ISSN: 2322-2514

JLLIY

Journal of Research and Rural Planning
Volume 6, No. 3, Autumn 2017, Serial No.19

elSSN: 2383-2495

http://jrrp.um.ac.ir

Assessment the Role of Alborz Industrial City in the Rural
Sustainable Development Indicators

Arastoo Yarihesar*! — Mohammad Hosien Bouchani?- Zahra Mohammadi?®
1- Assistant Prof. in Geography and Rural Planning, University of Mohaghegh Ardebili, Ardebil, Iran.
2- Ph.D. Candidate. in Geography and Urban Planning, University of Shahid Beheshti, Tehran, Iran.
3- MSc. in Geography and Rural Planning, University of Mohaghegh Ardebili, Ardebil, Iran.

Received: 27 October 2016

Accepted: 22 April 2017

Extended abstract

1. INTRODUCTION
he establishment of industrial towns in
Iran has been along with an emphasis
on the global efforts to apply local
potentials as well as paving the way for
the regional development. The initial
efforts in Iran to establish industrial
areas began in 1933 in Karaj. In this framework,
Alborz Industrial City which was started in 1967
around the village of Alvand in a 900-acre area
followed two main goals: "industrial decentralization
from Tehran" and "development of Qazvin as a
separation area between Tehran and western as well
as eastern areas". With these changes, the village of
Alvand has turned to a town in 1361 and the villages
around it started getting developed. Finally, in 2004
this area was recognized as a town around Qazvin.
The development of the Alborz Industrial City during
the last years has affected the mobility and
sustainability of the adjacent villages. The
longitudinal as well as the population development of
this city is a prominent example of this issue. It is
expected that this developmental process influences
the features of adjacent villages. Therefore, we can
evaluate the influence of this city on the sustainability
of the features of development of adjacent villages
through a reliable as well as novel technique. This is
why in this research we have tried to apply Prescott
Allen method to analyze the issue and answer the
following questions: what is the level of
sustainability of the villages adjacent to Alborz
Industrial City? Do these features and the various
aspects of sustainability in the adjacent villages go on

the same direction? Is there a significant relationship
between the distant of the adjacent villages of Alborz
Industrial City and the level of sustainability of these
villages being studied?

2. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

Nowadays, the issue of sustainability is the most
significant issue in all activities and the plans of rural
development. The notion of sustainability in the
framework of this research reveals the balance and
mobility of rural residential areas related to the
ecological-natural, social-cultural and contextual-
spacial structures. It seems that the development of
industry guarantees the sustainability of the areas
adjacent to it through time-spacial processes. Instead
of focusing on just the economical aspect, the
sustainable development designs a philosophy of
social as well as environmental aspects in an
economic viewpoint and monitors it in the
atmosphere around it. In fact, the simultaneous
function of these three aspects lead to welfare,
poverty uproot and everyone's exposure to good life
as well as development of the future generations'
exposure to the environmental resources available in
the rural areas. Reaching these goals also requires
some changes and corrections in the rural industrial
planning such as industrial cities and industrial areas
as well as the evaluation of various aspects of
sustainable development.

3. METHODOLOGY

The present research is fundamental in terms of goal
and scientific in terms of method. In this research,
guestionnaires have been used to gather information
from the studying society. The statistical community
of the research included the residents of the villages
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"Piryusefian” and "Nosratabad" in Alvand town. The
samples were selected from the local society in a
random systematic way. The distribution ratio of the
samples in this study was stage-based and based on
the population of the villages. Two models of
Prescott Allen sustainability barometer and the
development features of the sustainability of radar
were evaluated in this research. The selected features
relevant to the development sustainability included 5
social factors, 4 economic factors, 4 contextual
factors and 3 environmental factors. Each of the
above-mentioned factors include some sub-factors
that consist of 23 social sub-factors, 15 economic
sub-factors, 17 environmental sub-factors and 16
contextual sub-factors.

4. DISCUSSION

The findings show that the expense of households In
terms of income and employment, economic well-
fare and economic justice, the under studying villages
are in an average level of sustainability and in terms
of economic stability, they are in a potential
instability level. In terms of economic factors, the
villages of "Mashaldar" in the district of
"Piryusefian” and "Kochar" in the district of
"Nosratabad™ have got a better level of sustainability
and are in an average level of sustainability. In terms
of the environment, both districts have got average
levels relevant to environmental variation. Generally,
in terms of local community, the sustainability of the
villages of  "Piryusefian" district including
"Mashaldar, Ghadimabad, and Piryusefian" are in an
instable situation and in terms of society,
environment and context, they are in an average level
of sustainability. Also the villages of "Nosratabad"
district including "Kochar, Kamalabad and
Hasnabad" are in an average level of sustainability in
terms of economy, environment and context and they
are in a potential sustainability level in terms of
society. The analysis of the findings reveals

significant relationships between sustainability in
term of context and sustainability level in term of
society. The analysis of the level of sustainability
correlational as a dependent variable and the distance
as an independent variable demonstrates that as the
distant of the studying villages increase from Alborz
Industrial City, the level environmental sustainability
in the rural areas increases as well. Also by the
increase of the distance of the villages from the
Alborz Industrial City, the level of economic, social
and contextual sustainability decreases

5. CONCLUSION

The findings of this research reveal that those villages
closer to Alborz Industrial City are more sustainable
in all aspects except environmental one. Also this
study showed that being close to Alborz Industrial
City has not led to the fall of environmental
sustainability features critically. According to the
analyses and findings, in seems critical to find
efficient solutions in order to prevent turning useful
agricultural lands to industrial and non-agricultural
ones in the framework of providing a complete plan
or establishment of centralized rural residential areas.
Also according to the low number of industries and
factories work based on the products produced in the
adjacent villages, the presence of this city has not yet
led to the complete or high sustainability of the
economic features among the resident families.

Key words: Industrial Cities, sustainable development
assessment, rural sustainability, Prescott Alen model,
Alborz.
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