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Abstract

Purpose- Scientific papers are presented for benefit in journals. The studies are carried out academically and in accordance
with the needs of society. Therefore, examining them is essential to journals and academics. This paper aims to analyze
the articles of the Journal of Rural Planning and Research and the connection of these articles with the challenges and
obstacles of rural development.

Design/methodology/approach- Scientometrics research was the basis of the current research. Scientometrics is defined
as quantitatively studying science or measuring the quality and impact of research. As a field, Scientometrics uses
statistical methods and techniques to quantify research and achievements to reveal the research development process and
can be a tool for decision-making. The main themes include measuring research quality and impact, citation processes,
mapping scientific fields, and using indicators in research policy and management. The method of collecting information
was from libraries and the citation database in the "Publish or Perish" software program. The indexes of "Network
Density", "Centrality Degree", "Betweenness Centrality”, "Eigenvector" and "Clustering Coefficient", as well as "H-
Index", were used in this study. Ravar Matrix was used to prepare the self-interaction matrix, and Ucinet and Gephi were
used to analyze the indicators and make graphs. Also, the co-occurrence of the keywords of the articles was the basis for
identifying the topics of the articles.

Findings- Journal of Rural Research and Planning (JRRP), has published 348 articles in 10 volumes and 35 issues.
Authors such as Anabestani, Barghi and Rezvani had the highest number of connections in the collaboration network. On
the other hand, researchers like Taghdisi, Anabestani, Afrakhteh and Bouzarjomehri are the most influential authors of
the Journal. Moreover, the main topic of the papers is Economic Development in rural areas. According to the changes
and evolution of the leading research topics, the issue of sustainable development has been one of the main research
approaches in the last few years. After that, studies have been conducted more on sustainable livelihood development,
connected with other topics .

Originality / value- Neglecting social and cultural challenges seems to be the common shortcomings of rural research
besides rural development programs in Iran. This issue indicates the need for more integration in research and calls for
attention in development programs.

Keywords- Geography, Scient metrics, Network analysis, Journal of Research and Rural Planning.
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1. Introduction
cientific journals spread research findings
and disseminate achievements of original
studies and research by academics and
experts in various fields (Mirzaei et al.,
2013). Today, these journals are published in
various scientific fields worldwide, whose
scientific  development requires meticulous
investigations. Scientometrics analysis methods
are one of the most important scientific methods to
investigate this matter. Scientometrics analyzes the
guantitative evaluation of research activities, the
system and the structure of a scientific field, and
external and internal activities. This investigation
can help efficiently use scientific sources to
optimize economic-social structures (Bagalkoti et
al., 2014; Djalalinia. et al., 2012; Sengupta, 1992).
These methods are increasingly used to evaluate
and compare research performance geographically
(W. Liu et al.,, 2018) and have attracted many
researchers in various scientific fields (Merigo et
al., 2017). These methods can help to understand
the scientific situation and research paths (Mao et
al., 2018; B. Wang et al., 2014). Furthermore, they
significantly help identify research gaps (Gall et
al., 2015), which will be necessary to guide future
studies (Baffoe, 2020).
The Journal of Rural Planning and Research, a
geography-related journal, has been published
continually since 2012 by the Department of
Geography of Ferdowsi University in Mashhad,
Iran. This journal was ranked Q1 in the latest
Islamic World Citation Database (ISC) evaluation.
The journal has editorial board members with
expertise in rural studies and related scientific
fields, indexing in various databases. Moreover,
the journal is one of Iran's most critical
geographical journals that publish English articles.
The present research, using scientometric
indicators, investigated the scientific performance
of the Journal of Rural Research and Planning after
publishing 35 issues. Furthermore, the research
will draw and analyze the social networks of
research collaborations in the published articles.
Therefore, this paper aims to provide a
comprehensive view of the scientific interactions
of researchers in that field and to create a clear
picture of these collaborations, which can identify
the journal's primary and critical scientific actors.
Finally, studying and knowing the topics of the
journal articles and addressing the current needs in
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rural studies can help improve the journal's
scientific role.

2. Research Theoretical Literature
Scientometrics is the study of quantitative aspects
of science or the measurable quality and impact of
research (Mingers et al., 2015). Scientometrics, or
Scientology, was first formed in the Soviet Union
when Dobrev and Carnova used the term
Scientology for the first time. The turnover was
first used in the essays of Cole, Ealse and Hulme,
who used published articles to compare scientific
production in different countries. Despite many
activities in this field, the objectives and techniques
of scientometrics were not determined until 1969.
It was when Nalimov and Mulchenko defined the
subfields of scientometrics and its scope of work.
The publication of the International Journal of
Science in 1978 by Braun was an essential step
towards the global recognition and development of
this science (Noroozi Chakoli, 2021; Mingers et
al., 2015; Aminpour, 2008).

As a field, Scientology uses statistical methods and
techniques to quantify research and achievements
to reveal the research development process and can
be a tool for decision-making (Olawumi et al.,
2018; Qiu et al., 2017). Also, these methods are
used when ranking institutions and universities
around the world (Ellegaard et al., 2015; De Bellis,
2009) and can show the dynamics of scientific
results, spatial and institutional distribution,
scientific collaborations and main directions of the
trends (H. Wang et al., 2019; Zhang et al., 2009;
Chiu et al., 2004). The main themes include
methods of measuring research quality and impact,
citation processes, mapping scientific fields, and
using indicators in research policy and
management (Yang et al., 2020; Mingers et al.,
2015).

Social network analysis has emerged as a key
approach in modern sociology. The social network
can be introduced as a set of nodes (social entities)
and edges (connections) related to each of these
nodes (Brddka et al., 2011). For example, in co-
author networks, a number of authors (nodes) are
connected through joint authorship (edges) and
form a kind of social network; the characteristics of
this network can be examined as indicators of
social network analysis (Vasfi & Feizollahi 2020).
In the current research, these indicators are
examined:
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Network Density: This index is defined as the ratio
of the number of existing links to all possible links.
The value of this numerical index is between zero
and one. The closer the density score of a network
is to 1, the network is denser, and the closer to zero,
the looser and more discrete (Soheili & Osareh,
2012). Density shows how the relations are and
how coherent these nodes are in the network. In
other words, the higher average density of the
network indicates more links and close
relationships between nodes (Han et al., 2006),
hence an increase in the intensity.

Centrality Degree: The centrality of a person
means credibility and position in the field of
activity. Therefore, people who are more
influential in a scientific or social network often
gain more centrality value (Salemi et al., 2012).
The degree centrality index is the simplest type of
centrality in which the value of each node is
obtained by counting the number of neighboring
nodes. Based on this indicator, the higher one's
degree of centrality, the more connections, ergo,
influence the person has (Nikzad et al., 2011).
Betweenness Centrality: This index identifies one's
position in a network based on the ability of that
person to establish relationships with others. A

*

c) Centrality degree

b) Betweenness Centrality

person who has obtained a favorable and strong
position in the network and has a significant
influence on what happens in the network will also
have a high inter-centrality (Sentinel visualizes,
2010). Nodes with high interactivity play an
essential role in connecting the network and have a
central position in the network. These nodes play
an essential role in the circulation of information in
the network (Abbasi et al., 2012). In general, the
betweenness centrality is a point that is between
groups of points. In other words, it is the middle
point through which the communication paths of
other points shall pass. This powerful node has the
ability to increase communication or isolation
(Soheili & Osareh, 2013).

Eigenvector Centrality: The centrality of the
eigenvector implies the amount of communication
of a person with other powerful and central people
in a social network. Therefore, this indicator is the
point that has the most centrality of the eigenvector
and has many central neighbors, hence causing
more power.

Clustering Coefficient: This indicator indicates the
tendency of people in the network to form different
clusters through co-writing.

.

A S

a) Eigen ector Centrality

Figure 1. Network centrality
Source: Tabatabai Amiri et al., 2020 and findings of the researchers, 2021

2.1. Review of research background

As yet, little research has been done to review and
analyze Iranian geographical scientific journals.
Sadat Bashiri and Khorasani (2016) examined the
articles of the Journal of Rural Research between
2010 and 2016. In their research, using content
analysis and descriptive methods, they concluded
that most of the authors were men, and their
organizational affiliations were mostly from the
University of Tehran. The topics of rural tourism
and sustainable development had the largest
number of articles. In another research,
Bozarjomehri et al., (2015) investigated rural
geography research between 1948-2008. In their
research, they examined the historical process of

printing and publishing articles and then the subject
of the articles. In another research, Noee (2011),
analyzed the articles of the Journal of Geographical
Landscape of the Islamic Azad University, Rasht
Branch (2006- 2010). The findings showed that
110 articles were written in this period, and the
most active authors were Parviz Rezaei, Nasrollah
Molaei Hashjin and Teymoor Amar. Also, most of
the authors are male, and Azad University, Tehran
University and Shahid Beheshti University are the
popular affiliations in the journal. A few studies
were conducted about the studied subject.
However, in the studies on scientometrics, the
contribution to scientific policy-making was
considerable in providing a wide range of tools for
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measuring, visualizing and evaluating science
(Morichika et al., 2016). The following is a review
of the literature on scientometrics for scientific
research: Natural hazards (Sahil et al., 2021;
Emmer, 2018; Sweileh, 2019; X. Liu et al., 2012;
Chiu et al., 2007); sustainable development (Xie et
al., 2020; Olawumi et al., 2018); Smart city (Zhao
etal., 2019), health and health care (Fu et al., 2019;
Sun et al., 2021) and most recently after the corona
epidemic, research related to this disease
(Colavizza et al., 2021; Aristovnik et al., 2020;
Haghani et al., 2020). Moreover, some researchers
used scientometric methods to examine the
scientific research of journals. Among these
researchers is Liu for the Journal of Urban Studies
and Ecology (Z. Liu, 2005), Business Journal (Fatt
et al, 2010), and International Journal of
Information Sciences and Information
Management (Erfanmanesh & Hosseini, 2014).
Examining articles in scientific journals with the
aim of their scientific development always
interested scientists. Today, the use of this science
in particular geographical subjects is also
considered. In Iran, producing science and
publishing international articles was discussed for
the first time in the country in 1986 (e.i. 1365) at
the University of Tehran. This measure was the
first step to taking serious action in science
production (Mousavi Mohadi, 2003). Since 2000
and after the emphases of the Supreme Leader of
Iran and the Ministry of Science, Research and
Technology on scientific research, science
publication ~ has  dramatically  increased.
Subsequently, scientometrics tools have been used
continuously to analyze the production of science.
In addition, scientific collaborations and drawing
the map of science indicate the expansion of the use
of these tools.

3. Research Methodology

In terms of approach, the current research is a
guantitative study, which is carried out by the
method of scientometrics research. In the research,
library research methods have been used to study
theoretical literature and collect research
information. The focus of the analysis is the articles
published in the Journal of Rural Research and
Planning. Therefore, the statistical population
includes all the articles published in the journal,
which were accepted by the reviewers between
2012 and 2021. The information was collected
from libraries and the citation database in the
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Publish or Perish software program. The study
used the counting method to investigate the number
of articles. Also, in the case of the cooperation of
authors, the same score was given to all authors, so
the order of the authors' names in the article was
not taken into account. The indexes of network
density, centrality degree, betweenness centrality,
eigenvector and clustering coefficient were used to
analyze the network of scientific collaborations
among the authors, in addition to H-Index to
identify the key. Also, to analyze and interpret the
results, Ravar Matrix and, Ucinet were used to
prepare the self-interaction matrix, and analyze the
studied indicators. Gephi software was used to
draw the graphs and networks. Keywords of the
articles were applied to identify the topics and trace
the relationships between them in the journal. In
the first step, all articles were uploaded in the
Mendeley program and the keywords of the articles
were checked. Then through Vosviewer, the
information was prepared for analyzing and
illustrating the co-occurrence of keywords. The
study only included keywords with more than three
times repetitions. Finally, after defining the topic
of the articles, the challenges of development in
rural areas were investigated (Figure 2).
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Figure 2. Research Methodology

4. Research Findings
4.1. Descriptive findings

Reviewing scientific texts is always essential for
the future policies of scientific journals, research

planning and informed decisions. Journal of Rural
Research and Planning has published 348 articles
in 10 volumes and 35 issues. The authoring pattern
of most of the authors was
collaboration of three authors (Table 1).

in the form of

Table 1. Descriptive characteristics of the Journal of Rural Research and Planning (JRRP)

Number of VVolumes 10 Years Issues Articles Citations
Journal issues 35 2012 2 12 66
The number of unique letters 0 2013 2 25 69
Journal Articles 348 2014 4 40 73
Collaboration of authors Frequency 2015 4 52 126
One Author 7 78 2016 4 52 99
Two Authors 88 25.3 2017 4 52 39
Three Authors 148 425 2018 3 28 32
Four Authors 78 224 2019 4 35 29
Five Authors 7 2 2020 4 28 2
More than five authors 0 0 2021 4 24 1
Sum 348 100 Sum 35 348 536

The number of citations of an article shows the
importance of a topic for the authors of other

articles. There are eight highly cited articles in the
journal of research and rural planning (Table 2)




(\

JRRI?

Journal of Research and Rural Planning

No.2 / Serial No.41

Table 2. The most cited articles in the Journal of Rural Research and Planning (JRRP)

Row Title Authors Years | Citations
The Effect of Strategic Thinking and Social Capital on e . .
1 Recognition of Entrepreneurial Opportunities among Rural Vahid Algabadl\l/—l POL;]nzAtalee ) 2016 16
Youths (Case Study: Kangavar County) €za Viovaned
Measuring the Livelihood Properties in Rural Areas Using a T
2 Sustainable Livelihood Approach (Case Study: Rural Areas Hamdollah Sola5|_Gh|dar| ) T_ahereh 2016 14
Sadeqlu- Esmaiel Shakourifard
of Taybad County)
An Investigation of the Factors Affecting Land Use Changing
3 of Agricultural Jila Kalali Moghadam™ 2015 12
Lands
Identify and Analysis the Factors Affecting the Development Ahmad Taghdisi*- Hamid Reza
4 of Tourism in Rural Areas (Case Study: Rural Areas of Jiroft Varesi; Mehdi Ahmadian- Hamid 2015 11
County) Asgari
: Rural Women's Eggg(\j/vggrgi?tv?nlmgrOV|ng Household Mosle_m Savgri - Hosien Sh abana_lli o5 .
: Fami* - Zhila Daneshvar Ameri
Divandarreh County
6 The Spatial-Local Effects of Return Migration in Miyandoab Hasan Afrakhteh- Reza 2016 9
County Manafiazar*- Mohammad Valai
Identification and Analysis of Factors Affecting Agricultural . . .
! Land Use Change in Rural Areas (Case Study: Sari County) Amir Ahmadpour*- Esmaeil Alavi 2014 8
Locating the Rural Waste Landfills by Using Integrating Masoud Safeepour*- Sadegh
8 Multi-Criteria Decision-Making Model in GIS Environment Mokhtari Chelche- Seyyed Reza 2016 8
(Case Study: Shahrekord County) Hosseini- Ismaiel Soleymanirad

These articles have been indexed from 2014 to 2016,
and the topics of "Entrepreneurship”, "Sustainable

Citation
150

125

100

75

50

25

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

living", "land Use" and "Development of Rural
Tourism" are the most cited (Figure 3).

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Publication time periods

Figure 3. The number of citations of articles in the Journal of Rural Research and Planning (JRRP)

4.2. Analysis of scientific collaborations

Investigating scientific collaborations

among

researchers has been discussed in scientometrics
analysis. The cooperation of researchers has been
vastly considered in recent years, and the results of
studies can underline its importance and

6

advantages. For this analysis, 598 nodes (authors)
and 1972 edges (co-authors) were obtained.
According to the results, the authors Anabestani,
Barghi and Rezvani had the highest number of
connections in the writers' collaboration network.
On the other hand, Rizvani, Afarakhte and
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Bouzarjomehri have high betweenness centrality.
The mentioned writers are the writers who have
more power to cooperate with other writers. Also,
the authors of Barghi, Rezvani and Bouzarjomehri

have a high value of eigenvector, which means
these authors have more cooperation with authors
who have more centrality and power in the network
(Table 3).

Table 3. Authors of articles based on central indicators

Row Degree centrality Betweenness Centrality Eigenvector Centrality
1 Aliakbar Anabestani 0.045 Mohammadreza Rezvani 0.068 Hamid Barghi 1
2 Hamid Barghi 0.040 Hasan Afrakhteh 0.055 Mohammadreza Rezvani 0.936
3 Mohammadreza Rezvani 0.038 Khadijeh Bouzarjomehri 0.055 Khadijeh Bouzarjomehri 0.821
4 Khadijeh Bouzarjomehri 0.037 Seyyed Skandar Seydaii 0.042 Aliakbar Anabestani 0.761
5 Abdo'éefigk?gﬁ“e"'”' 0.035 Vahid Riahi 0038 | Mojtaba Ghadiri Ma’soum | 0.750
6 Yousef Ghanbari ooz3 | APdlezaRokedi | g g Yousef Ghanbari 0.749
7 Mojtaba Ghadiri Ma’soum | 0.032 Hamid Barghi 0.037 Hamid Shayan 0.717
8 Mehdi Portaheri 0.032 Ahmed Romyani 0.034 | Abdolreza Roknedin-Eftekhari | 0.709
9 Hasan Afrakhteh 0.030 | Seyed Reza Hosseini Kahnuj | 0.033 Seyed Hasan I\/_Ioﬂee 0.682
Langroudi
10 Seydl_';rfg’r‘gu'\é'io“ee 0030 | Mojtaba GhadiriMa’soum | 0.031 |  Hamdollah Sojasi Qeidari | 0.635
Network density: 0.006 Nodes: 598 Links: 1972

The value of network density was also determined
to analyze the authors' cooperation network. The
network density indicates how close the connection
between the nodes of a network is to a complete
network. The value is between 0 and 1, and the
closer this value is to 1, it indicates the greater

tendency of network people to form clusters and
cooperation. The density of the network for
cooperation among the authors was 0.006. This low
value indicates low cohesion and disunity among
network researchers (Figure 4).

Figure 4. The network of scientific collaborations in the Journal of Rural Research and Planning (JRRP)

Different indexes have been provided to identify
the most important authors. One of them is the h-
Index which Hirsch presented in 2005 to evaluate

the scientific-research output of researchers
individually (Hirsch, 2005). This index shows the
role each of the researchers alone has in advancing
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the frontiers of science and knowledge. The high
value of this index indicates the scientific power
and influence of the researcher on the scientific

progress in that subject. We selected the authors
with the highest citation and obtained their h-index
(Table 4).

Table 4. Identification of the most important authors of the Journal based on h_Index

Authors Artices 1 | 2| 3| 4| 5 | 6 | 7 | sun| Hindx | Rank
Ahmad Taghdisi 11 7 5 2 2 2 2 31 3 1
Hamid Barghi 2 2 2 1 1 1 - 9 2 2
Aliakbar Anabestani 8 4 3 3 1 - - 19 3 1
Hasan Afrakhteh 9 7 4 2 1 - - 23 3 1
Mohammadreza Rezvani 6 5 2 2 1 - - 16 2 2
Abdolreza Roknedin-Eftekhari 5 3 1 1 - - - 10 2 2
Yousef Ghanbari 7 3 2 - - - - 12 2 2
Khadijeh Bouzarjomehri 8 8 3 - - - - 19 3 1
Vahid Riahi 5 3 1 - - - - 9 2 2
Seyed Hasan Motiee Langroudi 4 3 2 - - - - 9 2 2

Researchers Taghdisi, Anabestani, Afrakhteh and
Bouzarjomehri have the highest number of
indicators, and these authors are key and influential
authors in the Journal of Rural Planning Research.
4.3. Analyzing the topic of the articles

The keywords specified by the authors in the
articles are significant because they are the main

concepts of the authors to communicate with the
audience. The authors of the journal used 595
keywords to express the topic of their study in the
keywords, and these phrases were on different
topics. Therefore, we only selected the phrases that
were repeated more than three times and the 21
phrases are illustrated in Figure (5).

[ e vosuviewer 1
(@)
rural women
empawerment

Figure 5. (a) keyword connection network & (b) keyword co-occurrence network 2012-2021




Vol.12

Analysis of articles in the Journal .../ Nasire Zare & Charaghi

A
JRRI?

The method of clustering words based on co-
occurrence was used to check the keywords in
detail (Table 5). Keywords in this method were
grouped in 6 clusters. There are five keywords in
the first and second clusters. Tourism and

sustainable development in the first cluster and
quality of life and women in the second cluster are
the most significant keywords and had the most co-
occurrence with each other.

Table 5. Clustering and co-occurrence of keywords of the Articles

Cluster Keyword
Environment (9); Poverty (6); Tourism (44); Sustainable Development (39); Sustainable
Cluster (1) S
Livelihood (6)
Cluster (2) Keyword Empowerment (5); Partmmatggd(a?l);c (g:lz:g;qz 10(1)‘)L|fe (13); Rural Women (15)
Cluster (3) (Qccurrence) Natural Hazards (6); Vulnerability (6); Rural Housing (11); Second Homes (5)
Cluster (4) Employment (6); Entrepreneurship (12); Handicrafts (5)
Cluster (5) Agriculture (5); Land Use (9)
Cluster (6) Rural Management (8); Rural Development (66); Immigration (7)

The highest number of co-occurrences are four
keywords in the third cluster, 3 keywords in the
fourth cluster, and 2 keywords in the fifth and sixth
clusters. After clustering of keywords, another

analysis was to determine the evolution of the
keywords in the subject of the articles. Vosviewer
software program was used for this purpose, and
the results are shown in Figure 6.

paverty

sustainable fivelihood

rural fourism
N

quality of life

emvirggment

socizleapltal

participation

rural yyomen
emrawermant

emplayment

handicralts

E?&VOSViewer

agricuttural
land.use

sustainable development
b

“ rural development

rural management

natural hazards.

| 2012 2014 2015 2018 2020

Figure 6. Evolution of article keywords in the period of 2012-2021

The transformation of keywords was done in three
periods. "Economy" and “"Employment” was the
first topic of the magazine articles, which was
mostly noticed by the authors. Moreover,
"Tourism" and "Sustainable Development" was the

second topic, and the "Development of Sustainable
livelihood" in rural areas was the third general
topic in the articles.
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Topic Paradigms

Economy and

employment in rural
areas

!

* Tourism and sustainable
2 development

Sustainable livelihood
development

Figure 7. Transformation of the topic paradigms of the articles in the Journal of Rural Research and Planning
(JRRP)

Another analysis is to compare the subject of the
articles with the challenges and obstacles of rural
development. These challenges were prepared in
the form of a checklist, and after reviewing and

combining them, they were categorized into four
dimensions. The purpose of this comparison was to
identify the topics that have attracted less attention
in rural development (Table 6).

Table 6. Comparison of the challenges and obstacles of rural development and the topic of articles in the Journal

of Rural Research and Planning (JRRP)

Dimensions Challenges of rural development subject Keywords of articles
Reducing the share of employment in the Sustainable livelihood/Agriculture
agricultural sector
Reducing the attractiveness of agricultural Sustainable livelihood/Aariculture
activities g
The low rate of the guaranteed price of products to . - . .
the labor wage index e crention Poverty/Sustainable livelihood/Quiality of life
Market margin and reducing the producer's share and renewal Poverty/Sustainable livelihood/Quality of
m of the final price of the product of rural life life/Agriculture
g - - -
S The high percentage of changes in the prices of Poverty/Sustainable livelihood/Quality of life
3 consumer goods and services
& . . Poverty/Sustainable
A slight decrease in the unemployment rate livelihoo d/Emplgment/Entrepreneurship
Increasing the amount of outstanding bank claims . .
from farmers and villagers Poverty/Quality of life
Increasing economic inequalities between rural Poverty/Quality of
and urban society Economic life/Employment/Entrepreneurship
Decreasing personal ownership in residence and justice . . .
increasing renting Poverty/Quality of life/Rural housing
Decrease in population growth rate (negative rate) Migration
Reducing the size of the household Migration
migration from villages and reducing the share of Miaration
villages as a destination for immigrants g
Increasing the average age of the population and . _—
® ageing of the population Population Migration
2. Reduction of marriage and continuation of the development
2 X and control Quality of life/ Rural women
o) divorce process policies
g Increasing illiteracy rate Quality of life/ Rural women
£ Reducing the contribution of popular institutions in Participation/Social capital/Rural
the development management/Rural development
Attention to rural values and capabilities 733:5%‘@:% (:;rcrgtts
Reducing sustainable food security Pover?i/flsgs:as;iﬁl2‘3%'\'/2?:5&%? ity of

10
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Dimensions Challenges of rural development subject Keywords of articles
. . A Poverty/Sustainable development/Sustainable
Reducing the quality of the food basket alr_1|c\j/akL)1|eI1 Ilﬁly livelihood/Quality of life
Increase in crime and social crimes (social a
of life -
problems)
Vulnerability of rural houses against natural Empowerment/Natural
hazards hazards/\Vulnerability/Rural housing
Development of urban (architectural) textures in o Rural housing/Second homes/Land use
rural areas Organization
] . . of the Environment/Sustainable
=5
3. Unprincipled change of rural practices physical development/Second homes/Land use
8 Deterioration of many rural infrastructures fabric of the Rural development
i i village .
Drainage of passage\slvzrtlgrcollectlon of surface g Environment/Rural development
. . Environment/Sustainable
Destruction of agricultural lands development/Sustainable livelihood
Conservation of natural resources, including water Environment/Sustainable
resources development/Sustainable livelihood
o Destruction of protected areas and natural Environment/Sustainable development
2 resources Ecological
S Proper disposal of waste and rural sewage development Environment/Sustainable development/Rural
g of the village development
g Environment/Sustainable
Inadequacy of economic activities with the development/Sustainable
ecological capacity of the village livelihood/Employment/Entrepreneurship/land
use

Source: Journal Database and Research Findings, 2021

Most of the topics of the articles are better related
to challenges and obstacles of rural development.
Nonetheless, social challenges are the issue that
has been less addressed.

5. Discussion and Conclusion

Scientific studies are carried out academically and
in accordance with the needs of society. Examining
and evaluating them is essential to journals and
academics. Rural areas of the country have many
challenges in development factors, including:
Environmental factors (Karim et al.,, 2018),
Economic and Environmental factors (Hajipour
and Karimipour, 2020; Hosseini et al., 2019),
Policy-Making and planning (Fali et al., 2010) and
Social problems. Therefore, understanding these
obstacles in scientific studies can be pivotal to rural
areas of the country and be a practical guide for
development policymakers. The theme of rural
development is the improvement of living
conditions in rural areas. Apart from the
construction purposes of various Development
programs in lIran, Economic development and
growth have been central topics to focus on among
policymakers and planners. Based on our findings
in the Journal of Rural Research and Planning

(JRRP), the main topic of the papers is "Economic
development" in rural areas. Also, according to the
changes and evolution of the leading research
topics, the issue of "Sustainable Development" has
been one of the main research approaches in the
last few years. The concept of Sustainable
development is a dominant issue in the context of
rural studies in the country due to the extent
theoretical and methodological framework of
development theories. Sustainable development in
rural areas includes the sustainable growth of rural
communities in a combined way in all economic,
social, political and environmental dimensions.
However, sustainable development has yet to lead
to integrated rural development and only happens
in the agricultural sector. This part of the results
was consistent with the research of Nasire Zare and
Riahi (2022) and Bashiri and Khorasani (2017).
After that, studies have been conducted more on
"Sustainable Livelihood Development"”, connected
with the two topics mentioned above. However, the
"Economic” dimension in Rural development was
more researched, and the "Social" and "Cultural”
dimensions have yet been less addressed. This
issue is more highlighted if we regard the
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"Migration" and "Marginalization" of rural
residents as the major social predicaments of urban
areas. Therefore, studies should address the
country's Social and Cultural challenges of rural
development. Although we identified key authors
in the journal, we raised attention to scientific
cooperation and communication between the
authors. More scientific cooperation between
authors and academic centers promotes
productivity and innovation and the exchange of
information in journals (as stated by many
researchers such as Guan & Pang (2018), Ceballos

et al. (2017), Contractor et al. (2006) and Newman
(2001).
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