prepared by the authors. In the third section, all 

reasoning was a logical and inductive analysis 

accompanied by a conclusion. Finally, the result 

somehow represents the ruling pattern in the housing 

architecture of this village in a form of a table. 

In the present research, the sample size is three 

traditional houses which were chosen among the 

traditional houses of the village that include more than 

50 percent of the whole houses of the village. It should 

be mentioned that the research is not capable of 

considering more than this number. The variables 

related to the resulting patterns from the natural 

environment which are reflected in the body of houses 

are semi-compact plans in an enclosed yard, openings 

with relatively wide dimensions mostly orienting 

towards the southeast. The variables related to the 

resulting patterns from a human environment which are 

reflected in the body of houses consist of vast and 

diverse spatial combinations, relatively old architecture, 

and special livelihood and production spaces. They are 

obtained through observation in the body of buildings, 

surveys of cases, and analysis. 

The analytical items in each case are going to be as 

follows: 

• Analysis of housing climatic properties; including 

climatic space, construction materials, and building 

adjustment method; 

• Analysis of housing physical properties; 

including building structure, dimensions and 

proportions, energy supply sources; and 

• Analysis of housing premises and space; 

including structural orientation, zoning analysis, 

and spatial and functional analysis. 

Consequently, physical traits of rural housing in 

Hezaveh village have been studied in the forms of three 

standpoints: 
• The logic of locating and expanding on the ground 

(context), orientation, vastness, and climatic 

indicators; 

• Dimensions and proportions, surface, density, mass, 

and space; and 

• Sub-spaces, building structure, construction 

technology, and zoning. 

4. Research Findings  

Since it is not possible and essential to survey and 

present all rural houses and residential units in this 

research, taking a proper method for choosing the cases 

which it covers the dominant types of rural housing has 

a crucial impact on the quality of results and their 

validity. The initial survey of several houses in different 

neighborhoods of this village revealed three different 

physical types which are presented in three cases in 

figure 3. Moreover, regarding the analysis of housing 

physical structure in the form of three selected cases, 

public, semi-public, and private zones and human and 

livestock spaces have been separately specified in each 

case by drawing plans and elevations:
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Figure 3. Locations of Three Cases in Hezaveh Village 

Source: Authors, 2021 

 
First Case: The first case of residential units in 

Hezaveh village is a house with an average 

combination of a household. The main jobs of 

dwellers are animal husbandry and gardening and 

parallel to them, they are also involved in other 

livelihood activities such as “cooking syrup”. The 

dwellers of this unit have a moderate level of social 

class and literacy. Relying on their livelihood 

traditions, their proper financial condition has led 

to some extensions and modifications in the 

situation of the house. The major properties of this 

residential unit are its orientation toward the 

southeast, arrangement of spaces around a 

courtyard, functional diversity of spaces, and 

utilization of local patterns in construction. At the 

moment, five people in form of two households are 

living in this house.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 4. Ground & 1st Floor Plans besides Elevations & Section of 1st Case 

Source: Authors, 2021 
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Table 2. Analysis of Housing Climatic Properties of 1st case 

Climatic Space 

Yard The south yard is approximately 8*16 square meters 

Porch 2.5 meters deep facing southeast, first floor 
3 meters deep, facing south, first floor 

Underground Does Not Have 

Climate Materials 
Crust Clay, Stone 
Roof Beams, boards, Branches, Mats & Clay with Straw Insulation 

The Floor Stone with Mortar 

Building Adjustment Method 
Heating Heated Seat (Korsi), Heater, Oil Lamp 
Cooling Openings, Fan 

 

 

Table 3. Analysis of Housing Physical Traits of 1st Case 
The Structure of the Building Dimensions & Proportions 

Cover 
Roof Thatch 

Surface of Earth 438 square meters The Floor Soil, Cement, Stone 

Materials 

Types 

Carrier Clay, Brick, Stone, 

Wood 

Mortar Clay Mud, Plaster & 

Soil, Cement Sand 
The Surface of the 

Infrastructure 320.5 square meters 

Coated Thatch, Plaster & Soil, 

White Plaster, Cement 
Occupancy 

Percentage 73.2   percent 

Ceiling Timber, Board, Mat, Waj, Clay 
Number of Floors Two Floors without a Basement Foundation Stone & Mud Mortar 

Wall Brick, Clay, Stone Wall Thickness 0.3, 0.5   & 1 m 

Openings Northwest, Northeast, Southeast, 

Southwest 

Construction 

Technology Bearing Wall with Wooden Cover, Brick Roof Porch 

2.5 meters deep, facing southeast, first 

floor 

3 meters deep facing southwest, first 

floor 

Structural 

Elements 

Foundation Masonry Foundation Energy Supply Sources 
Crust Bearing Wall 

Fuel Oil, Firewood, Gas 
Ceiling Flat Wooden Cover, Brick & Clay 

Roof 
The Level of 

the Building  & 

the Yard 
The Same Level & Above 

Water Resources Plumbing, Domestic Well 
The Level of 

the Yard 

& the Passage 
At the Same Level 

Heating/Cooling Seat heating, Heater, Oil Lamp/Fan 
Equipment 8 Room, Kitchen, Barn, Warehouse, Corridor, Toilet, Bathroom, Oven, Juice-bark, Grapes   Yard 
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Table 4. Analysis of Housing Premises & Spaces of 1st Case 

Source: Authors, 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Second Case: It is a house with a small 

combination of a household. The main jobs of 

dwellers are animal husbandry and gardening and 

parallel to them, they are also involved in other 

livelihood activities such as “cooking syrup”. The 

dwellers of this unit have a low level of financial 

and social class and literacy. However, proper 

livelihood conditions in the past based on specific 

earning traditions and the building’s special and 

old architecture assume a hidden originality inside 

it. The major properties of this residential unit are 

orientation toward Qibla, arrangement of spaces 

around a central courtyard, functional diversity of 

spaces, and utilization of local patterns in 

construction. Although its previous dwellers have 

abandoned this unit, two people are living in this 

house as a family right now.

 

 
Figure 5. Ground & 1st Floor Plans Besides Elevation & Section of 2nd Case 

Source: Authors, 2021 

 



                                                 Journal of Research and Rural Planning                                         No.1 / Serial No.40 
 

 

   

 86 

 

 

Table 5. Analysis of Housing Climatic Properties of 2nd Case 

Climatic Space 

Yard The central courtyard is approximately 14 * 8.5 square meters 
Porch  2 meters deep, facing the north of the first floor 

Underground Does Not Have 

Climate Materials 
Crust Clay, Stone 
Roof Beams, boards, Branches, Mats & Clay with Thatch Insulation 

The Floor Stone with Mortar 

Building Adjustment Method 
Heating Heated Seat (Korsi), Oil Lamp 
Cooling Openings, Fan 

 

 
Table 6. Analysis of Housing Physical Traits of 2nd Case 

The Structure of the Building Dimensions & Proportions 

Cover 
Roof Thatch 

Surface of Earth 553.5  square meters The Floor Soil, Cement, Stone 

Materials 

Types 

Carrier Clay, Stone, Wood 

Mortar Soil Mud, Plaster & 

Sand 
The Surface of the 

Infrastructure 314 square meters 

Coated Thatch, Plaster & 

Soil 
Occupancy 

Percentage 56.7  percent 

Ceiling Timber, Mat, Waj, Clay 

Number of Floors Two Floors without a 

Basement 
Foundation Stone & Mud Mortar 

Wall Clay, Stone Wall Thickness 0.6  & 0.85 m 
Openings North, East 

Construction 

Technology Bearing Wall with Wooden Cover, Brick Roof Porch 2 meters deep, facing north, 

first floor 

Structural 

Elements 

Foundation Masonry Foundation Energy Supply Sources 
Crust Bearing Wall 

Fuel Oil, Firewood, Gas 
Ceiling Flat Wooden Cover, Brick Roof 

The Level of the 

Building  & the 

Yard 
The Same Level & Above 

Water Resources Plumbing,  

The Level of the 

Yard 

& the Passage 
The Yard is Lower 

Heating/Cooling Seat heating, Heater, Oil 

Lamp/Fan 
Equipment 3 Room, Kitchen, Barn, Warehouse, Hallway, Toilet, Oven, Juice-bark 
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Table 7. Analysis of Housing Premises & Spaces of 2nd Case 

Source: Authors, 2021 

 
 
Third Case: It is a house with a small combination 

of a household. The main job of dwellers is animal 

husbandry and parallel to it, they are also involved 

in other livelihood activities such as laboring. The 

dwellers of this unit have a low level of financial 

and social class and literacy. The major properties 

of this residential unit are its orientation toward the 

southeast, dense arrangement of spaces, functional 

diversity of spaces, and utilization of local patterns 

in construction. Three people are living in this 

house as a family right now.

 

 
Figure 6. Ground & 1st Floor Plans Besides Elevation & Section of 3rd Case 

Source: Authors, 2021 
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Table8. Analysis of Housing Climatic Properties of 3rd Case 

Climatic Space 

Yard The southern yard is approximately 7 * 6.5 square meters 
Porch 2.8   meters deep facing southeast, first floor 

Underground Does Not Have 

Climate Materials 
Crust Clay, Stone 
Roof Beams, boards, Branches, Mats & Clay with Thatch Insulation 

The Floor Stone with Mortar 

Building Adjustment Method 
Heating Heated Seat (Korsi), Oil Lamp 
Cooling Openings 

 

 
Table 9. Analysis of Housing Physical Traits of 3rd Case 

The Structure of the Building Dimensions & Proportions 

Cover 
Roof Thatch 

Surface of Earth 187 square meters The Floor Soil, Cement, Stone 

Materials 

Types 

Carrier Clay, Stone, Wood 

Mortar Soil Mud, Plaster & 

Sand 
The Surface of the 

Infrastructure 141.5 square meters 

Coated Thatch, Plaster & 

Soil, White Plaster 
Occupancy 

Percentage 75.7 percent 

Ceiling Timber, Mat, Waj, Clay 
Number of Floors Two Floors without a Basement Foundation Stone & Mud Mortar 

Wall Clay, Stone Wall Thickness 0.5, 0.75   & 1 m 
Openings Northeast, Southeast 

Construction 

Technology Bearing Wall with Wooden Cover, Brick Roof Porch 2.8 meters deep, facing southeast, 

first floor 

Structural 

Elements 

Foundation Masonry Foundation Energy Supply Sources 
Crust Bearing Wall 

Fuel Oil, Firewood 
Ceiling Flat Wooden Cover, Brick 

Roof 
The Level of the 

Building  & the 

Yard 
The Same Level & Above 

Water Resources Plumbing,  
The Level of the 

Yard 

& the Passage 
The Yard is Lower 

Heating/Cooling Seat heating, Heater, Oil Lamp 
Equipment 2 Room, Kitchen, Stable, Storage, Toilet, Oven 
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Table 10. Analysis of Housing Premises & Spaces of 3rd Case 

Source: Authors, 2021 

 
 

5. Discussion & Conclusion 

According to the performed studies, 

environmental, cultural, and economic factors are 

the factors that shape the body of architecture. The 

environmental factor is apparently more influential 

among them. On one hand, these factors create a 

kind of architecture and on the other hand, provide 

a context for continuity and conveyance of values 

in order to be used in future plans in the form of 

patterns. In the meantime, housing is a sample that 

can represent these patterns as a fundamental type 

and simple form of a physical body. As a sample of 

existing habitation in Hezaveh village, the 

investigation of three cases of housing in the 

village can be representative of housing physical 

traits. The pattern of spatial relations, context, the 

number of floors, and the covering of houses in 

these three cases are specified in table 11.

 
Table 11. Housing General Pattern of Three Cases in Hezaveh Village 

Cases 
The Age & 

Quality of the 

Building 

Number of 

Floors 
The Pattern of 

Spatial Relations Levels 
Number of 

Floors 
Roof 

Cover 

The First Case 

More than 100 

Years Old, 

Restored 

Ground 

Level 

 

   First 

Level 

 

The Second 

Case 
Ground 

Level 

 
 

  



                                                 Journal of Research and Rural Planning                                         No.1 / Serial No.40 
 

 

   

 90 

Cases 
The Age & 

Quality of the 

Building 

Number of 

Floors 
The Pattern of 

Spatial Relations Levels 
Number of 

Floors 
Roof 

Cover 

First 

Level 
 

The third Case 

Ground 

Level 
 

   First 

Level 
 

 

In response to the questions of the research besides 

what is mentioned in table 11, due to the location 

of this village in a cold climate, it can be expressed 

that houses often have a central courtyard and are 

introverted, the ratio of the outer skin of the 

building to the whole volume of the building is 

low, courtyards are relatively small, walls are 

thick, the general form of houses is mass-like, 

spaces are located in two adjacent sides and a 

courtyard between them or in different floors, and 

buildings mostly have two floors. Moreover, the 

studies reveal the relatively common spaces in 

them in which major spaces of a house are a 

complex of living spaces including room, kitchen, 

water closet, bathroom, porch, and livelihood 

spaces such as storage, oven, barn, syrup cooking 

room, and grape room. It should be cited that the 

conclusion has not been with this method in 

previous similar studies. But, it was mostly the 

design of a new type in the end and no pattern-

making has been the result. In the end, it is 

suggested that future studies investigate or 

compare villages with different environmental and 

human conditions. 
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 دستیابی به الگوی معماری آن های کالبدی مسکن روستایی جهت  تحلیل ویژگی 

 )مورد مطالعه: روستای هزاوه، استان مرکزی(   
 

 2هارضا جعفری   -1*رضا سامه

 

 استادیار معماری، دانشگاه بین المللی امام خمینی)ره(، قزوین، ایران. -1

 استادیار معماری، مرکز آموزش عالی فنی و مهندسی بوئین زهرا، بوئین زهرا، قزوین، ایران. -2

 

 یده مبسوطچک

 

 . مقدمه1
هاای میییی و  جغرافیاای بییعی ایران، وویاای باااایااری از واقعیا 

ویری، اسااتقرار جواما اناااانی و ن وین فعالی  و  نقش آن در شاا  

ویری و  یابی، اسااتقرار، شاا  هاساا . از این رو، م انمعیشاا  آن

ی اول نابا  روسااتاهای ایران در درج ی کالیدی شااهرها و  نوسااع 

 هاس .  شرایط میییی و جغرافیایی آن

روساتای هزاوه در اساتان مرکزی، از جمل  منابقی اسا  ک  معماری  

و باف  ارزشامند روساتایی خود را ظ ک کردهب ب  عهوه این روساتا از  

جهات مختلف دیگر نیز ظائز اهمی  اسا . از این رو ژووهش ظارار  

واه در روساتای  های کالیدی ماا ن و سا ون ی ویوویبا هدف بررسا 

ی منتخا  از ماااا ن و باا روی ردی  هزاوه باا نیلیا  سااا  نمونا 

های نوصایف و  ی میالعات اسانادی همراه با روشاساتقرایی، بر ژای 

های زیر در ارنیاط  نیلی  ب  موراو  ژرداخت  و بدین نرنی  ژرساش

 با آن میرح وردیده اس :

 ر روستای هزاوه ب  چ  صورت اس ؟الگوی س ون  د -

 های کالیدی و اقلیمی ما ن در روستای هزاوه چیا ؟  ویووی -

 . ادبیات نظری تحقیق2

ی سا  عنرار اصالی کالیدی یعنی زمین  مییط روساتایی در برویرنده

ی  ی بییعی ب  منزل  شااادهبرای نولیدات کشااااورزی، مییط میاط

ی وابات  ب   انااانی یا ناظی های  واهی کالیدی و سا ون بااتر نوساع 

  هایشایوه نجلیگاه  سا ون ،  بر  روساتایی عهوه  معماری اسا . ماا ن

 اس . معیشتی -زیاتی
 

 

  مییط  سارشا   از  برآمده  اقتضاائانی  یژای   بر  روساتایی  یخان   برژایی  

 .اس   آن  بر  ظاکم  اناانی  و بییعی

  یک  از  م ان  نیروهای  و  هاقابلی   در  باید  را  برژایی  این  هایریشا   لذا

  ب   وابااات   اغل  دانااا  ک   دیگر  برف  از  اناااانی  رفتارهای  و  برف

  هایویووی  اقلیمی،  شارایط  ویرد،می  شا    آن  در ک   اسا   بااتری

  در  بنا  ویریغال ، شاا    هایساان    فضاااها،  کارکرد بییعی،  مییط

نأثیروذار  روساتایی    خان   کالید  بر  فرهنگی و اجتماعی  اصاول  مییط،

  و  نرینعینی  ماااا ن،  فیزی ی نیلور  عنوان با   کاالیادی  اسااا . ابعااد

هاای مرنیط باا  ریزیارزیاابی، نیلیا  و برنااما   موراااو  در  نرینماادی

ماااا ن اسااا . باا نوجا  با  مااهیا  کاالیادی ماداخهت در ماااا ن  

روسااتایی، وج  کالیدی مااا ن در مقایااا  با وجوه دیگر از اهمی   

هاا و  برخوردار بوده و با  بور معمول در میاالعاات، نیلیا خااصااای  

ویرد. وج  کالیدی ماا ن  براظی ماا ن بیشاتر مورد نوج  قرار می

با  عنوان نمود عینی متاأثر از مجموعا  عواما  دخیا  در ماااا ن  

  هایخان   در  ویریجه   و  ژهن  فرم،  ویریروسااتایی اساا . شاا  

یک از اجزای ماا ن بنا    هرباشاد.  نی  نأثیر عوام  بییعی می  بومی

با  یاک رااارورت و در رابیا  باا عواما  متعادد فرهنگی، اجتمااعی،  

اقتراادی، بییعی، ناریخی و غیره ب  اشا ال ووناوون ظاصا  شاده  

 .اس 

 تحقیق  . روش3

بر ژاایا  روی ردی اساااتقرایی ودر ژووهش ژیش   رو، روش نیقیق 

اساانادی اسااتوار بوده و ب     میالعات  میدانی و  هایبرداش   بر میتنی

 اس .    نوصیف و نیلی  مورو  ژرداخت 
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 :اس   اصلی  مرظل   س   شام   ظارر  ژووهش در  نیقیق  فرآیند

 روستاب  کالیدی  مییط  اجمالی  شناخ   و  هزاره  روستای  معرفی(  لف

 میدانیب    برداش   و  ما ن  هاینمون   انتخاب(  ب

  روابط  ساااختاری، ننو   شااام   مختلف  ابعاد  از  مااا ن نیلی (  پ

 غیره. و  نراکم  اعیان،  و  عرص   از  برداریبهره  نو   فضایی،

  میالعات  براساس  ک   دارد  نوصی ی  ماهیتی  فرآیند،  این  نخا   بخش

  .اسا    آمده  در  نیریر  رشات  ب   ایکتابخان   ابهعات  برژای   و  اسانادی

ها بر اسااس بازناب دو دسات  متغیر ناشای  انتخاب نمون   وام بعدی  در

باشاند  از الگوهای مییط بییعی و مییط انااانی در کالید ماا ن می

  اند. درمختلف ماا ن مشااهده شادههای  ک  براورت شااخد در وون 

  اساتقرایی  و  منیقی براورت نیلی   هااساتدلل  عمده  نیز  ساوم  بخش

  ظاکم  الگوی  نوعی  بوده اساا  ک  در نهای ،  بندی همراهجما  یک  با

 .دهدمی  نمایش  جدول  یک  قال   در  را  روستا  این  ما ن  معماری  بر

 های تحقیق. یافته4

این روسااتا در میهت مختلف  های متعدد مااا ن در بررساای نمون 

آن، سا  نو  کالید مت اوت را در آن متمایز سااخ . همینین با نوج   

با  نیلیا  سااااختاار کاالیادی ماااا ن در قاالا  سااا  نمونا  منتخا ،  

عمومی و خروصی و فضاهای اناانی و دامی  های عمومی، نیم عرص 

ها در قال  ژهن و نما ب  ن  یک مشااخد شااده  در هر یک از نمون 

هاای  هاای ژووهش نماایاانگر چگونگی نوجا  با  ویووی . یاافتا اسااا 

واه، متناساا  با عوام  مییط بییعی و اناااانی و  کالیدی ساا ون 

نوان مااا ن را نو   ویری مااا ن برمینای آنها اساا . لذا میشاا  

بنیادین و شاا   نابی از یک مییط کالیدی دانااا  ک  نمایانگر این  

ها غالیاً درونگرا و  ساارد منیق ، خان الگوها خواهد بود. ب  دلی  اقلیم 

ی فضااهای  دهندهها نشااندیوارها قیور هااتند. در رامن بررسای

 هاس .نایتاً مشترکی در آن

 گیری. بحث و نتیجه5
شااده، عوام  میییی، فرهنگی و اقترااادی  میابق با میالعات انجام  

،  ها دهند و در میان آنعواملی هااتند ک  کالید معماری را شا   می

عام  میییی ب  شاا   بارزی مرثر اساا . در این روسااتا ب  دلی   

ها اغل  دارای ظیاط مرکزی و درونگرا  قرارویری در اقلیم سارد، خان 

ها  ی خارجی بنا ب  ک  ظجم بنا کم، ظیاط هاااتند، نااای  ژوساات 

ها ب  صاورت  ناایتاً کوچک و دیوارها قیور هااتند، شا   کل ی خان 

ها، یا در  مجاور هم ب  همراه ظیاط بین آننوده و فضااا در دو راالا 

ای  اند. رامناً مجموع  بیقانی مجزا و اغل  از دو بیق  نشا ی  شاده

از فضااهای زیااتی شاام  انام، مییت، نوال ، ظمام، ایوان و فضااهای  

ژزخان  و انگورخان  از جمل   معیشاتی شاام  انیار، ننور، بویل ، شایره

 عمده فضاهای خان  هاتند.  

های کالیدی، ماا ن روساتایی، الگوی معماری،  ویووی ها:واژهکلید

 .هزاوه، استان مرکزی

 تشکر و قدردانی
ژووهش ظارار ظامی مالی نداشات  و ظاصا  فعالی  علمی نویااندوان    

 . اس  
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Abstract  

Purpose- Nowadays, providing education in information technology and communication to the rural workforce is crucial 

for improving social capital and promoting sustainable development. However, inadequate policies have created a digital 

divide between rural and urban areas. Upgrading digital literacy is now a key goal for policymakers and planners. This 

research aims to analyze the digital literacy policy system in rural areas in Iran . 

Design/methodology/approach- The research involves an analytical method, where existing documents are reviewed. 

Essential information was gathered by analyzing various digital documents, including the Cyberspace Strategic 

Document, Digital Transformation Strategic Document, Communications and Information Technology Strategic 

Document in the Sixth Development Plan, Digital Transformation Roadmap of Iran, and the Performance Report of the 

Ministry of Communications and Information Technology  . 

Findings- After examining the five strategic digital literacy programs of the country, it was found that the Cyberspace 

Strategic Document (2018-2025) did not sufficiently address rural digital skills, particularly in the agriculture sector, 

despite considering actions in the field of industry, business, services, human resources, culture, and lifestyle. However, 

other documents, such as the Digital Transformation Strategic Document, the Communications and Information 

Technology Strategic Document in the Sixth Development Plan, and the Performance Report of the Ministry of 

Communications and Information Technology (2019), emphasized various digital literacy components, including raising 

awareness of innovative methods for crop production, dealing with natural disasters affecting crops, employment based 

on capabilities, better access to electronic markets, facilitating the transfer of scientific findings to farmers, access to new 

electronic services (postal, educational, agricultural, banking, health), and empowering the rural workforce. However, 

some digital literacy components, such as facilitating crop cultivation planning for the next year, establishing major 

product purchase centers, and predicting weather changes, have yet to be fully considered in the country's digital 

programs . 

Practical solutions- In order to fill the existing digital divide between rural and urban areas, experts have proposed 

various practical solutions, including providing various digital infrastructures and tools in rural areas, increasing the 

population coverage of broadband internet services in rural areas, equipping agricultural service centers with digital 

technology facilities to transfer information to rural farmers, upgrading the literacy level of rural workers, especially rural 

farmers . 

Originality and value- Most of the studies on rural digital literacy have focused on evaluating resilience through digital 

literacy, and the analysis of the country's policy on rural digital literacy has received less attention from researchers. This 

research is innovative in this regard . 

Keywords: Digital literacy, Digital Policy-making, Rural Policy-making, Sustainable Development. 
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1. Introduction 
owadays, the digital era has opened its 

umbrella over various aspects of human 

life and created its effects on economy, 

politics, culture, and social relations. 

Accordingly, digital technologies and various 

communication devices are developing (Nazemi 

et al., 2021). We are living in an era where 

information and communication technologies are 

the primary tools of production (Azizi et al., 

2009), and educating the workforce with literacy 

in such technologies is an undeniable necessity for 

improving social and capital positions in local 

communities (Abbasi-Kesbi et al., 2020). On the 

other hand, knowledge of modern information 

technologies is necessary for everyday life 

activities to avoid major challenges. The 

performance of digital information technologies is 

based on the quality of policy frameworks that are 

considered in the decision-making process at 

macro and micro levels in this field (Hassannejad 

Kashani & Nasrollahi Kasmani, 2017); therefore, 

governments around the world are striving to 

develop programs to improve digital literacy skills 

(Common Sense Media, 2009). 

Accordingly, with the global trend in Iran since 

2006, Information Technology and Digital Media 

Development Center was established as the 

government's digital media supervisor (Bahonar & 

Darzabi, 2014). In addition, the government has 

taken action to improve digital literacy and 

narrow the digital divide and has prepared 

significant plans such as the Strategic ICT Plan 

and Digital Transformation Strategic Document. 

However, despite the vital role of rural 

settlements in ensuring food security and 

sustainable development of the region and the 

country, rural digital transformation and 

improvement of digital skills have received less 

attention in national policy documents. Rural 

residents in Iran face limitations to physical 

access to computers, the internet, and other digital 

communication technologies, which hinder their 

ability to appropriately use digital equipment and 

tools in business and everyday life. This has 

resulted in a digital divide between urban and 

rural areas (Azizi et al., 2009). 

Additionally, the existence of a rural-urban digital 

divide and low levels of digital skills in rural 

households have resulted in the backwardness of 

rural areas in the country's development progress. 

Consequently, numerous social, economic, and 

environmental challenges have arisen, particularly 

the low resiliency of rural communities in dealing 

with natural disasters, income decline, poverty, 

excessive rural-urban migration, and the destruction 

of the natural life cycle in rural settlements. 

Considering that sustainable development and food 

security are still among the most critical global 

challenges, the development of agriculture in rural 

areas has faced extensive challenges. On the other 

hand, the complexity of human variables and the 

unexpected impact of environmental and global 

economic factors on agricultural activities will 

confront policymakers with increasing future 

challenges. Therefore, the need for deploying digital 

communication technologies that have proven 

effective in rural areas becomes apparent. 

Accelerating the process of knowledge and 

information exchange through digital information 

technology will be crucial in addressing rural 

communities' social challenges in accessing digital 

technology and will play a critical role in achieving 

sustainable rural development (Kostadinova, 2021). 

As a result, strengthening digital literacy in rural 

areas through proper policy-making prepares rural 

residents to understand the world better, socially, 

rationally, and economically progress, and interact 

with digital technologies. Furthermore, 

strengthening digital skills and literacy nurtures 

the talents of rural residents, particularly youth 

(Hadziristic, 2017). On the other hand, 

introducing digital technologies into agriculture 

opens up better access to online services, accurate 

agricultural information, and food security, 

improving rural communities' livelihoods (Kremer 

& Houngbo, 2021). By creating added value and 

reducing costs, these technologies will lead to the 

quantitative and qualitative improvement of 

production, self-reliance, enhancement of well-

being, the empowerment of rural communities, 

and a reduction in increasing rural-urban 

migration. (Navabakhsh & Motlaq, 2009). 

Therefore, having digital literacy among rural 

communities can facilitate the process of 

marketing products in the digital space and create 

flexibility when facing various economic, social-

cultural, and natural risks (Mósesdóttir, 2010; 

Hadziristic, 2017). However, the low level of 

digital literacy in rural society exposes them to a 

wide range of risks, including cultural decay and 

disillusionment with rural culture. Thus, through 

managing digital risks in rural communities, 

hazards arising from digital technologies are 

N 
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identified and minimized on time. So, paying 

more attention to rural communities' digital 

literacy in policy-making and drafting government 

documents is better. Additionally, it is essential to 

take advantage of digital skills as a tool for 

empowerment, improving quality of life, reducing 

poverty, and increasing rural well-being by 

providing appropriate solutions in digital skills 

(Roknoddin Eftekhari, 2020). In this regard, the 

present study aims to analyze the digital literacy 

policy system in rural areas in Iran. The research 

question is how much attention is given to rural 

digital literacy in Iran's policy-making system? 

2. Research Theoretical Literature 
Digital literacy is an essential skill for the 21st 

century and cannot be ignored. Literature in the 

field of digital literacy is rich in terms of 

definitions and classification. However, there is 

no unanimity among experts regarding the 

definition of digital literacy due to its 

interdisciplinary nature (Hadziristic, 2017). 

Generally, digital literacy refers to the ability to 

use computers effectively, including the ability to 

use software, search engines, and email (Royal 

Society, 2012). Digital literacy aims to enable 

individuals to learn and use digital tools to solve 

problems (Media Smarts, 2015). According to the 

International Panel on Literacy and Technology, 

digital literacy means using technologies, tools, or 

communication networks to access, manage, 

integrate, evaluate, and produce information to 

employ in a knowledge-based society. This 

concept includes a range from continuous use of 

everyday life skills to the advantages of digital 

and information technology innovation skills. 

These skills include 1. the ability to access 

information, which means awareness and 

understanding of how to collect and retrieve 

information; 2. the ability to manage information, 

which pertains to the use of available 

organizational structures and classification; 3. the 

ability to integrate information; 4. the ability to 

evaluate information, which involves judging the 

quality, relevance, usefulness, or effectiveness of 

information; 5. the ability to produce information 

by adapting, applying, designing, inventing, and 

writing information; and 6. the ability to access 

internet facilities, which require high cognitive 

skills to produce information for farmers (Long, 

1992). Therefore, in contemporary digital age 

academic literature, there is significant emphasis 

on the role of digital skills in creating various 

social, cultural, economic, political, and 

environmental changes in local communities 

(Ghaffari & Bakhshizadeh, 2019; Adabi Firoozjah 

et al., 2018). So, the role of digital information 

technologies in the development of rural 

communities cannot be denied, and any society 

with greater access to digital technologies will 

also benefit from greater power (Ghaffari & 

Bakhshizadeh, 2019). 

The analysis of rural digital literacy has been 

conducted by numerous researchers inside and 

outside the country during recent decades. Among 

these studies, one can refer to the research of 

Kass-Hanna et al. (2022) titled "Building 

Financial Resilience through Financial and Digital 

Literacy in South Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa." 

The findings of this study demonstrated that 

financial and digital literacy are critical factors in 

creating financial inclusion and resilience, and a 

specific heterogeneity has been identified in terms 

of digital and financial literacy among poor rural 

households and women. In another study 

conducted by Kurnia et al. (2022) titled 

"Enhancing Digital Literacy in Supply Chain 

Management: A Case Study of an Indonesian Port 

Corporation," the results showed that there is a 

gap between the expected level of digital literacy 

of port management and the digital literacy levels 

of employees. Marsdenia (2022) also investigated 

the Digital Literacy of Rural Communities to 

Achieve Economic Resilience. The results 

showed that community digital literacy has 

maintained commercial institutions during the 

COVID-19 pandemic, and moderate levels of 

human resources digital literacy have been vital to 

success. Wang et al. (2022) also conducted 

another study on Digital literacy and subjective 

happiness of low-income groups in rural China. 

The results of this study showed that digital 

literacy leads to practical happiness effects. 

Upadhyaya et al. (2019) also investigated Digital 

Inclusion: Strategies to Bridge Digital Divide in 

Farming Community. The results showed that 

various agricultural communities' solutions differ 

based on their access, skills, and utilization of 

information and communication technologies. A 

"one-size-fits-all" approach is unsuitable for 

developing countries increasing their 

technological literacy. Roberts et al. (2017) 

analyzed rural resilience in a digital society in 

another study. The findings revealed that rural 

individuals are unable to fully take advantage of 

the opportunities provided by digital technology. 
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Rural individuals are more susceptible to 

vulnerability if digital infrastructure and programs 

are not equally available to everyone.  

Additionally, in Iran, a study by Arasteh et al. 

(2021) outlines a policy-making model for a 

digital university. The study identifies five policy-

making dimensions: educational, structural, 

technological, and cultural-economical. In another 

study, Tabatabaeian et al. (2020) identified the 

challenges of policy-making for developing the 

digital content industry. The results showed that 

the major challenges in the growth of the content 

industry in Iran are access to science and 

technology by businesses, inadequate 

infrastructure, and inadequate governmental 

support. Abbasi Kasabi et al. (2020) developed a 

native model of the digital divide in rural areas of 

Qom province. The research findings revealed 

that understanding the culture of rural regions and 

social connections have the highest weight. In 

contrast, businesses with identification in rural 

economic development and smartening businesses 

have the lowest weight. Pakzad and Khaje Naeini 

(2017) evaluated media policies in the Islamic 

Republic of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB). The results 

showed that media horizon policies have 

weaknesses in the stage of policy design in terms 

of realism and flexibility, and the implementation 

of policies also faces challenges in education and 

employee participation. Finally, Taghavi-Fard et 

al. (2016) analyzed the coherence cycle of policy-

making in Iran's information and communication 

technology governance system. The findings 

showed that most institutions studied, including 

The Information Technology and Communication 

Development Center, The National Virtual Space 

Center, The Technical and Vocational Training 

Organization, and The Management and Planning 

Organization of the Country lack policy 

coherence in their duties. Bahonar and Chaboki 

Darzabi (2014) also analyzed media literacy 

policies in three cultural and communication 

institutions in Iran. Their findings revealed that 

media literacy policies are limited to digital media 

at the Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance, 

and other media, including print and electronic 

media, have not been given adequate attention. 

The review of the studies conducted in the field of 

digital literacy in rural areas indicates that there 

has been less focus on analyzing the digital 

literacy policy system in rural areas as an 

important issue in research. Most of the studies 

have mainly focused on topics such as evaluating 

the digital divide in rural areas and other policy 

dimensions, including media policy, digital 

universities, and the digital content industry in 

general, and the research that has specifically 

focused on rural areas was related to resilience 

through digital literacy. Therefore, the analysis of 

digital literacy policies, especially in rural areas, 

has received less attention from researchers. For 

this reason, the present study aims to fill the 

research gap, to analyze digital policy-making 

(digital documents and programs) with a 

particular emphasis on the country's rural areas, 

and is innovative in this regard. The focus is on 

developing digital skills in rural areas to provide 

the basis for improving rural areas' welfare and 

sustainable development. 

3. Research Methodology 
The purpose of the current study was to analyze 

the policymaking system of rural digital literacy 

in Iran through document-based analysis using an 

inductive approach. Five documents related to 

digital technologies in Iran were purposefully 

selected as the statistical population based on their 

formulation and approval in legal references and 

implementation in the information and 

communication technology system. The unit of 

analysis was the propositions extracted from 

information technology and digital 

communications documents. The content analysis 

method was utilized using Berg's (2001) approach 

consisting of five basic steps: selecting and 

analyzing imperative digital literacy propositions 

in rural areas, interpreting the extracted 

propositions, coding and interpreting selected 

propositions based on concept, reviewing and 

confirming the selected propositions by digital 

literacy experts through a survey, and categorizing 

concepts based on a central issue with overlapping 

concepts in the axial coding stage. A general 

framework of rural digital literacy, including 

twelve components, was deduced based on 

exploratory research literature and expert opinions 

in this field. The study used questionnaires, 

checklists, and researcher-made forms to collect 

data. 

4. Research Findings 
In all countries around the world, numerous 

organizations are responsible for the field of 

information and communication technology. 

Similarly, In Iran, several organizations govern 

this area , Taghavi-Fard et al. (2016). Based on 

table 1, which shows the titles of digital 
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documents produced in the country over the past 

decade, categorized by year, related organization, 

and purpose, two organizations, namely the 

Supreme Council of Cyberspace and the Ministry 

of Communications and Information Technology, 

have played prominent roles in the digital 

policymaking process of the country. These two 

agencies have prepared various documents 

intending to develop infrastructure and skills in 

the country's digital technology field. According 

to research results, the Cyberspace Strategic 

Document (2018), the Digital Transformation 

Strategic Document (2020), and the Digital 

Transformation Roadmap of Iran (2021) have 

been developed with the approach of promoting 

digital progress at the national level and 

neglecting rural areas. Only the document of the 

Ministry of Communications and Information 

Technology's performance plan (2019) and the 

Communications and Information Technology 

Strategic Document in the Sixth Development 

Plan (2019) have referenced digital technology 

development in rural areas. In general, the issue of 

promoting digital literacy in rural areas has been 

ignored by policymakers in the country. 

4.1. Qualitative content analysis of Iran's digital 

documents 
As mentioned, related content was evaluated 

during the five-stage process of selecting digital 

documents and programs. In the first step, 

documents that comprehensively expressed the 

overall objectives of the digital transformation 

roadmap and had been approved by the policy-

making bodies of the country were selected. In the 

next step, the text of each document was reviewed 

separately, and the essential components of these 

texts were extracted. Coding was done in the third 

step. The initial concepts were extracted based on 

the essential components or propositions in this 

step. Then, irrelevant and unnecessary concepts 

were removed. Twelve concepts were then 

considered open coding. Finally, the axial coding 

was performed based on the document review. 

Some of the textual propositions representing the 

open coding are presented in Table 2. Based on 

the digital documents of the country's analysis, in 

the last step, which is axial coding, the four main 

axes of training specialist human resources, 

developing digital cultural skills, digital economy 

policies, and developing digital software and 

hardware infrastructures were identified as 

essential factors, which cover a wide range and 

have been presented. 

In recent decades, attention to promoting digital 

literacy in rural areas has become very important 

in policy texts. A review of digital transformation 

policies in Iran has shown that attention to digital 

technologies and literacy in using electronic tools 

in villages is considered an essential subject in the 

country's digital documents. Indeed, the utilization 

of terminologies like electronic and digital 

proficiency in policy documents highlights the 

significant focus of these documents on 

cultivating new skills in digital literacy. In 

essence, various policies exist in the field of 

digital information technologies within the 

country. Nonetheless, considering the 

advancements in the creation and circulation of 

information, nations with an evolved 

technological outlook have reconsidered their 

digital literacy policies. The amendment of 

regulations that conform to contemporary 

advancements is perceived as imperative. 

As shown in Table 3, after the surveys carried out on 

the digital literacy components in five national 

strategic plans, it was identified that in the 

Cyberspace Strategic Document (2018-2025), 

despite considering various measures in different 

dimensions such as industry, business, services, 

human resources, culture, and lifestyle, there was no 

reference to the digital skills of rural communities, 

especially in the agricultural and rural sector in the 

proposed strategies and objectives of the program. 

Furthermore, although the Digital Transformation 

Roadmap of Iran emphasized the necessity of 

developing general digital literacy at the national 

level, the emphasis was mainly on urban 

settlements. No attention was paid to any of the rural 

digital literacy components and the necessity of 

improving digital literacy levels among rural 

households. Regarding other reviewed documents, 

such as the  Digital Transformation Strategic 

Document, Communications and Information 

Technology Strategic Document in the Sixth 

Development Plan (2016-2020), and the 

Performance Report of the Ministry of 

Communications and Information Technology 

(2019), some of the digital literacy components were 

individually addressed such as employment based 

on skills, better access to new electronic markets, 

promotion and transfer of scientific results to 

farmers, and access to modern electronic services 

such as postal, educational, agricultural, banking, 

health, news, and information services and the 

empowerment of rural workers. However, no 

attention was paid to other skills and digital literacy 
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components of rural areas in the text of national programs.

 
Table 1. the features of digital literacy programs and policy documents in Iran 

Document 

title 

Year of 

preparation 

and approval 

Related 

organization 
Purposes Features 

Cyberspace 

Strategic 

Document 

2018 

Supreme 

Council of 

Cyberspace 

Balanced development of 

infrastructure, facilities for 

advancement of science, 

technology and innovation of 

cyberspace, reduction of 

social harms, access to the 

best new media in the Islamic 

world, coverage of 90% of 

people in the use of basic 

services of cyberspace, 

support for domestic 

production, achievement of 

the shortest Response time 

and incident management, 

promoting domestic content 

1. Comprised of 9 strategic fields, 

including science and technology, culture 

and lifestyle, human resources, governance 

and management, security, international 

relations, technical infrastructure, industry, 

business and services. 

2. With a macro approach at the national 

level and, subsequently, in urban areas 

3. Neglecting rural areas. 

Communicat

ions and 

Information 

Technology 

Strategic 

Document in 

the Sixth 

Development 

Plan (2016-

2020) 

2019 

Information 

Technology 

Organization 

of Iran 

The development of new job 

opportunities in ICT, the 

development of local content 

infrastructure in cyberspace, 

the development of a smart 

government, increasing the 

security of the production and 

exchange space 

1. Preparing the general objectives and 

strategies, quantitative goals of 

communication networks and information 

technology based on the overall goals of 

the Sixth Development Plan, quantitative 

goals, executive policies, resources needed 

to achieve quantitative goals, criteria for 

achieving goals and policies, proposing 

program priorities for sectors and sub-

sectors, and operationalizing development 

programs in the annual budget. 

2. Attention to enhancing the level of 

digital literacy of citizens 

3. Attention to the development of digital 

services for rural and less developed areas 

4. Attention to increasing the broadband 

services coverage for rural areas' 

population. 

 

Digital 

Transformati

on Strategic 

Document 

2020 

Ministry of 

Communicat

ions and 

Information 

Technology 

Creating a proper 

understanding of digital 

technologies in the policy-

making and executive 

elements of the country, 

identifying existing challenges 

and opportunities, and 

specifying the fields of 

application of technologies in 

various economic sectors . 

1. The national-level overview 

2. It encompasses four main phases: 

Identifying Digital Transformation 

Technologies and Assessing the Current 

Digital Transformation Status of the 

Country, Evaluating and Selecting Digital 

Transformation Technologies, Determining 

the Direction and Strategies of Digital 

Transformation, and Presenting the 

National-Level and Macro Roadmap for 

Digital Transformation. 

3. Neglecting Rural Areas 

Digital 

Transformati

on Roadmap 

of Iran 

2021 

Ministry of 

Communicat

ions and 

Information 

Technology 

Reducing the unemployment 

rate, reducing the Gini 

coefficient, reducing the 

number of unhealthy days per 

day, improving the water crisis 

index, improving psycho-

1. The pillars of Iran's digital direction 

include Vision, goals, capacities, strategies, 

policies, and projects. These pillars have 

been presented in the form of three layers: 

Iran's digital capacities (including six legal 

structures), Iran's digital applications 
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Document 

title 

Year of 

preparation 

and approval 

Related 

organization 
Purposes Features 

social security, and improving 

the ranking of the social capital 

index . 

(including three structures), and the effects 

of Iran's digitalization (ten key national 

issues in three dimensions: social, 

economic, and environmental). 

2. Attention to the effects of digital 

transformation at the national level. 

3. Attention to the widespread use of digital 

services for urban dwellers and neglect of 

rural areas. 

Performance 

Report of the 

Ministry of 

Communicat

ions and 

Information 

Technology 

2019 

Ministry of 

Communicat

ions and 

Information 

Technology 

The diversity of the virtual 

economy, the realization of e-

government, providing more 

accessible, cheaper, and faster 

services to citizens 

1. Macro view at the national and global 

level 

2. Attention to deprived and 

underdeveloped regions, including rural 

areas, with the aim of expanding internet 

coverage in rural areas, connecting villages 

to the national information network, 

expanding rural businesses (ecotourism and 

handicrafts), and benefiting from e-

government services. 

  

 

Table 2. the coding stage identified from rural digital literacy documents 
Components/textual statements of digital literacy in rural 

areas 
Open coding Axial coding 

Awareness of climate change predictions and weather 

fluctuations. 
Environmental knowledge 

Training of specialized human 

resources 
Facilitation of agricultural production planning. 

Development of 

management skills 

Empowerment of human resources in the field of rural 

digital transformation. 

Efficient use of human 

resources 

Development of cultural infrastructure to increase 

digital literacy and effective use of information 

technology among rural farmers. 

Digital culture 
Cultural Development of Digital 

Skills 
Awareness of up-to-date information on government 

plans and objectives. 
Economic transparency 

Electronic agriculture education and electronic 

commerce of rural products and government support 

for investment in rural areas. 

Economic value creation 

Digital Economy policies 
Awareness of the latest market prices and innovative 

methods of producing products using various digital 

media. 

Economic innovation 

promotion 

Expansion of entrepreneurship activities and the 

creation of digital rural businesses. 
Business opportunities 

Expansion of innovative electronic services (e-

government, e-health, e-education, e-banking). 

Development of electronic 

infrastructures 

Development of Digital Software 

and Hardware Infrastructure 

Development of native digital tools (native software, 

etc.). 
Digital localization 

Adequate access to information infrastructure and 

communication facilities. 
Information development 
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Table 3. the components of rural digital literacy in the government documents and policies 

Document 

Title and the components of rural digital 

literacy 

Cyberspace 

Strategic 

Document 

Digital 

Transformation 

Strategic 

Document 

Communications 

and Information 

Technology Strategic 

Document in the 

Sixth Development 

Plan 

Digital 

Transformation 

Roadmap of 

Iran 

Performance 

Report of the 

Ministry of 

Communications 

and Information 

Technology 

Awareness of climate predictions 

and weather fluctuations. 
- - - - - 

Development of native digital tools, 

such as native software 
- - - - - 

Knowledge of innovative methods of 

production and economic risks 
- - - - - 

Development of entrepreneurial 

activities and creation of rural digital 

businesses 

- - - -  

Expansion of "agriculture and e-

commerce" for rural productions 
- - - -  

Development of cultural 

infrastructure to increase the level of 

digital knowledge and effective use 

of information technology among 

rural farmers 

- - - - - 

Expansion of novel electronic 

services (e-government, e-health, e-

education, e-banking) 

- -  -  

Adequate access to information 

infrastructure and communication 

facilities 

- -  - - 

Awareness of up-to-date information 

regarding government plans and 

objectives 

-   - - 

Human resource empowerment in 

the field of rural digital 

transformation 

- - - - - 

Awareness of latest market prices 

and major product centers 
- - - - - 

Facilitating agricultural production 

planning 
- - - - - 

 

Therefore, rural digital literacy has received low 

attention in the country's policy-making system, and 

there is still a gap in this area. Most of the focus in 

this area has been on urban settlements and generally 

on national-level targeting, and only in the text of 

some policies and programs related to the country's 

information and communication technology and 

digital, limited reference has been made to rural 

digital literacy components, and it is far from being in 

the desirable situation. Therefore, until the digital 

policy-making system of the country and the 

programs prepared in this area adopt a position for 

literacy and skill training in the use of digital 

technologies in rural areas, the development and 

movement of these settlements cannot be expected to 

be in harmony with the path of global technology 

transformation. 

According to the findings of this study, in order to 

reduce the digital divide between rural and urban 

areas and reduce the resulting risks in rural areas, it is 

recommended that the country's digital development 

policies in the future pay more attention to the 

training of specialized human resources, cultural 

development of digital skills, digital economic 

policies, software and hardware development in rural 

areas. At the same time, through risk management 

measures, the adverse consequences of using such 

technologies should be minimized so that through 

fostering digital rural citizens, the ground for 

promoting the self-esteem and personality upliftment 

of rural residents is prepared, and ultimately, 
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sustainable rural development platforms are provided. 

Since paying attention to underdeveloped and 

deprived areas, especially rural communities, is one 

of the most significant factors in promoting social 

justice and achieving a resilient economy, some great 

strides have been taken in recent decades in Iran to 

provide services to villages. Alongside providing 

internet coverage to rural areas, special attention has 

been paid to their access to the national information 

network. This is aimed at facilitating their daily 

routines, benefiting from e-government services. 

Furthermore, it is intended to create opportunities for 

expanding rural businesses such as handicraft markets 

and eco-tourism. 

5. Discussion and Conclusion 

Low literacy and digital skills can lead to a digital 

divide, create poverty among rural communities, and 

hinder agricultural activities. The potential for digital 

literacy in future rural development strategies 

provides information relevant to developing rural 

communities and empowers communities in choosing 

and seeking their information. Additionally, it reduces 

rural isolation and promotes positive development in 

rural society. Rural residents gain helpful information, 

including the latest market prices. Ultimately, access 

to information is considered a catalyst for 

empowerment. Therefore, how digital technologies 

are used is important and should be included in future 

rural development strategies. Furthermore, digital 

literacy is essential for diversifying livelihoods by 

recognizing the non-agricultural rural economy's 

importance and promoting sustainable rural 

development (Chapman & Slaymaker, 2002). 

In this regard, the present study was conducted to 

analyze the policy system of digital literacy for rural 

residents in Iran. Through examining the digital 

transformation documents in the country, it was 

revealed that two institutions, the Supreme Council of 

Cyberspace and the Ministry of Communications and 

Information Technology, play a prominent role in the 

country's digital policy-making process and have 

produced various programs in this field. In general, 

by examining the qualitative content of the country's 

digital transformation documents, it was found that 

the Cyberspace Strategic Document (2018), Digital 

Transformation Strategic Document (2020), and the 

Digital Transformation Roadmap of Iran (2021) were 

developed with a focus on digital progress 

nationwide, with little consideration for rural areas. 

Only in the text of the Communications and 

Information Technology Strategic Document in the 

Sixth Development Plan (2019) and the Ministry of 

Communications and Information Technology's 

Performance Document (2019) are references made 

to the development of digital information and 

communication technologies and services in rural 

areas. Overall, the country's policymakers largely 

overlooked the issue of improving digital literacy in 

rural areas. 

In fact, despite considering measures in various 

dimensions such as industry, business, services, 

human resources, culture, and lifestyle in Cyberspace 

Strategic Document, no reference is made to 

providing digital skills training for rural communities, 

especially those in the agriculture and rural sectors, in 

the strategies and objectives presented in the program. 

Although the Digital Transformation Roadmap of 

Iran emphasizes the need for digital literacy 

development at the national level, it mostly focuses 

on urban areas. Hence, the document mentioned does 

not focus on improving rural residents' digital literacy. 

Regarding other reviewed documents, such as the 

Digital Transformation Strategic Document, 

Communications and Information Technology 

Strategic Document in the Sixth Development Plan, 

and the Performance Report of the Ministry of 

Communications and Information Technology, each 

has separately emphasized some digital literacy 

components, such as employment based on abilities, 

better access to markets and increasing e-marketing 

power, facilitating the transfer of scientific 

information to farmers, accessing e-services, and 

empowering the rural workforce. However, no 

attention has been paid to other components of digital 

literacy for rural communities in the content of the 

country's digital transformation documents. 

Therefore, although measures have been taken in 

recent decades to create electronic infrastructure and 

educate digital technologies in the country, urban 

areas have benefited more from them, and rural areas 

have been neglected. As a result, a type of gap and 

imbalance has emerged between urban and rural areas 

in the country. 

Finally, by evaluating the country's digital policy 

documents, four key axes, including education of the 

skilled workforce, cultural development of digital 

skills, digital economy policies, and development of 

digital software and hardware infrastructure, were 

identified as important factors in the creation and 

development of digital literacy in rural areas. In this 

regard, the findings obtained in the research of Basaki 

et al. (2016) showed that since the level of education 

among rural farmers in developing countries is low, 

the government should increase their capacity by 

using information and communication technologies. 
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Furthermore, another research indicated that Iran's 

transition to a digital economy requires components 

such as defining growth and development strategies, 

developing partial applications of the digital 

economy, and understanding the opportunities ahead 

of the digital economy (Moradi & Hedayati, 2018). 

Additionally, Tabatabaeian and colleagues' (2021) 

research findings showed that lack of government 

support and necessary infrastructure are the most 

significant challenges for improving the content 

industry in Iran and require planning more than other 

areas. Finally, the research results of Eskandar et al. 

(2020) showed that increasing farmers' digital literacy 

and skills can be achieved through promoting cultural 

services and supportive policies. 

Therefore, rural residents have a significant digital 

literacy gap in the country's policy system and 

documents. Since promotion, education, and research 

play a crucial role in agricultural development, any 

development in the agricultural sector requires a 

transformation in technology production and transfer. 

Otherwise, there will be no significant change in the 

agricultural sector. Therefore, technology managers in 

the country should pay more attention to increasing 

the effective use of digital technologies and 

expanding knowledge facilities for human resources 

in rural areas. They should also conduct risk 

management programs for rural digital technologies. 

Such matters are among the critical factors in 

achieving sustainable development in the country's 

rural system, as they provide opportunities for 

employment, income growth, improved product 

quality, and agricultural product marketing processes, 

as well as reducing rural-urban migration. 
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 چکیده مبسوط
 

 مقدمه. 1
های نوین اطلاعاتی بسیاری از  بدون آگاهی از کاربرد فناوری  امروزه،

های روزمره زندگی بااا لااالا اساساای مواجااه .واهااد  ااد.  فعالیت

کو ند تا در راسااتای ارتیااای  ها در سراسر جهان میبنابراین، دولت

در ایران نیز    .هایی را تدوین کنندها و برنامهسواد دیجیتال، سیاست

گذاری و تهیه  دیجیتال، اقدام به سیاست ء سواددولت به منظور ارتیا

حال، با توجه بااه نیااا  های کلان دیجیتال نموده است. با اینبرنامه

هااای روسااتایی در تااممین امنیاات یااذایی  ایاادار  کلیدی ساانونتگاه

تاکنون کمتر در اسااناد سیاسااتی کشااور بااه ارتیاااء سااواد    سرزمین

وسااتاییان در ایااران بااا  . در این میان، ردیجیتال  ردا.ته  ده است

اند و قادر بااه  محدودیت دسترسی فیزینی به رایانه و اینترنت مواجه

-استفاده مناسب از ابزارهای دیجیتال در زندگی روزمره .ااود نماای

روسااتایی    -با ند. این امر منجر به  یدایا  ناف دیجیتال  ااهری

-در مییاس سرزمینی  ده است. از سوی دیگر، سطح  ایین مهارت

ماناادگی مناااط   دیجیتال در .انوارهااای روسااتایی بااه وا اا   های

ای دامن زده است. نتیجه این اماار، بااروز  روستایی از تحولات توسعه

هایی نظیر لطمه وارد آمدن به مشایل روسااتاییان در هنگااام  لالا

-رویااه روسااتاییباای وقوع بلایای طبیعی، کاها درآمااد، مهاااجرت

  هزاره  آستانهبا توجه به ایننه در   هری و مواردی از این قبیل است.  

  جهانی   هایلالاترینمهم  از  یذاییامنیتو     ایدار  هنوز توسعه  سوم

  رادر مناااط  روسااتایی   کشاورزی توسعه، این امر  وندمی محسوب

بااا     ااوند،هااای کشاااورزی محسااوب ماایبسااتر انجااام فعالیااتکااه  

بایست توجه بیشتری  ا، میلذ.  است  کرده  روروبه  گسترده  هایلالا

هااای روسااتایی  در ساانونتگاه  دیجیتال های فناوریبه توسعه مهارت

-با هدف تحلیل نظااام سیاسااتتحیی  حاضر   بنابراین،  مبذول  ود.

 گذاری سواد دیجیتال روستایی کشور ایران انجام  ده است.  

 

 مبانی نظری تحقیق.  2
و   فیاز نظر تعار  تالیجید  سواد یرامون  موجود    اتیادب  با وجود آننه

ای ایاان موضااوع، در  ر ااتهمیااان  به دلیاالاست، اما   یینی بندطبیه

میااان اندیشاامندان در زمینااه ارایااه تعریااف واحااد از مفهااوم سااواد  

بااه   تااالیجیسااواد د. بااه طااورکلی، وجود ندارد  دیجیتال اجماع نظر

دانسااته  ااده    به صورت مناسااب  وتریمهارت استفاده از کامپ  یمعنا

استفاده از مرورگاار وب و  ،  استفاده از نرم افزارها  تواناست که  امل  

هدف  در این راستا،    گردد.و ایمیل می  نترنتیجستجوگر ا  یموتورها

کااه قااادر بااه    یافاارادتوانمنااد سااا.تن    تااوان،را می  تالیجیسواد د

  حل مشنلات هسااتند یبرا تالیجید ابزارهای و استفاده از یریادگی

  اطلاعااات یو فناور یسوادآموزالمللی بنا بر تعریف  نل بین  .دانست

هااای  و ارتباطااات، سااواد دیجیتااالی بااه عنااوان اسااتفاده از فناااوری

هااای ارتباااطی بااه منظااور دسترساای،  دیجیتال و ابزارهااا یااا  اابنه

-سازی، ارزیابی و تولیااد اطلاعااات بااه منظااور بااهمدیریت، ینپارله

مداوم از    ییتواناکارگیری در یک جامعه دانشی است که  امل نوعی  

های دیجتال  مهارت نیآفرتحول یایروزمره تا مزا  یزندگ  یهامهارت

-نپارلااه، یتیریمااد  ی،دسترسو فناوری اطلاعات از جمله: توانایی  

 ااود. از  ی، تولید اطلاعات و دسترسی به اینترناات ماایابیارزی،  ساز

-آکادمیک عصر دیجیتال امروزی، بر نیا مهااارت رو، در ادبیاتاین

های اطلاعات و ارتباطات در توسعه جوامع و  های دیجیتال و فناوری

فرهنگاای، اقتصااادی، سیاساای و   -ایجاد تغییاارات متعاادد اجتماااعی

 محیطی تمکید بسیاری  ده است.  

 تحقیق  شناسیروش. 3
گااذاری سااواد دیجیتااال  حلیل نظام سیاستتحیی  حاضر با هدف ت

  -لااذا، بااه لحااا  روا، اساانادی  .انجام  ده است روستایی در ایران

تحلیلی است و با اسااتفاده از رویناارد اسااتیرایی بااه تحلیاال متااون  

(  2001)  باار دیجیتال کشور به کمک روا مطاارش  ااده توساا   

 :نویسندة مسئول . 
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 ردا.ته  د. جامعه آماری  ژوها حاضر  امل  نج سند مرتب  بااا  

های دیجیتااال اطلاعااات و ارتباطااات اساات کااه بااه صااورت  فناوری

 گردید.  هدفمند انتخاب  

 های تحقیقیافته. 4
، لهار  بر بر اساس تحلیل اسناد دیجیتال کشور با استفاده از روا  

توسااعه  "،  "تربیاات نیااروی انسااانی متخصاا "محور اساسی  امل  

،  "هااای اقتصاااد دیجیتااالیسیاست"،  "های دیجیتالفرهنگی مهارت

ضاامن    "افزاری دیجیتااالافزاری و سختهای نرمتوسعه زیرسا.ت"

انااد.   و ا دادن طیف فراگیری از عوامل، مهم  نا.ته و ارایه  ده

هااای سااواد دیجیتااال در  اانج برنامااه  مؤلفااه  همچنااین، بااا بررساای

راهبردی کشور مشخ   د که در برنامه راهبردی فضااای مجااازی  

( بااا وجااود در نظرگیااری اقااداماتی در ابعاااد  1404-1397کشااور )

، .دمات، منااابع انسااانی،  مختلف از جمله صنعت، حوزه کسب و کار

های دیجیتااال روسااتایی .صوصااال مشااایل  سبک زندگی، به مهارت

در زمینااه نیشااه راه تحااول  بخااا کشاااورزی ا اااره نشااده اساات.  

 تالیجید یعموم سواد توسعهدیجیتال کشور، با وجود ایننه بر لزوم  

هااای  کشور تمکید  ده، اما عمده توجااه آن باار ساانونتگاه سطح در

هااای سااواد  ت و در آن توجهی بر هیچ یک از مؤلفااه هری بوده اس

در سااایر سااندهای مااورد بررساای از  دیجیتال روستایی نشده است.  

سااند راهبااردی ارتباطااات و  سند راهبردی تحااول دیجیتااال، جمله 

و سااند  ( 1399-1395) فناوری اطلاعااات در برنامااه  شاام توسااعه

(، به طور  1398اطلاعات )گزارا عملنرد وزارت ارتباطات و فناوری  

زایاای باار  ا ااتغالهای سواد دیجیتال ماننااد  جداگانه به بر.ی مؤلفه

ها، دسترسی بهتاار بااه بازارهااای فااروا و افاازایا  اساس توانمندی

قدرت بازاریابی النترونیک محصولات، تسااهیل رونااد انتیااال نتااایج  

دسترسی به .دمات النترونیااک نااوین  سااتی،  علمی به کشاورزان،  

 ی،کشاورزی، باننی، سلامت، اطلاع از ا.بار بهنگام روستایی و  آموز

هااای  توانمندسازی نیروی کار روستایی تمکید  ده و به سایر مؤلفااه

های کشور تااوجهی  در متن برنامهمهارت و سواد دیجیتالی روستایی 

 نشده است.

 گیریبحث و نتیجه.  5
اد  دو نهاا  با بررسی اسناد تحول دیجیتااال کشااور مشااخ   ااد کااه

وزارت ارتباطااات و فناااوری  "و    " ااورای عااالی فضااای مجااازی"

گااذاری دیجیتااال  ای در فرآیند سیاسااتاز نیا برجسته  "اطلاعات

-های متفاوتی را تهیه نمودهدر این زمینه برنامهکشور بر.وردارند و 

اند. به طور کلی، با بررسی محتوای کیفاای اسااناد تحااول دیجیتااال  

(،  1397بااردی فضااای مجااازی )سااند راه  3کشور مشخ   د که  

( و نیشه راه تحااول دیجیتااال  1399سند راهبردی تحول دیجیتال )

با روینرد توسعه  یشرفت دیجیتال در سااطح ملاای و    (1400ایران )

سااند  اند و تنها در متن  انگاری به مناط  روستایی تدوین  دهنادیده

  راهبااردی ارتباطااات و فناااوری اطلاعااات در برنامااه  شاام توسااعه

(  1398سند عملنرد وزارت ارتباطات و فناوری اطلاعات )( و 1399)

های اطلاعااات و ارتباطااات دیجیتااال در  به توسعه .دمات و فناوری

مناط  روستایی ا اره  ده است و در کاال، موضااوع ارتیااای سااواد  

گااذاران  دیجیتال در مناط  روستایی تا حد زیادی از دیااد سیاساات

-های نظااام سیاسااتدر متون و برنامه  کشور  نهان مانده است. لذا،

گذاری کشور .لأ بزرگی در زمینه سواد دیجیتال روستاییان وجااود  

دارد. در واقع، از آنجا که تاارویج، آمااوزا و تحییاا ، امااروزه نیااا  

نمایند، هر گونااه تحااول در  بسیار مهمی در توسعه کشاورزی ایفا می

یااال تننولااو ی  بخا کشاورزی نیازمند تحول در فرآیند تولید و انت

بایست متولیان فناوری ارتباطات کشور توجه بیشااتری  است. لذا، می

های دیجیتال در نواحی روستایی مبذول  بر ترویج استفاده از فناوری

 نمایند.

-گااذاری دیجیتااال، سیاسااتسواد دیجیتال، سیاساات  :هاکلیدواژه

  ایدار.گذاری روستایی، توسعه

 تشکر و قدردانی
امی مااالی ندا ااته و حاصاال فعالیاات علماای   ااژوها حاضاار حاا 

 نویسندگان است.
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