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Extended abstract

1. INTRODUCTION

The degree of public participation in development
programs is a major determinant of success or
failure of the programs, but the factors which make
people participate still remain unknown. Many
studies have developed numerous and sometimes
different views concerning the dimensions of
participation. The present study is designed to
analyze people's participation in soil and water
resources management programs by using the
framework of social exchange theory.

Regarding the importance of the watershed plans
on one hand and extensive effects of these plans in
the rural regions on the other hand, the main
purpose of this descriptive — corrective survey is to
identify and analyze the effect of watershed plans
implemented in Kushk-Abad village in Khorasan
Razavi province. The basic purpose of this study is
to analyze the factors influencing rural people’s
participation in National Resource Projects for
Sustainable Management of Watershed
Management Program (WMP) in Kardeh Dam
Basin.

2. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

The framework of this study is based on social
exchange theory. The central idea of social
exchange theory is that the exchange of social and
material resources is a fundamental form of human
interaction. This theory basically asserts that
people develop attitudes toward other people and
things in the context of anticipated personal
benefits and costs to be derived from contacting
with them. Activities that generate net benefits will
tend to be perceived positively, while those
activities that generate net losses will tend to be
perceived negatively. Social exchange theory poses
that all human relations are formed by the use of a

Accepted: 11 April 2017

subjective cost-benefit analysis and the comparison
of alternatives. For social exchange theorists, when
the costs and benefits are equal in a relationship,
then, that relationship is defined as equitable. The
notion of equity is a core part of social exchange
theory.

3. METHODOLOGY:

The statistical population includes head of
households who dwell in Kardeh village and
participated in this project. The statistical
population of this study consisted of all the heads
of households of Kushk-Abad village (N= 1250).
Based on Kerjcie and Morgan Table, a sample of
200 person was selected using simple random
sampling. Data were collected from face-to-face
interviews with respondents based on a structured
guestionnaire. The main instrument of the survey
was a questionnaire whose validity was established
by an experts’ panel consisting of specialists in
natural resources extension. It's reliability was
established by calculating Coronbach’s alpha
coefficient for measuring level of rural people’s
participation in WMP. A pilot study was conducted
to establish reliability of the questionnaire.
Cronbach’s alpha coefficient was used for the main
scale of questionnaire, which scored more than
0.85, confirming its appropriate reliability.
Collected data were analyzed using the SPSS
winl8 software.

4. DISCUSSION:

The findings of research showed that household
size, times of traveling to town, level of
participation in previous projects, awareness of
plan goals, awareness of degradation impacts of
natural resources, need to social solidarity, contact
with technical experts, and visiting sample projects
are positively and significantly (p<0.01) correlated
with level of rural people’s participation in WMP.
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Level of participation in extension-education
classes and level of contact with extension agents
are positively and significantly (p<0.05) correlated
with level of rural people’s participation in WMP.
The results revealed that the level of the
participation of WMP is moderate and has a
significant and positive correlation with between
independendet variables including knowledge of
WMP (r = 0.611, p = 0.000), expectation (r =
0.303, p = 0.000), attitude (r = 0.534, p = 0.000),
and satisfaction of prior projects and participation
in WMP (r = 0.587, p = 0.000). However, based on
the findings, there is no statistical relationship
between expectation and social participation (r=-
0.043, p=0.548). Moreover, the multiple regression
analysis indicating three independent variables of
knowledge, expectation, and attitude explain 33%
of total variance of participation in WMP.

The first limitation of this study pertains to the
survey instruments. Questionnaires were used to
examine issues and data  quantitatively.
Consequently, the extent and scope of data
collection were limited to the items identified in
the questionnaire. The second limitation was the
population. Population of the study was limited to
people’s residing in three WMPs at the time of
study, and the data for the study were gathered
from three WMPs who were presented at the time
of data gathering. Lack of suitable roads in
mountain area is a limitation to survey studying
area and evaluating all built structures. Snow is the
most important limitation during cold seasons for
surveying. And also villagers migrate to urbanized

area during cold seasons. Hence, the third
limitation is short-time period for sampling. The
best time for sampling is in summer. Finally, due
to time and financial constraints, this study was
done only in some of the selected WMPs in KAB
in Iran; therefore, the result of the study may not
be applicable in the other parts of Iran.

5. CONCLUSION:

Results showed that the level of participation of
WMP was moderate and had a significant and
positive correlation with independendet variables
and participation in WMP. However, based on the
findings, there was no statistical relationship
between expectation of WMP and social
participation (r=-0.043, p=0.548). Moreover, the
multiple regression analysis indicated that three
independent variables of knowledge, expectation,
and attitude explained 33% of total variance of
participation in WMP. Also, regression analysis
showed that among four predictor variables of
“satisfaction”, “knowledge”, ‘“attitude”, and
“expectation”, only satisfaction of WMP had no
significant effect on the dependent variable.

The results showed that the overall participation in
this program was moderete, but social participation
was relatively higher than economic and
environmental participation. Correlation analysis
showed that there were significant relationships
between exchange factors and level of participation
in this research (r =0.55).

Key Words: People participation, watershed
management project, rural development.
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