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Abstract

Purpose: In the last two decades, tourism industry has attached great importance and transformed
into one of the key factors for development in many countries. Nowadays, efforts have been made
to empower rural poor class through participating in the process of tourism benefits. Ultimate goal
of these endeavors is improving life quality and reducing rural poverty.

Methodology: Using qualitative and quantitative analysis methods, this research investigates the im-
pacts of tourism on different aspects of Vali-e-Asr village of Marvdasht County, Fars, Iran. The main
research question is that has tourism had any impacts on economic, socio-cultural and environmental
aspects of the residents of Vali-e-Asr village in the vicinity of Persepolis? To answer this question, 20
indicators including economic, socio-cultural and environmental have been identified and the impact
of each indicator has been ranked based on experts’ opinions. For collecting data, 12 interviews were
conducted with experts and 67 questionnaires from rural households have been completed.

Findings: The results show that although tourism has had positive impacts on cultural and environ-
mental aspects like language skills and raising awareness of residents about the environment, for the
economic aspect despite creating limited direct and indirect jobs it failed in reducing rural poverty.
Research limitation: The major limitation of the study is the lack of accurate statistics about the
number of foreigners visiting the Persepolis.

Practical implications: The most practical solutions are removal of obstacles and limitations pre-
venting people from participation in tourism activities. On the other hand, since no NGOs are al-
lowed to compete with governmental organizations, there is no competition among stakeholders in
the region and benefits of tourism are restricted to government institutions. Hence, all stakeholders
should be allowed to participate in tourism activities.
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How to cite this article:
Goudarzi, M. & Jomehpour, M. (2015). Pro-poor tourism: a strategy for concordant and sustaina-
ble development of rural communities (Case study: Vali-e-Asr village in the vicinity of Persepolis).
Journal of Research & Rural Planning, 4(2), 35-49.
URL http://jrrp.um.ac.ir/index.php/RRP/article/view/34928

ISSN: 2322-2514 elSSN: 2383-2495

*. Corresponding Author: M.goudarzi1986@gmail.com Tel: +989106507759


http://jrrp.um.ac.ir/index.php/RRP/article/view/34928

