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Guide for Authors 

Scope 

Journal of Research and Rural Planning 

disseminates peer reviewed original research 

results in the field of theories, methods and 

techniques in rural planning, the role of new 

technologies in IT and ICT in rural planning, the 

role of spaces and virtual settlements in rural 

development, tourism and rural planning, 

globalization and its relationship with rural 

planning, process of developments in the physical 

planning of rural settlements, management of 

sustainable development and rural planning, and 

economy and sustainable development of rural 

settlements in both print and open-access formats. 

Contributions must be written exclusively in 

English & Persian.

  

General guidelines 

1. Submitted manuscripts should not be previously 

published elsewhere and should not be under 

consideration by any other journal.  

2. The submitted manuscript should be 

accompanied by a written statement signed by the 

corresponding author on behalf of all the authors 

that its publication has been ap-proved by all 

coauthors, stating that the whole manuscript or a 

part of it has not and will not be published in or 

sub-mitted to elsewhere. 

3. The corresponding author should provide all co-

authors with information regarding the 

manuscript, and obtain their approval before 

submitting any revisions.  

4. Full-length articles, Short Communications, 

Reviews and Commentaries that address scope of 

the journal will be considered for publication.  

5. Ethics: Authors must state that the protocol for 

the research project has been approved by the 

Ethics Commit-tee of the institution within which 

the work was under-taken.  

Manuscript types 

Original Articles should contain Title page, 

Abstract, Keywords, Introduction, Research 

Theoretical Literature, Research Methodology, 

Research Findings, Discussion and Conclusion, 

Acknowledgement, Author Contributions, Conflict of 

Interest Statements, References, and Figure Legends. 

Review Articles should provide an update on 

recent advances in a particular field. Authors 

wishing to submit review articles should contact 

the Editor with an outline of the proposed paper 

prior to submission. 

Short Communications should not exceed 2000 

words (excluding the references) and include no 

more than two tables or figures. They should 

include Title Page (including Acknowledgements, 

and Conflict of Interest Statements), Abstract, 

Keywords, the text summarizing results with no 

other divisions, and References. 

 

Format of manuscript  

Manuscripts should be written in English, with 

Abstract in both English and Persian (where 

applicable), type-written in MS Word program, 

double-spaced, in 12-point “Times New Roman” 

font on A4 paper size. Authors are requested to 

reserve margins of 2.5 cm all around the pages. 

Manuscript should also have line numbers. 

Original photos, tables and figures should be 

appended as individual files and should not be 

inserted in the manuscript file.  

1.Title Page 
Full Title Page should include title (concise and 

informative), author(s) (including the complete 

name, department affiliation, and institution), 

running head (condensed title) (≤ 50 characters, 

including spaces), name and address of the authors 

to whom correspondence and reprint requests 

should be addressed, Acknowledgements, Author 

Contributions, and Conflict of Interest Statements. 
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2.Abstract 
Abstract in English no more than 300 words and 

should contain Purpose, Design/methodology/ 

approach, Finding, Research limitations/implications, 

Practical implications, Originality/value, Key 

words and Paper type. Authors who are native 

Persian speakers must submit abstracts in Persian 

less than 1000 words including Introduction, 
Research Theoretical Literature, Research 

Methodology, Research Findings, Discussion and 

Conclusion, Keywords and Acknowledgement. 
Authors who are not native Persian speakers may 

submit their manuscript with an abstract in English 

only. Abbreviations and reference citations may not 

be used in the abstracts.  

3.Keywords 
For indexing purposes, each submitted manuscript 

should include three to Six keywords, following 

the abstract. Keywords should express the precise 

content of the manuscript. 

4.Introduction 
Introduction should be as concise as possible, and 

clearly explain the main objective and hypothesis 

of the investigation. 

5.Research Theoretical Literature 
In this section, the theoretical framework of 

the research and the background related to the 

present research are discussed. 

6.Research Methodology 
This section will include the Geographical Scope 

of the Research and research method, which 

Methodology should be described in sufficient 

details to allow other workers to reproduce the 

results. Specify any statistical computer programs 

used. The methods of data collection and use of 

statistical analysis will be checked by the referees 

and if necessary, a statistician. 

7.Research Findings  
Results indicate the results of an original research 

in a clear and logical sequence. Do not repeat data 

that are already covered in tables and illustrations.  

8.Discussion and Conclusion 

Discussion and Conclusion should include the 

answer to the question proposed in the 

introduction and emphasize the new and important 

aspects of the study and the conclusions that 

follow from them. It could include the implication, 

application, or speculation of the findings and 

their limitations, relate the observations to other 

relevant studies, and links the conclusions with the 

goals of the study. Recommendations, when 

appropriate, may be included. 

9.Acknowledgements  
Personal acknowledgement, sources of financial 

support, contributions and helps of other 

researchers and everything that does not justify 

authorship should be mentioned in this section, if 

required. 

10.Author contributions statement  
Authors are required to include a statement to 

specify the contributions of each author. The 

statement describes the tasks of individual authors 

referred to by their initials. Listed below is an 

example of author contributions statement. 

11.Conflict of interest statement  
All authors must disclose any financial and 

personal relationships with other people or 

organizations that could inappropriately influence 

(bias) their work. Examples of potential conflicts 

of interest include employment, consultancies, 

stock ownership, honoraria, paid expert testimony, 

patent applications/ registrations, and grants or 

other funding. If there are no conflicts of interest 

then please state this: ‘Conflicts of interest: none’. 

This form can be downloaded from JRRP website. 

12.Figures 
All photos, graphs and diagrams should be 

referred to as a 'Figure' and they should be 

numbered successively (Figure 1., Figure 2. etc.). 

Multipart figures ought to be labeled with lower 

case letters (a, b, etc.). Please insert keys and scale 

bars directly in the figure's legend. Provide a 

detailed legend (without abbreviations) to each 

figure, refer to the figure in the text and note its 

approximate location in the margin. Figures 

should be submitted in separate files, too. The 

resolution of each figure must at least be 300 dpi. 
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jpg and tiff files are accepted. Figures that are 

prepared by excel should be send along with their 

source of data. 

13.Tables 
Please submit tables as individual files and 

editable text and not as images. Place all table 

notes below the table body. Each table should have 

a title which is followed by explanation of results 

shown in the table. Use of vertical rules must be 

avoided. Tables should be self-explanatory, and 

clearly arranged. Tables should provide easier 

under-standing and not duplicate information 

already included in the text or figures. Each table 

should have a concise heading that makes it 

comprehensible without reference to the text of the 

article. Explain any nonstandard abbreviations in 

a footnote to the table. 

14. References:  
Author(s) should follow the latest edition of APA  

7th style in referencing. All publication cited in the 

text should be presented in the end references list 

of the article. In the text refer to the authors' name 

and year of publication (e. g., Harvey, 1973). For 

five or more authors use the first author followed 

by "et al.," in the last. The list of references at the 

end of the article should be given in the following style: 

In-text Citations 
When you reference another source, use an in-text 

citation in the body of your paper:  

Basic Format: 

(Author's Last Name(s) or Organization, Year). 

I. One author  

You only need the author's last name and the year. 

(Abrams, 2018) 

II. Two authors 
Connect both authors' last names with & 

(ampersand) and include the year. 

(Wegener & Petty, 1994) 

III. Three or More authors: 
If there are 3 or more authors use et al., which 

means "and others." 

(Harris et al., 2018) 

Reference Citations:  

The sources you use in your work are included as 

a separate list at the end of the paper:  

Journal article: 

I. One author 
Citing a Print Journal Article: 
Anabestani, A. (2014). Analysis of social change 

effects on the pattern of rural housing (Case study: 

Binalood County). Journal of Research and Rural 

Planning, 3(5), 57-68.  

II. With two authors 
Citing an Electronic Journal Article: 

Anabestani, A. & Soleymani, Z. (2019). The effect 

of good governance on increasing the quality of 

the physical environment of rural settlements 

(Case study: Central District of Neyshabur 

County). Journal of Research & Rural Planning, 

8(2), 145-163. 
 https://doi.org/10.22067/jrrp.v8i2.78915 

III. With three, Four, Five to 20 authors: 
Ghadiri Ma’soum, M., Bahmani, A., Hajilou, M., 

Azimi, F. & Ghadiri Ma’soum, M. (2020). 

Representation of opportunities and areas for 

agro-tourism development in rural areas (Case 

study: Villages of Tehran Province). Journal of 

Research and Rural Planning, 9(1), 35-51. 
https://doi.org/10.22067/jrrp.v9i1.81313 

News/Magazine article: 
Kennedy, M. (2018, October 15). To prevent 

wildfires, PG&E pre-emptively cuts power to 

thousands in California. NPR.  

https://www.npr.org/2018/10/15/657468903/to-

prevent-wildfires-pg-e-preemptively-cuts-power-

to-thousands-in-california 

Book: 
Book: 
Bourne, L. S. (1981). The geography of housing 

(4th ed). Edward Arnold. 

Book chapter: 
Harvey, D. (1993). Class relations, social justice, 

and the politics of difference. In Keith, M. and 

Pile, S. (Eds), Place and the politics of identity, 

(pp. 41–66). Routledge. 

Fraser, Nancy. (1998). Social justice in the age of 

identity politics: redistribution, recognition, and 



  
Journal of Research and Rural Planning 

4 

 

participation. in geographic thought: a praxis 

perspective. Edited by George Henderson and 

Marvin Waterstone, (pp. 72–89). Routledge. 

Book, edited:  
Proctor, J.D., and David, M. S. (eds.) (1999). 

Geography and Ethics: Journeys in a Moral 

Terrain. UK, Routledge.  

eBook (with Doi): 
Cassaniti, J. L. (2018. Remembering the present: 

Mindfulness in Buddhist Asia. 

http;//doi.org/10.7591/cornell/9781501707995.00

1.0001 

Web page: 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

(2018, August 22). Preventing HPV-associated 

cancers. 

https://www.cdc.gov/cancer/hpv/basic_info/preve

ntion.htm/  

Online report 
Los Angeles County Deptartment of Public 

Health. (2017, January). Key indicators of health 

by service planning area. 

 http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/ha/ 

Paper presented at a conference:  
Gruber, E., & Rauhut, D. (2016, April). Spatial 

Justice and the Welfare State: SGI Provision in 

Peripheral Austria and Sweden. Paper presented 

at the Regional Studies Association’s European 

Conference (pp. 3-6). 

Dissertation: 
Khorasani, M. A. (1391/2012). Explanation of 

livability of villages around the cities with quality 

of life approach (Case study of Varamin County) 

(Unpublished doctoral dissertation). University of 

Tehran, Tehran, Iran. [In Persian] 

 

Copyright 

Accepted manuscripts become the permanent property of the JRRP and may not be reproduced, in whole 

or in part, without the written permission of the Editor. The Copyright assignment form can be downloaded 

from JRRP website ().

Submission 

Authors should submit their manuscript in electronic format directly through JRRP website (jrrp.um.ac.ir) 

along with a letter to editor signed by the author to whom correspondence should be addressed. Please 

ensure that Email ad-dresses are university/governmental addresses and full postal addresses are included 

on the title page of the manuscript. List of files and forms which should be completed and submitted are: 

 

Manuscript (Guide for authors file can be downloaded from JRRP website (): 

Title page (Guide for authors file can be downloaded from JRRP website (): 

Copyright assignment form (can be downloaded from JRRP website (): 

Conflict of Interest declaration and author agreement form (can be downloaded from JRRP website (): 
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