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Abstract

Purpose: The development of second homes in rural areas has contributed to the expansion of relations
between city and villages. The aim of this study is to analyze the factors and goals of constructing second
homes in the countryside and its effects on the city-village relations. The study area includes Southern
Estarabad village at the center of Gorgan County.

Methodology: A questionnaire was the main data collection instrument and a sample size of 238 subjects
was selected using Cochran sampling method, which consisted of 123 rural residents and 115 owners of
second homes. The participants were chosen using simple random and systematic sampling. For the data
analysis, the SPSS software was employed.

Finding: The results suggests that in the view of respondents, the most important positive effect of
second home development on urban-rural relations was concerned with economic (creating jobs), social
(the reverse migration to rural areas - raised awareness of local people) and environmental — physical
dimensions (taking advantage of the climate and the beautiful landscape of durable materials). On the
other hand, the negative effects of this development on the study area with respect to the changing
relations of city and village involved a mixture of economic (increased land prices, recession of
agricultural activity and reduced supply of products to the city), social (increased consumerism in villages
and cultural conflicts of rural and refugees) and physical and environmental (deforestation and
agricultural land use change) dimensions.

Research limitation: The main limitation of the study is the paucity of literature on the goals of
constructing second homes and its impact of the relations of the city and village.

Practical implications: The appropriate planning of authorities to use the intellectual-financial capitals of
the urban migrants in the village with the aim of promoting rural development and rural-urban relations;
preparing the ground for the increased interaction and dialogue between local people and urban migrants
with the purpose of strengthening the communication and the social status of the rural people.
Original/value: The originality of the research is mainly rooted in its analysis of the effects of the
construction of second homes on the —rural-urban relations.
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